THE EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE 
O F 


SIR RICHARD STEELE. 
IN TWO VOLUMES, 


Hail, mighty name! of all thy pen 

Has dropt, to charm both gods and men, 
Time nor oblivion ne'er ſhall boaſt 

One line or ſingle period loſt! 


Maintain, great Sage, thy deathleſs name, 
Thou canſt no wider ftretch thy fame. 
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1 E following collection of 1 


_ though the genuine effuſions of one 
the moſt elegan t writers in the En gliſh 
n guage, can add little to the reputation 
a literary character which has been 

ng ago fully eſtabliſhed ; being in ge- 3 
ral the haſty productions of his pen, in- 
nded only for private inſpection; and ſome 

them evidently ſcribbled when their 
miable author was probably not in the very 
ft condition for penmanſhip. The ſub- 
Qs of many of 1830 are vial and do- 
wh ſuch-as may at firſt be ſu ppoſed not 
ry. intereſting to the publick, 24 ow 
oſt men would be deemed ger 
d below attention; but as they 
de private and undiſguiſed e | of the 
an, who took upon himſelf to be the 
enſor of the age, and for years exerciſed 
at delicate office with ſuitable dignity, 
id general approbation, it may excite no 

W A.tgtle 


vi P R E F A C E. 
little curioſity to obſerve how he con 
ducted himſelf in thoſe concerns ani 
occurrences of life, through which hf 
ſo ably directed others. Not a ſingle a 
ſcrap of them has been ſuppreſſed; nor if 
there a line j in the whole publication, whici 
does not, in the opinion of the Editor, gil 
to confirm all that has lately been ſaid fo 
the ſu periority of STEELE's underſtanding 1 
and his heart, in the Notes to the new edi f 
tion of the TATLER. Theſe Letters ma 
nifeſt throughout, with irreſiſtible convie 
tion, the very many excellent and amiab! 
qualities, which greatly endeared this pub 4 
ie benefactor to ſociety; and in proof of +4 
their authenticity, we ſee in them with r 
gret, indubitable marks of that! improl 
* dence of generoſity, or vanity of profi 
« fon, which kept STEELE always inc 
46 rabl neceſſitous, and ſhaded his find 
Gander. Conſidering the conſtant ver 
tion and ſerious inconveniencies of which 
it was the cauſe or the occaſion, to hĩmſe 
and his family, nothing can be ſaid to end 
cuſe STEELE's inattention to ceconomy ; i 
was however more pardonable, and the lf 
reproachabli 
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b R R F A C E. vii 
repiroachable; a. in the end he did ample 
juſtice to his creditors. Our regret on eyery 
inſtance which theſe Letters afford of this 
indiſeretion, is very greatly augmented, by 
our. admiration and love of that extenſive 
and indefatigable philanthropy, to which 
we are principally indebted for a long ſe- 
ries of well: written papers, fraught with 
valuable leſſons of morality and goad- 
breeding, which have doubtleſs contributed 
very much to the intellectual improvement, 
and moral reſinement, of both ſexes, in this 
country. Excepting however what refers 
in theſe Letters to the lamentable failure 
of conduct abovementioned, too well afcer- 
= tained before; no publication of STEELE 
= redqunds more to his honour as a man, than 
XZ the preſent. It ſhews him to have been a 
firm and conſcientious patriot ; a faithful, 
affectionate huſband ; a fond, indulgent pa- 
rent; and, even at this period, if / it does not 
illuſtrate, it very much enhances the value 
of his writings, both moral and political, ts 
know with certainty, that the ſalutary in- 
ſtructions and ſublime precepts, fo much 
admired, and ſo well received, from the fic- 
titious Isaac BickERSTAFF, eſq. were no 
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vii P R E F A C E. 
bother than the genuine ſentiments, and ha- 
bitual practice, of the real Sir Ricuany 
STEELE. '2 

Theſedocuments,which fortunately come 
in ſeaſonable aid of what has been lately ad- 
vanced for the firſt time, and with great juſ- | 
tice it ſeems, in favour of STEELE's ill- 
known or much-1njured character, fell, after 
his death, into the pofleſfion of his eldeſt 
daughter Elizabeth, a lady who, with a 
charming perſon, inherited the many en- 
dearing qualities of her father, both of the 
head and heart; and whoſe hereditary be- 
nignity of diſpofition, which ſelf. intereſt 
could not, and prudence did not fufficiently |. 
reſtrain, was at laſt equally fatal to her for- 
tune, as it had been to that of her father. 

Many intereſting particulars of this lady, 
the ſeveral matrimonial connecttions ſne 
declined, and her union with Mr. Trevor, F 
afterwards Lord Trevor, appear in the 
courſe of theſe Letters. In 1764, Sept. 27, 
ſhe loft her huſband * at Bath, at which 


A r 
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* 1 3 5 - > * * * 
> "tai ? — 


* + Lord Trevor was buried with great magnificence in the | 
family vault at Bromham, where a monument deſigned by | 
the late Prince Hoare of Bath, with a ſhort —_— 
written by Lady Trevor, is erected to his memory: 
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PREFACE i 

place the from that time chiefly reſided; 
and, ſome years after, ſhe loſt alſo her only 
child; Diana, who was remarkably beauti- 
ful, though unfortunately an ideot. But the 
evening of her life was rendered much more 
comfortable than it might otherwiſe have 
been affer the diminution of her fortune, by 
the love and attention of Mrs. Thomas, an 
only daughter of Mrs. Aynſton “, for 
whom ſhe had, when a child, imbibed a 
ſiſterly affection. Her Ladyſhip had been 
induced, from her regard and love for the 
mother, to take the daughter under her pro- 
tctection very early in life; and ſhe conti- 

ned her attachment, after the death of 
Mrs. Aynſton, with uncommon marks of 
favour and affection, until her own death. 
This patronage of Mrs. Thomas was 


- LAS kad 
n 
RA, a * 
4 * zF 4 ** 3 * 
© 4&2 7-7% : 


not confined to herſelf only, but extend- 
, = <d alſo to her ſons, with much greater 
: 3 partiality than even ſhe herſelf had experi- 
» }F — enced, being from their birth conſtantly 
1 q E * 74 | | . 

. * A natural daughter of Sir Richard Steele, of whom 

de was very fond, and on whom he beſtowed a very gen- 

cteel and liberal education. See p. 261. 6— 
4 Thomas has a good portrait, $5354 
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Rn PII ASR 
treated, both' by Lord and Lady Trevor, 
more like their own children than the chil- 7 
dren of a dependant.: Lord Treyar had 
often fignified his intention of proyiding for 
them both; but they were tao young to 
derive any other advantage from ſuch an 
honourable patronage during his life. The 
indulgences which theſe children daily re- 
ceived, and the extreme partiality of Lady © 
Trevor both to Mrs, Thomas and her ſons, 
rendered his Lordſhip leſs anxious about 
making any permanent proviſion for them ; 
and having left her Ladyſhip ſole executrix 
to a very ample fortune, thus adding-to her 
natural diſpofitian the power of doing good, 
he could not entertain a doubt but they 7 
would be taken care of, The goodneſs of 
her Ladyſhip fully juſtified his Lordſhip's 
opinion; for, after his death, her fondneſs 
for Mrs. Thomas increaſed, and the educa- 
tion of her ſons became a very material 
concern with her, the management of 
which ſhe undertook to direct; and, as they 
up, ſhe ſtill continued to honour 2 
m with all the attention and a | 
of a — = 
| Her 3 
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PR E N A E FI 
Fler Ladyſbjp+tbad at various times, par- 


I ticulathy towards the latter part of her life, 


concerted many plans to provide for them, 
and particularly for Mrs. Thomas; which, 
conſidering that, after forty years anxious 


and unremitting attention to her Ladyſhip 
A and her family, age and inſirmity Were 
drawing on, became at laſt a matter of 
= conſcieace with her Ladyſhip, and end- 
ed in à determination to leave to her 
* what little remained in her power. Lady 
Trevor often confided her kind intentions 
to Mrs, Thomas's eldeſt ſon, ta whom 


the following Letters were given ſome few 


months before her death, and likewiſe many 
2 particular directious oopcerning the diſpoſal 
of her other effects, and her funeral“. She, 


in the moſt pathetic manner, engaged him 


to ſee each particular properly executed ; 


and, to empower him to do ſo, a will was 


to haye been put inta his hands, which her 


Ladyſhip poſtponed from time to time, till 


: a paralytic ſtroke ſuddenly depriyed her of 
3 the power of fulfilling her defign—— 


In particular ſhe requeſied to be buried near her 


q daughter, at Foſcott, a little village about ſeven miles from 
Bath, where Miſs Trevor reſided ſome few years before 
ber death, which happened about the year 2777. 


a 6 She 
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xij P REF A C E. 
She died on the firſt of January, 1782, , 


and was 'privately interred in the parith 
church of Walcott, near Bath. 8 


| What though no ſculptpr'd tomb cnnming thy duſt, 
Nor blazon'd lines proclaim thee good and juſt; Y 
What though no ſtone, that bears a fond farewell, 


Shews to th' enquiring eye thy. hallow'd cell; 7 
Yet memory oft the ſacred taſk ſhall claim, I 
 Pwell on thy virtues, and revere thy name, 3 


Thus far the Reader is addreſſed 1 in the 

ſentiments, and almoſt in the words, of 
Mr, Thomas, A 
© It is not within the purpoſe of this Pre. 1 
face to enter much farther into the 1 
hiſtory of Lady Trevor” s circumſtances, It 2 
has 1 45 already ſaid, that, in pecuniary 
matters, ſhe inherited the imprudence of 
her father; and it is yo ſecret that ſhe was 
frequently diſtreſſed for money. Thus 
wy ſituated, the greateſt part of her landed pro- 
perty was ſold in 1772; and, about the 
ſame time, ſhe gave directions for a will 
(which | have ſeen, prepared, but never 
executed, dated in January 1772), in 
which, after be ueathing an annuity of 
idol. to Mrs. Thomas, and of 80l. to 
Mrs, Anne Hooper (che attendant on Miß 
Trevor). 


e xiii 


Fr revor), ſhe gives the reſt of her property 
> her daughter Diana-Maria, and the re- 
4 95 9 of it to her relation, the Rev. David 
| Scuriocke, M. A. of Love-Hill Place, 
Langley, Bucks. From the above period, 
no teſtamentary diſpoſition of her eſtate 
having been made by Lady Trevor, her 
X property, both real and perſonal, de- 
2X volved of courſe to Mr. Scurlock, who be- 
2 came poſſeſſed in conſequence of many cu- 


* Son to the gentlemah of whom Sir Richard ſpeaks in 
terms of approbation, p. 137: arid who, at that time, was 
B. A. of Jeſus College, Oxford; where he took the degree 
of M. A. May 10, 1717 ; and was afterward vicar of Walt- 


e 

ham St. Lawrence, Berks, and of Pottern, Wilts. He pub- 
ite lied ſeven ſingle Sermons between 1720 and 1748 ; one of 
It which, preached at Wallmgford at an election of a burgefs 
r to ſerve in parliament, 1719-20, was printed, under the title 
Y of « Public Virtue the only Preſervative of Liberty and Pro- 
of =X ** perty; or; Slavery the natural Conſequence of Avarice 


« and Corruption; dedicated to Sir Richard Steele, Kant,” 
us! For a Sermon which he preached at St. Paul's, at the time 
; the General Exciſe Bill was in agitation, he received the 
0- 2X perſonal thanks of Sir Robert Walpole. He died Aug. 21, 
he 1768. The following little memorandum is tranſcribed 
in from the hand writing of Dr. Hoadly, when Biſhop of Ban- 
my gor. Mr. Scurlock having, in 1720, flood candidate for a 
er city lectureſhip, the. Biſhop recommends him thus: The 
good character I have heard of Mr. Scurlock from many 
= © very worthy and reſpectable perſons, joined to my own 
of == ** perſonal knowledge of him, induce me to 99 
to him to the pariſhioners of St. Peter le Poor. 
6 A B£NjAaMIN BANGOR), March 21, 1720.“ 
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A PREFACE 
nus letters and documefits, 
fhould have been frappy 


to Have incor 


many diſtinguiſhed characters. 


Lady Trevor had alſo many capital por- I 
waits; genen thoſe of her father and 


mother, both by Kneller; another of Sir 


Richard, by Dahl, painted whilſt he was 
In Scotland as a commiſſioner of the for- 
feited eſtates; her grandfather, Jonathan 
Seurlock, eſq. his ſon Alexander, and one of 
Herſelf, ſtrongly reſembling her father; all 3 


Which 1 4 
rated in "this ebllection, had 1 kibwn of 
theth in time; and from which; through 
the Hberakiry of Mir. Scurlock, I have no 
doubt of yet being able to extract a rich 
fund of Wiurs entertaintnetit to the pub- 
tick. It may be ſuffleient for the preſent 
to ſay, that there are, among theſe pa- 
pers, ſome valuable letters to and from 


which are bow in the collection of Mr. 4 


Scurlock. Her Ladyſhip had alfo'a portrait 
of her noble huſband, and of Miſs Trevor; Y 
ehe late Duke and Dutcheſs of Narlbo- 
Tough, the preſent Duke and Putcheſs, 
and Lord Charles Spencer; the Earl and 
Countelſs of Pembroke; Lady Diana Beau - 
elerk, with ſeveral fine drawings iu cray- 
ons by that lady ; ; and her own picture, 

| with 3 5 


rf 1 eiter of Mrs. Thomas, by Pine, on the 


— 


milies; and the reſt were ſold by auction 


5 K E F A e f. Ty 


ſame canvaſs. Of thefe, the moſt conſi- 
derable were reſtored to their reſpective fa- 


at Bath, in May, 1782, with her houſe- 
hold furniture, medals, and a valuable li- 
brary, collected by herſelf and her father. 
Almoſt all the Letters contained in the 
firſt volume (three hundred and eighty- 
four in number) are now for the firſt time 
printed ®, They were preſerved with great 
care by Lady Trevor; and were by her 


> | given, as has been faid already, to Mr. 


Thomas. From him they were purchaſed 


* I take this opportunity of obſerving (what had eſcaped 
me in its proper place) that five of the letters in this volume (V, 
X, XIV, XVI, and XVIII,) were uſed by the ingenious au- 
thor in The Spectator, N CXLII. Aug. 13, 1711, accom- 
panied by the following letter, written 4 years after marriage; a 
period of time which, for the ſake of diſguiſe, he changes to 40: 

© MADAM, June 20, 1711. 

*c ] Heartily beg your pardon for my omiſſion to write yeſter- 
« day. It was no failure of my tender regard for you; but hav- 
„ung been very much perplexed in my thoughts on the ſubject 
« of my laſt, made me determine to ſuſpend ſpeaking of it cill 
« I came myſelf. But, my lovely creature, know it is not in 
the power of age, of misfortune, or any other accident which 
hangs over human life, to take from me the pleaſing eſteem I 
** have for you, or the memory of the bright figure you appeared 
„in, when you gave your hand aud heart to, Madam, your 
<*'moſt grateful huſband, and obedient ſervant.”——One'othec 


Letter was uſed in The Tatler, No XXXV; and that to 


Mas. Manley firſt appeared in her Memoirs of Europe,” 


by 


* ** 
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xvi P R E F A C E. 
by the Editor; who has ſince had the ho- 
nour of preſenting the originals to the Cu- 
rators of the Britiſh Muſeum. E 
In ſearching for the notes and illuſtra- 
tions, it was diſcovered. that there were 
ſeveral detached Letters of Steele, in va- 


rious publications, which, if collected, 


would materially illuſtrate his character. 
Of theſe a diſtin ſeries is here formed, 


which it was at firft intended to add to the 


Preſent volume as an Appendix; but, hav- "3 


ing grown too bulky tor that purpoſe, it 


has been thought more adviſable to publiſh 3 
them as a diſtin volume. Perhaps it 
may not be diſagreeable to the reader to 


trace in them this great man's aſtobiſning 


powers in varying theſe progreſſive com- 
plimentary addreſſes to his friends and pa- 
trons. At any rate, they contain in them- 
ſelves ſufficient intrinſic merit to ſuperſede 
all apology for their re- publicatiou. 1 
—— — 

TO the politeneſs of the Rev. Mr. Scurloc 
I am indebted for the following uſeful dates 
It doth appear, by the pariſh-regiſter of the 


4 pariſh of St. Bridget, Dublin, that Richard 1 
« the ſon of Richard Steele was baptiſed Maren 


« the 
7 . =” 
2» N 
* $ a 
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the r2th, 1671; which we certify ww 224 


day of March, 1722. 
. 4 c W1LLtam Barry, Miniſter. 

* 8 C WILLIAM WALKER, . Aena 
re * 66 JeROME Bax pon, War * 
| X Erirtapn at Lax, by Sir Rien. STEELE. 

' XZ <« NEAR this place lie the remains of that polite 
r. perſon, JONATHAN ScURLOCK, Eſq.— When he had 
l. niſhed his ſtudies in Trinity College in Cambridge, 
e ble arrived ata good degree of knowledge of the laws 
fl 4 at Gray's Inn in London. He officiated as a juſtice 
ol the peace in the county of Carmarthen, which he 
t I filled with great reputation. If you conſider the gen- 


tleman as a Chriſtian, he filled all the ſeveral offices 
= of piety to God, duty to his parents, love to his wife, 
XZ liberality to the poor, and good-will towards all man- 
*X kind, - By a fate happy to himſelf, but to be lamented 
by others, he breathed his laſt on the 16th day of 
March, in the year of our Lord 1682, and in the 
29th year of his age.—No man hath lived too Hort a 
time, who hath practiſed perfect virtue, Cictro.” 
The following notices are from the hand- 
writing of Mrs. (afterwards Lady) Steele: 
My daughter Elizabeth was born the 26th 
* of March, 1709, on a Saturday evening, half 
* an hour after fix, or ſeven o'clock. She was 
* chriſtened the 6th of April; her godfathers 
% Mr, Wortley Montague and Mr. Addiſon; her 
* godmothers, my Mother and Mrs. Vaughan, 
«© My ſon Richard was born the 25th of May, 
1710, on a Thurſday morning, a little after 
three o'glock; and was chriſtened the 24th of 
60 June ; : 
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6c of falvation with fear and TEVETENCE, | 


* neſs. But waſh out my offences; and give 


„ mortal, and a glorious immortal, life; through 


„ Blangorſe,“ -P. 241, I. 3, read © Buſh,” 


vii REI ASE . 7 
* June his godfathers Lord Halifax and Mr. 
64 Hopkins the elder; bis godmother was my 
« Mothers Mrs. Vaughan ſtood for her. E 
My ſon, Eugene“ was born the 4th of March, 
* 1712, on a Tueſday, half an hour after ten at 
* night, He was chriſtened the 2d of April; 
< the goſſips Mr. Warner, Mr. Aſhurſt, and my 
* Mother in perſon.“ .. 
A ſttiking inſtance, of our Author's piety is 
given in p. 271; and his attention to religious 
duties may be ſeen in pp. 3, 3, 10), and is con- 
firmed by the following prayer, tranſcribed frn 
the original in the poſſeffion'of My. Scurlock ! 

O Almighty Lord God and Saviour, lvok 7 
* down with compaſſion on me, and give nic 
grace to approach the myſterious ordinance * 


* \ i * 
i 4 
4 * — 8 "= : I ** 
2 as n > * 


O Lord, I love, I adore, I believe in these. 
1 Give me, O Lord, a life ſuitable ta my fait; 
& and let me not caſt away, with a foul con- 
« fcious of, and adoring, thy unfpeakable good- 


van Sat MR . * 


„me the benefit of this eup, in order to a good 


* 


SA, 
wh tin. © _ * 


the merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our 
* Lord and Saviour !”? | 
In p. 222, it is ſaid that Prince Eugene was godfather to 


this ſon, It appears clearly, however, that the child was only 
pamed after the Princely General, \ 


* 
8 * 
— MOLE oo rn 
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P. 7, I. 10, read * joy and old age.”—P, 160, 164, 197, read 
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LETTER I. To MA,... Scukx Lock. 


Mapan, * [Saturday, Aug. 9,] 1707 +. 
OUR wit and beauty are ſuggeſtions 
3 which may eaſily lead you into the inten- 
tion of my writing to you. You may be ſure 
that I cannot be cold to ſo many good qualities 
as all that ſee you muſt obſerve in you. You 
pre a woman of a very good underftangdinggnd 
4 * Mrs. Mary Scurlock, afterwards Lady STEELE, } 
nd fole heireſs of Jonathan Scurlock, eſq. of the county of Caer- 
Parthen, was at this time a beautiful young lady about the 
e of eight or nine-and-twenty. Sir Richard has drawn a very 
miable character of her in a dedication prefixed to the third vo- 
me of The Ladies Library.” She is ſtyled here, according 
che mode of the time when this letter was written, not Mig, 
put Mifreſs ScCURLOCK, though her mother was ſtill living, 
The appellation of Mi/s was then appropriated to the daughters 
$f gentlemen under the age of ten, or given opprobriouſly to 
J oung gentlewomen reproachable for the giddineſs, or irregula- 
4 "= of their conduct. See the new edition of“ The TATLER,”” 
Fol. I. No 10, ate; and No 13, and note. 
+ + The day of the month is cut out by Mrs. Scurlock from 
his and a few of the following letters; and in ſome others the 
Wgures have been clumſily altered, in order to diſguiſe the exact 
m tes from a confidential friend to whom ſhe appears to have 
ewed them. Many concurring circumſtances, however, confirm 
ze conjectural dates here inſerted in books. 


B will 
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will not meaſure my thoughts by any ardour in Wl 
my expreſſions, which is the ordinary — | 1 I 
on theſe occaſions. 7 A 
I have reaſons for hiding from my neareſt re. 
lation any purpoſe I may have reſolved upon of 
waiting on you, if you permit it; and I hope 
you have confidence from mine, as well as your 
own character, that ſuch a condeſcenfion ſhould 


not be ill uſed by, Madam, your moſt obedient 
ſervant, R. STEELE, | 


LETTER II“. To Mrs, Scuxrock. 4 


— 


_ Mapan, | [Aug. 11,] 170). 
r to you on Saturday by Mrs, War. 
Fen, and give you this trouble to urge the | . 

ſame requeſt I made then; which was, that! F . 

may be admitted to wait upon you. I ſhould} 


be very far from defiring this, if it were a tranl- 


* The e of STEELE will recogniſe this letter, Which | 
they have read fo frequently in the TATLER, Ne 35 ; where it ; © 
is thus introduced as an article from White's Chocolate-houſe: ? 
„I know no manner of news for this place, but that Cynthio, 4 
& having been long in deſpair for the inexorable Clariſſa, lately 
* reſolved to fall in love the good old way of bargain and ſale, 
and has pitched upon a very agreeable young woman, He 
« will undoubtecly ſucceed ; for he accoſts her in a ſtrain of fa- 
«& miliarity, without break ing through the deference that is due 
« to a woman whom a man would chuſe for his life. I hae 8 
% hardly ever heard rough truth ſpok en with a better grace than I 
in this his letter.“ Mrs. Warren, i in the TATLER, is changed 
to Mrs. Lucy; and fo it is in the original MS, whence the leuet 4 
Js now printed, 


7 2 greſſon 4 


To Mas. SCU RLOCEk. 3 
4 & reffion of the moſt ſevere rules to allow it: I 
1 1 now you are very much above the little arts 
ich are frequent in your ſex of giving unne- 
1 effary torment to their admirers z therefore 
, Pope you will do ſo much juſtice to the gene- 
Fous paffion I have for you, as to let me have an 
dpportunity of acquainting you upon what mo- 
1 ives I pretend to your good opinion. I ſhall 
at Mot trouble you with my ſentiments till I know 
„pow they will be received; and as I know no 
Feaſon why difference of ſex ſhould make our 
language to each other differ from the ordinary 
*Fules of right reaſon, I ſhall affect plainneſs and 
Wncerity in my diſcourſe to you, as much as 
I Sther lovers do perplexity and rapture. Inſtead 
bf ſaying * I ſhall die for you,” I profeſs I ſhould 
de glad to lead my life with you. You are as 
Peautiful, as witty, as prudent, and as good-hu- 
moured, as any woman breathing; but I muſt 
Fonfeſs to you, I regard all theſe excellencies as 
you will pleaſe to direct them for my happineſs 
x miſery. With me, Madam, the only laſting 
motive to love, is the hope of its becoming mu- 
4 ual. I beg of you to let Mrs. Warren ſend me 
vord when L may attend you. I promiſe you I 
Ul talk of nothing but indifferent things; 
Though, at the ſame time, I know not how [ 
hall approach you in the tender moment of firſt 
Neeing you after this declaration which has been 
made by, Madam, your moſt obedient and moſt 
Faithful humble ſervant, Rich. STEELE. | 
| "W 2 LETTER 


7 
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LETTER Ill. To Mr. Scunroc. 


Maran, [Aug. 14,] 1707. 
CAME to your houſe this night to wait on 
you ; but you have commanded me to ex pea g ? 

the happineſs of ſeeing you at another time of 
more leiſure. I am now under your own roof | 
while I write; and that i imaginary ſatisfaction of F 
being ſo near you, though not in your preſence, 
has in it ſomething that touches me with ſo. ten- 
der ideas, that it is impoſſible for me to deſcribe 3 
their force. All great paſſion makes us dumb; 
and the higheſt happineſs, as well as higheſt #8 
grief, ſeizes us too violently to be expreſſed by 
our. words. 3 

You are ſo good as to let me know I ſhall 
have the honour of ſeeing you when I next 
come here. I will live upon that expettation, i 
and meditate on your perfections till that happy 
hour. The vaineſt woman upon earth never 
ſaw in her glaſs half the attractions which I view . 
in you. Your air, your ſhape, your every '#- 
glance, motion, and geſture, have ſuch peculiar 
graces, that you poſſeſs my whole ſoul, and I 
know no life but in the hopes of your approba- 
tion: I know not what to ſay, but that I love & 
you with the fincereſt paſſion that ever entered 
the heart of man. I will make it the buſineſs 
of my life to find out means of convincing you 


tat 


9 


ro Ma. SCURLOCK., 5 
at I prefer you to all that is pleaſing upon 
Marth. I am, Madam, your moſt obedient, moſt 
7 ithful humble ſervant, RiCH.' STEELE. 


4 


—— — = 


LETTER IV. To Mrs. ScuxLock. 


"= MADAM, Friday Morning [Aug. 15, 1707]. 
F YT OPING you are in good health, as | am 
e, : BD : 
1. at this preſent writing, I take the liberty 
be bidding you good morrow, and thanking you 
05 r yeſterday's admiſſion. To know ſo much 
.& Meaſure with ſo much innocence is, methinks, 
by ſatis faction beyond the preſent condition of 


man life; but the union of minds in pure af- 
| fe Etion is renewing the firſt ſtate of man. 
© You cannot imagine the gratitude with which 
editate on your obliging behaviour to me, 
d how much improved in generous ſentiments 
 Fpeturn from your company : at the ſame time 
i "Wat you give me paſſion for yourſelf, you in- 
ire me alſo with a love of virtue. 
ry Mrs. Warren informed me of your intention * 
a Sunday morning. I forbear indulging myſelf 
a ſtyle which my eager wiſhes prompt me to, 
7” Wt of reverence to that occafion. I am, Ma- 
© Wm, your moſt obliged, moſt faithful ſervant, 


ed 1 
1 Rick. STEELE. 
eſs 
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s * To receive the ſacrament; ſee p. 7. 
at 
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LETTER v. To Mrs. Scyztock. 


org Aug. 16 *, 170). 4 
RE the light this morning dune 


Kae the earth, I awaked, and lay in ex. 
pectation of its return; not that it could give 
any new ſenſe of joy to me, but as I hoped it 
would bleſs you with its chearful face, after: 


quiet which I wiſhed you laſt night. If ny 


prayers are heard, the day appeared with all the 


influence of a merciful Creator upon your perfor 
and actions. Let others, my lovely charmer 
talk of a blind being that diſpoſes their hearts; 
J contemn their low images of love. I have no 


2 thought which relates to you, that I cannd 


with confidence beſeech the All-ſeeing Power te 


bleſs me in. May he direct you in all you” 


ſteps, and reward your innocence, your ſanctit! 


of manners, your prudent youth, and becoming 


4 = n SE 
FY —— A % G 


* 
ans 


8 <>." 
em 


2 


- 
— 
wet 


piety, with the continuance of His grace an \ 
protection. This is an unuſual language to l, 
dies; but you have a mind elevated above thi 
giddy notions of a ſex inſnared by flattery, anc 


* The date in the ba is here twice altered ; in the 174 | 
place, « Aug. 16“ is changed to “ Aug. 23; and Mrs. 9 1 


(not thinking the diſguiſe ſufficient), has written under 
« Sept. 3, 1671;” and added this remark : * Though I mall 


* him no declarations in his favour, you ſee he had hopes of 
„When he writ this in the month following . obedicl | 


6 ſeryant !”? 


m ile 1 


4 * 

be 
a2 
6 


3 : o Mas. 8 C UR L. 0 C = 5 
Fnifled by a falſe and fhort adoragion, into a ſolid 
1 End long contempt. Beauty, my faireſt crea- 
ure, palls in the poſſeſſion ; but I love alſo your 
7. 4 mind: your ſoul is as dear to me as my own; 
Y ind, if the advantage of a liberal education, 
ſome knowledge, and as much contempt of the 
, WF world, Joined with endeavours towards a life 
3 of ſtrict virtue and religion, can qualify me to 
raiſe new ideas in a breaſt ſo well diſpoſed as 
ours is, our days will paſs away with joy, and, 
inſtead of introducing melancholy proſpects of 
decay, give us hope of eternal youth in a better 
life. I have but few minutes from the duty of 
my employment to write in, and without time 
to read over what I have writ; therefore beſeech 
vou to pardon the firſt hints of my mind, which 
1 have expreſſed in ſo little order. I am, deareſt 
our? ereature, your moſt obedient, moſt devoted ſer- 
want, R1CH. STEELE. 


LETTER VI. To Mrs. ScvxLock. 


Maran, | [Aug. 17,] 1707. 
COULD not omit writing to you, though 
on Sunday morning, when I know I inter- 
rupt your meditation on higher ſubjects * 
there is nothing but Heaven itſelf which J * 
fer to your love, which ſhall be the purſuir of 


The ſacrament; ſee p. 5. 


B 4 my 


8 


which I am denied to approach. In a word, 
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my life; and I hope there will not a day apperr 
to our lives end, wherein there will not appear 
ſome inſtance of an affection, not to be excelled 
but in the manfions of eternity, to which we 
may recommend ourſelves by our behaviour to 
each other here. I am, my lovely charmer, 


your obedient * I 
LETTER VII. To Mrs, ScuxLock, 4 45 

I 
k 
Mapam, Lord Sunderland's Office, 1707. 
ITH what language ſhall I addreſs my © - 
lovely fair, to acquaint her with the ſen- 


timents of an heart ſhe delights to torture? I 1 
have not a minute's quiet out of your fight; * 
and, when I am with you, you uſe me with ſo 
much diſtance, that I am ſtill in a ſtate of ab- 
ſence heightened with a view of the charms 3 


. 


you muſt give me either a fan, a maſk, or a} 2 4 
glove, you have wore, or I cannot live; other- I 
wiſe you muſt expect III kiſs your hand, or, 
when I next fit by you, ſteal your handkerchief, | 
You yourſelf are too great a bounty to be re- 
ceived at once; therefore I muſt be prepared 7 
degrees, leſt the mighty gift diſtract me with 
Joy. Dear Mrs. Scurlock, I am tired with call- 
ing you by that name; therefore ſay the day in 1 

The name is here cut out. A 


3 
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To Mat. SCURLOCK. 5 


* which you will take that of, Madam, your moſt 
ar pbedient, — devoted humble ſervant, 
a Rich. STEELE, 


| Fa 
LETTER VIII. To Mrs. ScvrLock. 


X Mapan, Smith-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 1107. 
N TAKE up pen and ink to indulge the ſenſi- 
LE. bility of —— I am under, in reflecting upon 
the agreeable company in which | paſſed yeſter- 
day evening. The day hangs heavily upon me, 
# and the whole bufineſs of it 1s an impertinent 
Zpuilty dream in compariſon of the happineſs of 
a few moments of real life at your houſe, which 
go off in privacy and innocence. Were it poſ- 


t; 3 Eble the concern I have for you were mutual, 
ſo how tedious would be the moments of each 


De 1 other's abſence, how fleeting the hours we 
15 ſhould be together! how would my mirth be 
eightened !. how my ſorrow baniſhed by the 
appearance of a ſmile in that countenance, where 
r- Ware ſo charmingly painted complacency, good- 
r, ſenſe, innocence, honour, and truth? Since this is 
f. ¶ theſigure you bear in my imagination, you cannot 
e- blame my defire of having thoſe good qualities 
my conſtant companions, and for ever engaged 
h in my intereſts. My heart overflows with the 
|- pleaſing proſpects which throng into my mind 
in when I think of you. What ſhall I ſay? Pr'y- 

I thee, 


* 
* 
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thee, Mrs. Scurlock, have pity on, Madam, 

your moſt IEP moſt faithful ſervant, 1 
F327, Rich, STEELE, 


PE We : 
s — — 
* y n 3 


„ + 


| 1 L ET T E R IX. To Mrs. SCURLOCK, 


Mau, Smith; ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 170% 3 
1 LAY down laſt night with your image in E 
my thoughts, apd have awaked this morning E 3 
in the ſame contemplation. The pleaſing tran- i 
ſport with which I am delighted, has a ſweetneſs 8 
in it, attended with a train of ten thouſand ſoft 
defires, anxieties, and cares. The day ariſes on 
my hopes with new brightneſs; youth, beauty, 
and innocence, are the charming objects that 
ſteal me from myſelf, and give me joys above 
the reach of ambition, pride, or glory. Believe 
me, fair one, to throw myſelf at your feet is 
giving myſelf the higheſt bliſs I know on earth. 
Oh, haſten ye minutes! bring on the happy 
morning wherein to be ever her's will make me 
look down on thrones! Dear Molly, I am paſ- 
fionately, faithfully thine, R1CH. STEELE. 
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To Mas. f G URL SRK. 


LETTER X. To Mes. SqyzLock. 


MADAM, Aug. aa, 1707 *. 

F my vigilance, and ten thonſand wiſhes for 
10 your welfare and repoſe, could have any 
force, you laſt night ſlept in ſecurity, and had 
every good angel in your attendance. To have 
my thoughts ever fixed on you, to live in con- 
ſtant fear of every accident to which human life 
4 is liable, and to ſend up my hourly prayers to 
" 2X avert them from you; I fay, Madam, thus to 
think, and thus to ſuffer, is what I do for her 
who is in pain at my approach, and calls all my 
tender ſorrow impertinence. You are now be- 
fore my eyes, my eyes that are ready to flow 
with tenderneſs, but cannot give relief to my 
& guſhing heart, that dictates what I am now ſay- 
ing, and yearns to tell you all its achings How 
art thou, oh my ſoul, ſtolen from thyſelf! how 
1s all thy attention broken ! My books are blank 
paper, and my friends intruders. I have no 
hope of quiet but from your pity : to grant it, 
would make more for your triumph. To give 
pain, is the tyranny, to make happy, the true em- 
pire, of beauty. If you would confider aright, you 


* This date is in part cut out, and ſupplicd with “ Aug. 9. 
* 1671.” Over “ Madam,” at, the beginning, Mrs. S. has 
written “ Andromache,” and ſubſtituted © Madam” for “ dear 
« Mrs. Scurlock”” at the end, 


-ij 
6 would 
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would find an agreeable change, i in diſmiſfing the 
attendance of a ſlave, to receive the com plai- 3 
ſance of a companion. I bear the former, in 
hopes of the latter condition, As I live in chains 
without murmuring at the power which inflicts 
them, ſo I could enjoy freedom without forget- 
ting the mercy that gave it. Dear Mrs. Scur- 
lock, the life which you beſtow on me ſhall be 
no more my own. I am, your moſt devoted, 
moſt obedient ſervant, R1CH. STEELE. 


„ LET'TER Xl. To Mrs. ScunrLock. 


Mapa, Chelſea, Aug. 25, 1707. 
AM obſerved, by a friend who is with me, in 
every geſture and motion I make. I have MM 

ſtole a moment, while he is in next room, to tell 
the charmer and inſpirer of my ſoul I am her 
devoted, obedient ſervant, Rich. STEELE. $ 


LETTER XII. To Mrs. Scukrock. 


My deareſt Creature, Thurſday, Avg. 27, 170). 
BEG the favour of you to let me paſs this 


day in your company. I have contrived my 
buſineſs ſo, that I have till eight at night, at my 


own diſpoſal. I can come in a coach ; and Mrs. 
Warren being in the way, may let me in without 
4 N obſervation. 


To Mas, 5 CURLOCGk. 13 


Wobſervation, My loved creature, do Th deny 
this requeſt, nor think I am capable of being 
anowed that liberty without a true ſenſe of your 
goodneſs to me in it. Your generous conde- 
ſcenſion in all your carriage towards me, ſhall al- 
ways give you a powerful and laſting influence 
| þ upon the thoughts and actions of him who hopes 
0 be, Madam, your moſt obliged and grateful 
1 huſband, Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER XII. To Mrs. ScuRLoCK. 


MapamM, Aug. 29, 1707. 
&T FEAR it will be an hour later than 24 
23 that I wait upon you to-night ; for I have an 
1 which will detain me, and which 
Concerns both, you, and, Madam, your moſt 
Poel moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Rick. STEELE. 


A 
E. 77 
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43 LETTER XIV. To Mrs. ScurLock. 


Mapa, Aug. 30, 1707. 
+ BEG pardon that my paper is not finer, but 
11 am forced to write from a coffee-houſe 
here I am attending about buſineſs. There is 
dirty crowd of buſy faces all around me, talk- 
4 Ing of money; while all my ambition, all my 
ealth, is love! Love, which animates my 


= 
[ 13 5 
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heart, ſweetens my humour, enlarges my ſoul, 
and affects every action of my life. It is to my 
lovely charmer I owe, that many noble ideas are 
continually affixed to my words and actions; it | 
is the natural effect of that generous paſſion, to 5 
create in the admirer ſome ſimilitude of the ob- 1 L 
ject admired. Thus, my dear, am I every day 1 
to improve from ſo ſweet a companion. Look 
up, my fair one, to that Heaven which made 
thee ſuch, and join with me to implore its in- 4 
fluence on our tender innocent hours, and be- 
ſeech the Author of love, to bleſs the rites he 
has ordained, and mingle with our happineſs a 9 
Juſt ſenſe of our tranſient condition, and a refig. * 
nation to His will, which only can regulate our 
minds to a ſteady endeavour to. pleaſe Him and 
each. other. : am for ever your faithful ſervant, 4 


R. STEELE» 


2 wi $A 8 4 


——— — 


LETTER XV. To Mrs. Scuxrock. 


Dear, lovely Mrs. TCURLOCK, z 
Saturday-night [Aug. 30, 1107]. 4 

HAVE been in very good company, 
where your health, under the character of 
. the woman I loved beſt, has been often drunk; 3 ; 
ſo that I may ſay I am dead drunk for Jour 4 
ſake, which i is more than ** I die for you.” 3 


R. SreeLE. iN 
LETTERY 


LETTER XVI. To Mrs. Scuxrock. 
MADAM, Sept, 1, 1909 8. 


T is the hardeſt thing in the world to be in 
love, and yet attend buſineſs. As for me, 


Bll who ſpeak to me find me out, and I muſt 


1 Nock myſelf up, or other people will do it 
| 8 Or Me, | 
; 4 A gentleman d me this morning, &© What 


3 © news from Liſbon +? and I anſwered, * She 
BF is exquiſitely handſome.” Another Sol ns 


© now when I had been laſt at Hampton- 
* court? I replied, © It will be on Tueſday come 
> WF ſe'nnight.” Pr'ythee allow me at leaſt to 
* iss your hand before that day $, that my mind 
d may be in ſome compoſure, - || Oh love 
4 4 A thouſand torments dwell about thee, 


1 FVet who would live, to live without thge ? 


| Methinks I could write a volume to you; 
1 but all the language on earth would fail in ſay- 
Ie how much, and with what diſintereſted paſ- 


day for our marriage was fixed.” 

+ Altered by Mrs. S. to © Holland.“ 

== { Altered to « Windſor;“ and the reply in the _ line is 
® bebged to, © She deſigns to go with me.” * 

| Altered to “the appointed day.” 

| Theſe two werds and the following couplet ate ſtruck out. 


LETTER 


| ſion, I am ever yours, R1CH. STEELE» 

V, 1 * The date of this letter is altered to“ Sept. 25, 1671 ;” and 

of Ars. S. has remarked on it, © The two next were written after 
1 
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LETTER XVII. To Mrs. Scuntoen. 


D EAR Canarons, 
Sept. 2, 1707, between One and Two. 


VER fince ſeven this morning I have been 

in company; but have ſtole a moment, to 
pour out the fulneſs of my thoughts, and com. 
plain to you of the interruption that imperti. 
nent amuſement called buſineſs has given me, 
amidſt my contemplation on the beſt of women, 4 
and the moſt agreeable object that ever charmed 
the heart of man. 1 am, deareſt, lovelieſt crea. 1 


ture, eternally thine, Rick. STEELE. | 3 


LETTER XVII. To Mrs. ScurxLtock. 


Dear CREATURE, 
Sept. 3, 1707, Seven in the Morning e, 
TEXT to the influence of Heaven, I am to 


thank you that I ſee the returning day 
with pleaſure. To paſs my evenings in ſo ſweet 

a a converſation, and have the eſteem of a woman 
of your merit, has in it a particularity of hap - 
pineſs no more to be expreſſed than returned. 
But I am, my lovely creature, contented to be © 
on the obliged fide, and to employ all my days 1 
in new endeavours to convince you, and all the 


Date changed to Oct. 23, 1671. 4 
; world, I 
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orid of the ſenſe I have of your condeſcenſion 
n chuſing, Madam, your moſt faithful, moſt 
bedient humble RT" Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER XIX. TO Mrs: ScoxLocs. 


MADAM, 
Lord Sunderland's Office, Whitehall, —.— 3, 170% *. 


HE young lady, your daughter, told me 
| ſhe had a letter from you of 22d inſtant, 
1 4 herein you gave her the higheſt marks of your 
| uon, and anxiety for her welfare, in relation 
* I d me. The main proſpect on theſe occaſions is 
at of fortune; therefore I ſhall very candidly 
k ive you an account of myſelf as to that parti- 
ular. My late wife had ſo extreme a value for 
e, that ſhe, by fine, conveyed to me her whole. 
date, fituate in Barbados, which, with the 
ock and ſlaves (proper ſecurities being given 
to or the payment of the rent), is let for eight 
Pundred and fifty pounds per annum, at half- 
3 4 early payments; that is to ſay, 4251. each firſt 
an f May, and 4251. each firſt of December. This 
9 ſtate came to her incumbered with a debt of 
4, sol. by legacies and debts of her brother, 
be bhoſe executrix ſhe was, as well as heireſs, I 
oſt confeſs, it has not been in my power to leſ- 
* The original date of this letter to Mrs. Scurlock's mother, 
altered here, from Sept. 3, to Sept. 30, 170. 


C ſen 


/ 
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- ſen the incumbrance, by reaſon of chargeai 
ſickneſſes, and not having at that time any en. 
ployment of profit, But at preſent, and en 
fince May laſt, T have been appointed by th 
Secretaries of State to write the Gazette, with 
ſalary of 300l. a year, paying a tax of 451. 1 
am alſo gentleman-waiter to his Royal Highne 
- the Prince, with a . ve 1001, a year, ng i 
ſubject to taxes. 11 
Thus my whole income is at C. «©. & 


preſent per annum — 13230 o f 
Deduct the intereſt of 3000l. 180 o 
Taxes for my employment 45 o (ff 
225 of 


Remains after theſe deductions 102 5 
This is, Madam, the preſent ſtate of my 110 
and, though this income is ſo large, I havet E 
taken any regard to lay up any thing furtiſf 
than juſt what pays the intereſt abovemention 
If I may be ſo happy to obtain your favour, 
as we may live together with finglenefs of min 

1 ſhall readily go into ſuch meaſures as ſhall 
thought moſt adviſable for our mutual interci 
and, if it is thought fit, will ſell what I have 
the Plantations. Your daughter acquaints n 
there is a demand of 14001, upon your eft: 
the annual income of which is better than 4d 


ro 'Mxs: SCURLOCK 19 
., ann. You have now the whole view of both 
Sur circumſtances before you; and you ſee there 
WW foundation for our living in an handſome 

anner, provided we can be of one mind; 
ithout which I could not propoſe to myſelf 
y happineſs or bleſſing, were my circum- 
ances ever ſo plentiful, I am at a preſent 
nEture in my affairs, and my friends are in 
eat power, ſo that it would be highly neceſ- 
Fry for us to be in the figure of life Which we 
Hall think convenient to appear in, as ſoon as 
1 Pa be, that I may proſecute my expectations 
a buſy way while the wind is for me, with 
a confideration that about a court it will not 
SEways blow one way. Your coming to town is 
Wightily to be wiſhed. I promiſe myſelf the 
Neaſures of an induſtrious and virtuous life, in 
aying to do things agreeable to you. But I 
ill not enlarge into profeſſions, I aſſure you, I 
Wall always contend with you who ſhall lay the 
MF cater obligations on the other; and I can form 
myſelf no greater ſatisfaction than having one 
y your permiſhon to ſubſcribe myſelf, Ma- 
m, your moſt obedient ſon, and moſt humble 

vant, RiCH. STEELE. 

Writing i is painful to me. 
If you incloſe your letters to your daugh- 
ter, they will come free, To Richard 
« Steele, Eſq. at the Secretary's Office, 
„ Whitehall.” 

| C2 LETTER 
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LETTER XX. To Mrs. ScuRLock, 


Dax Miss“ MoLLy, 


Sept. 4. 1707 


AM loth to interrupt your prayers, or n 


indiſpenſable bufineſs, with a long epiſtle thi 


morning; therefore forgive me that I only ju 
_ ſay, I am ever yours, 
I ſhall come at night, and make all the d 
patch here I can, not to be wanted. 


„ «Fe 


z . 


R. 8 


LETTER XXI. To Mrs, ScurLock. 


Dran MAp Ax, Sept. 5, 170; 
HE pleafing hope with which my mind 
poſſeſſed, is too delicate a touch of t 

ſoul to be explained, but it is founded on fo { 
Hd and laſting motives, that I am ſure it will! 
tuate the behaviour of my whole life; for I. 
not entertain my imagination with thoſe tr 
ſports only which are raifed by beauty, but fix 
+ alſo on the fatisfactions which flow from the! 


* Mi iſs ſeems here uſed as a term of endearment. 


verence due to virtue. Thus I am not only 

- Juted by your perſon, but convinced by ye 
life, that you are the moſt amiable of womt 

7 — Pet us go on, my lovely creature, to make 


+ The original date is here altered from Sept. 4, to Sept 


1707. 


regal 


uc 
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egards to each other, mutual and unchangeable, 
hat, While the world around us is enchanted 
vith the falſe ſatisfaCtions of vagrant defires, our 
xerſons may be ſhrines to each other, and ſacred 
> conjugal faith, unreſerved confidence, and 
eavenly ſociety. While we live after this man- 
er, angels will be fo far from being our ſupe- 
ors, that they will be our attendants. Every 
ood being guard my faireſt, and conduct her to 
hat boſom that pants to receive her, and protect 
er from all the cares and viciſſitudes of life with 

eternal tenderneſs ! I am ever moſt obligedly 
ours, Rich. STEELE. 


—— —ññ.ꝗ D • 


LETTER XXII. To Mrs. ScurLock. 


Maran, Saturday, Sept. 6, 1707. 

AM at a friend's houſe, where they have 
given me, as you ſee, but very ordinary in- 
ruments to write with. However, I hope the 
ncerity of my heart is not to be meaſured by 


* de dreſs in which I cloath it. My thoughts 
ry upon me in confideration of the approach 
1 the moment in which thoſe fair lips are to 


ve me in one monoſyllable more than all the 
oquence in the world can expreſs, when you 
y Yes to the accepting of, Madam, your moſt 
dliged, moſt grateful, moſt obedient ſervant, 

R1cH. STEELE. 
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LETTER XXIII. To Mrs. Sevzzock . 


MADAM, | Sept. 7, 170). 

N obedience, to your commands by you 

daughter, of hearing every poſt from thi 
town of her health and welfare, I do myſelf the 
honour to inform you, of it, and humbly deſin 
you would accept of my own duty. 

I hope you have before now received a lett 
from me wherein I laid before you at large th 
ſtate of my affairs +, and that, when we con 
to be acquainted, you will not eſteem it a diſac 
vantageous accident that I have the honour d 
being, Madam, your moſt obedient ſon, an 
moſt humble ſervant, Rich. STEELE, 


— ——ñ . — 


LETTER XXIV. To Mrs. Scuxrock. 


Mapan, Sept. 9+. 
HOPE your denying what I urged with 
much paſſion, and which I complained « 

in too vehement a manner, has not been a grie 
to my tender companion; for, upon reflectic 


* To Mrs. Scurlock's mother, 

+ See Letter XIX. RE 

t The date is altered from Sept. 9, to Sept. 11. See Let 

XXVI. and ue. ; 
fr 
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his morning, I extremely approve your conduct, 
nd take your behaviour to proceed from an in- 
lination to come to gay arms hallowed by your 
parent's bleſſing. I comply with your meaſures 
n bringing that happineſs about, and ſhall be- 
dave myſelf as if only in the beginning of a ſa- 
red love made at the altar. I promiſe to my- 
eif fincere felicity in a woman that can ſacrifice 
l defires to her duty; and I affure you, what- 
ver appearance of care and diſturbance you 
nay obſerve now and then in my countenance, 
is not the image of ſpleen, ill-nature, or diſ- 
tisfaction, but a ſtrong propenſity to make you 
he happieſt of your ſex ; which I ſhall endea- 
our to do, rather by an induſtrious ambition to 
ang promote your fortune, than by a mere dalliance 
E. f your perſon only, to ſhow a greater regard to 
e beauty than the wife. I beg of you to ſhow 
y letters to no one living, but let us be con- 
nted with one another's thoughts upon our 
ords and actions, without the intervention of 
ther people, who cannot judge of ſo delicate a 
ircumſtance as the commerce between man and 
ife, I am eternally yours, Ricn. STEELE: 
Pray write me a line, 


r 0 


CC. SAITER 


. OE, Boa ns 


ac TR. WP 
he hom BOL . 


"i 


your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
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"LETTER RXV. To Mes SevzLooK. 


1 | Sept. 10, 1707 ?, 
EING very. uneaſy when abſent from you, 
I defire you would give me leave to take 
coach and come to your hquſe; in order to 
which, pray let Warren be in the way tq admit 


Rick. STEELE, 


pe 4 
= . = * is * = w — 


L ET TER . To Mrs. Scuxlock f. 


Naas, i : 
Lord Sunderland's Office, Whitehall, Sept. 20, 1707. 


Y Tueſday's poſt I took the liberty to 
write to you on the moſt important occa- 

fion, and have been in ten thouſand anxieties 
. ever 


* The date of this letter, which is directed “ to Mrs. Warren, 
eems to have been altered from Sept 10, to Sept. 13, 1707. 
+ To Mrs. Scurlock's mother. See the next note. 
t © It ſeems to me that the two preceding letters to Mrs. Seu 
ock's mother, were not ſent according to their real original 
dates. Perhaps Mrs. Scurlock, who probably became Mr 
Steele on the 6th or th of Sept. 1707, prevented theſe tw 
letters, which are marked N XIX. and No XXIII. fron 
being diſpatched. There appears to have been an intention, « 
her part, to have kept her marriage private, and to have abſtaine 
from her huſband's bed, till her mother came from Caermarthent 
her London houſe in Swallow=ſtreet. This ſuppoſition throw 
ſome liglit on the letter marked No XXIV. and is countenanct 
1855 , 


To Mus. 8 conntock” TH 


ever ſince that time, for the reception which that 
letter is to find. The circumſtance is ſo tender, 
and my happineſs. hangs ſo much upon it, 
. that I could not forbear ſeconding my firſt ad. 
dreſs to you with a ſecond, though, I proteſt to 
you, I ſet pen to paper with as much difhdence 
as if I had the ſame paſſion for yourſelf as for ©” 
your daughter. I do not entertain you with an 
account of my fortune, and thoſe particulars 
which will naturally be enquired into by a pa- 
rent, becauſe I doubt not but you have ſo good 
an opinion of Mrs. Scurlock's prudence, that 
you do not believe ſhe would throw herſelf _ 
away. As to your favour to my pretenfions, I 
hope it upon no other foundation, than making 
it appear to you that, as to your own part in the 


by fimilar inſtances of prudery, mentioned in the courſe of 
Steele's correſpondence. His firſt letters to his wife are not di- 
rected to her, but to Mrs. Warren, witneſs the two fgllowing, . 
dated Sept. 21, and Oct. 6, 1707. STEELE, it ſeems, did by no 
means reliſh this way of proceeding. It appears from No XXIV, 
that he oppoſed it warmly, and I ſuſpect that he wrote ſeveral 
letters on the ſubject, which have not eſcaped the wreck of 
time and chance. An attention to the dates of the letters about 
this time confirms me in this opinion. On the 5th of OR. 
1707, STEELE went into open rebellion, and direfts his letter 
to his wife, to Mrs. STEELE, and perſevered in his obſtinacy. 
On the 13th of the ſame month he begs pardon for ev-ry act of 
rebellion, but then he ſeems to have carried his points, or per- 
ſiſted nevertheleſs. See No 29, et ſeg. The alterations and in- 
dorſements on ſome of. theſe letters, if made by Mrs. Mary 
Scurlock, afterwards Lady Steele, are miſerably bungled, and 
give no proofs of her ſagacity. I owe this note to my good 
friend, the ANNQTATOR QN THE TATLER, ; 
| affair, 
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affair, t there is not that man breathing that could 
come into your alliance, who ſhould, in all the 
offices of life, and peculiar eſteem for yourſelf, 
exceed the gratitude of, Madam, your moſt. 
obedient, moſt humbje ſervant, Ricn. STEELE. 


— 


LETTER XXVII. To Mrs. ScvzLock. 


Dax CrEATURE, Sept. 21, 1707. 
OUR lettcr gave me a great deal of fatis- 
faction. I haſten my buſineſs, to ſee you 
early in the evening. In the mean time, I recom- 
mend myſelf to your prayers and kind thoughts, 
and am ever yours, Rich. STEELE. 


* 


. 
— © - n l N = l | 
* - 


LETTER XXVIII. To Mrs. ScuxLock. 


Daz CREATURE, - Oct. 6, 1707. 
WRITE to tell you beforehand, that I am 
not in a very good humour; but all ſhall 

vaniſh at her fight whom Providence has given 
me for the baniſhment of care, and the im- 


provement of delight to your moſt obliged huſ- 
band, and moſt humble ſervant, R1cus STE ELF. 


4 vary 3 


/ * 


0 1 
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LETTER XXIX. To Mrs. ScurLock. 


My Liza, Oct. 7, 1707. 
FYOUSIN PEN is much in the ſame condi- 
tion we left her Jaſt night. I am going 
with great chearfulneſs and induſtry about my 
buſineſs to-day, in order to paſs my time here- 
after, without interruption, with the moſt agree- 
able creature living, which you are to the moſt 
* man living. Your obedient huſband, 


Rica. STEELE, 


8 


LETTER XXX. To Mrs. ScurLock. 


My loved Creature, Oct. 7, 1707. 

WXITE this only to bid you good - night, 

and aſſure you of my diligence in the matter 
I told you of. 

You may aſſure yourſelf value you accord - 
ing to your merit, which is ſaying that you have 
my heart, by all the ties of beauty, virtue, good- 
nature, and friendſhip, I find, by the progreſs 
I have made to-night, that I ſhall do my buſineſs 
effectually in two days time. Write me word 
you are in good-humour, which will be the 
higheſt pleaſure to your obliged huſband, 

Ricn. STEELE. - 
I ſhall want ſome linen from your houſe to- 
morrow. 
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r TER XXXI. To Mes ScvnLock. | 


Mx EAR Wirk, + 0. 8, 1707. 


OU. were not, I am ſure, awake ſo ſoon 
as I was for you, and defired the bleſſing 

of God upon you. After that firſt duty, my 
next is to let you know I am in health this 
morning, which I know you. are ſolicitous for. 
I believe it would not be amiſs if, ſome time this, 
afternoon, you took a coach or chair, and went 
to ſee an houſe next door to Lady Bulkley's, to- 
wards St. James's-ſtreet, which is to be let. I 
have a ſolid reaſon for quickening my diligence 
in all affairs of the world, which is, that you are 
my partaker in them, and will make me labour 
more than any incitation of ambition or wealth 
could do. After I have implored the help of 
Providence, I will have no motive to my actions 
but the love of the beſt creature living, to whom 


I am an obedient huſband, Rich. SrgzIz. 


— — 
LETTER XXXII. To Mrs. ScurLock. 


Dax Mana, Oct. 8, 170). 


1 COULD. not forbear letting you know, that 
I have received letters this moment from 
Barbados, which will facilitate my buſineſs; ſo 
natural is it that all things muſt grow better by 


er 


To Mas. SCURLOCE, 29 


| your ae to be partner to your moſt 
. obliged huſband, and moſt humble ſervant, * 


Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER XXXII. To Mrs. . 
Dan Mata; g 
Monday- morning, 08. I 3 1709. 
Tu comes to beg your pardon for every 
att of: rebellion 1 have ever committed a- 
gainſt you, and to. ſubſcribe myſelf in an error 
for being impatient of your kind concern in in- 
tereſting yourſelf with ſo much affection in all 
which relates to me. I do not queſtion but your 
prudence will be a laſting honour and advantage 
to me in all the occurrenges of my life; the 
chief happineſs in it is, that I have the honour 
of being, your moſt obliged hufband, and moft 
\ kumble ſervant, Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER XXXIV. To Mrs. SCURLOCK *. , 


HonouUuRED MOTHER, Oc. 14, 170). 
AM very ſorry to find, by Mr. Scurlock's 
letter, that you keep your bed, which makes 

me almoſt in deſpair of ſeeing you ſo ſoon as [ 
promiſed myſelt. 

I have taken an houſe in Berry-ſtrect, St. 


* His wife's mother. 
James's, 


N 


355 ST Pres” LETTERS 


Annes; s, and beg yobr leave to remove your 

goods thither,; Je I hope we ſhall live all 
together Th the ſtricteſt love and friendſhip, 
Whatever better-proſpects your daughter might 
well have given berſelf, from her great merit and 

qualities, I ſhall take care to have it ſaid, 

that ſhe could not have married more advanta- 

geoufly with regard to her mother, who ſhall 

always find me her moſt obedient ſon, and moſt 

hy ar ſervant, Rick. STEELE. 

" Your daughter gives her — to . 


A HOY 


M93 -Os 5 : 1 98 8 2 
LETTER XXV. To Mrs. Scux rock. 
© Deareſt Being on Earth, py" 16, 1707. 
ARDON me if you do not fee me till 
eleven o clock, having met a ſchoolfellow 
from India, by whom I am to be informed in 


things this night which extremely concern your 
obedient huſband, Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER XXXVI. To Mrs. SCURLOCK. 


My Dear, OR. 22, 1909, 
RAY ſend word where your landlord of the 
houſe in Swallow-ſtreet lives, that my 
friend Col. Borr may treat with him for the 
| houſe. Your obedient huſband, Rica. STEELE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVII. To Mrs. 
My Dzan, © CATE" ae! 
Eight o'Clock, Fountain Tavern; Od. 22, 1707. 

BEG of you not to be uneaſy, for I have 

done a great deal of buſineſs to-day very 
ſucceſsfully, and wait an hour or'two about my 
Gazette. Tour obliged huſband, 

rb hot Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER XXXVIII. To Mrs. SevsLock. 
My Dsas, OR. 28, 1707, 


Charing-croſs, almoſt Three in the Afternoon. 
HAVE been detained all this morning ſoli- 
citing ſome buſineſs between the Treaſury 
and«our office; and my boy ſlipping out of the 
way, I have not had any one to ſend that you 
might not ſtay dinner. Mr. Addiſon does not 
remove till to-morrow, therefore I cannot think 
of moving my goods out of his lodgings. I am 
come to a tavern alone to eat a ſteak, after 
Which I ſhall return to the office, whither J de- 
fire you would ſend Will. I am with the moſt 
tender affection, your obedient huſband, 
Rich. STEEL Ee 


Send by Will the receipt x. 


© See Letter XXXIX. 
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LETTER XXXIX. To Mrs. Scuxrocxk, [ſen.] 


HoxovurED Mapa, Ag 
Lord Sunderland's Once, OR. 28. {508 
Was very glad to find laſt poſt: that my 
1 wife. had a letter, which informed her of the 
amendment of your health. She tells me there 
is, at the ſame time, a meſſage ſent her, that my 
hand is required for the payment of ſome money 
in the country, I accordingly incloſe ſuch a 
direction *, and, in any thing that it may be ne- 
ceſſary to have my concurrence, you have it 
without reſerve; for I fincerely rely upon your 
prudence and goodneſs, both in acting for me, 
and in favour to me. If you think it convenient 


that I do this in a more formal way, be pleaſed 


to command, Madam, your moſt obedient ſon, 
aud moſt humble ſervant,” © Rren, STEELE. 


LETTER XL. To Mrs. ScvxLock, Ifen. ] 


Hoxovren Mapan, Nov. 4, 1707. 
Ty AM ſorry your indiſpoſition continues, and 
keeps you in the country ; I have myfelf 
been under a very ſevere illneſs for ſome days, 
bt am now almoſt recovered. This is my 


see P. 8. Letter xxXVIII. . 
8 | wife! 
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wife's birth-day , and I am come down ſtairs 
o celebrate it with as much good-humour as 

y preſent health will permit. Your health is 
ot omitted in our chearful moments, and your 
ompany will extremely improve them. I am, 
Madam, your moſt obedient ſon, and moſt 
e Humble ſervant, | Rick. STEELE. 
e Your daughter has been very ill till this day. 
he gives her duty. 
J 
2 


LETTER XLI. To Mrs. Scux rock +. 
Ho wou RD MADpD A, Nov. 13, 170). 


AM very glad to hear, by uncle Scurlock's 
is laſt letters, that you have taken-in your 
” Worſes in order to your journey. Since my laſt 
o you, I have had an affliction which was per- 
ectly new to me; a fit of the gout. I am a 
", Wittle awkward at my crutches, and have been 
* Wot fo patient as longer experience of this ſort 
f evil uſually makes us. Our new houſe will 
de ready for our goods next week ; and, as ſoon 
s it is ſo, we will remove to it. I am out of 
hain, though I cannot ſtir; in the mean while 


7 * Sce Letter I. note 1. 
nd + From this place, where»ever a letter i is addreſſed © To Mrs. 
if Scurlock,” it will de underſtood ro be the mother of Mrs. 
ffrerwards Lady) Steele. The XXII firſt letters, though fo 
Idrefſed, are to the daughter. Letters XXV. XXVII.— 
XXIII. XXXV. XXXVIII. (being all after marriage) ſhould 
ave been To Mrs. Steele.” But this is accounted for in the 
cond note on Letter XXVI. p. 24 and 25, where, line 11 from 
e bottom, after time and chance,” add, „or rather which 
© IE have been induſtriouſly ws * ” 


your 
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your daughter is dancing at the other end of 
of the room. She gives her duty to you. I an 
extremely obliged to my uncle Scurlock for his 
kind preſent, whieh will be in town to-morrow 
night. I am, Madam, your molt obedient ſon, 
and moſt humble ſervant, RicH. STEEL. 


LETTER XLII. To Mrs. Sevitocx. 


HenovrtD Mapan, | 
Lord Sunderland”s Office, Nov. 20, 170). 
Y wife ſhewed me a letter of the 15th 
| from Mrs Pugh, wherein there are the 
general complaints under which every body 
preſent is fighing, whoſe concerns are wholly | 
land. Chearful and ingenuous tempers ma 
agree ſo well, and concert their affairs in ſuch 
manner, as to make all things eafy. I extreme) 
long ts ſee you; and hope to be on my legs 
receive you, when I firſt do myſelf the hone 
of kneeling to you, and telling how much I am 
Madam, your moſt obedient ſon, and mod 
humble ſervant, - RicHn..STEELE. 
My abſolute governeſs gives her duty to ye 


* 


LETTER XLII. To Mrs. SrEEII. 


Dear RULER, Dec. 8, 170) 
CANNOT wait upon you to day to Ham 
ton-Court, I have the Weſt-Indian bufine 


o Mat. ST EE LE. 235 
on "tay hands , and find very much to be done 
before ' Thurſday's poſt. I ſhail dine at our 
table at Court, where the bearer knows how to 

come to me with any orders for your obedicnt 
buſband, and moſt humble ſervant, 


TI. a2 — _- —— 


_ Lum, al 
- 


Rien. STEELE. 
My duty to my mother. 


LETTER XLIV. To Mrs. STzzi.t2 


My DEAR, DEAR Wire, Dec. 22, 1707. 
WRITE to let you know I do not come 
home to dinner, being obliged to attend ſome 

bufineſs abroad, of which I ſhall give you an ac- 

count (when J fee you in the evening, as be- 
comes your dutiful and obedient huſband, 

Rich. STEELE» 


LETTER XLV. To Mrs. STEELE: 
DAR PRURE, 


Devil Tavern, Temple- Bar, Jan. 3, 1708. 
| HAVE partly ſucceeded in my buſineſs to- 
day, and incloſe two guineas as earneſt of 
ore, Dear Prue, I cannot come home to 
dinner, I languiſh for your welfare, and will 


0] 
un 


3 The plantation 3 in Barbados left to STEELE by his firſt wife, 
W D 2 never 


U 
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never be a moment careleſs more. Your faith 
ful huſband, RK. STERZLE. 


Send me word you have received * 


„ 


LETTER xI vi. To Mrs. SrxzrE. 


Dzarx P Ruß, Eleven at Night, Jan. 5, 1708. 
WAS going home two hours ago, but wa 
met by Mr. Griffith, who has kept me eve 
fince meeting me as he came from Mr. Lam 
bert's. I will come within a pint of wine. 

Rick. STEELE, 
We drink your health, and Mr. Griffith i 
your ſervant. 


di 
at 
01 


LETTER XLVII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


DAR Wire, Jan. 14, 170! 
R. Edgecomb, Ned Aſh, and Mr. Lum 
ley, have deſired me to fit an hour wi 
them at the George in Pall-Mall, for which 
defire your patience till twelve o'clock, and thi 
you will g9 to- bed. I am ever thine, 

Rick. STEELE, 


LETTE| 
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"hd 


U 
LETTER XLVIII. To Mrs. SrEELIE. 


Dran Punx, Gray's-Inn, Feb. 3, 1708. 


N F the man who has my ſhoemaker's bill calls, 
3 let him be anſwered, that I ſhall call on him 
xs I come home. I ſtay here in order to get 


6 onſon* to diſcount a bill for me, and ſhall 
{ine with him for that end. He is expected at 
home every minute, Your moſt humble, obe- 
8 dient huſband, | Rich. STEELE. 


| 16 


LETTER XLIX. To Mrs. SrzrrE. 


Dax Wirz, Feb. 11, 1708. 


'AVING your abſolute commands to make 
an end to-day, I ſtay to dine with Mr. 

Tryon in order thereunto . I will be at home 

arly, and defire you would make much of your- 

elf, which is the greateſt favour you can do your 

teCtionate huſband, and dutiful ſervant, 

Rica. STEELE. 


* The bookſeller, who then lived in Gray*s-Inn, 
+ This refers to the buſineſs of the plantation in Barbados. 
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LETTER L. I Mrs, STEELE. | 


Dran, DEAR PRUE, Apr. 9. 1708. 

1 HAVE ſent Dawſon thirty pounds, and will 
not reſt. till 1 have enough to diſcharge her. 

In the mean time I thought fit to let you know 
this, that you may ſee I cannot forbear making 
you aequainted with any thing that concerns us, | 
wichaut * og. Yours ever, | 
Rich. STEELE, | 


LETTER LI. To Mrs, STEELE * ; 


Dear Wirr, | 
Tennis-Court Coffeechouſe, May g, 1708. 
HO E I have done this day what will bel 
pleaſing to you; in the mean time ſhall lie | 
this night at a barber's, one Leg, over againſti 
the Devil tavern at Charing-croſs, I ſhall be 
able to confront the tuols who wiſh me uneaſy, 
and ſhall have the fartisfaEtion to ſee thee cheat. 
ful and at eaſe. | 
If the printer's boy be at home, ſend him hi- N co 
ther; and ler Mrs. Todd ſend by the boy my 
night-gown, flippers, and clean-linen. You 
ſhall hear won me early in the morning. 


* Direfted “ To Mrs. Steele, at her houſe, the laſt houk 
&« but two on the left hand, Berry - ſtreet, St. James's. “ 


LETTER 
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LETTER LII. To Mes. STezLs. 


Dear PRruE, May 10, 1708. 
DINE at the Gentteman-uſher's table at St. 
James s. I have done a great deal of buft- 
eſs this morning. Pray ſend Richard to me as 
ſoon as he has dined. Yours ever, 

Rica. STEELE. 


LETTER LIII. To Mrs. SrEET T. 


Dear PrvE, May 19, 1708, 
Lord Sunderland's Office, Eleven o'Clock. 
DESIRE of you to get the coach and your- 
ſelf ready as ſoon as you can conveniently, 
and call for me here, from whence we will go 
Wand ſpend ſome time together in the freſh air in 
tree conference. Let my beſt periwig be put in 
the coach-box, and my new ſhoes, for it is a 
comfort to be well; dreſſed in agreeable com- 
pany. You are vital life to your obliged, af- 
fectionate huſband, and humble ſervant, 
RiCH. STEELE.» 


D 4 LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. To Mrs. SLV. 


_ My Dzan Pave, . May 24, 190f 
St. James s, Gentleman-uſher's Table, 
CANNOT dineat home, but am in haſte t 
ſpeak with one about buſineſs of momen 
Dear Prue, be chearful, for I am in purſuit « 
what will be good news to you. I am, you 

moſt affectionate, obliged huſband, 
Rich. STEEL: 


Think of going with me in the afteraoon, 


LETTER LV. To Mrs. STEELZ. 


DAR PRUE, 
2s Lord Sunderland's Office, May 24, 1708, 
BEG the favour of you to put my nights 
gown, ſlippers, a clean ſhirt, and cravat, inti 
the coach-box, and make my apology to my 
mother for ſtaying out to-night. We ſhall b. 
back to morrow evening. To-morrow ſhall b. 
ſpent in free conference between you and me: 
Mrs. Bradſhaw's. Give ſtrict orders to Mrs. Watt 
about her care and attendance on my mother 
I am taking pains in removing into my new of 

fice, I am, your moſt obedient huſband, 
* Rich. STEELE. 


I loy 


; 
; 
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70 An STEELE. 4; 
I love the country moſt mightily, indeed 1 
do; ſo you ſay, fo I think. Who are you? I 
am true. Jam | 


LETTER LVI. To Mrs. Srzzlx- 


Dear PRu r, June. 5, 1708. 
HAT you would have me do I know 
not, All that my fortune will compaſs 
you ſhall always enjoy, and have nobody near 
you that you do not like, except I am myſelf 
diſapproved by you for being devotedly your- 
obedient huſband, R1CcH. STEELE, 
I ſhall not come home till night. 


LETTER LVII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


A Prue, June 7, 1708. 
INCLOSE to you a guinea for your pocket. 
I dine with Lord Halitax. 

T wiſh I knew how to court you into good» 
humour; for two or three quarrels more will 
diſpatch me quite. If you have any love for 
me, beheve 1 am always purſuing our mutual 
dd. Pray conſider that all my little fortune 
is to [be] ſettled this month, and that I have in- 
advertently made myſelf liable to impatient 
people, who take all advantages. If you have 


* So the Original. | 
| loc) 
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[dot] patience; I ſhall tranſadt my. buſineſs 
taſhly, and loſe very great ſum to quicken: the 
time of your being rid of. all people you do not 
like. Yours ever, Rick. STEELE, 


— ** 4.1 
LETTER LVIII. To Mrs. STKHELE. 


'Dear PRux, . bigs June 11, 1908, 
CANNOT dine with you! PS wa but ſhall, 
I hope, be able to wait upon you at five o' 
clock, or a little aſter, Your molt obedient 
— | Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER LIX. To Mrs. STEELz. 


Dzar Wire, Aug. 11, 1708. 
HAVE ordered Richard to take your di- 
rections, whether you will have the chariot! 
with two or four horſes to ſet you and your! 
friend down at your houſe at Hampton-Court *. 
Watts is gone over the water, and fays ſhe: has 
.your commands to follow in the ſtage-coach. 1 
ſhall make it the buſineſs of my life to make you 
eaſy and happy, Conſult your cool thoughts, 


This houſe is not mentioned in any of the former 
letters; ſee the Dedication to TA Tr. vol. IV. and wote, It 
ſeems to have been gone into ſome time between June 11, and 
Aug. 11, 1798 ; but it might have been built and furniſhed be- 


fore. 


« | and 


To Mas. STEELE. as 
J you will kbow that it is the glory of a wo- 
an to be her huſband's friend and companion, 
aud not his ſovereign director. I am, with 
uth, ſincerity, and desdernaf ever your faith - 
ful huſband, R1cH. STEELE, 
Pray let the ek put the place in order. 


——— 


LETTER LX. To Mrs. SrEETLE. 


MADAM, | Aug. 12, 1708, 
HAVE your letter, wherein you let me 
know, that the little diſpute we have had is 
far from being a trouble to you ; nevertheleſs, I 
aſſure you, any diſturbance between us is the 
greateſt affliction to me imaginable. You talk 
of the judgement of the world; I ſhall never 
x govern my actions by it, but by the rules of 
Wmorality and right reaſon. I love you better 
chan the light of my eyes, or the hte-blood in 
my heart ; but, when | have let you know that, 
you are alſo to underſtand, that neither my fight 
ſhall be ſo far inchanted, or my affection fo 
much maſter of me, as to make me forget our 
common intereſt. To attend my buſineis as I 
dught, and improve my fortune, it is neceſſary 
that my time and my will ſhould be under no 
direction but my own. Pray give my moſt 
humble ſervice to Mrs. Binns. | write all this 
rather 


3 
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rather to explain my own thoughts to you thay 
anſwer your letter diſtinctly. I incloſe it to 
you, that, upon ſecond thoughts, you may ſee 
the diſreſpectful manner in which you treat your 
affectionate, faithful huſband, Rick. STEELS. 


LETTER LXI. To Mrs. STEELZ. 


Manam, Aug. 18, 1708, 
HOPE this will find you in good health, az 
I am at this preſent writing, thanks be to 
God for it. 

I bave not only rebelled againſt you, but all 
the reſt of my governors, from yourſelf, whom 
I acknowledge to have the right of partnerſhip, 
to the loweſt perſon who had to do with me. IN 
have a very juſt ſenſe of your merit, and think, 
when I have put you into the proper methods 
which you ought to follow, I ſhall be the hap- 
pieſt man living in being your moſt affectionate] 
huſband, and humble ſervant, Rica. STEELE, 


\-* 


——— — —  —  — — — — — 
LETTER LXII. To Mrs. STEELE. b 


Dax Prue, Aug. 13, 1708, 
Four in the Afternoon. 
SEND you ſome tea, which I doubt not 
but you will find is very good. I am your 


i ven 


ur 


Fo" Mus. STEELE. 4s 
aff:ionate huſband, and moſt humble 


ſervant, [4 | Rick. STEELE. 


This is my ſecond letter to-day. 


LETTER LXIII. To Mrs. STEEL. 


Dear Pave, 
| Monday Morning, Aug. 16, 1708. 
I HOPE. you have compoſed your mind, and 
are convinced that the methods I have taken 
were abſolutely neceflary for our mutual good. 
I do affure you, there is not that thing on earth, 
except my honour, and that dignity which 
every man who lives in the world muſt preſerve 
to himſelf, which I am not ready to facrifice to 
your will and inclination. 
I dined yeſterday with my Lord Halifax, 
where the beauties in the garden were drunk to. 
I have ſettled a great deal of bufineſs within 


JS theſe few days, of all which I will give you an 


account when we meet. I am with the moſt 
fincere affection, your obliged huſband, 
| Rick. STEELE. 
I ſent you ſome tea on Friday laſt, My moſt 
bumble ſervice to Mrs. Binns. 


LETTER 
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© LETTER LXIV. To Mn. Sr. 
Dax Pave, Aug. 18, 1708. 


HAVE your letter; and all the great ſeve. 
rity you complain of is, that you have : 
| huſband who loves you better than his life, who 
has a great deal of troubleſome buſineſs, out of 
the | fatigue] of which he removes the deareſ 
thing alive. Yours faithfully, in ſpite of your. 
ſelf, Rich. STEELE, 


# * 
. 
—— 
8 


LETTER LXV. To Mrs. STEEL. 


e 
I 


Dear Prue, Aug. 20, 1708. 
OURS by penny- poſt came to my hand: 
but juſt now. You extremely miſtake 
me, in believing me capable of any cruelty of 
unkindneſs to you. I ſcorn that any man living 
ſhould have more honour and regard to his wife 
than myſelf. You ſpeak with heat to me, but 
I will not anſwer you in that ſtyle, but make iti 
my utmoſt aim to make you eaſy and happy, iQ) n 
which you“ nothing but doing me the juſtice to 
believe me, with all the attention imaginable, 
your faithful huſband, Rien. STEELE. Ml 6 
I have paid Mr. Addiſon the whole thouſant 
pound , and have ſettled every man's payment 


* $o the Original. | ec 
+ See — to NRW Tar. vol. IV. and note. te 


except 


7 Mis) STEELE 1 
except one, which I hope to perfect to-morrow, 
Deſmaiſcaux® i is gone to the Bath for his health. 
I incloſe a guinea and a half, and will ſend 


more to-morrow or Monday, if do not come 
myſelf, —I am Mrs. Binn' s ſervant, 


LETTER LXVI. To Mrs. SEELE. 
Dzan PruE, Aug. 21, 1708. 


HOPE this will find you in good health, as 
I am at this preſent writing. I defign when 
I come down to let Kerwin ride your little horſe 
to Hampton-Court, where I think to leave him 
at graſs; for he coſts five ſhillings a week in 
town. There is no manner of news in town ; 
and I ſend this without any other buſineſs than 
to repeat to you that I am your affectionate 
faithful huſband, and moſt humble ſervant, 


RicH. STEELE. 


* Peter Defmaiſeaux, ſecretary of the Royal Society of Lon- 
don, was the ſon of a French Proteſtant miniſter, and born at 
Auvergne in 1666. He reticed early, probably as a refugee, 
into England; and died there in 1745. He had intimate con- 
nexions with St. Evremond and Bayle. He gave a handſome 
edition of the works of the former, in 3 vols. 4to, with a life of 
the author prefixed : and he drew up the life of the latter, which 
was printed before the edition of his / Dictionary“ in 1730, and 
ſeparately at the Hague, 1732, 2 vols. 12mo. He publiſhed 
alſo, the ſame year, the © Miſcellaneous Works of Bayle,” in 
4 vols. fol. He was the editor of other things; and whatever 
he publiſhed, he always accompanied with remarks, full of li- 
terary anecdotes. He was very exact and curious in his ac- 
counts; but ſomewhat prolix and tedious, by running out into 
too much detail and minute diſcuſſions. 
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LETTER LXVII To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dean PRUu ß, Aug. 23, 1708. 
HAVE your letter, and will take care to do 
as you defire in every particular of it, I 
hope, in the mean time, the cook's huſband may 
go of errands till the ſervant comes down. [ 
am, your affectionate and faithful huſband, 
Rich. — 
My moſt humble ſervice to Mrs, Binns. 


LETTER LXVIII. To Mrs. STEELE, 


Dear PRux, | Aug. 28, 1708. 


HE afternoon coach ſhall bripg you ten 

pounds. Your letter ſhews you are pal- 
fionately in love with me. But we muſt take 
our portion of life as it runs without repining ; 
and I conſider that good-nature, added to that 
beautifal form God has given you, would make 
an happineſs too great for human life. Your 


moſt obliged huſband, and moſt humble ſer- 


vant, | Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER 


h 
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nad ' 
LETTER LXIX. To Mrs. STEELE, 
Dax Pur, Aug. 28, 1508. 
SEND you with this ten pounds, and ſhould 
| come to ſee you,' as ungodly as you are, but 
hat a mail is every moment expected, as you 
ay gather from reading the laſt Gazette, which 
incloſe, and am, dear, dear Prue, fincerely 
your fond huſband, Ricn. STEELE. 


LETTER LXX. To Mrs. STzeLE. 


DEaRr PRUE, Aug. 30 1708, 
y | SENT ten pounds by the afternoon coach 
of Saturday, and hope you received it ſafe. 
The manner in which you write to me might 
perhaps to another look like neglect and want of 
ove; but I will not underſtand it ſo, but take it 
o be only the uneaſineſs of a doating fondneſs, 
hich cannot bear my abſence without diſdain. 

I hope we ſhall never be fo long aſunder 
nore, for it is not in your. power to make me 
therwiſe than your affcCtionate, faithful, and 
ender huſband, Rick. STEELE, 


RB * LETTER 
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LETTER LXXI. To Mrs. "ION 


| Dua 1 Whitehall, Sept. 4, 1708. 
OU will receive by Watts ſome wine. 
had not the good-fortune to ſee her, be. 
cauſe I lay laſt night at Addiſon's, and ſhe was 
in haſte for fear of loſing her tide to-day, there. 
fore could not ſtay till I came to the office out 
of the city. | 
I did not receive your letter writ on Sunday 
till Wedneſday night. You may think what 
you pleaſe; but I know you have the beſt huſ. 
band in the world in your moſt affectionate, 
Faithful, humble ſervant, Rica. STEELE, 


PP 


LETTER LXXIL To Mrs. STEELE, 


Dear PrvE, Sept. 8, 1708, | 
Two, Afternoon, Sandy: end, 


AVING reached London about eleven, 
diſpatched what was further neceffary al. 
ter what papers Mr. Addiſon had before ſent to 
the preſs, I am juſt now arrived here to dinner, 
You defire me to make ſubmiſſions in my 
epiſties, which | think is not to be inſiſted upon; 
but, if acknowledgements will ſatisfy you, I can T 
not but own to you, what you too well know 
that you have a power almoſt ſovereign over 
youl 


| . 
- bd * hy 
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your Dot enamoured huſband, and humble ſer- 


vant, Rich. STEELE, 
Mr. Addiſon is your humble ſervant, 


LETTER LXXIII. To Mrs. SERIE. 


DAR Prue, Seven in the Morning, Sept. 9, 1708. 


AM going this morning to viſit Mr. Sartre* 
I at his country-houſe, to which place Mr. 
Addiſon conveys me in coach and four, 

Mr. Clay T, who is now at Thiſtleworth, will 
not be in town till to-morrow, and I want to 
conſult him in ſome diſpatches I am making for 
the Weſt-Indies. 

I am Mrs. Binns's humble ſervant ; and your 
moſt affectionate, obedient huſband, 


Rick. STEELE; 
My ſervice to Ally. 


james Sartre, M. A. formerly miniſter at Montpelier, and 
prebendary of Weſtminſter, from May 17, 1688, till his death, 
Sept. 5, 1713. Swift, in his Journal to Stella, Oct. 25, 1710, 
fays, „1 dined to-day with Mr. Addiſon and Stecle, and a 
* fifter of Mr. Addiſon, who is married to one Monf, Sartre, a 
« Frenchman, prebendary of Weſtminſter, who has a delicious 
« houſe and gardens; yet I thought it was a fort of monaſtic 
« life in thoſe cloiſters, and I liked Laracor better. Addiſon's 
* ſiſter is a ſort of wit, very like him. I was not fond of her.” 
This lady was afterwards married to Daniel Combs, ei. 

'+ Afterwards one of STEELE's condjutors in the SpEC TA“. 
TOR, Some account of him will be eſtecmed a favour, 
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LETTER LXXIV. To Mrs, STEzLE. 


DAR PxvE, Sept. 13, 1708. 

WRITE to you in obedience to what you 

ordered me; but there are not words to ex- 
preſs the tenderneſs I have for you. Love is 
too harſh a word for it; but if you knew how 

my heart akes when you ſpeak an unkind word 
to me, and ſprings with joy when you ſmile up- 

on me, I am ſure you would place your glory 
rather in preſerving my happineſs like a good 
wife, than tormenting me like a peeviſh beau. 
ty. Good Prue, write me word you ſhall be | 
overjoyed at my return to you, and pity the 
aukward figure I make when I pretend to reſiſt 

you, by complying always with the reaſonable 
demands of your enamoured huſband, 


Rick. STEELE, 
P. S. I am Mrs. Binns's ſervant. 


LETTER LXXV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


DAR PRux, Sept. 14, 1708, 
FEAR I ſhall not be ſo happy as to ſee you 
till Thurſday, having ſome buſineſs which 

keeps me in town. I ſhall to-day viſit my mo- 

ther, in order to diſcourſe about proper methods 
| tor 
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for paying off, or laying the debt on your eſtate 
into one hand I hope God will bleſs my ſincere 
endeavours, ſo as that we may live without the 
cares of this life, with a chearful proſpect of a 
better. It is in no one's power but Prue's to 
make me conſtant in ſuch a regular courſe. 
Therefore will not doubt but you will be very 
good-humoured, and be a conftant feaſt to your 
affectionate huſband, Rick. STEELE. 

My obedient ſervice to Mrs. Binns. 


_ 0, VT 


LETTER LXXVI. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear PRUE, FS 
Five in the Evening, Sept. 19, 1908. 
SEND you ſeven penny worth of walnuts _ 


I can give you at preſent of my being, with my 
whole heart, yours, Ricn. STEELE. 

The little horſe comes back with the boy, 
who returns with him for me on Wedneſday 
Fevening ; in the mean time, I believe, it will be 
well that he runs in the Park. 

I am Mrs. Binns's ſervant. 

Since I writ this I came to the place where 
he boy was ordered with the horſes; and, not 
nding him, ſent this bearer, leſt you ſhould be 
in fears, the boy not returning. 

P. 8. There are but 29 walnuts. 
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at five a penny, which is the greateſt proof 


* 
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LETTER x vn. To Mew, 125086 


Pran PRVE, Sept. 20, 1708, 
T F a ſervant I ſent laſt night got to Hamptons 
court, yau received 29 walnuts and a letter 
from me. 1 incloſe the Gazette, and am, with 
oy oy foul, your paſſionate lover, and. faithful 

uſband, RICH, STEELE. 
Since I writ the above, 1 have found half an 
hundred more of walnuts, which I ſend herewith, 

My ſervice to Rinns. 


LETTER LXXVIII. To Mrs. STEtLe, 


DEAR, DEAR PRUE, Sept. 21, 1708. 
OUR pretty letter, with ſo much good. 
nature and kindneſs, which I received 
| yeſterday, is a perfect pleaſure to me. I am ati 
preſent very much out of humour upon. another 
account, i ryon having put off the payment off 
my Hool. which I ought to have received yel- 
| terday, till further time. But I hope, when Mr, 
i Clay comes to, town to-morrow, he will ſee me 
. juſtified. I am, with the tendereſt affection, 
ever yours, | Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER 


9 1 0 | * . 
1 * 9 . rr "7 Tr „ 1 IT AZ a 
: P*/ AE” N 1 * 
170 Mas. STEELE. 85 
* a " 


-- 


_ LETTER LXXIX. To Mrs. STzzLE. 


Dran Pave, bly, Sandy-end, Sept. 22, 1708. 
# 4A FTER being very buſy all this day, I am 
come hither to dinner with Mr. Addiſon 
and Mr. Clay, who are your ſervants; and I 
take this time from eating, while others are 
buſy at it at the table. Yours, yours, ever, 
ever, RiCH. STEELE, 


| ————  —— — — — — 


LETTER LXXX. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dran PRoE, Sept. 27, 1708, 
Monday, Seven at Night. 
ou fee that you are obeyed in every 
thing, and that I write over-night for the 
mn, following. TI ſhall now in earneſt, by Mr. 
lay's good conduct, manage my buſineſs with 


* What method as ſhall make me eaſy. The news, 
am told, you had laſt night, of the taking of 


„Lie, do-s not prove true; but I hope we ſhall 
Ar, have it ſoon, I ſhall ſend by to-morrow's coach. 
am, dear Prue, a little in drink, but at all 

imes your faithful huſband, Rica. STEELE, 
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* 
LETTER LXXXI. To Mrs. STEELE, 
8 2 h TL 4 | * * XR rr 1 
4 Dear Pave, a Sept. 28, 1708, 


” Secretary's Office, hetween Six and Seven at N ght, 
7 THOUGHT it better to iueloſe this thus 
than to direct ſo ſmall a ſum to you. I have 
but half as much left in my pocket, but mal 
be much richer on Thurſday morning. mw 
My dear wife, it is not to be imagined by 
you the tender kings my heart is Trequenth 
touched with when | think of you. | 
Mr. Clay has ſhown himſelf a man of addreſ; 
in ſettling my affairs, in ſpite of the tricks and 
artifices of thoſe 1 have to deal with. | 
I recommend thee, my heart's defire, to the 
good God who. made thee that amiable creature 
thou art, to keep thee ſafe and happy. My ſer. 
vice to your companion Binns. I am, your de. 
voted, affectionate huſband, 1188 humble erat : 
| Rich. STEER, 


LETTER LXXXII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


' "DEar PRux, Half-hour after Ten, Sept. 28, 1708, 
being three hours fince I writ to you, I 
ſend this to aſſure you I am now going ver) 
ſoberly to- bed, and that you ſhall be the laſt thing 
in hs choughts to-night, as well as the firſt to- 
; morronſ 


lll | @& 
ALTON morning. am, with the utmoſt fond- 
neſs, your faithful buſband, Rich. STEELg, | 


* 


+ LETTER LXXXII. To Mrs. STEELE. 
ve Dear Prue, _ Oct. 2, 1708. 
all St. James s/Obffee-houſe, Eight in the Morning. 
R. GERVASFE“ going this morning to 
by Hampton-court, I defire him to throw 
ly W this over our wall. I have much difficulty to 
accompliſh every thing neceſſary to be done 
eſiß here, which makes me fear | cannot come till 
na Tueſday noon. If it pleaſes God that I can be 
ſo happy as to. live chearfully with thee, and 1 in 
be thy favour, it is the utmoſt of good can arrive 
ne to, dear Prue, eternally thine, Rich. SIEELE» 
er. 
l === 
ao. LETTER LXXXIV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear Wirxx, OR. 5, 1708, 
Berry-ſtreet, Seven at Night. 
SEND this to beg pardon for not coming 
to-night, but I have ſome good glimpſe in 
my affairs ; and, if I do not fail to-morrow, we 


08 call be out of difficulties hereafter. 1 come 
into waiting on the Prince + to-morrow, and 
Tj 

Ds * Mr. Jervas, probably, the famous painter, 

(0 4 + He was gentleman-uſher to the Prince of Denmark. See p. 64+ 


. \ am, 


— , | N 
* a _ - 
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am, my dear Prue, yours, wich the utmoſt kind 


neſs and duty, "Rich. STBELE, 
I hope to ſee you before twelve to-morrow, 


LETTER LXXXV. "90: STEELE. 


DAA Prvy, Fenn 5, od, 

Secretaty's Office, near Ten at Night. 
GOT to town about fix, found all things 
well, and have juſt diſpatched the proof“ for 
to-morrow. I wiſh you a good night, and ſhall 
always keep myſelf in a capacity of taking} 
the oaths that I am, with the ſtricteſt fidelity 
and love, your enamoured huſband, and bumble 
ſervant, Rick. STEELE. 


" 1 


LETTER LXXXVI. To Mrs. STEELE. 
| * | 
Dear Prue, Oat. 7, 1708. 
SEND, directed to Watts, a bottle of tent. 
You muſt not expect me to-night, but! 
will write by the penny-poſt. I am, yours 
faithfully, & Rick. STEELE. Wl 


/ 


| 
. LETTER 
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. LETTER LXXXVIL To Mis. STezLe. 


Dear PruE, Thurſday, Oct 5, 1508. 

FEAR I fhall not be able to come out of ö 
1 town till Saturday morning. I am, my dear 

reature, thine for ever, Rich. STEELE. : 


LETTER LAXXVILL To Mrs. STEsi.n. 


Dsar PrUE, OR, 8, 1708. 
PHIS brings you a quarter of a pound of 
bohea, and as much of green tea, both 
vhich I hope you will find good. To-morrow 
norning your favourite, Mz. Addiſon, and 1, 
ſhall ſet out for Hampton court; he to meet 
** Wome great men there; I to ſee you, who am but 

hat you make me. Yours, with the utmoſt 


fondneſs, | Rick. STEELE« 
g. LETTER LXXX X. To Mrs. STEELS. 


Dear Prue, Oct. 8, 1708. 
WRITE according to order, and hope, be- 
* fore the receipt of this, you will have had. 
me tea which | ſent by the morning- coach. | 
ſhall be at Hampton- court, God willing, before 
twelve to morraw. Your faithful huſband, 


Rica. STEELE, 
R © ye LETTER 


— 2 
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LETTER XC. To Ms. STEELE, 


Doan PRur, Wedneſday, OR. 13, 1708, 
Hyde Park Corner, Eight in the Morning 
HE bearer is one I propoſe to be ou 

) | footman. He is, as you ſee, yery,queer 

' and fit for, what I often heard you call it, a ths. 
rough ſervant ; beſides which, he ſpeaks th: 
Welch tongue fluently. - I believe he will be: 
proper fellow enough, for he lived a great while 
with one Dr, Price, an acquaintance of mine, a 
Richmond. I hope he will be approved by 
you; if he is, ths livery ſhalt be fitted forehi 
ſhape againſt the time that he and I can attend 
the chariot to bring Mes. Bints and you to town, 
which ſhall be done with all ſuitable ceremony, 
In the mean time, I am buſy about the main 
chance. I have ordered him to be here again 
this evening, except you direct otherwiſe. | 
hope I ſhall fee you to-morrow. I am, with 
every dictate of my affections, and every pulſe 
of my heart, dear Prue; fincerely yours, 
| Rich. STEELE. 


3 


— 


o 
— - : 
* * 
. . 


* LETTER XCI. To Mts. SrzELB. 
T R 54 
| » _,Dzar PxvuE, Thurſday, Oct. 14, 1708. 


INTENDED to have certainly gone to 
"___ + th to-day; but the Weſt-Indian 


ID Mrs. 8 T E EL E. TE 
oft going on Saturday, and Mr. Clay having 
iſure but this day, lam forced to prepare my 
etters for his peruſal before night. J am in 
aſte, as you ſee by this ſcribble. I am your 
aithful, and moſt affectionate huſband, 


RicH. STEELE. 
I ſhall obſerve what you defire about James, | 


' d every thing elſe, 

7 _ RP 

il | res 

a LETTER XCII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear PruE, Oct. 14, 1708, 
Berry-ſtreet, Seven at Night. 
WRIT to you betore, this day, by the coach, 
and ſend this to tell you that Mr. Clay has 
een here fince that, and I find I muſt ſtay in 
wn this whole week to attend my buſineſs, or 
ave ſome things undone, which it is as bad to - 
d as to neglect the whole. You may be ſure, 
I find I may be fix or ſeven hours employed 
here I pleaſe, it ſhall be at Hampton - court. 
ray keep yourſelf warm, be chearful, and be- 
eve me, dear creature, ſincerely thine, 

" BAY Rich. STEELE. 


an 


oft LETTER 
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| LETTER XIII. To Mrs. Suit. 


beer Faux, | oO. 16, 176, 
SHOULD have rid down to Hamptor 
court this evening, but that I am to be wit 

my mother about a mortgage to be made fv 
paying off the bonds which ſtand out, that wi 
may be eaſy on all hands. We muſt write thi 
night to Mr. Thomas, for the title, &c. 
The Queen comes next week to Hamptor 
court, and ſtays a fortnight. I am, with ny 
"whole Ne your faithful huſband, 
Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER XCIV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Ding Prue, | OR. 20, 170 
HAD yours laſt night, with an incloſed t 
my mother, which I do not deſign to delive 
You accuſe me of unkindneſs for 1 cannot i 
gine what. If you want for any thing, it is th 
vou will not ſupply yourſelf with it, for I ve 
regularly fend you wherewithal. 

My Lord Chamberlain is & pected this nig! 
in town, from whom I hope for an order for 
very handſome apartment in Whitehall. As ſod 
as I receive it, I will immediately remove into | 
where I hope you will be pleaſed, I am ſure 
a twp: 


a 
} 

| 
C 
| 
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the utmoſt of my ambition to make you ſo. 
am, your faithful and affectionate huſband, 


Rich. STEELKR. 


My mother has altered her mind about the 
aortgage. - 

I think to come down to-morrow night, to give 
ou an account of every thing; in the mean 
ime, fend by your countryman two guineas. 


LETTER XCV. To Mrs. Steeit. 


Dear Prue, Oct. 25, 1508. 
F you do not hear of me before three to- 
morrow afternoon, believe I am too fuddled + 
d take care to obſerve your orders; but, hows 
ver, know me to be your moſt faithful, affec- 
jonate huſband and ſervant, Rich. STEELE. 


——  C__ 
LETTER XCVI. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear Pa ux, Seven inthe Morning, OR. 26, 1908. 
DESIRE you «ould put yourſelf in a readi- 
neſs to come away on Thurſday, on which 

ay the coach ſhall come, and, if I can, attended 

y me. Mr, Harriſon, a gentleman-uſher of 

e privy-chamber, is dead ; the employment is 

O21. a year ſalary, and 1001. perquiſites: : it is 

place for life, and I am putting in for it this 

l morning 
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morning with all the force I have. I ſhall ſend 
down incloſed money by to-morrow morning's 
poſt, directed to Watts. You cannot imagine 
the diffigulties 1 am put to, but I can go 
through any thing provided I have the happineſs 
of being eſteemed by you as your affectionate 
huſband, and humble ſervant, Rich. STEELE, 
I am very fick with too much wine laſt night, 


— — 


LETTER XCVII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dran Wire, Oct. 28, 1708. 
Kenſington, Three, Afternoon, 

I CAME hicher according to my [duty], to 
attend the prince my maſter *, by whoſe 
dead body I fit while I am writing this. He 


de parted this life half-an-hour after one. I am 


ordered to wait here, and believe I ſhall not be 
relieved till to-morrow morning. As ſoon as | 
can get to town, I will diſpatch the coach for 


you. I am, my dear wife, your obliged huſ. 
band, and humble ſervant, Rick. STEELE. 


* His Royal Highneſs Prince George of 8 her Bri 
tiſh Majeſty's conſort, died at the time here mentioned, at Ken- 
fington, of an aſthma, He was born at Copenhagen in April 
1653, married the Princeſs Anne in July 1683, and was an il 
luſtrious inſtance of conjugal affection among the great. On the 
13th of November his corpſe: was brought from Kenſington to 
Weſtminſter, and, having lain in fiate in the Painted Chambet 
till the z3th of that month, was privately interred in Weſtmin 


nt cranes Mrrrt 
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| * + | Tx | | 
LETTER XCVIII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear Wirz, Kenſington, Oct. 29, 1708. 
INCLOSE all the caſh I can well ſpare, 
which is four guineas. I writ you word by 
he penny-poſt laſt night, that I was detained 
gere to fit up with the Prince's body“, and 
uſt do ſo every third night till he is interred, 
am ſtill kept bare of money by the men 1 
gave to deal with; but, as ſoon as I can get to 
own, I will ſend away the coach for you. Pleaſe 
o come to Mrs. Hardrefle's houſe in the ſquare 
t Kenſington, where it will be convenient for 
ou to be, till all things are teady for our greater 
aſe in town. More 1 cannot ſay till we meet. 
am, with the ſincereſt affection, your obliged 
uſband, and humble ſervant, Ricn. STEELE, 


m 
bel Send the bearer back with an account how 
ma do. My ſervice to Mrs. Binns. 

for P | 

os LETTER XCIX. To Mrs. SrErLE. 


Dias Pavs, Almoſt Nine at Night, Oct. 29,1708. 
BEG the favour of you to take care to 
wrap yourſelf up very warm for your jour- 
y to-morrow. The coachman has his orders; 


See p. 64.— After the death of the Prince, the Queen be- 
ved annuities on all his attendants, Of this bounty STEELE's 
on was 1001. a year, 


CTA | F and 


* 
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and I have agreed with him to bring you to Ker 
fington-ſquare, and carry Mrs. Binns home, i 
hopes ſhe will diſpenſe with your waiting upa 
her, and returning afterwards to your lodgings, 
I hall take care to have your lodgings fit f 
your reception, and will never omit any thin 


in my power to make your hours agreeab| 
Your affeQtionate huſband, Rica. STEELE, 


LETTER C. To Mrs. ScuEELE,.: at Mrs. Hy 
dreſſe's, in Kenſington- ſquare. 


My DEAR Wirx, Nov. 10, 170 

Bow-ſtreet, Covent. gare & 

WRITE this to do my duty in complyi 

with your deſire of hearing from me t 

night. I am heattily tired, and go on with he 

and perſeverance. There is nothing trout 

. me ſo much, as the confideration that the r 

amiable and "moſt deſerving of her ſex is oblit 

to ſuffer all the uneaſineſs that I do. But, 

dear life, be of good comfort, and continue 

> be the only happineſs of, dear Prue, your fa 

= ful huſband, Ricu. Sr: 

| | | You know I muſt come-fo-morrow eve 

| to Kenfington, but you ſhall hear * me 
1 fore, og 


* =_ j 
4 
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- LETTER cl. To Mrs. Sz. 


aL War, Houſe of Lords, Nov. 12, 1708. 
SEND this, to defire you would think of 
"coming to-morrow to town; there is a room 
at my mother's *, where you may be for a few 
days. I am to be here till after the funeral. 

You ſhall have this beatet to wait on you to 
town to-morrow, with neceſſaries for ybur 
change of abode. I am, my dear creature, your 
moſt enamoured huſband, _ Rick. STEELE, 


_— — — 


LETTER ell. To Mrs. STEELE, 


DAR PBR, Nov. 13, 1708. 
SEND you all the money I have, which 1 
hope will bring you to town. Since you 
ave an inclination to ſee the funetal, I have 
poken for a place at the houſekeeper's of the 
louſe of Lords to place you in, till I can get 
more convenient one for ſeeing the proceſ- 
on; and I take it that it will be beſt to be in 
he Abbey itſelf, for which end you muſt come 
pon. I am ordered to ſtay here, or ſhould come 
or you, Yours, with all my ſoul, R. STEELE. 
The fleet is come in, 


* Query, Was STEELE's own mother alive at this time # 
ho was ſhe ? and where did the live? or does he mean here, 
Mrs. Scurlock, his wife's mother? 
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LETTER Log To Mrs. STEEL. 


Dran PRur, Garter Tavern, Nov. 16, 1708. 

4 AM ſorry I cannot come to fir an hour with 
you tonight, being detained by bufine 
with Mr. Huggins *, which you know of. 
have to-day been with Mr. Tryon, who doe 
not now deny his having effects, but pretends 
to complain of hard uſage in ſuing him. Within 

a day or two I doubt not but we ſhall have ou 
money, which will be the introduction to tha 
life we both pant after with ſo much earnef: 
neſs. Your obliged huſband, Rica. Stzr: 


LETTER CIV. To Mrs. SrEETIE +. 
DEAN WirE, | Nov. 17, 1708.8 
OW can you add to my cares, by making 

ſo unjuſt complaints againſt me as 

yours of laſt night? I take all the pains imagi 
able to bring you home to caſe and ſatisfactio 
and made a great ſtep in it yeſternight, which 
could not had I ſpent my time elſewhere th: 
where I did. My dear, be chearful, and expe 
à good account of things this- evening fron 


An attorney, probably, employed at this time by M 
 Fandeput, to recover from STEELE ſome arrears of rent for 
houſe in Berry-ftreet, of which the appears to have been! 
landlady, and the inſufferable brute in p. 77, Steele mentic 
p- 70, his going in ' Ve this Mr. Huggins in Weſtminſter- 
+ Direded, To Mrs. Steele, to be left at Mrs. Scurlod 

« lodgings, laſt houſe left-hand in Browley-flreet, Holborn.” 
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dear wife, your moſt affectionate and moſt 
obliged huſband, Rick. STEELE. | 


LETTER CV. To Mrs. STZELE. | 


Dear Wire, Nov. 18, 1708. 
AM going this morning into the city, to 
make my demand of the money long due 
to me. I ſhall haſten thence to you; and am, with 
the tendereſt love, ever yours, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CVI. To Mrs, STzELE. 


Dear Wire, Nov. 26, 1708. 
AM, by applying to my adverſary *, pre- 
pared for ending my preſent calamity ; but 
Vas denied by my friend +. I am, dear creature, 
your conſtant, faithful lover, and obliged huſ- 
band, R1cH. STEELE. 
I am making it my buſineſs to find out Mr. 
Huggins, in order to withdraw his officer. 


LETTER CVII. To Mrs. SrEkrz, 


Dax Wire, Nov. 28, 1908. 
AKE confidence in that Being who has 
promiſed protection to all the good and 


His landlady poſſibly ; ſee p. 68, 

+ AppisoNn ſeems to be the friend who refuſed to bail 

TEELE on this diſtreſsful occaſion, or at leaſt avoided being 

en by him, : 
| 3 virtuous 


* 
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virtuous when afflicted. Mr. Glover * accommo- 
dates me with the money, which is to clear this 
preſent ſorrow, this evening. 1 will come to 
Mrs. Binns's exactly at eight. I am your moſt 
** huſband, and obedient ſervant, 

Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CVIII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dax Wirz, Nov. 30, 1508. 
E of good chear; for I find friendſhip 
among the loweſt, when diſappointed by 
the higheſt. I have called at Mr, Elderton's +, 
to keep things at a ſtand till I come to en a 
ten o'clock. , 
Dear creature, be chearful, God be your 
comfort and your protection. While that is ſo, 

and you are ſafe, nothing can diſturb 
Rick. STEELE, 


B33 0 A of 


| LETTER CIX. 'To Mrs. STEELE, at her Houſf 
in Berry-ſtreet. 


Dear Wire, Ten o'clock, Nov. 3o, 1708. 
[HIS is to acquaint you, that honeſt Glo. 
ver* has effeEtually ſerved me. I am nov 

in ſearch of Mr, Huggins in Weſtminſter-hall 
Elderton, without my knowledge, has alſo re. 
moved the other ſtorm to ſome diſtance, ſo that 
we prepare in time to weather, Be of good 


„ Query, Who was © honeſt Glover?“ 
+ Steele's attorney. 


7 | cheat 
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hear; God will bleſs me, and make me a bet- 
er provider hereafter for my wife and dear 
hild “. Vours ever, RicH. STEELE. 


ETTER CX. To Mrs. STEELE, at Mrs. Scur- 
lock's Lodgings, Bromley-ſtreet, Holborn. 


My Dear WIFE, Dec. 6, 1708. 
WILL not defer telling you that there is a 
thing in agitation that will make me happy 

at once, Your rival, A n+, will be re- 

oved ; and, if I can ſucceed him in his office, 

t will anſwer all purpoſes. This will be de- 

ermined before to-morrow at noon. I cannot 

ee Mr. Glover till fix o'clock. I.am your 
aithful, loving huſband, Rich. STEELE. 

Keep this to yourſelf, I will come to you as 

oon as I have dined. 


LETTER CXI. To Mrs. Srzzrx. 


u: 8 Dear PR ur, Dec. 14, 1508, 
Half-hour after Five o'Clock, 

J ſ TR. ADDISON is juſt now gone to Lord 

10 Wharton; and I wait his return, to know 


y own next ſteps. 


Perhaps the child here ſpoken of was Richard, who died in 
is infancy, | 
+ Mr. Addiſon, at that time under-ſecretary of ſtate, was 
hen on the eve of being appointed Secretary to Lord Wharton, 
ie new Lord-licutenant of Ireland. See the next Letter. 


F 4 My 


ary 


2 STEELE'“S LETTER S 
My heart is as much diſturbed as yours can 
be on the ſame occaſion; but this ſeaſonabl, 
hope breaking in upon me will, I hope, cure 
all, and refreſh our ſpirits. I wiſh you would 
come directly to the garret; where you can, 
from time to time, hear from me what paſſe 
this evening. 


. T ſend this moment to my EFF" ; and am, 
yours faithfully, Ricn. STzELL, 


waA 


— —_— — —  ___T_ 


LETTER CXII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


DAR PRUR, . Dec. 18, 1708, 
R. ADDISON has engaged me about ex. 
traordinary buſineſs all this day. | hope 
I have engaged him to take Deſmaiſeaux *. 
am obliged to go to ſupper where he treat; 
to-night, to help him in doing the honours to 
his friends. Yours tenderly, -Ricn. STEEL 


LETTER CXUI. To Mrs, SEELE, Berry-ſtret 


Dear PrUuE, Cockpit, Dec. 22, 1708. 
DESIRE you to take a coach, and come to 
this lodgings. I am obliged to wait here- 

abouts. James will find me at Mr. en 


* See 1 LXVI. p. 47. 
I Charles Delafaye, eſq one of the clerks 3 in the ſecretary d 
fare” s office, and afterwards himſelf an undereſecretary of ſtate, 


houſe 
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houſe in Downing: ſtreet, or at the coffee-houſe. 
Yours faithfully, Ricn. STEELE, 


LETTER CXIV. To Mrs. STEELE, Berry-ftreet 


My DEAR Wir, Jan. 31, 1708-9. 
AM with young Mr. Tonſon at the Griffin 

1 tavern, where I ſhall dine on a (crap, and 
afterwards go to Mr. Longueville “, to appoint 
the meeting of Tryon to morrow, to make a 
final end. 

I ſhall come home before eight o SR and 
am, dear creature, eternally yours, 
R1CH. STEELE. 


* 
* 


— . — — 


LETTER CXV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear PruE, Feb. 5, 1708-9. 

WAS coming home; but am indiſpenſably 
obliged to dine at Tunſon's, where, after 
dinner, ſome papers Þ are to be read, whereof, 
among others, I am to be a judge, I have the 
noney for you and the other occafions. This 
abſence, l hope, you will excuſe in your affee- 
ionate, faithful, Diex STEELE. 


Ok whom I wiſh I was able to have given ſome account. 
+ Query, What were theſe? He __; the TATLER on the 
2th of April following. 
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LETTER evi. To Mrs. bit. 


My ban Wire, March 2, 1708-9. 
INCLOSE a guinea, leſt you ſhould want. 
L am reſolved to do ſomething effectually to. 

day with Tryon; therefore do not expect me at 


dinner. | \ 
My life is bound up in you. I will beat 
home before fix, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CXVII. To Mrs. STExre. 


DAA Prue, | March 11, 1108-9. 
INCLOSE five guineas, but cannot come 
home to dinner. Dear little woman, take 

care of thyſelf, and eat and drink chearfully. 
Rick. STEELK 


LETTER 8 To Mrs. STEELE, Berry-ſtreet, 


DzaR Prxvz, 5 6s March 21, 1708-9. 
SEND you this by the boy I have a mind 
to take, if you like him. Things go prett 

well. I ſhall dine at court, If there are any 
letters, let the boy bring them to me thither, at 
the gentleman-uſher's table. Yours unreſers: 
edly, and faithfully, Rich. STEELE. 
LETTEI 


ö 10 de * 
* * : 
©. Cz a FY wks 4 4. 


” 
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ETTER CXIX. To Mrs. STEELE, Berry. ſtreet. 


Dran PRur, March 23, 1708-9. 
AVING ſome doubt about Tilden, I dine 
at court, and will look into all things be- 
ween this and fix o'clock. The bearer is a boy 
ell recommended, whoſe father has been with 
e, and whom I approve (as I do all other 
hings) as you like him. Yours faithfully, 
Rich. STEELEs 


at 


at 


/ 


LETTER CXX. To Mrs. STEzLE, 


le 


ce 
Dran Pave, April 19, 1709, 
| HAVE been with Tryon; he owns ſome 
effects, which will be of aſſiſtance to me *. I 
all Heaven to witneſs, I value nothing but as 
you are partaker of it, Do not caſt yourſelf 
down ; but depend upon it that I ſhall bring 
you home what will make things have a chear- 
ul aſpect, and will do that may contribute to 
your ſatisfaction, which is all the ambition of, 
yours eternally, Rich. STEELE« 


* In his Barbados buſineſs. See pp. 37, 68. 


LETTER 


* 
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++» LETTER CxxI. To Mrs: Stexrt. 


DzaresT CREATURE, April 23, 1709. 
HIS ͤ matter muſt be. deferred till ſome 
hour in the evening, or to ſome other Gay, 
for 1 cannot have money till after chapel., I am, 
your faithful, n huſband, Rich. STALL 


5 * LETTER CXXI1. To Mrs STEEL, Berry-ſtreet 


Dran Wirz, May 5, 1709. F 
' DESIRE you would pluck up a good ſpiriy. 


if poſſible, and come in a chair, the boy with 
you, who ſhall find me at the coffee-houſe unde: 
Scotland. yard gate, from whence we will go ſet 
a convenient place. Do not be dejected, if you 
value the life and happineſs of your faithful 
Rich. STEELY 


0 1 incloſe ten ſhillings. 

| | tl 

| fe 

LETTER XXIII. To Mrs. Srzz1z, ifs 

Dean Prue, May 5, 1700, © 
DESIRE you would go to the affignartiof 

between us in Weſtminſter, Mr. Moptague* 
| ' B. 


* Wortley Montague, Eſtl. of whom ſee the new edition of t 
TATLER, vol. I, p. xxxix. 


pe | has 


* | — 


A. 


o” Mw. 8 T EE LE. 5" 
as Xired me to go with him to the Park; 
after | come from thence, 1 will come to you 

with good n news. Yours ever, ever, 
| "MOM: STEELE, 


= 4 SS # # +] | * 8 


. LETTER Xv. To N. Sr EEE. 
Dean Wirz, May 5, 1709. 


1 CANNOT expreſs to you the real ſorrow 
the inequality of my behaviour gives me, 
when I reflect that I am in paſſion before the 
beſt of women. Dear Prue, forgive me: I will 
neglect nothing which may contribute to our 
eaſe together; and you ſhall always find me your 
affectionate, faithful, and tender huſband, 


Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CXXV. To Mrs. runter. 


Dzar Wires, May 5,5 1709. 
HERE is no doubt but we ſhall be eaſy 
and happy i in a few days. My dear life, no- 
thing troubles me ſorely, but the affront that i in- 
ſufferable brute* has put upon you, which I ſhall 
find ways to make her repent. I am, my dear 
creature, entirely yours, RICA. STEELE. 
You ſhall hear from me in the morning, 


E. 


This ſeems to have been the landlady of the houſe in 
Berry- ſtreet ; to which place the firſt of the letters of this day's. 
We i is addreſſed, He took the houſe in Oct. x708. See p. 29. 
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LETTER CXXVI. To Mrs. STEELE, 


Dran n May 3, 1709, 
HAvE been with Mr. Compton, and han 
his order to be at the office, with a requet 

to keep it very ſecret that he does me this f. 
vour, for fear of his being importuned on the 
ſame account by others of the family *. I an, 


Lg moſt affectionate and tender huſband, 
Rica. " =} 


LETTER CXXVII. To Mrs. SrEELE. 


Dear Pu, May 7, 1709. 
AM juſt drinking a pint of wine, and wil 
come home forthwith. 1 am with Mr. E 
liott, ſettling things. Yours ever, ever, 
Rien. STEELE, 


mY — 
— S 


LETTER CXXVIII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


>. Dran Paux, Twelve o' Clock, May 28, 1709 

HAVE received money, but cannot come 
home till about four o'clock, having appoint: 
| ed Mr. Mills here at Moore's chambers at two 
o clock. Yours Wer, Rich. STEELE. 


This wants an tits; which I confeſs myſelf n 
able at preſent to give. Other circumſtances may perhaps cle 
it up; either by ſhewing who Mr. Compion was, what was bi 
Micr, what the favour, or what is meant by the family. Meat 
"rims, * the Curious form their own conjectures. 
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LETTER CXXIX. To Mrs, SIL. 


0. Dax PRUEB, | | June 9, 1709. 
m PUT myſelf to the pain of abſence from 
you at dinner, by waiting to ſpeak with Sal- 
4% 


keild; therefore I hope you will forgive me for 
what I am puniſhed in committing. 
Dear Prue, I am, unreſervedly and faithfully, 


yours, R1CcH. STEELE, 


LETTER CXXX. To Mrs. STEeLE. 


Dax Pxvs, Savoy, Nutt's *, July 19, 1709. 
'F SEND this, to let you know that I am come 
hither, and am obliged to diſpatch the main 
of the buſineſs + of this place to-night. As 
ſoon as I have done, I will come to my deareſt 
companion. I am wholly yours, 

I | Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER CXXXI. To Mrs. STEeLx, at Mr. 

-" dewelF's, in King-ſtreet, near Whitehall Coffece- 
houſe, = 

DAA PRur, From Mr. Nutt's, July 25, 1709. 

HAVE finiſhed the Gazette at the office; 
and am here ending the other buſineſs }, in 


The well-known printer. 
+ See TATLER, Ne 44 and 4s, vol. IT. 
t See TaTLER, Ne 46, vol. II. Aurengezebe, 


order 


by 4's. ee obedient huſband, 


| 
f 
if 
| 
[ 
i 
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order to have the evening with my wife and 
miſtreſs Prue. Here is next door a fellow that 
makes old wigs new; therefore pray ſend both 
mine in the bed chamber; by this boy, to your 


Ricn. STE3LE, 


A 
i . 
= 
n 
8 —  _— 
— © 5 = 


LETTER cxXXII. To Mrs. STEELE, at Mi, 
Sewell's, King ſtreet. 


| Dean Pave, "hos + OR July 28, 1709 
INCLosE wo guineas, and will come 


home 288 at ſeven. Yours tenderly, 
Kick. STEELE, 


— 5 


LETTER CXXXII. To Mrs. SrzEILE, at be 
Lodging, over againſt the King's-head, in Down- 


N ing-ſtreet. | 85 
DAR Prue, | Sept. 25, 1709. 
SEND this, to put thy tenderneſs at reſt; 
and acquaint you, that Mr. Margate had 
been ſo friendly as to take effectual care before 
he ſaw me, I am, yours eternally, 
| Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER 
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BETTER CXXXIV. To Mrs, STzzLs, lift 
r Door but ys Left-hand, Berry- ſtreet. 
Dran Eon, King's-head, Pall-mall, Oct. 4, 1509. 
HAVE done every thing effectually which 
I went about. Mr. Hopkins is coming to 
hither, where we ſhall ſtay till a little after 
Yours faithfully, R. STEELE» 


——  __— 


le 


LETTER CXXXV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


E, 
Dear Wire, Nov. 20, 17509. 


HAVE been in great pain of body and 
mind fince I came out. You are extremely 
el to a generous nature, which has a tender - 
ſs for you that renders your leaſt diſbumour 
upportably afflifting. After ſhort ſtarts of 
affion, not to be inclined to reconciliation, is 
hat is againſt all rules of Chriſtianity and juſ- 
When I come home, I beg to be kindly 
ceived, or this will have as ill an effect upon 
nme, as on my mind and body. 

Rich. STEELE, 


G LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXVI... To NI. SERIE, at Mr 
Binns's Lodgings in Sil ver-ſtreet, near Golden-ſquare, 


Dax Wire, Feb. 15, 1709-10, 
BELIEVE I am the firſt that ever rejoice 
| at the flight of one he loved. After I wy 
> done writing“, I went up to vifit my fic 
wife, and found the was herſelf. gone a-vifiting, 

I with you had given me the pleafure of knoy: 

ing you were ſo well, it would have given wh 

I was writing“ a more lively turn. I am, you 
affectionate, tender, obſervant, and indulgen 

huſband, , Rrcn. STEELE, 


© —— — —— — —ͤ—˙ d f 


LETTER CXXXVIL To Mrs. STeers. 


i 


- Duan Pau, April 7, 1710 
INCLOSE to you a receipt for the ſau 

pan and ſpoon, and à note of 23 l of Lewis 
which will make up the 50l. I eee 


your enſuing oecaſion TP. 4 
T know no happineſs in this Tife in any degi Di 
comparable to the pleaſure E have in your p s 
ſon and ſociety; I only beg of you to add. 
your other charms, a fearfulneſs to ſee a m w 
that loves you in pain and uneaſineſs, to mi p 
* This was the TATLER, No 134. — 
nl 


+ Mrs; Steele was then pregnant with her firſt chil, 


1 * 3 ” "hy » 8 8 

F Mas STEELE. is; 4 
me as happy as it is poſſible to be in this life. 
Riſing*d Httte in 4 morning, and being diſpoſed 


04 chearfulneſs 5 ++ ++ + « would not be Colts 
am your moſt affe&ionate huſband, and obe- 


y ſet ſervant, Ip; © Rich. STEELE. 7 1 
There are papers in the parlour window, 

ted from Hamburgh and other places, which 

> want T. Ir 

4 

We 

hy LETTER CXXXVIIL To Mrs. STEELE, 

* Dean Pxve, May 3, 1710. 


SHALL ſtay at Tonſon's till towards four 
Loclock; for, haying made up this day my 
ccount with Nutt 2, I am doing the ſame here, 
eing reſolved to underſtand my affairs, and 
ommunicate them to you for your eaſe and 
oven ience from this hour forward. Yours 
nally, Rich. Srk Ex. 


LETTER CXXXIX. To Mrs. STEELE. 
Dian Prue; July 3, 1710. 
SHALL not dine with you; but will be 
with you before five, in order to take the 
wich you. Yours ever, Rich. STEELE. 


A few words are here cyt out. 
See Gazette of Saturday, April 8, 1710, 
ringer of the TATLER- 
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LETTER CXL. . To Mrd. STEELE. 


; DzAx Wir, Half-hour after Eight, July 29,171, 
* E in town to-night very much again 
my inclination, having bufineſs of conſe 

quence with Mr. Montague*, who goes out d 

town to-morrow in order to take a voyage. 

am yours entirely, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CXLI. To Mrs. STEELE, at 
| ' Bradſhaw s, at\Sandy-end, 


My Dear, Aug. 8, 1710 
Cockpit, Secretary's-office, Eight o'Cloc 

HEN I was going out of town, I hear 

my Lord-treaſurerÞ had this day n 

ſigned his ſtaff, and was to [be ſucceeded] h 
my Lord Halifax. The refignation I find ca 
firmed here, but others are ſaid to ſucceed hin 
I ſtay in town to-night to ſee a friend, who 
be able to give me proper lights into the preſe 
affairs. Good night, dear Prue, and ſz 
pleaſed, for all will do well; for God will bl 
us. TOE faithful, affectionate huſband, 


Rick. STE: 
* See Letter C XXIII. 


T Lord Godolphin. The office was put into commi 
Aug. 10, and Earl Powlet at the head. 


LETTI 
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ETTER CXLII. To Mrs. SrEEIE, at Mrs. 
Bradſhaw's Houſe at Sandy-end, over againſt the 
Bull Alchouſe i in Fulham-road. 


Wi 
ſe. 


DEAR PrvE, Wedneſday, Aug. 9, 1710, 
| - . . Berry-ftreet, Half-hour after Six. 
HOU art ſuch a fooliſh tender thing, that 
there is no living with thee, | 
I have broke my reſt laſt night, becauſe I 
new you would be ſuch a fool as not to fleep. 
Pray come home by this morning's coach, if you 
impatient : but, if you are not here before 
oon, I will come down to you in the evening; 
but I muſt make viſits this morning, to hear 
what is doing. Yours ever, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CXLII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear PRux, Cockpit, Aug. 9, 1710. 
CANNOT poſſibly come, expecting orders 
here, which I muſt overlook, and having 
dot half done my other buſineſs at the Savoy“. 
Dear creature, come in the morning coach; 
nd, if I can, I will return with you in the even- 
bung. Pray wrap yourſelf very warm. Yours 
ver, Rick. STEELE. 


K | 
' 
apf 


* See TATLER, No 209, vol. V. 
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LETTER ir. To n, STEBLE. | 


514 Pave, "wh Ax \ 24: 1710, 

| Bull-head, 5 
BEG of you to meet your brother Whig 
Martyn “ and myſelf here. Aſk for me. 
Yours * © _ Rica.'STEELE, 


LETTER exLy. To Mrs. Srevre. 
Tſe * 29, 1719, 
AM 4 my WAR, and cannot com 


home to dinner, but ſtay to come home more 
_  Chearfully, Yours, Rica, STEELE 


LETTER CXLVI. To Mrs. S7BELE. 


© My DEAR PRUE, / Vere-ſtreet, Aug. 30, 1910, 
F you can be ſo good as ta forgive all thy 
is paſſed, you ſhall [fot J hereafter know ay 
ſuffering from indiſeretion or negligence. 
have taken care of the matter mentioned in tix 
letter you opened yeſterday. Pray let me kno 
how Lugger does. I am waiting here for a thin 
perſon, to go and receive money. Martyn fn 


fanc 


Richard Martyn, eſq. one of Stecle's — was 
Commiſhoner of the Stamp · office. 
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an excuſe yeſterday that he was ſiek, and pro- 

miſes to come at ten to- day ; but I ſhall not wait 

or depend on that, though I dare ſay he would 
Jo all he could. Your affectionate and tender 
, huſband, ; * Rich. STEELE. 
pray ſend linen, for 1 am to meet the ic 
before nine. 8 4 


LETTER CXLVII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


My Das, Aug. 31, 1710. 
[ HAVE ſent a meſſage by Cave a little way 
offs as ſoon as he returns I will come home. 

| haye almoſt done one paper“. Yours ever, 
Rica. STEELE, 


LETTER cxLvIII. To Mrs. STEzLE. 


Dxar PrvE, Oct. 2, 1710. 
S ſoon as you have dined, if you pleaſe, 
come to Nutt's, where I am gone for 
haſte ſake to diſpatch my paper; and I will go 
from thence with you to ſee Dick | at Lambeth. 
Yours ever, Rich. STEELE. 


.* See TATLER, No 219, Sept. 2, 1710, vol. VI. 

+ See TATLER, Ne 232, vol. VI. 

Their firſt-born child, named Richard, who died in his in- 
fancy. See Letter CLVII. 
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LETTER cxLAx. Le Ms. Snare. 


Dax Pave, | Os. 12, 1710. 
DESIRE you to go to dinner. Be chearful 
and beautiful, and I will come to you to 

your mother's between fix and ſeven this even- 


ing. Faithfully yours, Rich. STEELE, 
: | | 
LETTER CL. To Mrs. STEELE. 

Dear PruE, | June 2, 1711, 


CANNOT come home to dinner. I dine 
with Tonſon, at an ordinary near the Tem- 
ple, with Mr. Addiſon and another gentleman, 
A gentleman met me to-day, and acquainted me 
that John had been with him to be hired, fo 
that you will be rid of him, and I will pay him 
when I came home. I would have you go out 
and divert yourſelf, and believe I love you bet- 
ter than life. Yours, Rick, STEELE, 
II write from Mr. Edward Lawrence's, whoſe 
ſiſter would be glad of your company. 


LETTER CLI. To Mrs. STEELE, 


Dzar Pave, June 14, 1711. 
AM obliged to go with Mr. Glanville to 
Sir YO Furnafle's , _ cannot be home 

till 


9 This was Sir Harry Furneſe, the rich Alderman ; of whom 
Swift lays, in « The Examiner,” Ne 40, © I know a citizen, 


« who 


IDF 


1 las, STEELE 89 
till nine at night. Thank God, all will now be 
done. Your moſt obedient buſband, 


Rick. STEELE. 
* will come eto Berry. ret at nine. 


—— 


"LETTER CLII. To Mrs, SEELE. 
Dear Prvs, SEW June 21, 1711. 
AM going about your commands, and will 
ſend word, or come home to dinner. Yours 
ever, Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER CLIII. To Mrs. STEzLe, laſt Door 
' Left=hand, Bromley-ſtreet “; or Berry-ftreet +. 


June 22, 1711. 
RAY, on the receipt of this, go to Nine- 
Elms, and I will follow you within ar 
hour. Yours, Ricn. STEELE. 


« who adds or alters a letter in his name with every plumb he 
« acquires ; he now wants only the change of a vowel to be al- 
« lied to a ſovereign prince in Italy; and that, perhaps, he may 
4 contrive to be done by a ſlip of the graver on his tomb-ſtone,” 
He died Nov. 30, 1712. 

* The lodgings of her mother, Mrs. Scurlock. 

+ Their own lodgings. yi 
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"LETTER uv. To kee. 


+- Dean RG Jan. 21, 1711-12. 
Au 26 From Mr. Aſhurkt's *, 

STAY Sonar hk bu ſhall come home as 
ſoon as I have dined. © 

In the mean time [ defire you would order 
Michael to carry the inclofed to Mr. Gibbs's + 
lodgings, and þid him. afterwards be in the way 
0 wait for me. Your obliged | huſband, 
Rice. STEEL: 


, ao Y br 


LETTER CLV. To Mrs. STEELE. 
Dear Prue, Jan. 22, 1711-12, 


y L'VE me till ten o'clock to-morrow with- 
out dunning for your payments; for 
Diggie inſiſts upon pay ing butcher Gibbs, and 
ſertling two or three things, before my domeſtic 
comes. ee 15 491959 Rien. . 
LETTER cx. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dran 3 5 June 28, 1922. 
. CANNOT come home till the evening. All 
is ſafe and well, = Culappoiptment has 

* Probably : ene See ones CLXVIIL. p. 95. 

+ A butcher. See next Letter, 


l . produced 
. 0 


arg 
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To Mas, STEELE, ... gr 
* a good of which you will be glad, to 
wit, a certainty of keeping my office * for re- 


ſigning ſo great a 3 pect. I am, dear thing, 
aa, RICH. STEELE. 


L 
9 


LETTER CLVIL To Mrs. STEELE, 


DE AR Pave, July 15,1712. 

THANK you for your kind billet, The 
nurſe ſhall have money this week. I ſaw 
your ſon Dick ; but he is a peeviſh chit. You 
cannot conceive how pleaſed I am that I ſhall 
have the prettieſt houſe + to receive the rettieſt 
woman, who 1s the darling of Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CLYNIL. To Mrs, STEELE. 


| 


"Duan CREATURE, July 75 1712. 

LL yeu defire ſhall be done, - I | 

you to compoſe yourſelf ; for Wende dſe 

can [make] happy one that doats on you ſa 

much that he cannot hide it, though he heartily 

W he could. Yours aichangeably, | 
Rich. STEELE. . 


* He was then a commiſſioner in the Stamp-office. : 
+ A houſe in Bloomſbury ſquare. See Letters CLX. CLXIT. 
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LET TER CLIX. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dran PzvE, "i Ang. 21, 1712. 
BEG pardon that I am to dine with Mr. 
Montague. Yours ever, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CLX. To Mrs. SEELE, at ber Houſe 
in Bloomſbury- ſquare. 

My DEAR, DEAR Wirz, Tueſday, Sept. 2, 1712. 
HAVE ſent my man to town, to carry a 
letter of excuſe to Mr. Beranger, about go- 
ing out of town with him. I hope this will 
find you and your family [well]; and, I will be 


with you, God willing, to morrow dinner. Your 
affectionate, faithful huſband, _ Rica, STEELE. 


| LETTER CLXI. To Mrs. StzzLz. 
Draxzsr Wirz, Sept. 17, 1712, 
; Hampton-court, Thurſday Noon. 
HE fineſt women in nature ſhould not de- 
| tain me an hour from you ; but you muſt 
ſometimes ſuffer the rivalſhip of the wiſeſt men. 
Lord Halifax and Sommers leave this place af- 
ter dinner; and I go to Watford, to ſpeak with 
the Solicitor-general “, and from thence come 
directly to Bloomſbury-ſquare. Yours faith» 
fully, Ric. STEELE. 


Sir Robert Raymond; afterwards, in regular ſucceſſion, 
Attorney-general, a Serjeant at Law, Chief-juftice of the King's 
2 and a Commiſſioner of the Great Seal. 

| LETTER 


To Mas. STEELE. 
LETTER CLXII, To Mrs. STEEL. 
Dax Prve, Nov. 18, 1712. 
AM come from a committee where I have 
been] chairman, and drunk too much. I 
have the head-ach, and ſhould be glad you 
would come to me in good-humour, which 
would always baniſh any uneafineſs of temper 


from, dear Prue, your fond fool of a huſband, . 
Ricn. STEELE. 


LETTER CLXIII. To Mrs. STEELE, 


DAR PruE, March 28, 1713. 
WILL do every thing you defire your ewn 
way. Yours ever, Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CLXIV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear Pave, April 22, 191 3. 
1 HAVE met with Doggett *, and we ſhall 
fall into a diſcourſe which will turn to ac- 
count. 


* Thomas Doggett, an author and an actor, who had, not 
long before the date of this letter, thrown up in diſguſt his office 
of joint-manager of Drury-lane theatre, which he had ſome time 
held with Wilks and Cibber. By his frugality he ſecured a 
ſufficient competence to retire from the hurry of buſineſs whilſt 
in the height of his reputation. In political principles, to uſe 
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count. I ſhall dine with him at ſome eating. 
houſe; If you will be etactiy at five at But- 
ton's , we will go together to the Park, or elſe- 
ere, and be with you all night, if you conde- 
ſcend to take me out of my truckle-bed. Yours 
He... * i Kien. STEELE. 


. l 


kerrrs Et:xv. 70 the Folia: 


Duan Pwvs, Nine i in the Morning, May 5. 1713. 
HAVE ſent Will to get a place in the 
coach for your new maid, and am going out 
to viſit the company I invited to Hampton- 
court, to know their reſolution. Your: maid 
may be always with the children. If the ap- 
pointment holds, I will ſend Will alſo this after- 


the words of Steele, he was n hig up to the head and ears; 
and fo ſtrictly was he attached to the intereſts of the houſe of 
Hanover, that he never let ſlip any oceaſion that preſented itſelf 
425 demonſtrating his ſentiments in that reſpect. The year after 
George I. came to the throne, Doggett gave a'waterman's coat 
and filver badge, to be rowed for by ſix watermen, on the iſt 
day of Auguſt, being the anniverſary of the acceſſion ; and at 
his death bequeathed a certain ſum of money, the intereſt of 
4 which was 'to be appropriated annually, for ever, to the pur- 
chaſe of a like coat and badge, to be rowed for in honour of the 
day. The ceremony continues to be annually. performed, the 
claimants ſetting out on a fignal given at that time of the tide 
- when the current is ſtrongeſt againſt them, and rowing from the 
Old Swan near London-bridge, to the White Swan at Chelſea. 


*. e coffee · houſe in the frequented at that 
by 


time 1 the wits. 
noon 


* 
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noch with further directibns. I value a; perfon 
you are fond of too much to ride late in the 
evening; therefore ſhall ſet out myſelf early in 
the morning” to-morrow. Your obedietit' hat- 
bnd, (ich, SrzEx. 


LET TEK CLXVI. To Mrs. SrzeLs. 

Dear Prue, Tonſon's, Jane 6, 1713. 
SHALL not come home to dinner; but, if 
you will call here at fix o'clock, we will take 


the air together. Yours more than you can 
imagine, or I expreſs, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER. CLXVII. To Mrs. STEtLE.. 


DAR PVR, June 10, 1713. a 
1 SEND herewith the copy of the ſettlement 
which- lay at Froden's, but cannot- fiad: my 
deed among his papers which relates to Barba- 
dos. He himſelf is light-headed. Your affec- 
tionate, obedient, R1Cn, STEELE. 


— 
' LETTER CEXVIIL To Mrs. STezLe. 


Dear PRux, 5 June 20, 1713. 
O keep things in order from that quarter, 
I am gone to Highgate to dinner; have 

- been 
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been pretty ſueceſsful this morning. Send for 
Queer-ones to keep you company, At night we 
will talk over _ Your faithful, affectionate 


huſband, 0 id Row. STEELE, 
Since the) ve, I have received a meſſage 


from Mr. Addiſon, who put off the meeting with 
Mr. Aſhurſt, and has engaged me to meet ſome 
Whig lords. In the evening, at fix, you ſhall 
| Know where I am. 


—_ 
— 
— 


LETTER CLXIX. To Mrs. STzeLE. 


Dean Pave, July 1, 1713. 
F you pleaſe to be in a continel about one 
o'clock, I will ſend you word where I ſhall 
be, to go with you to Mr. Hoole's “ to ſee the 
Entry . I have diſcharged Hugh, and have 
his receipt. Your moſt affectionate, faithful, 
huſband, Rich. STEELE, 
1 bave given his black cloaths, for I will ne- 
ver * a aria i 


* A ſtationer, in Ludgate-ſtreet. 

+ This was the public entry of the Duke D' Aumont, the 
French Ambaſſador, who came on this day in ſtate from Green- 
wich to the Tower by water, and afterwards paraded, in a ſtyle 
of great ſplendour, through the city, to Somerſet-houſe j when 
he was magnificently entertained till the day of his public audi- 
ence, the qthof July, when he proceeded to St. James's in the 
fame form as was obſerved at his entry. A full and curious ac- 
count of the whole ſolemnity may be ſeen in the — 


See for 2713, vol. VI p. 34+ 
| LETTER 
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LETTER 'CEXX; To Mrs. STEELE.” 


Dran ke 18781 gem 1, — 
F you will please to come to. Mr. Hoole's, a 
ſtationer's, next door to Ludgate church, 
you will . find nou ever obliged huſband, 

Fi 1 | 77% 4 Nu. sms. 


- 
— 4 - 


{ LETTER CLXXI. To Mrs. STEBLE. | / 


Dear PRux, July 2, 1773. 
| WISH yon a good journey; take care of 
yourſelf, and expect to find me at home to 
eceive you to-morrow evening. Your moſt 
zumble ſervant, Rich. STEELE» 


* _ Bp 
— — — | N 
g 1 Q 


LETTER CLXXII. To Mrs. OY 


Dran PavE, July 10, e's. 
HIS is only to acquaint you that [ have al- 
moſt finiſhed my vexations; and I ſhall, 


ay. 
J all that is agreeable to your affectionate and 
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om to-morrow, be in a regular and methodical | 


You are my pride, my pleaſure, my ambition, 
ihful hulbanjd. Ricn. Srrzrz. 


, 
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LETTER CLXXII. To Mn. STEELE. 
DEA TyRrANT, | July 13, 1713. 
"HAVE ſeen Carpenter this morning, and 
he ſays it is all one to him, we may keey 
the woman in the houſe; ſo that what you have 
to do, is only to get linen, &c. bundled up 
againſt evening. You ſhall hear from me again 
about five o'clock. I beg of you to govern me 
as gently as you can, for you have full power 
over your affectionate, conſtant, obedient huf: 
vote = Rich. STEELE. 


"14 


- 
* 


* 7c a 
4 * 


kerten orxxrv. T 0 Mrs. STEELE, 


July 22, 1713, 

WRITE becauſe [ hear you give yourſ 
up to lamentation . You have, indeed, n 
cauſe for it; and I beſeech you to repoſe the 
confidence in me, which is deſerved from yc 
1 3 W eren and tender hufband, 
| Rick. Srrrut 


Ann 4 5453 © £54404 4a ; 

{*, Within a month after the date of this letter he was elel 
member for Stockbridge ; and, ſtrange to tell, the electio 
poor Dick was followed up by a petition againſt it on the ſcore 
ERIBERY.! See Journals of the Houſe of Commons,” Mart 
* 4713-14» As Steele was expelled the Houſe on the x7th( 
p. 190) on another . buſineſs, the petition was of courſe vil 
drawn, April 17, 1714. 
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LETTER CLXXV. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dr Een July 2, 1713. 

IF you pleaſeę to, « call at Button's *, we will go 
Ana to Brom pton. Yours ever, 

r Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER 9 To Mrs. STEELE. 
Dear PrxveE, | July 30, 1713- 
F you hive not ſecured Morgan Davies at 

- dinner, I would dine in Paul's church-yard, 
in order to go to Tryon after Change. Yours 
„„ Rich. STEELE, 

I will. be at home at five, therefore do not 
ſend for me here except Davies is with you. 


LETTER CLXXVII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear PRux, Sept. 29, 1713. 
HAVE ſettled all things to great ſatisfac- 
tion, and deſire you would ſtay at home, but 
ſend the coach for me to come to you, to take 
the air and talk further. Yours, Rich. STEELE 


* Button, who had been a ſervant in the Counteſs of War- 
ick's family, kept a coffee-houſe on the ſouth fide of Ruſſel- 
ireet, about two doors from Covent-garden, and was under the 
patronage of Appison. Here it was that the Wits of that time 
ſed to aſſemble. It is ſaid, when Abbison had ſuffered any 
exation from the Counteſs, he withdrew the company from 


5.339, 8yo, I 78 1. 
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Nutten houſe, JorNSON's © Lives of Engliſh Poets,“ vol. . 
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LETTER CLXXVIII. To Mrs. STEELt. 
Dear abk. Bloomſbury- ſquare, Dec. 24, 1714, 


» I DINE with Lord Halifax, and thall be a 
home half-hour after fix.” For thee I die, 
for thee I languiſh. Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CLXXIX. To Mrs, SrEEIE. 


DAR Pave, | Jan. 20, 1113-14. 
AM gone to Buckley's *, and from thence 
am to go and dine at à place where I am to 


be with the Elector's envoy. From thence ! 
ſhall again return to Buckley's. I truſt I ſhall 
bring home good news. I want clean linen, being 


* Sam. Buckley at the Dolphin in Little- Britain, for whom 
ſeven volumes of the original Spectator in folio had been printed, 
The Spectator being diſcontinued at the cloſe of the 7th volume, 
was ſycceeded by The Guardian; and Pope informs us. thx 
Steele was engaged in articles of penalty to Jacob Tonſon, fer 
all the papers he publiſhed under this laſt name. The ſame a 
thor ſays, the true reaſon that STEELE laid down The Gus 
dian was a quarrel between him and the bookſeller abovemen: 
tioned z”* he adds, © that Steele, by defiſting two days, and al 

” rering the title of his paper to that of The Engliſhman, got qui 

of his obligation. Additions to Pope's Works,“ 1476, vo. 

Il. p. 84, et ſeq, At the date of this letter, the periodical pape 

to which STEELE gave the title of The Engliſhman, was in tht 

courſe of publication; it was printed by S. Buckley in Amen 

corner, and announced as The Sequel of the Guardian. The 

title of Spectator was reſumed ſome months after; number fit 

of the VIiIrh volume, printed by Buckley in Amen coral 
Feita, is dared on the 18th of the June following, in 1714- 

2 . verſ 


— 


an eas. as” *o 
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* dirty with running about. I have left Mr. 
Craggs%/ fubſcription-books® at his houſe. 1 


am, dear Prue, yours faithfully, Rica. STEELE. 


Ae —— 
LETTER CLkXX. To Mrs. SrEEIE. 
[ORs Prue, 15 Jan. 26, 1713-14. 


1 DINE abroad at Lord Halifax's. Mr. 
Craggs I have written to, not having found 
him, 1 find what 1 defire is tranſacting, and to 
be done by a general ſubſctiption®, for divulging 
the Crifis all over the kingdom. I ſhall not be 
at home till nine o' clock, becauſe I am to meet 
the ſheriff at fix, Yours ever, Rich. STEELE. 


% 
F 


LETTER CLXXXI. To Mrs. STEELE. | 


DAR PrRvuE, Jan. 27, 1913-14. 
REPEAT that I will do in all as you have 
defired, ſo help me God. Rich. STEELE. 

I will be at Tonſon's all the evening. 


Of Steele's celebrated political pamphlet, The Crifis,” 
which was printed and publiſhed by Buckley. On the ſubject 
bf this ſubſcription, ſee ſome ſevere remarks in Swift's “ Public 
Spirit of the Whigs.“ A few days before the date of this letter, 
Swift publiſhed a paraphraſe of an Ode of Horace, beginning, 

„% Diek, thou'rt reſolv'd, as I am told, 
Some ſtrange arcana to unfold, | 
And, with the help of Buckley's pen, 
To vamp the good old cauſe again. 
Which thou (ſoch Burnet's ſhrewd advice is) 
Muſt furbiſh up, and nickname Cx1s18,”” &c, &c. 
See the whole poem in the Supplement to Swift.“ 
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LETTER CLXXXIL T0. Mrs. STzzLE. - 


DAR Prom, March 11, 1913-14 
SEND this to let you know, that Lord 
Halifax would not let me go to the Houſe, 
but thought it would be better to have the firſt 
attack made in my abſence. Mr. Foley“ was 
the gentleman who did me that, honour; but 
they could not bring it to bear ſo far as to ob- 
tain an order for my attending in my place +, or 
any thing elſe to my diſadvantage than that all 
pamphlets are to come on Saturday. Lord Ha. 
lifax, in the Houſe of Lords, told the miniſtty, 
that he believed, if they would recommend the 
Crifis to her Majeſty's peruſal, ſhe would think 
quite otherwiſe'of the book than they do. 

I think they have begun very. unhappily and 
ungracefully againſt me, and doubt not but God 
will turn their malice to the advantage of the 
innocent. Your faithful huſband, and humble 
ſervant, | Rica. STEELE, 


*The motion which Mr. Auditor Foley particularly leveled 
at Steele, in a debate on the bill for limiting the number of of- 
ficers in the Houſe of Commons, was, © to take into conſidera- 
« tion that part of the Queen's ſpeech which related to the ſup- 
« preſſing ſeditious libels and faftious rumours.” 


+ They obtained it, however, on the next day. 
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Lrrtn CLAXXIM. To uu. Big 


"ages Paoz, . March 12, 171 3-14- 

AM. going to Mr. Walpole's, to meet 
ſome "444 There is nothing can ariſe 
to me#® which ought to afflict you; therefore, 


pray be a Roman lady, and aſſume a courage 


equal to your goodneſs. The Queen is very ill, 
Your faithful, very chearful huſband, 
Ricg. STEELE. 
Do not mention, if you ſee Harris, the buti- 
neſs of the Queen. . 


LETTER CLEXXIV.” To Mrs. STEELE. 


DEAR 1 March 18 +, 1713-14- 
Temple, Seven o'Clock. 


HAVE A my defence , and am ordered 


I 


me, 


* On this day a regular complaint was made to the Houſe, by 
Mr. Foley, of three pamphlets by Steele (“ The Criſis,” and two 
ſingle numbers of The Engliſhman”), as containing © ſe. 
« yeral paragraphs tending to ſedition, highly reflecting upon 
« her Majeſty, and arraigning her adminiſtration and govern- 
„ment.“ Mr. Steele was ordered to attend in his place on the 


'13thz which he did accordingly, and was then allowed four days 


for making his defence. 

+. The original 1 is miſdated, March 17. 

He owned, in his place, * that he wrote and publiſhed the 
« pamphlets complained of;“ and read the paragraphs to the 
Houle, „with the ſame chearfalnels and ſatisfaction with which 

H 4 he 


10 


a 


to withdraw. Addiſon was ſent out after 


- 


.me, by my friends, to bid me not be ſeen till! 


by a porter an hour or two hence. Nothing can 


Poſfeſſed againſt him. He was ſtrongly ſupported by Mr. Wal- 
pole, General Stanhope, the Lord Finch, rhe Lord Hinchin- 
; broke, and the Lord Lumley, His principal opponents were 
Mr. Foley, Sir W. Wyndham, Sir Edward Northey (the attor- 


debate, Steele was expelled the Houſe, by 254 voices againſt 
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heard what will be the cenſure, / If you pleaſe 
to go to Mrs. Keek's, I will ſend to you thither 


happen to my condition in private the work, 
and I have buſied myſelf enough for the public, 
T he next is for you ind yours. Rich. STEEL: Wl &' 


| pl 
— . 6 P 
LETTER CLAXXV: To Mrs. SrERIE. 
My DEAR Lirz, March 19, 1713-14. | 


WILL take immediate care of what you 

ſend about. Pray let nothing diſquiet you, 
for God will prote& and proſper your inno- 
cence and virtue, and, for your ſake, dear Prue, ] 
your | faithful huſband, and humble ſervant, 


Rich. STEELE, 5 
«he abjured the Pretender.” Steele ſpoke on this occaſion with fa 


ſuch a temper, modeſty, unconcern, eaſy and manly eloquence, 
as gave entire ſatisfaction to all who were not inveterately pre- 


ney- general), and other courtiers. After a long and intereſting 


152. He took ample revenge, however, three days after, on 
the Harleys and the Foleys, under the name of the Crabtrees and 
Brickdufls, in the eleventh number of © The Lover.” 


« 


LETTER 


"LETTER cLXXXVI. To Mrs, * 2g 


Drax Pxvs, March 19, 1713-14. 
AM in very good-humour, and in no con- 


cern but fear of your being uneaſy. I will 
go to the club to- night; for, as you ſay, I muſt 


preſs things well now or never. Your faithful 
Dicx SIEGLE. 


LETTER CLXXXVII®. To Mrs. STEELE, 


Dzar PRuxk, | March 20, 1713-14. 
Bloomſbury-ſquare. 
WILL do all you defire ; and, after I have 
been with Lord Wharton and the reſt, in 
the morning, 1 will come to Bloomſbury, where 
the Mayor of Stockbridge dines with your moſt 
faithful huſband, RicH. STEELE. 


LETTER CL XVIII. To Mrs. SzEELE. 


Dear PRUx, March 24 +, 1713-14. 
EL I know fer is, that when I was a- 
bed laſt night Aſhurſt called here, and 


* Indorſed by Mrs. Steele, The crowd of worthy gentlemen 
expected.“ 
+ The Caſe of Richard Steele, Eſq. with an importial Ac- 


* count of the Proceedings againſt him, in a Letter to a Friend,” 
Was publiſhed on this day. 
| left 
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left word he had been about the buſineſs, and 
all would do beyond expectation. 'Your repre. 
hended ſpouſe, = humble ſervant, 

Rien. STEELE, 


LETTER CLAXXIX. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Ss 


nel Pave, Tonſon' s, March 25, 1714. 
LL I hear now is this morning from. Aſh- 
urſt, that 3000 l. is to be paid in to Mr, 
Warner for my. uſe, but when, and by what 
hand, I am till in the dark. I ſuppoſe Aſhurſt 
will in the afternoon be here, and I am to be in 
the evening with young Minſhull, 

I am very impatient to have this matter ended 
ſome way or other, that I might be with you 
and the brats, God will preſerve us, and let us 
mect with) Joy. Your moſt obedient huſband, 

Rica, STEELE, 


- oO 


* 


LETTER CXC. To Mrs. STEti. 


Dear Pexve, Eaſter Sunday, March 28, 1714. 
WRITE this to acquaint you that I an 
going to Dr. Weſt's chapel. 

I I cannot learn any thing of our great buſineſ 
more than that it is a-doing, and my chief cre 
ditor ſeems eaſy in expectation of his mone) 
that way. 
| I an 


1 


To Mas. 8 T EE LIE. 10 
Lam going this morning to à very ſolemn 
work*, and invoke Almighty God to bleſs you 
and your little ones, beſeeching him to ſpare me 
2 little life to acquit myſelf to you and them, 
whom of all the world I have hitherto leaſt en- 
deavoured to ſerve. But you, and Betty, and 
Dick +, and Eugene, and Molly, ſhall be hence- 
forth my principal cares next to the keeping a 
good conſcience. Yours, good Prue, 


ee 10. 5. 14 Rich. STEELE. 
| Service to Mrs. Keck, | 


; 


LETTER CXCI. To Mrs. STEELE: 


Dear P Rur, March 30, 1714. 
SIT down to give you ſome account of our 
affairs. The affair with Aſhurſt, he ſays, is 
in great forwardneſs ; but I cannot dive into the 
ſecret by what hands I am to be obliged. I had 
the good fortune to be with Mr. Cadogan alone 
yeſterday after I had dined with him. His dif- 
courſe was much to my ſatisfaction, but I can- 
not write it; therefore, if you pleaſe to come 
hither in the evening, between ſeven and eight, 
ve will talk all over. After I had been with 
adogan till ſix in the evening, he carried me 
0 a ball, where were his mother, fiſter, and ſe- 


This is not the only inſtance of Steele's attention to reli- 
ious duties. See 


57 7 
7 His eldeſt ſon; who died ſoon after. See Letter COXXVI. 
veral 


— 
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veral relations, among whom Lady Blundell; | 
did not come home till three in the morning 
which is the regſon that you hear from me { 
late as now, at twelve o clock. It is a mighy 
filly thing for you and I to be melancholy ; by 
let us chear one another, and be a comfort u 
each other, According to the fituation of 2 
fairs, nothing but Divine Providence can pre, 
vent a civil war within a few years; and againf 


' 


LETTER CXCII. To Mrs. STEELE. 
Dear PRE, April 1, 1116 
1 WANT the leaſe and all receipts about the 
; houſe in Vork- buildings, to which Mr. Res 
ſon is landlord. . Pray ſend them by Harris. 
have heard no news to-day, but expect ſon 
by-and-by, of which you ſhall have an account 

Your faithful huſband, and humble ſeryant, - 
| Rich. STEELE 


"OO tp ST hwndt 


— 


————— —ʒñ aß 


LETTER CXCII. To Mrs. SrrzIx. 
DAR Pruz, Devereux-court, April 3, 1714 
JF CANNOT come home, having the Unde 


-Þ fheriff to ſpeak with firſt at five o'clock 
2 | fron 


109 
e I ſhall go to the play, which I 
| iy place of buſineſs, for Jam in hopes of 


b ta, 8 T E EE E. 


eeiog two or three people in the boxes whom L 
I abnot ſee elſewhere, I deſire Will may car: 
; k the three bottles of wine of mine, at Todfon', 


to Bloomſbury. I will be at home as foon as 
the play is done. Yours, yours, ever, ever, 
91 4 | ; 


a Rica. STEELE, * 
fe. 1801 Fs - 35.14 51 9364} 
inf 444 — —  —  — — Iv 4. 4 
* LETTER CXCIV. To Mrs. STeri. 

ho, Dear PRUE, May 21, 114. 


WILL come for you at fix o'clock, to go 
by land or water to Chelſea. I think things 
will go pretty well, Iam gone to Fox-hall. I 
muſt come to London again before I go to 
Chelſea, Yours ever, Rich. STEELE. 


— — — — 


[LETTER CXCV. To Mrs. STEELE, fifth Door, 
Bloomſbury-lquare. 


Ur pran Prue, May 21, 1714. 
SEND this, to let you know that we do not 
go out of town to-night. I am your affec- 
tionate, faithful huſband, Rica. STEELE. * 
Pray pardon impatiencies, which have their 
foundation in care and ſolicitude for you, and 
vexation that I have not been ſo juſt as to pre- 
fer my manly to all the world. 


LETTER 


— 
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wn 11:31 o | 
A n CXOVI. To Wire . | 
7 453 4 64 
Pray, Pavx, Aloamibury-ſquare, May 28, 1714. 

WILL. come to you as ſoon as poſſibly 

an. I. hope vou will like the lamprey 
which I left at home. I am going to the Ha. 
noyer club, but muſt be back at the preſs * be. 
fore balf-hour after ſeven. Your — obedient 


huſband, hg Rick. STEELE, 
LETTER CXCVII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Tonſon's, Bow-ſtreet, June 2, 1714, 
STAY here to attend this thing * cloſe, or it 
will not be ready, for I am forced to make 
alterations according to new intelligence about 
the bill. When I have done, I will come to 


you, Yours ever, Rick. SIEELK. 


LETTER CXCVIII. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dzak Paux, Bloomſbury-ſquare, June 24, 1714- 
ORD WHARTON, whom I met at the 
Houſe, engaged me at the Kit. cat at three 


The ſecond edition of © A Letter to a Member of Parlia- 
e ment, concerning the Bill for preventing the Growth of 


% Schiſm, by Richard Steele, eſq.” was publiſhed June 5, 1714- 


His * Romiſh Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of late Vears“ appeared 
on the 25th of the preceding month. 


o'clock; 


To Mas. 8 TEE LE. 171 
o*clock; ſo that, had I come home, I ſhould 
have had time but juſt to come batk again. 

I will wait on you after fix. Yours, moſt 
obediently, 25 Ricn. STEELE. 


" LETTER CXCIX. To Mrs. STEELS. 


Dax Pavs, _ July 8, 1714; 
FTER having ſettled with Tryon to pay 
Tiſhmaker, I am attending other buſineſs, 
and wait Mr. Walpole's motions. I will be at 
home at ſeven o'clock.. Yours, Rich. STEELE. 
— — 


LETTER CC. To Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear PrRut, Charing-croſs, July 15, 1714. 
R. WALPOLE going out of town to- 
morrow, I am obliged to dine where he 
does, to get an opportunity of ſpeaking to him. 
I am, dear Prue, your moſt affectionate, obedi- 

ent huſband, *' Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCI. To Mrs. STEELE. 
Dear PruE, July 31, 1714. 
St. James's Coffee-houſe, 
HE news is come hither that the Queen 
is dead *, I am, dear Prue, your moſt af- 
fectionate, and moſt obedient huſband, 
Rica. STEELE, 


* She actually died next morning, a little after ſeven o 'clock, 
Aug. 1, 1714, in the soth year of her age, and the 13th year of 


hex reign, 
LETTER 


——— . 7 
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"LETTER oon. To Mrs. benni 
＋ © if Sh 
"Das Pau, 94 Aug. 4 1714. 


: ede houſe, St. James's-ſtreet, 
I HAVE been loaded with compliments from 

the Regents, and affured of ſomething imme. 
diately, but have not heard what anſwer Philips 
brings from Scott. 1 defire you to ſend me a 
guinea. I ſhall have caſh in the morning. 1 
wait here to ſpeak with Cadogan, with whom! 
would explain the poſture of my affairs more 
earneſtly. Faithfully yours, Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER CALL... Do Mrs. STEELE. 


Dear Puk, | Aug. 6, 1714. 
WAS obliged to borrow of Mr. Minſhull # 
money to pay Scott gol. 

He obliged me to dine with him, after which 
I muſt go to Mr. Moore, and after that to Mr. 
Aſhurſt, and after that to the delight of my 
eyes, your dear ſelf, Rich. STEELE. 


* Mr. Minſhull, Mr. Moore, Mr. Lechmere, Bp. Hoadly, 
and Addifon, were all ſaid to have been concerned with STEELE 
in the compoſition, reviſal, and correction of * The Criſis,” 
which was publiſhed in STEELE's name, Jan. 19, 1714. 


— 


LETTER 
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* Hide 30t gin eit Aol 


/ UETTER ol. ere Mis, Sree. Ft 
WS. % x. oi + 2 2 
DEAN Pave,; 1 6 8, 1714. 


SEND Wilmot; but flay a at St. James's, be- 


cauſe they talk of great news, which I will 
bring you ; and am, your mob obedient huſband, 


1A re Ren. STEELE. 


| 


055 8 
n W's T's Mrs/ Seer. - | 

Dtar Poe,” St. Jatnes's, Aug. 1 5 1714. 

[ HAYE Fn with Cadogan®, who gives me 

great hopes of ſucceſs in the patent for far- 
hings T. Baton Bothmar dines with him, and he 
will have me be there. 

If I do not. deſerve good-fortune, I hope be- 
ng joined to you and yours will be, in the fight 
pf Heaven, a motive for bleſſing me, who, with 
dd's grace, ſhall o better. Your obedient 
huſband, Rick. STEELE. 


Ss = „„ 


1 


| LETTER CCVI. To Mrs. SrEEIE. 
DAR PrvUE, St. James's, Aug. 23, 1714. 
HAVE ordered Willmot to carry home 


| the things you ſpeak of in Covent: garden. 
ſhall be with the Broderickes | + and others dll 


* The famous General, afterwards Earl Cadogan. 

+ This ſeems to have been an abortive project. 

t Thomas Blodericke, eſq. was elected at the ſame time 
ith Steele a repreſentative for Stockbridge. See p. 98. 


I | after 


414 STEELE'S LETTERS 
after eleven o'clock this night, for which I hope 
you will pardon me; but I will not drink. You 


obedient huſband, Ric. STEEL:, Ne 

Willmot will tell you about the houſe in tu 

* ee: 36 Te YET! 4 re it 

7 Nn "7 1 If 

alda 960 Ton 320% mEbar;: | hi 

_ LETTER CCVII. To Mrs. STEELE. fh 
Dran Pave, ---— Sept. 8, 1714, 


1 SHALL dine at Cleland's*, in order to ſe 
Lady Marlborough T as ſoon as ſhe is at lc 


ſure after dinner. I have ſpoken to two « 5 
three of the juſtices, and I think all will do wel. 
Your moſt obedient huſband, Ric. Stet 


/ 


LETTER CCVIII. To Mrs, STEsLE. 


DEAR DEAREST PRUE, Jan. 27, 1114-15 
T HOPE this will find you well, as I am: 
this preſent writing. 1 ſend Willmot u 


* The friend and correſpondent of Pope; and ſuppoſed toi: 
the Will Honeycomb of . The SpeRtator.” Of his ſon, whoi 
fill living, ſee “ Anecdotes'of Mr. Bowyer,” p. 366. 

t On the ſubject poſſibly of the Hiſtory of her Lord. Int 
Nxth number of . The Reader,” May 3, 1714, Steele gives: 
account of his deſiga to write the hiſtory of the Duke of M 
borough, from the date of his commiſſion of Captain- genen 
and Plenipotentiary, to the expiration of thoſe commiſſions. I 
materials were then in his cuſtody ; but the work, which att: 
wards devolved to Glover and Mallet, to whom the Dutch 


| gave by her will 1000 l. for that 3 is ſtill — 
| on 


hi 


> Por Mae, STEELE 116 
now, how, you do only, and to bring the books 
concerning the law of elections; or, what is bet- 
ter, let him bring the green covers with him. If 
you have a letter with a note of Warner's, ſend 
it hither, and 1 will have it of his neigbour Mr. 
Jeſſop“. I write now among dancing, ſinging, 
hooping,  hallooing, and drinking. I think 1 
ſhall ſucceed. My dear, I love you to-death. 

If the bill is not come, and you havea guinea 
or two, ſend them ; for I would not borrow till 
my bill comes, which will certainly be next ar- 
rival of the poſt to York. Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCIX. To Mrs. STzzrx, at Mr. 
Harriſon's, over againſt the Black Man, in Coney- 
ſtreet, York. 8 KS 
DAR PRUR, Jan. 28, 1714-15. 

He's Boroughbridge, Twelve at Night, 
OBEY your directions exactly, and avoid 

drinking, and every thing elſe that might 

give you any trouble. The precept for electing 
members for this place came hither to-day, and 
the election is to be on Wedneſday. It looks 
with a good face on my ſide. I take the op- 
portunity of writing by the gentleman who 
keeps the Black Man. He bas very much 
pleaſed me with an account that you had a river 
at the end of your garden. There will be there, 


* See p. * 
I 2 I doubt 


46 s TE HL It's LE TTE RS 
1 d6ubt hot, a tübuttd Wen offered up, u 
| Iv me difetecibi, and 17 0 eaſe of thi is worll 
ou and yours, [ Rat, wal” a. fg covetous; 
1 am ſure you have fliade me vali E wealth mu 
more than I ever thought 1 would : but inde 
have a reaſon Rik makes it Worth the put 
uit: it will make me more agreeable: to You? 
| 1 am indeed, Prue, intitely yours,” R. STEHtt, 
1 hope Nabny does not miſbeha ve ſo as t 
diſturb your tranquillity. _ 
If the poſt, would this night not bring th we 
money, I find 1 can have NM: in the countrj, 
and draw a | bill on Mr. Caſtleman at London. 


LETTER CCX. To Mrs. ers; 


Dax Pave, Boroughbridge, Feb. 1, 17142 1 
AM aſtoniſhed Warner has not ſent 

bill before now. Mr. Jeflop T is a & 
ade botough, where he is to be choſen 
this morning. | 

r J will take okay pounds of him, and ſend 
you money by an expreſs, which I Will ſend u 
you to-morrow with advice of our ſucceſs her: 
The election is to be between eight and eleven i 
the Morning. I am, dear Prue, ever thine, 
Rica, STEELE, 


: 


4 0 Lower CCx111. * note, ad . 
+ William Jeſſop, eſq. elected in this and ſeveral ſucceeding 
parliaments for Aldborough in Yorkſhire. . 

LETTER 


4 
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ETTER (xl. 'To Mrs, $7EELF, at Mr, 
| Harriſon” s at York, Coney. ſtreet. 


« 
. 


Daan PkuUz, ______ Feb. 4, 1714-15. 
HIS is to acquaint you that I will be with 
you on Saturday, and then ſettle your jour- 
ey home; which I propoſe ſhall be in the coach 
rh day fe night. 1 

[ have got money, and you ſhall hear of me 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Jeſſop has been very zealous | in my elec- 
ion, and ſtood by with his {kill and knowledge 
n the ſpot. Yours ever, Rich. STEELE, 


ETTER CCXII. To Mrs.* STEELE, at her 
Houſe,. over again Park-place,, St. Ve 8. 


_ pas, | Claremont, 45 10, 1716. 
TY Lord Clare (who you will own to have 
ſome pretence to ene me) will not 
0 | let 
* This might have been addreſſeg, « To. Lady Steele,” 15 
+ Afterward the patriotic Duke of Newcaſtle. Steele had 
| before dedicated to him the Colleftion of his Political 
Writings.” This Nobleman, who was then Lord-lieutenant 
che county of Middleſex, had not long before placed Steele in 
ecommilſion- of the peace for that county, and appointed him 
e of his Deputy «lieutenants. It was in this capacity that, two 
ys only befure the date of this letter, he was knighted, on pre- 
hung tu the K ing an addreſs from the Lieutenancy of Middle + 
and . which Stecle had tlie honour of drawing 
I 3 up. 


2 
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let me come away from hence this night, Pry 
forgive your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
"FEY 88 Rick. Srgkli 


IETTER CC XII. To Lady Sr. 


DAR PRUE, Speaker's Chambers, Aug. 14, 171% 

| WRITE this before I go to Lord Marlby. 
rough's, to let you know that there was n 
one at the Treaſury but Kelſey, with whon 
Welſted “ left the order, and he is to be at th 
Treaſury again to-morrow between two 1 
three : when, without doubt, the money will 


up. About the ſame time he was appointed ſurveyor oft 
royal ſtables ar Hampton-court. On the 28th of May followi 
being the King's birth-day, who then entered his 56th year, 
Richard particularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, by treating abs 
200 gentlemen and ladies. The entertainment, conſiſting of y 
ramids of all manner of ſweetmeats, the moſt generous vin 
ſuch as burgundy, champaign, &c. was uſhered in by 2 
logue written by Tickell and ſpoken by Mrs. Younger; 
concluded by an epilogue written by himſelf, and ſpoken 
Mr. Wilks, very merry, and free with his own charaftt 
after which, a large table that was in the area of the concd 
houſe was taken away, to make room for the company to 
country-dances, which was done with great decency and 
Jarity. An Ode of Horace was alſo ſet to muſic on this oc 
[fron 3; with ſeveral ſongs and other entertaining performance: 
* Leonard Welſted, an ingenious young clerk in the office 
one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, whom Steele very highly eſte 
ed. Welſted had not long before this addreſſed to him two 
veral poetical publications; an imitation of an ode of Ho 
under the title of“ A Prophecy,” and © An Epiſtle an 
„King's Acceſſion.“ | 
pal 


| | 
To Livy STEFLE. 119 
paid ?. I have no hopes from that, or any thing 
elſe T, but by dint of riches to get the government 
of your Ladyſhip. Yours, Rich. STEELE. 


# In the notes on the Dunciad, Mr. Welſted (among much 
qually wanton abuſe) is reproached with having © received at 
© one time $001. for ſecret ſervice, among the other excellent au- 
' thors hired to write anonymouſly for the miniſtry.” This 
dle calumny (which aroſe from that ſum appearing in the Report 
pf the ſecrer committee, 1742, as iſſued “ to Leonard Welſted, 
gent. for ſpecial ſervices, Aug. 27, 1715”) was refuted in the 
Biographia Britannica, art, STEELE, p. 3830, note u, on the 
uthority of Welſted's own declaration to Mr. Walthoe, amal - 
lerman of St. Alban's, © that he received the money for the uſe 
of Sir R. Steele, and paid it to him.” If any further proof 
o this aſſertion were wanting, we have here the expreſs teſti- 
| ony of Steele himſelf, that the money was ifſued for his uſe. 
nd we are fo far indebted to the author of the Dunciad, that 
e has unwittingly contributed to illuftrate this letter, which 
vould otherwiſe have wanted a clue. 

+ It appears from this and other paſſages in theſe letters, that 
ady STEELE had an undue love of money, which was a ſource 
f mach vexation to herſelf, and of ſome uneaſineſs to her huſ- 
hand. There is a preſumptive proof of this in the following 
juotation, which is happily illuſtrated in this publication. 
TEELE, in his © Engliſhman,” celebrates the greatneſs and 
quanimity of a poor man with a tar xeckc/oth, who, with per- 
dt /ang-froid, was firſt informed at a coffee-houſe of his hav- 
wg got a prize of 10,0001. in the lottery. After ſtrictly and 
dolly examining into the truth of the information, he turned 
ut of his pocket half-a-crown and fixpence. Preſenting the 
alf-crown to the waiter, „It is all I have got now [ ſaid he}, 
but I will call another time and give you more for your good 
news.” Having related the incident with his uſual ſpirit and 
gh approbation, STEELE adds, © I ſpeak it fincerely, I had 
much rather have his temper than his fortune; for had it hap» 
pened to me, alas! I ſhould have given it, like a ſlave as I 
wo ain, to @ woman who deſpiſes me without it. Hang her, how- 
ver, I wiſh 1 had it for her ſake.” ENGLISHMAN, Ne 47, 
an. 21, 1714, printed by 8. Buckley, 12mo, p. 218, 219. See 


ater CCVIII. ad finem. 
I 4 LETTER 
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LETTER e 10 Lad Lady Srxzt zi, humbh 
: prey, + 


Dean Prus, | Jan. 1 10, 1715-16, 
"HAVE, that. in my pocket which within 
few days will be a great ſum of money, be. 

ſides what is growing at the play-houſe. I prefer 
your eaſe to all things. I beg of you to ſend 
for coals, and all things neceſſary for this week, 
and keep us only to the end of it out of you; 
abundance; and I ſhall ever add to it hereafter, 
inſtead of attempting to diminiſh it. I cannot 
indeed get money immediately without appear. 
ing moſt ſcandalouſly indigent, which 1 would 
avoid for the future. Ever yours, 

Rich. STEELE, 


— —  — — 


LETTER CCXV. To Lady STEELE, over again 
| Park-place, St. James's-ſtreet. 

Dear PxvE, Jan. 11, 1715-16 
HhHaldwin's, Eaſt-ſtreet, near Red-Lion 'Squar., 
AM here very buſy, and ſhall be all night 
Pray ſend me a book which is upon the 
ſerutore in the dining-room. It is an Hiſtoſ 
of Ireland, and many leaves of it turned dow, 
and papers in it. It is a ſad thing 1 muſt tale 
ſuch pains ; but you are to be the better for i 
which is the main comfort td, yours ever, 

Ric. STrELL 
LETTE| 
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ibl LETTER CCXVI. To Lady STEELE. 


Dos Pave, Chelſea, Monday, Feb. 4, 171 5-16, 
R. FULLER* and I came hither to dine 
in the air; but the maid has been ſo 
ſlow that we are benighted, and chuſe to he 
here rather than go this road in the dark. lie 
at our own bouſe, and ny friend at a eic $ 

in the town. "oY 
I defire Willmot may come in the morning 

with my linen. Your obedient hufband, * 
Aten. STEELE». 


LETTER CCXVII. To Lady STErLE. 
* Dre ar PRUE, + March 26, 1716. 
DID not come to town to day becauſe I find 
110 my hand in, and, by the help of Dymock r, 
ſhall be able this evening to finiſh what | have 
6 deferred from day to day for two months laſt 
MM paſt. Leſt you ſhculd be uneaſy, I ſend Will- 


mot to let you Know that I ſhall not come home 
till to-morrow about eleven in the morning, and 
am, dear creature, abſolutely thine, 

R1CH. STEELE. 


One of Steelc's aſſiſtants as a writer in the Tatler, See 
New TartLl.tt, vol. V. Ne 203, p. 266 and 267, mote; where 
the curious reader will find a very honourable account of him, 

too ſong to be tranſcribed here. 

T STEELE'S amanuenſic. 
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LETTER . To Lady ET with a 
8 [4 4 . Caſe. 


| Dran Paus, St. James GE * 9, 1716, 

OU may obſerve, in thoſe excellent 

books which your polite couſin * reads to 

you, that neceſſaries are often wanting to the 

heroes and heroines for want of ſtowing their 
teaus with proper materials. 

The bearer brings you, with this, a caſe of 
| inſtruments for eating and drinking, that may 
be upon the road both of ornament and uſe to, 
Madam, * obedient huſband, 

Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCXIX. To Lady STEELE, at Car 
marthen, South Wales. 


Dax PRux, Saturday, Nov. 17, 1716. 
A OLLY's diſtemper proves the ſmall-pox, 
which ſhe has very favourably, and a 
good kind. Mrs. Evans is very good; and 
Nurſe Jervaſe very diligent ; Sarah has every 
good quality, and the whole family are in health 
beſide the dear infant. I am very cloſe at my 
papers, not having been two hours out of the 


* 


* Alexander Scurlock, fon to a brother of Lady Steele's fa- 
ac oy Loy — &c. 
houſe 


cs > R9 2% oy — 
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bouſe fince I parted with you. Pray take care 
of yourſelf. - I love you to iſtration ; for 1 
cannot be angry at any thing you do, let it be 
6, erer ſo odd and unexpected, to the tendereſt of 
ut W buſbands, F \_ , Rren, STEELE. 
We had not, when you left us, an inch of 
candle, a pound of coal, or a bit of meat, in the 
bs houſe ; but we do not want now. 


LETTER CORX. To Lady STzzzE. 


- Dear Pave, Nov. 20, 1716. 
AM here under the double ſeverity of your 
abſence and Molly's fickneſs; but I hope 
you are well, as the child is, in her condition, 
She has the ſmall-pox with very favourable 
ſymptoms, and is very well attended by Evans 
and her huſband, Sarah, and Nurſe Jervaſe. I 
am, with the utmoſt affection, your obedient 
huſband, and moſt humble ſervant, 
| Rick. STEELE» 
I hope to begin my journey“ the day after 
Willmot's return. f 
I opened this after ſealed, to let you know 
Willmot is come. 


To Scotland, whither he was going as a Commiſſioner of 
the Forfeited Eftates, 


LETTER 


| 5 S TEETES LETTER S 
n e. * Lays — 


2 Pave, 4 Nov. 26, 1716. 
HOPE chis will find 46 ſafe at Carmar. 
then, and chat you find all things eaſy there. 
There is nothing extraordinary has occurred 
here. © Your daughter Betty was very well yeſ. 
terday : I made her be brought out as I rode by. 
I have been much on horſeback to prepare 
for my journey, for which l expect orders on 
Monday next out of Scotland. This is the ninth 
day with my dear Molly in the ſmall-pox ; the 
has many in the body, few in the face: they 
are, they ſay, very kindly. Nurſe Jervaſe, with 
her duty, recommends herſelf to you for her ex- 
traordinary care and diligence about your child. 
Mrs. Evans and her huſband deſerve very well 
of us, I am, with the tendereſt love, your moſt 
obedient buſband, and moſt humble ſervant, 


Rica. ST61n. 
My moſt bumble ſervice to the widow, and 


all the family. 


d 
* 
h 
Y 
: 
| 
P 
| 
C 


— 1 wy 
. 


"LETTER « CCXXII. To Lady STEELE. 


Shin Pur, Nov. 27, 1716. 

"WRIT to my couſin Alexander this poſt, 
and deſired him to excuſe my not writing to 
you ; but, on ſecond thoughts, fearing you 
r | might 


= % 
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might be diſpleaſed, I ſend this, thoy bi it has 
only to ſay that I am, with entite love and duty, 


your . obedient huſband, and humble ſer- 


„„ 2111 nn r e160 53 1 am 

OHA 1. — 451 
Trg cexx II. To Lady Sint” Us 

7 5 Feutyods yabizi iT — 29, 1726. 


AM eee obliged 10 you ſor your let- 
tet on the reverſe of my coufin 3. Your in- 
diſpcfition is a very great grief to me. I deſire 
you to uſe brandy to bathe your head, till you 
heat Dr. Garth's advice by next paſt. Betty is 
very well, and Molly up, and has this day taken 
phy ic, which ſhall, be continued as much as 
proper, and at proper diſtances. I have a great 
packet to anſwer” from Scotland, 'of which you 
ſhall have a futther account in my next. I am 
devotedly yours, - Rica. STEELE.» 


* 


of "4 


LETTER CCXXIV. To Lady STEELE, at Car- 
marthen, South Wales. Frauk, Richard Steele. 


Dran Paux, . Dec. 6, 1716. 
H15 is. only to ſay, we are all well. A- 
mong other little matters, I wait an an- 
fer from you before I ſet out for Scotland. I 
am, dear Prue, faithfully thine, Rien. STEELE. 


Garth adviſes your waſhing your head with 
water and ſalt. 


LETTER 
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"LETTER ccxxV. 10 Lady Sms. . 

pill Pave,” St. James -Areet; Dec. 11, 1716, 
HAVE received yours, with the incloſed 
bill for fifty pounds. Iearneſtly intreat you 
not to excruciate your ſpirit with what you 
ought to overlook and defpiſe. I will write to 
you at large on Thurſday about all matters, 
eſpecially the method of my journey. I am, 
dear woman, entirely yours, Rien. STEELE, 


* 4 . 
1 
- * * 1 . P ww > Y . 
W - 


E R 8 


1. 1 * 


LETTER ccxxvl. T0 Lady SrexLs 7 


_ Deanger Pave, S | | [undated]. 
HIS is only to. aſk bow you do. Ian 
Your-Betty-Dick-Eugene Molly's humble 

ſervant, e ge | Rien. STEELE, 


. 
* o _ P 

2 — 
— 


— 


LETTER CCXXVII. To aer STEELE. 


M pear Prue, Dec. 13, 1716. 
RS. Secretary Bevans · has acquainted me, 
by the 7th inſtant, that you are well, and 


* This hs is placed here moſt probably out of its proper 
order; a circumſtance of no more importance than the letter it- 
ſelf, which is only preſerved as enumerating all his family ina 
way that wv man but himſelf would ever have thought of. 

+ Siſter to Lady Steele's mother. See Letter CXXX. ad 
finem. She was at 2 come See Letter CRX. 4 


finem. 


very 


a K a „ <4 5on5- ©» mm + 2 


2 © Tor Dann 8 T EE LE. 127 
very much my friend and ſervant. Mrs. Evans 
went to ſee Betty yeſterday, who, ſhe ſays, is 
grown a very fine lady. Moll fat by me a little 
as I was writing yeſterday ; ſhe will not be at all 
marked, but is a dear child, Eugene is grown 
a very lively gentleman. After all this news, 
which takes in all the compaſs of whatever you 
care for *, you will not much regard politics if 
I ſhould write any. But it ſeems my Lord 
Townſhend is out, and Stanhope and Methuen 
the two ſecretaries for England, and Duke Rox- 
borough + made a third ſecretary for- Scotland ; 
for which place J intend to ſet out this day, with 
an opportunity of a gentleman's coach going 
down. I am, dear Prue, your moſt affectionate, 
obedient, languiſhing relict, Rich. STEELE. 
The machine is almoſt ready, 


LETTER CXXVIII. To Lady STEELE. 


I 


Dear PRux, Dec. 18, 1716. 
HETHER I love you becauſe you are 
the mother of the children, or them 


* By this expreſſion it appears their firſt boy Dick (ſee p. 
105) was now dead. Eugene died in November 1723. 

+ John Ker, Duke of Roxborough, was appointed ſecretary 
for North-Britain, Dec. 16, 1716. He religned that office, 
Aug. 25, 1725; and fince that period, inſtead of a diſtinct ſe+ 
cretary of ftate for Scotland, there has been regularly a keeper 
of the ſignet under the other two ſecretaries, 


- 218k becauſe 


7 + 
1 


. 


ſtranger pulled out a piſtol, and ſhot the man in 


indifferent and compoſed . 


1 The ſtrange circumſiance here alluded to happened at 
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2 becauſe you are their mother, T'know not; but! 


am ſure T'am grow in u Vety covetous creatun 
for the fake of both o of you. I atn making haſt 
to Scotlatid; have only a faialF-affair, which] 


will acquaint you with” in my next, and am, ; 

boy's e n | lia ere: Str&tLs, * 
tio gu us Qt an C3) c 

t In r Ta r! 


a LETTER CCKxIR. T6 Lady ribs!” 
ſ1 O ei toda 
5 DAS ut $t. James! rd Deg. 29, 1716, 
RS. SECRETARY = writes mg word you 
J bave a curiofity to know What buſtle. it 
len you heard of at the playhouſe. It was 
cafioned by a gentleman's coming in ven 
— 2 riding habit; and the ſentry enquir- les 
ing of him where he was going, as he offered to 
pals into a box, he told him, if he oppoſed his 
paſſage he would ſhoot him through the head, 
The ſoldier was the more alarmed at him, and 
p-rfaſted to deny him entrance; at which the 


the neck. He was ſeized; and ſevetal piſtols 
found about him, and proves one Mr. Freeman, 
a madman. The houſe was in a very great up. 
roar, crying out The Prince who only appeared 


1 long 
» Mrs, Bevans. See Letter CCXXVI. 


Drury-lane theatre on the 6th of December, 1716, when the 
Prince 
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1 long to be gone from hence. The chil- 

Iren are all well. I am, dear Prue, ever thine, 
| Rick. STEELE. 

Your man Sam owes me three-pence, which | 

aſt be deducted in the account between you 

znd me; therefore, pray take care to get it in, 

Ir ſtop it *,. 


— ——ñ——ß. 
LETTER CCXXX. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PRUE, St. James's-ſtreet, Dec. 22, 1716. 
HIS wiſhes you an agreeable Chriſtmas. 
I have taken ſuch care, as to be as eaſy on 
he road + as travelling about this town. I am, 
dear True, with the ſincereſt paſſion, ever yours, 
Rich. SrEELE. 


LETTER CCXXXI. To Lady STEELE. - 


Dear PRUE, Chriſtmas- day. 
WENT the other day to ſee Betty at Chel- 
ſea, who repreſented to me, in her pretty 


ls 
", race of Wales was preſent at the tragedy of Tamerlane, A 
p- articular account of the whole tranſaction, of which Steele has 


9 5 given his Lady a good abſtract, is in the Political State,“ 
ol, XII. p. 347. Mr. Freeman was a gentleman of Surrey, 
nd had for ſeveral years been troubled with fits of lunacy. 

g hough the ſoldier's wounds did not prove mortal, Mi. Free- 
an was committed to Newgate, on the additional charge of 
aring killed a man in the country two days before. 

* A ſneer at Lady Steele's exceſſive attention to money, See 

the Netter C xxx I. and Letter CCXIII. and note. 

ce f In his journey to Scotland. 


K language, 
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language, that ſhe ſeemed helpleſs and friend. 
leſs, without any body's taking notice of her x 
Chriſtmas, when all the children but ſhe and 
two more were with their relations.“ I have in. 
vited her to dinner to-day, with one of the 
teachers, and 'they are here now in the room; 
Betty and Moll very noiſy and pleaſed together, 
Beſs goes back again, as ſoon as ſhe has dined, to 
Cheltea. I have ſtayed in, to get a very advan. 
tageous affair diſpatched ; for, I affure you, [ 
love money at preſent as well as your Ladyſhip, 
and am entirely yours, R1CcH. STEELE, 
I told Betty 1 had writ to you; and ſhe made 
me open the letter again, and give her humble 
duty to her mother, and defire to know when 
| the ſhall have the honour to ſee her in town, 
She gives her love to Mrs. Beyans and all he 
couſins. | | 


| 


LETTER CCXXXII. To Lady STEELE. 
Dear Prue, St. James's-ſtreet, Dec. 28, 1716. 
T is matter of gain, not matter of gallantry, 
keeps me here thus long. I hope, within: 
poſt or two, to give an account of a thing thi 
will bring us a great ſum of money *. 
All my endeavours and thoughts tend only tt 
extricate my condition, and have no debt bu 
* A contrivitnes of a machine for bringing fiſh to Londen 


of which a more particular account is given in the ſequel of 
publication, See Letter CCXXXIV, &c. 6 
t 


[ 
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that to a good wife and a few dear innocents, 
lm. dear Prue, eternally thine, R. SrEkELE. 
The King leaves Hanover the 4th of Janu- 
| ary, our ſtyle, f 
E 25 SEAS: : 
—— 
„ LETTER CCXXXIII. I Lady STEELE; 


Drank, DEAR PRUE, Jan. 1, 1716-17. 

| St. James's-ſtreet, 
WISH you from my ſoul an happy new 
year, and many, very different from what we 
have hitherto had. In order thereunto, I have 
have taken a reſolution, which, by the bleſſing 
of God; I will ſtedfaſtiy keep, to make my chil- 
dren partners with me in all my future gain, in 
the manner I have before deſcribed to you. That 
you may be convinced of this happy change, 
jou ſhall be yourſelf the keeper of what 1 lay up 
for them by quarterly portions from this day. I 
am, with the tendereſt affection, your faithful 
116MWbuſband, and moſt humble ſervant, R. STEELE, 
in Your children are all very well. 


LETTER CCXXXIV; To Lady Sree. 

ly 9 Dzan Prue, Jan. 3, 1716-17, 
Thurſday, St. James's-ſtreet. 

HAVE the pleaſure to acquaint you that 

Gillmore's work * is juſt finiſhed ; and that 


\ndo0 


of l 
th 


* Sce Letter CCXXXII. 
K 2 there 
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there are ſome little matters beſides, which will 


forthwith highly conduce to the good of you 


and your little ones. The Courtiers are in 2 
very great hurry, which cannot be compoſed 
till the King comes *. The order for the pay of 
our commiſſion lies before the Treaſury ; when 
that is figned, I ſhall leave the town, though but 
to go and come from Scotland. Ever yours, 
Rich. STEELE, 
You may be ſure I mean to return by way of 
Carmarthen. 


—— — —  — 
LETTER CCXXXV. To Lady STzzLe. 


DAR PrvE, St. James's-ſtreet, Jan. 4, 1716-1). 
HAVE receiyed your long letter, for which 

I thank you, and will punctually obſerve the 
directions. I have anſwered concerning my 
coufin Griffith to Mr. Madocks, becauſe you, 
being unacquainted with the methods of the 
Univerfity, would not have comprehended what 
I mean. You will find Jonathan provided for 
in a ſhort time, Every tittle ſhall be obſerved 
as you directed. I am your moſt obedient and 
affectionate huſband, R1cn. STEELE. 
You are utterly miſtaken in your ſuſpicion of 
my having borrowed of my coufin ; there is in- 
| deed no ſuch thing directly or indirectly. 


Who was then at Hanover. 


LETTE) 


| 
I 
1 


/ 
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LETTER CCXXXVI. To Lady Srzzlz. 


DAR PruE, Jan, 8, 1716-15. 

ORGIVE me that I can ſay no more now 
than juſt to tell you we are well, and am, 

with all truth, your faithful, Dick STEELE. 


To Lavy STEELE, 


LETTER CCXXXVII. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PrvE, ,St. James's-ſtreet, Jan. 10, 1716-15. 
HAVE ſome matters of profit now on the 
anvil, which I cannot be able to explain till 
Tueſday's poſt, at which time you ſhall have a 
full account; but, between that and this, little 
more than to tell you I am alive, and while ſo 
inviolably thine, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CCXXXVIII. To Lady STEELE, 


Dear Prue, Jan. 12, 1716-17. 
1 HAVE yours of laſt poſt without a date, 
and ſhall, in every particular, govern myſelf 
as you direct. You know you are next week to 
have particulars concerning all the preſent views 
of, Madam, your moſt affectionate huſband, and 
moſt devoted humble ſervant, Rica. STEELE. 
Our little people are very lively and well. 


K 3 LETTER 
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LETTER CCxxxIX. To Lady STEELE, di 


Dran Pave, | Jan, 19, 1716-15. 
I HAVE yours on a leaf of the widow's. if , 
you knew how deeply it touches me, you 
would not write in ſuch a ſcornful and unkind ct 
ſtyle to, Madam, your moſt affectionate, obedi. p 


"ent huſband, Rien: reals, il, 
— m 

LETTER CCXL. To Lady STEELE, l 

- Dean Pur, St. James's, Jan. 19, 1716-17, Ne. 


HAVE. prepared the letter for Morgan Wl wv 
Davies, &c. but they are at home, and Iam I y 
at court, and cannot go to my own houſe till I ol 
too late for the poſt. You ſhall have all your n 
commands ſpoken to next poſt, The King MW * 
came hither about five o'clock. I am, dear Mn 


Prue, eternally yours, Rich. STEELE, 
© . W 
LETTER CCXLI. To Lady STztLE. If 
4 157 EAI a 
Near Pave, [ undated.] m 


HAVE yours, and, if I have ever offend- W ti 
ed you, am heartily ſorry for it, and beg 
your pardon. As to the next circumſtance, the 
world is all alike every where; and I know no 
occaſion for expecting great friendſhi p- and diſ- 
intereſted 
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Intereſt conduct ; but maintain a diſcreet and 
diſtant correſpondence, at the ſame time always 
ready to do what good one can to relations, 
without thinking of what return they will make. 
| do, as you adviſe, court and converſe with 
men able and willing to ſerve me. But, after 
this, you grow very pleaſant, and talk of 8001, 
Pleaſe to ſhew me in your next how you make 
out fuch a demand upon me, and you ſhall have 
my ſerious anſwer to it. Your words are, “the 
« full 8col. you owe me.” You adviſe me to 
take care of my ſoul: I do not know what you 
can think of yours, when you have and do 
with hold from me your body. I obſerye what 
you ſay of couſin Alexander, and ſhall be glad 
of his correſpondence. I have not yet had any 
money as a commiſhoner ; but ſhall next week, 
and then will pay Betty's ſchooling, &c. Your 
moſt obedient, humble huſband and ſervant, 
| Rica. STEELE, 
I incloſe to you a letter from Morgan Davies, 
with my anſwer on the back. I believe you 
had better conceal that. I ſend you his letter ; 
you may be ſure he ſhall have no conſent af 
mine ſeparate from yours, for you rule me en» 
tirely. 


K 4 LETTER 
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LETTER CCXLII. To Lady STEELx, 


Dax Pave, Feb. 5, 1716-1, 


WRITE without having any thing new to 
ſay. I am going to be very eaſy, God be 
thanked, in my affairs ; to throw off all hangers. 
on, put my debts in a regular way of payment, 
which | cahnot immediately diſcharge ; and try 
to behave myſelf with rhe utmoſt circumſpec. 
tion and prudence in all the duties of life, eſpe. 
cially of being, dear Prue, your -moſt obliged 

huſband, and obedient humble ſervant, 
Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER CcxLIII. To Lady STEzLE. 


Dax PRur, Feb. 9, 1716-1. 
SHALL obſerve your directions concerning 
Dick Philips; but it gives me great indig- 

nation to obſerve that you are forced to go 10 
law for the balance of your accompt. hope 
you take care of your health, andAet nothing 


diſcompoſe you, that, when we meet, we may 
have healthy bodies and eaſy minds, and enjoy 


the comforts of life with tranquillity. I am 
ever yours, R1CH, STEELE» 


LETTER 


* 


©. AM 
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LETTER CCXLIV. To the Lady SrEELE, at 
Carmarthen, South Wales. Frank, Richard Steele, 


Dear PrvuE, Feb. 16, 1716-17. 
OBER or not, I am ever yours, 
Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CCXLV. To Lady STzzLz. 


Dear Prue, Feb. 23, 1716-17. 
HAVE not any thing particular to ſay to- 
night, but that I am informed there will be, 

within a few days, further changes at court. 
Your children are all very well, I wait with 
great impatience for the receipt of my money, 
There is forfeited money in town, but it is not 
yet in the Exchequer, I am, dear Prue, ever 
yours, Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCXLVI. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PROURE, Feb. 28, 1716-17, 


AM very well pleaſed with the behaviour 
of David“ at Oxford, who has rendered him- 
ſelf very agreeable to all the Whig world, on a2 
very proper occation, at Oxon. He ſpoke con- 
temptibly of the Pretender in a public ſpeech, 
and the Proctor thought fit to reprove him 


David Scurlock, probably, a ſon of Lady Steele's uncle. 
thereupon, 


3 
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thereupon. The Biſhop of Bangor * takes oc, 
cafion to Eſpouſe him in this juncture. 

Your daughter Moll is noiſy, Betty very 
grave, and Eugene very ſtrong and luſty. We 
are not yet paid a farthing; ; when we are, ] ſhall 
ſend you down a receipt for Betty's ſchooling, 
Ever yours, | Rica. SrEELE. 


LETTER CCXLVII. To Lady STztrz. 


DEAR PRUE, March 2, 1716-17. 
USUALLY write to you the firſt thing [ 
do on a poſt-day ; but to-day conipany came 

in, and made me neglect it. Afterwards I was 
called abroad; then came home, and Budgell i, 
Benſon, and Fullery, came in u pon me to dinner, Wm) 
The two laſt ſtayed till the evening; and Fuller Wo 
carried me with him to the play, from whence ni 
I am now returned home. Your friend Keck || {Wan 
was the fineſt, gayeſt figure there, and Captain po 
Ferrers gallantly attending behind her. All Mike 
your family is well, Good-night. I am, dear Wt 


Prue, ever thine, Rick. STEELE. {M0 
Mi 

® Biſhop Hoadly. + Euſtace Budgell. th 
| William Benſon, eſq. Auditor of the Impreſt. T 
See p 121, note. 


[| This lady afterwards proved herſelf an excellent friend to W 


ene of Steele's daughters, as appears from ſame ſubſequzat Wh 
Letters. 


LETTER Wil 
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Y LETTER CXLVIII. To Lady SrERLE. 


ery My DEAREST FRUE, and BELOVED WIFE, &c. 
1 [undated.] 
a HAVE yours of the 7th inſtant, which turns 
wholly upon my taking care of my health, 
nd advice to forbear embarking too deeply in 
public matters, which you enforce by remind- 
ug me of the ingratitude I have met with. I 
have as quick ſenſe of the ill-treatment I have 
received as is confiſtent with keeping up my 
own ſpirit and good- humour. Wheneyer I am 
z malcontent, I will take care not to; be a 
xloomy one, but hope to keep ſome ſtings of 
vas Wit and humour in my own defence. I am 
+, Milking to my wife, and therefore may ſpeak 
er, Iny heart and the vanity of it. I know, and 
ler Nou are witneſs, that I have ſerved the Royal Fa- 
ce ¶ nily with an unreſervedneſs due only to Heaven, 
ga I am now (I thank my brother Whigs) not 
in Mpofſefſed of twenty ſhillings from the favour of 
ute Court. The Playhouſe it had been barbarity 
ar Ito deny at the players' requeſt, and therefore I 
Joo not allow it a favour. But I baniſh the very 
memory of ' theſe things, nor will I expect any 
ting but what I muſt ſtrike out of myſelf, By 
Tueſday's paſt I think I ſhall be able to gueſs 
Myhen I ſhall leave the town, and turn all my 
jm lnoughts to finiſh my comedy“. You will find 


* If this was his “ Conſcious Lovers,“ it remained unfiniſhed 


I have 


lll 1721, 
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I have got ſo much conſtancy and fortitude as 
live my own way (within the rules of good 
breeding and decency) where-ever I am; for] 
will not ſacrifice your huſband, and the fathe 
of the poor babes, to any one's humour in the 
world. But to provide for, and do you good, 
is all my ambition. 

1 have a liſt of 21 leaſes for the ſetting ou 
1991. 8s. per annum. I have not yet heard d 


- Mr. Philips. I am, dear Prue, ever yours, 


Rick. STEEL, 


LETTER CCXLIX. To Lady SrEEILE. 


DAR Prve, Hampton-court, March 16, 1716-1 85 
F you have written any thing to me which! 
ſhould have received laſt night, I beg your 
pardon that 1 cannot anſwer till the next pol. 
The Houſe of Commons wilt be very buſy the 
next week; and I had many things, public and 
private, for which | wanted four-and twenty 
hours retirement, and therefore came to viſt 
your ſon, | came out of town yeſterday, being 
Friday, and ſhall return to-morrow. Your on, 
at the preſent writing, is mighty well employed, 
in tumbling on the floor of the room, and ſweep: 
ing the ſand with a feather. He grows a mol 
delightful child, and very full of play and ſpin 
He is allo a very great ſcholar ; he can read his 
Primer; 
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dimer; and I have brought down my Virgil. 
e makes moſt ſhrewd remarks upon the pic- 


res. We are very intimate friends and play- 
glows. He begins to be very ragged; and I 
hope T ſhall be pardoned if I equip him with 
pew cloaths and frocks, or what Mrs. Evans 
and I ſhall think for his ſervice. I am, dear 
Prue, ever yours, RIcg. STEELE. 


LETTER CCL. To Lady STEELE. 


© WH Dean Pxux, March 19, 1716-17. 
R. RICHARD PHILIPS was with me 
M this morning, and I ſigned the leaſes to 
which I faw your hand. This day has been a 
, Weccat affair in the Houſe of Commons. Mr. 
1 jy Yalpole, in very clear and excellent terms, laid 
before us the ſtate of the debt of the nation, and 
propoſed a way, by lowering the intereſt given 
to the creditors of the kingdom, and other me- 
wee 20ds, to caſe our circumſtances, I happened 
to be the only man in the Houſe who ſpoke 
WF *gainſt it“, becauſe I did not think the way of 
doing it juſt. I believe the ſcheme will take 
place ; and, if it does, Walpole muſt be a very 
; WW great man. | 
lam very well pleaſed with the proſpe& from 
Mr. Gillmore's deſign; and, from the integrity 
cf my intentions in all my actions, in great tran» 


This is confirmed by the account of the debate in the“ Po- 
ical State“ for March 1716-17. 


quillity 


7 * nn a. * 28 * 
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quillity of mind. I contract my fails every da vi 


and, when I receive my money, ſhall be in * ſq 
a way as will ſhew that you and my little ons p 
are all my fincere delight. I am, dear Prue, Wl ſe 
ever yours, Rich. STEELE; 


— — — 


LETTER CCLI. To Lady Steve. \ 


Feb. 25, 1716-17; 
HIS goes to dear Prue, to comfort her i 
her abſence from her huſband. If ſhe 
thinks the diſtance as painful as he does, hear. 
ing from him muſt be a great ſatisfaQtion, | 
am ſure, as ſoon as I have made my affairs ſo 
eaſy as that we can be together without being 
interrupted with worldly care, I ſhall put an end 
to the diſtance between us. I every day dd 
ſomething towards this, and next week ſhall pay 
off Madam Dawſon. You ſhall have, within 
few days, a ſtate of my circumſtances, the pro 
ſpe& of bettering them, and the progreſs | 
have already made in this neceſſary work. The 
children do comie on ſo well, that it would make 
even me covetous, to put them in a condition 
equal to the good genius, 1 bleſs God, they 
ſeem to be of. Moll is the noiſieſt little crea: 
ture in the world, and as active as a boy, Ma- 
dam Betty is the graveſt of mattfons in her airs 
and civilities. Eugene, a moſt beautiful and 
luſty child, The parliament goes on but 
N coldly; 


. otQ 
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coldly 3 but I hope there is a warmer ſpirit will 
ſoon appear in the ſervice of this nation, which, 
poſſeſſed of the moſt ſolid bleſſings, ſacrifices it- 
ſelf to trifles. Yours ever, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCLII. To Lady STzzLz. 


Dear PRuUE, ; [undated.] 

OURS of the 18th lies before me; and I 

am convinced that generous in my car- 

tiage ſhould rather be, what you call it, thought- 
leſs. As for the company I am to meet with, I 
ſhall maintain a general complaiſance, and think 
the fincerity of ſpeaking all one thinks a great 
iaſult and injury towards the reſt of the world. 
l aſſure you, we will have no quarrels on that 
ſcore ; for, as I owe every body civility, fo I 
owe you to go on your own way ; nor will I de- 
bate with you on theſe ſubjects, but proceed in 
my own way. To ſhew you that I am grown a 
very hard-hearted fellow, and fit for this warld, 
Mrs. Long“ has been arreſted, and I have, upon 
her application, refuſed to concern myſelf in her 
affairs. It was, I think, a little confident in her 
to aſk it of me; and, in ſuch caſes, I think I 
may be as bold to deny unreaſonable things, as 
they are to aſk them. The Lords of the Trea- 
ſury have ordered us ſome money, and I ſhall 
lt might have been ſuppoſed that this was the celebrated 
beauty recorded among the Kit-cat toaſts, who retired from the 
world on account of pecuniary diſtreſs; but it appears from the 


Supplement to Swift,“ that ſhe died at Lyun, Dec. 21, 1711. 
huſband 
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huſband it to the beſt advantage, to keep aboye 
this ill-natured world; but it is a terrible cit. 

curmſtance to have one's money due to others be. 

fore it comes into one's own hands. 
Dick Philips has been here to-day ; and, after 
- we had dined, I executed the leaſes. I an 
highly pleaſed and ſatisfied with your conduct, 
and think you come up to the deſcription in the 
Proverbs * of the good woman, of whom it is ſaid, 
that her huſband ſhall be honoured from her Hu 
character. I do aſſure you, I am not aſhamed | 
to tell you, that I ſubmit my conduct to the 
imitation of yours, and ſhall take you with me 
in all matters of concern. You are to knoy, 
that I have been caſting about how to turn a WT} 
kind inclination towards me at preſent into what 
is ſolid. There is an eſtate forfeited to the 
King, of 1091. a year, by one who died for mur. 
der. It is a thing I have come to the knoy- 
ledge of by-the-bye ; and believe I ſhall have a 
grant of it, to help me out of the inconvenien- 
cies my zeal brought upon me, and I have not 
yet recovered, One does not know what fate 
any letter may meet with ; therefore I can never 
find in my heart to commit ſecrets to paper. 
But take it for granted, I ſhall hereafter ſhew 
very little romance in the temper and conduct 
of, dear Prue, your moſt affectionate huſband, 
and moſt obedient ſervant, Rich. STEELE 


* Chap. xxi. 23. 
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LETTER CCLIII. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PRux, | [undated,] 


HAVE yours, wherein you mention Fuller, 
and the account you have that he ſhewed an 
inſolent joy at his wife's death. I do not ſet up 
so excuſe his conduct towards his wife, but ſhall 
Nuxe care of mine towards my own, 

You tell me you want a little flattery from 
me. I aſſure you I know no one who deſerves ſo 
much commendation as yourſelf, and to whom ſay- 
ing the beſt things would be ſo little like flattery. 
The thing ſpeaks itſelf, confidering you as a 
very handſome woman that loves retirement, 
one who does not want wit, and yet is extremely 
fincere ; and ſo I could go through all the vices 
which attend the good qualities of other people, 
of which you are exempt. But, indeed, though 
you have every perfection, you have one extra- 
een fault, which almoſt fruſtrates the good 
in you to me, and that is, that you do not love 
to dreſs, to appear, to ſhine out, even at my re- 
queſt, and to make me proud of you, or rather 


; to indulge the pride I have that you are mine. 
, This is all I wiſh changed in you, which I hope 
A you will bring about, and condeſcend to be, 


bat nature made you, the moſt beauteous and 
_ agreeable of your ſex, at the inſtance of, 
L dear 
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dear Prue, your moſt affectionate, obſequious 


huſband, Rick. STEELE, 


A quarter of Molly s ſchooling is paid. 
The children are perfectly well. 


* 


— — — 


LETTER CCLIV. | To Lady Stet. 


DAR PrvUE, March 23, 1716-1). 
WRITE by your order, though have no- 
thing new. My money is not yet come to 

hand; and I am very impatient for it, becauſe | 
would ſhew you, as ſoon as it is in my power, a 
reformation in the management of expence. | 
am, dear Prue, your moſt obedient, obliged hu. 
band, N Rich. STEELE, 


— — — 
LETTER CCLV. To Lady STEELE. 


My DEAREST PRUE, March 26, 1717. 
HAVE received yours, wherein you giv 
me the ſenſible affliction of letting me knoy 

of the continual pain in your head. I could not 
meet with neceſſary advice; but, according to 
the deſcription you give me, I am confident 
waſhing your head in cold water will cure you; 
I mean, having water poured on your head, and 
rubbed with an hand, from the crown of your 
head to the nape of your neck, When I lay in 
your 
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your place, and on your pillow, I affure you, I 
fell into tears laſt night, to think that my charm- 
ing little inſolent might be then awake and in 
pain, and took it to be a fin to go to ſleep. 

For this tender paſſion towards you, I muft 
be contented that your Prueſhip will condeſcend 
to call yourſelf my well-wiſher, TI am going 
abroad, and write before I go out, leſt accidents 
ſhould happen to prevent my writing at all. If 
| can meet with further advice for you, I will 
ſend it in a letter to Alexander. I am, dear 
Prue, ever thine, Rick. STERLE, 


a. 
LETTER CCLVI. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PrvuE, March 30, 1717. 

HE omiſſion of laſt poſt was occaſioned by 
my attendance on the Duke of Newcaſtle, 
who was in the chair at the Kit-cat:. Be fo 
good as to forgive me. We have not yet one 
ſhilling from the commiſhon, though 7501. is 
become due, nor indeed know we when to ex- 
pect it. I hope, however, within few days to 
take up as much money as will pay off all hang- 
ers: on, and to have no more for the future. I 
pant for leiſure and tranquillity, which I hope 
to enjoy when we meet again. I am, dear Prue, 
your.;moſt obedient, affectionate, faithful huſ- 
band, 6 R1CH. STEELE. 


L2 LETTER 
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LETTER CCLVIL. To Lady dart 


Dax Pau April 2, 171) 
AM juſt come from a parliamentary club; 
and can only ſay all your family is wel 
eſpecially he who is ever yours, R. STEEL 


LETTER CCLVIII. To Lady STEELE. 


DAR PRUE, April , 171), 
WRITE, according to your advice, befon 

I go out in the morning ; and indeed th 
Houſe of Commons fit ſo late, that what wit 


that, and being carried off to dinner, one iff 


apt to run into the expence of the whole daj 
without having an hour to ſend to one's bel 
friend. I gave Mrs. Evans the part of you 


letter, but there is no occaſion for that caution fi 


the child in her eyes, and every where elſe, is i 
perfect good health. God be thanked, the re 
are in the ſame condition ; and we want nothing 
here but the receipt of money. I dined yeſter 
day in Chancery-lane, and, after dinner, vifite 
Mr. Keck, who is very well, and much you 
Ladyſhip's ſervant. Keep vp your ſpirit, an- 


let us live like a man and woman that love whe 
we next meet. I embrace you, and am you 
moſt affectionate, and moſt obliged, humble ſer 
vant, Rick. STEELE. 

| LETTEI 


4 
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LETTER CCLIX. To the Lady STEELE, at 
Carmarthen, South Wales, Frank, "Richard Steele. 


"Dear PRux, [ undated. } 
AM, as you obſerve, till in town, and have 
your rallying letter“. The claims of the fair 
ſex are, you ſay, unaccountable. It is well for 
you they are; for, I aſſure you, I think you 
both the faireſt and the beſt of women. 

I have been much at home and alone fince we 
parted. I am come to a reſolution of making 


ſtantly lay up ſomething out of all receipts of 
money for each of them, in a box bearing the 
name of the little one to whom it belongs. Betty 
grows tall, and has the beſt air I ever ſaw in any 
creature of her age. I am going to dine with 
We the Speaker. Things at Court ſeem to be in a 
very uncertain way. I am, dear Prue, eternally 
yours, RICH. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLX. To Lady STErL. 


Dear PRUE, April 10, 17179. 
T is now Wedneſday, and, meeting with 
your letter, I write now, leſt I ſhauld not 
have leiſure to- morrow, when our board are to 


lay I am reported a Tory. You know I have 


# See Lett. CCXXX11, p. 130; and Lett. COXXX11]. p. 131. 
L 3 always 


my three children my partners, and will con- 


* 
-. N = 4 1 
— 5 a. » *. — » 7 hk * hy 7 © » = % * 
- _ — * 8 >» % = 9 * * * 8 _ * 
= ” 12 * . P 4 of TEL» . 2 * 8 22 = 
SAL. - , + % < þ * 4 l — „ : * r ws = = 
F . o o # — d 5 = 
N 2 4 o 
=_— \ Cy 1 - - \ * n 4 = _— - 4 "Y ry * —_ 
mes wo = ron: 1 


meet very early. Now, as to your letter. You ' 


- 


1 
% 


& 
be 


' . — * 3 
1 E » SP 
— — 8 8 
— — 
— i 


8 — — 
we 


> en 
* 


150 $TEELE'S LET/TERS 


always an unfaſhionable thing, called confelend 
in all matters of judicature or juſtice, Then 
happened, a little while ago, a petition to he 
brought into the Houſe of Commons from the 
Roman-catholics, praying: relief as to point df 
time, and the meaning of certain clauſes which 
affected them. When there was a queſtion juſt 
ready to be put upon this, as whether it ſhould 
be rejected or not, I ſtood up, and 1 to this 
urpoſe: 
5 Mr. Speaker. 

6 cannat but be of opinion, chat to put ſe. 
*« yerities upon men merely on account of reli. 
gion is a moſt grievous and unwarrantable pro- 
5 geeding. But, indeed, the Raman-catholic 
& hold tenets which are inconſiſtent with the be- 
c ing and ſafety of a Proteſtant people; for this 
« reaſon we are juſtified in laying upon them 
© the penalties which the parliament has from 
& time to time thought fit to inflict : but, Sir, 
cc Jet us not purſue Roman-catholics with the 
& ſpirit of Roman-catholics, but act towards 
&« them with the temper of our own religion, 
&« If we do ſo, we ſhall not expect them to do 
*-any thing in lefs time than is neceſſary to do 
ce it, or to conduct themſelves by rules which 
86 they do not underſtand,” &c., 
When I had adventured to ſay this, others 
followed; and there is a bill directed for the re- 
| lick of the petitioners. 1 ſuppoſe this gave an 
handle 
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uundle to the fame of my being a Tory; but 
ou may, perhaps, by this time, have heard that 
am turned Preſbyterian ; for the ſame day, in a 
eeting of a hundred parliament men, I labour. 
d as much for the Proteſtant Diſſenters. Now 
or the news. Mr. Walpole, Mr, Methuen, 
nd Mr. I Pulteney, have reſigned their offices. 
Mr. Stanhope is to go into the Treaſury. Mr. 
\ddifon and Lord Sunderland are to be Secre- 
fies: of State. Lord Townſhend is removed 
from Lord - lieutenant of Ireland; he is to be 
ueceeded by the Duke of Bolton: and the 
Duke of Newcaſtle to be Lord-chamberlain. 
We bave got no money. I recover very faſt of 
my gouty lameneſs; and, now L am in a better 
way, I own to you ! have had a ſad time, ſcarce 
ever well of the gout ſince we parted. The 
children and all your family are well. God 
bleſs you. RicH. STEELE. 

As ſoon as I have money, I will have Pall-Mall 
ſearched for a houſe, 


LETTER CCLXI. To Lady STEELE. 


Daan PRUE, St. James's, April 13, 1717. 

E are here all well. They tell me J ſhall 
be ſomething in the new changes; but 
what I know not, nor do I care, as it may make 
L 4 me 
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me with more comfort and pleaſure your n 
— obedient ey: * ee rind, 
Ricu. Srzzu 


* 0 


LETTER ol To 0 Lady STEELE. 


DAR | q April 16, 1711, 
DINED this day with Mr. Secretary Add 
ſon, who received the n of office la 

night. 

The employment of Cuties, by the a 
which conſtitutes the commiſſion, forbids ny 
having any other office. But I am not out d 
humour, &c. I am your moſt affeCtionate, obe- 
dient huſband, Rica» STEELL 


ET TER CCLxIII. To Lady Srzzrz. 


DAR PrvE, [undated.] 
HAD a letter from Mr. Scurlock, coolly 
ſaying, you ordered him to let me knoy 

you were indiſpoſed, and could not write, 


expect more fondnefs, and that you ſay, at 
leaſt, ſome kind thing to me under your own 
band every poſt. The Lords of the Treaſury, 
when they went out of their poſt, ordered half. 
a- year's ſalary to our commiſſion; and when 
* of the managers hands, 9 1 
6 
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he eftates forfeited, we ſhall be paid ? and that, 
believe, will be about a fortnight hence. In 
he mean time, I want it ſorely, to pay off many + 
hings, and keep ſomething by me, if ever I can 
ring myſelf to that ceconomy. 
You have the kindeſt of huſbands, 
Rick. STEELE. 
I am very lame, but in good health otherwiſe. 


LL 


LETTER CCLXIV. To Lady STzzLz. 


Dax PRux, April 19, 1717. 
OUR family and children are in good 
health, We have half-a-year's ſalary or- 
dered to our commiſſion, which will be paid as 
ſoon as our country receivers can remit it out 
of Lancaſhire; which is all that at preſent oc- 
curs to, Madam, your moſt obſequious, faithful 
buſband, Rick. STEELE». 


LETTER CCLXV. To Lady STEELE. 


My DEAR PRUE, April 22, 1717. 

t HAVE yours, which is full of good ſenſe, 
n and ſhews in you a true greatneſs of mind. 
but at the ſame time that, according to your 
dice, I ſhun all engagements which may en- 
bare my integrity, I am to ſeek all occafions of 
profit that are confiſtent with it. Little Molly, 

| who 
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who'is in the houſe with me, is a conſtant dun tg 
get money; for it gives my imagination the ſe. 
vereſt wound when I confider that the, or any of 
my dear innocents, with nothing but their mere 
innocence to plead for them, ſhould be expoſed 
to that world, which would not fo much as rc. 
pair the loſſes and ſufferings of their poor fa. 
ther, after all his zeal and ſupererogatory ſer. 
vice. You ſay well,“ it will be well for them to 
4 have it to ſay their father kept his integrity; 
© but if they ſay, at the ſame inſtant, he left us 
* competent eftates, it will be ſo far from lefl. 
ce eping, that it will advance his character.” 
But 1 ſhall not ſpend much time to convince 
you that it is a good thing to get money, but 
ſolemnly promiſe you I will no more omit any 
fair opportunity of doing i it. 

You writ to me ſome time ago to order you 
news- paper; I have done fo, and the letter from 
the Secretary's office alſo will come every poſt 
to you. 

The ſcene of bufineſs will be very warm at 
the next ſeſſion; but my leſſon is ſo ſhort (that 
of following my conſcience), that | ſhall go 
through the ſtorm without loſing a wink of 
ſleep. I have told you, in a former letter, that 
ever fince you went I have been almoſt as great 
a cripple as your dear mother was; and indeed 
I recover mighty flowly. I take your advice of 
temperance, and am, with' my whole heart, 


yours for ever, Rich. STEELE. 
7 . 
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Mr. Gillmore's affair is quite finiſhed with 
eat ſucceſs, inſomuch that Sir Iſaac Newton 
« defirous the machine may ſtand at his houſe, 
nd. be carried from thence to the parliament, 
genſon, Gillmore, and I, meet to-morrow, to 
oncert all matters relating to it againſt the 
ouſe of Commons meet _ which is on 
he bth of May. 


* 
* 


LETTER CCLXVI. To Lady STEELE, 


Dzar PROUE, [ undated. ] 
HAVE yours, with your advice againſt 
temptation, &c. All I can aver is, that I 

have learned a language, and written a book, to 

eep me out of vanities “. All ſhall be done as 

Faſt as I can. You have here incloſed what you 

directed I ſhould ſend for Morgan Davies. 


4 WH Thus far I writ on Saturday laſt ; but went to 
f Mrs. Clayton's , and, with ſome people there, 


went to Court, and was detained ſo as not to be 
able to get away to diſpatch my letter to you, 
for which I beg your pardon. If I do not do 
my buſineſs juſt now, I muſt be contented to go 
on in the beaten dull road, and aim no more at 
lively ſtrokes. 

Oh, Prue, you are very unkind in writing in 


* STEELE aſſigns this, among other reaſons, for the publica- 
tion of his little book, intituled, The Chriſtian Hero.“ 

+ Afterwards Lady Sundon, bed-chamber woman and friend 
of Queen Caroline. In the Life of Biſhop Hoadly, prefixed to 
- Works, are many letters from th. t worthy Prelate to Mrs. 

ayton, 


2 = 
»% — ** 
»# 4 " 


» —- 
* 


"= 


4 


* 
2 
6 

2 
mw 


Sx 
* 7 
— 


5 1 ' * * 0 cx 
1 * = ** 4 
= — 4 3 4272 2% 2 W. . 
55 . W. 


r 


16 STEELES LETTERS 
ſo cool a ſtrain to the warmeſt," tendereſt be 
that ever woman commanded. I am, 4 
Prue, your moſt obedient huſband, and m 
humble ſervant, Rick. Srzgu 

I have directed the cream of tartar Tok 
« Alexander Scurlock.“ 


LETTER CCLXVII. To Lady SrEETLꝭ. 


Dear PRUE, Wedneſday, April 24, 111; 
HAVE a letter from your ſecretary *, i 
timating you were going to ſee the entry 
the judges, and could not write yourſelf, | 

would not uſe fo harſh a phraſe as expeZ, thou 

I have formerly taken the liberty of that wal 

when it concerned a Queen 4; but I beſet 

you, when you have health, to employ your om 


fair hand to, Madam, your moſt obliged H 
affeCtionate huſband, Rica. STEEL: Wing 


LETTER COLXVIII. To Lady STzzr. Ne 


Dear Prve, April 26, 171} 
AM much obliged to you for ſo long a le- 
ter in your own hand-writing. I am glu 
you are any way got out of Davies's clutches; 
there is no poflibility of eſcaping out of ſuct 


Either Mrs. Bevans, or Mr, nn Scurlock. 
T Ia his «& Criſs,” 


claws 


1 
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aus without loſs of ſome blood. I am trying 
out of huckfters* hands here alſo. 
It is not poſhble to deſcribe to you the per- 
exities into which the buſineſs of this nation 
plunged ; and it is a melancholy reflection, 
at one has no comfort in confidering the af- 
irs of this diſtreſſed people, but as ill-uſage 
d a general corruption abate one's concern 
or the publick. Yours ever, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLXIX. To Lady STEzLE. 


Dear PRUE, April 30, 1717. 
OURS, without date, lies before me. I 

am ſorry you give yourſelf any inquietude 
bout the frivolous little humours of others. 
here is a plain affable way of acting, without 
ngaging one's ſelf with much concern, which 
ou underſtand well enough it you pleaſe. I take 
ir Thomas Stepney *® to be a fair, worthy gen- 
leman, and in the intereſt of his country. That 
bis may find you in eaſe and tranquillity, is the 
jearty prayer of your affectionate huſband, and 
noſt humble ſervant, Rick. STEELE. | 


xr the county of Carmarthen, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCLXX. To Lady STzzL:, 


DAR PrvE, [May 1, 17 
OU never date your letters, which vey 
much perplexes me. To avoid the ſame 
fault, I tell you that I have juſt received your 
on Wedneſday evening, May the 1ſt, and, ft 
down to anſwer now I am alone and at leifure, 
I] am heartily concerned for your eyes. I hay 
often told you, I believe you have uſed enchant 
ments to enſlave me; for an expreſſion in your 
of good Dick has put me in ſo much raptur, 
that I could forget my preſent moſt miſcrable 
lameneſs, and walk down to you. I have at thi 
time intereſt enough to do what you aſk for 
Sandy ; but I do not aſk Mr. Secretary Addiſon 
any thing. Gillmore dined with me to-day, 
when Benſon was expected, but did not come, 
to our great uneaſineſs; for we were to have 
taken meaſures to bring the matter into parlis 
ment, and concerted every thing elſe relating to 
the machine, which is a moſt prodigious work, 
| My Lord Cadogan, who is now in the firl 
degree of favour, ſat with me here the other 
night above an hour. I ſhould, by his great 
frankneſs and generoſity of mind, be rightly re- 
commended and repreſented, but my decrepid 
condition ſpoils all. The money is not yet 
come to hand, which makes me very unealy, 
and 


e 


8 


and out of patience. I think the affair which 
Sandy aſks for, is to be ſurveyor of glaſs win- 
dows for Carmarthen, and an adjacent county. 
[ had not intereſt in the Treaſury till this new 
commiſſion * was conſtituted, but think there is 
not one in it that would not be ready to do me a 
little favour. My dear little, peeviſh, beautiful, 
wiſe governeſs, God bleſs you. Ricn. STEELE. 

do not write news to you, becauſe I have 
ordered the letter from the Secretary's office to 
be ſent to you conſtantly. 


Thurſday, Three in the Afternoon, May 2, 1717. 

I had a very painful night laſt night, but, af- 
ter a little chocolate an hour or two ago, and a 
chicken for dinner, am much more at eaſe, 
Your ſervant, R. STEELE. 


EIT —— 


LETTER CCLXXI. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PRUE, May 7, 1717. 

AM glad to hear, by a letter from your 
couſin, that you are well: but have taken 
phyfic this morning, and cannot hold down my 
head to paper; therefore hope you will excuſe 
your faithful, obliged huſband, Rica. STEELE. 


Lord Torrington; with John Wallop, __ Baillie, 
Thomas Micklethwayte, eſquires. 
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The then Lords - commiſſioners were, Viſcount ile, 4 
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LETTER CCLXXII. To Lady STzzLs, 


DAR PrUE, 25 ; [undated.] 
AM under much mortification from not 
having a letter from you yeſterday ; but 

will hope that the diſtance from the poſt, noy 
you are at Blengorſe, is the occaſion. 
l love you with the moſt ardent affection, and 
very often run over little heats that have ſome. MW? 
times happened between us with tears in my WI" 
eyes. I think no man living has ſo good, fo ju 
diſcreet a woman to his wife as myſelf; and! of 
thank you for the perſeverance in urging me MW? 
inceſſantly to have done with the herd of indi- MW?" 
gent unthankful people, who have made me 
negle& thoſe who ſhould have been my care W'® 
from the firſt principle of charity. br 

I have been very importunate for juſtice to Ne 

the endeavours I have uſed to ſerve the publick; ch 

and hope I ſhall very ſoon have ſuch reparation {MW** 
as will give me agreeable things to ſay to you 
at our meeting, which God grant to you and 
your moſt obſequious huſband, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLXXIII. To Lady STEELE. 


My dear, honoured, lovely Pur, [undated.] 
TFT YESTERDAY received two letters from 
you by the ſame poſt, and am comforted 
A from 


2 To' Lavy STEELE. 162 


from the fear of your want of health, which I 
thought occafioned the omiſſion of a letter. The 
letter wherein you ſpeak of the 1001. remitted 
to Mrs. Clark has no date, which always creates 
puzzles. I highly admire and honour you for 
your good. conduct in clearing your eſtate and 
paying your debts. Nothing on my part ſhall 
de omitted, to render you chearful in your en- 
deavours for our common good: for I defign 


to allow you to be the head-piece, and give as 


much into your power as I can, which is but 
juſtice to the good and ſkilful uſe you have made 
of the power already repoſed in you. The poor 
Spaniſh horſe is dead ; the mule I ſhall make a 
preſent of to a young gentleman who is fond of 
him. I expect a horſe fit for my own riding in 
return, I gave Mrs. Evans your letter; her 
brother-in-law is at preſent very ill, ſo that ſhe 
cannot make any reſolution. You aſk about my 
chariot. Fuller made me a preſent of a very 
good one: the old one, with ten pounds, will 
purchaſe a good chaiſe. Depend upon it, I ab- 
hor debt as much as treaſon, Ever yours, 

Rich. STEELE. 

You may be ſure I have ſaid nothing to Dick 
Philips which I ſhould not have ſaid, &c. 
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LETTER CCLXXIV. To Lady Sri 


TX DAR Pave,  Mayg, 7) 
3 HAVE intelligence from Carmarthen 
you are well at Blengorſe. Upon ſeria 
reflection, your not giving me one line your 
is ſuch a flight notice of me, that indeed I y 
not write to you hereafter but in anſwer to yay 
own hand. If Sandy tells me that “ you a 
« well ;”” I will repartee, © I am well,” to hin 
without further pains-taking. I was forced toh 
laſt night at a lodging next door to Mr. Wil 
in Covent-garden. 

The children and all your family are 
Yours ever, Ricn. Srand 


7 


LETTER CCLXXV, To Lady Ste, 


Dear PrvUE, May 11, / 
HAVE a letter from Blengorſe of the 6 
from Mr. Sandy. You might have mal 

uſe of the ſame conveyance. I cannot, nor mi 
I, bear ſuch apparent neglect of me; and, th: 
fore, if you do not write yourſelf, except jt 
are not well, I will not write to you any mot 
than by telling your ſecretary, **1 am well,” & 
Yours, Ric. STzzL1i 


LETTE 


13 s REEL x. 163 


a ET 


Dear "hy 5 May 14, 171). 
HAVE your kind letter of May 7, which 
| was a great pleaſure to me. I begin to 
hink I ſhall have my limbs very ſoon again, for 
am in an unuſual freedom in my faculties, If 
ou have buſineſs to do in the country, do it, for 
hings here are not yet in ſo good a way as 1 
ope they will be ſoon. You muſt not put me 
f with excuſes for want of paper, ſince I ſend 
you every poſt a ſheet to anſwer with, incloſed 
uch that I write to you. I am, dear Prue, ever 
ours, Rica. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLXXVII. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PRUE, May 18, 1717. 
WAS mightily pleaſed with a letter under 
your hand, for the length of which I thank 
you. I do not infiſt upon long epiſtles; but to 
ave a line is abſolutely neceſſary to keep up 
bur ſpirits to each other. I am obliged to you 
vr your inclination towards the girls, and the 
bought of taking up the mortgage. You bid 
ne write no croſs ſtuff. I aſk no unreaſonable 
n nings to keep me in good-humour. I cannot 
 Wmagine what you and your couſin can have diſ- 
1; MWgreed fo much about; but ſhe is my relation as 
Ihe is yours, I am wonderfully recovered to 
what | was, Eugene, Betty, and Molly, are in 
perfect health. Ever yours, Rich. STEELE. 


M 2 25 Mrs. 


17 


| 
| 
| 
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_ pleads poverty; and I have promiſed her, as ſo 


was due on the gol. which you have paid off, 


of paper I ſend to you ſent up to me in the next 
letter, and not ſuch ſcandalous half-ſheets. The 


will never part again till death ſeparate us. Ben. 
ſon is ſo buſy with great men that Gillmore . 


Mrs. Clark has juſt now been here. Q 
as I get money, to pay her the intereſt whig 


— —— 
LETTER CCLXXVI. To Lady Srzzit. 
Dear PRUE, | May 22, 111, 
OUR ſon is now with me very merry 
rags, which condition I am going to bet. 
ter, for he ſhall have new things immediate}, 
He is extremely pretty, and has his face ſweet 
ened with ſomething of the Venus his mother, 
which is no ſmall delight to the Vulcan who 
begot him . Ever yours, Rich. STEts, 


LETTER CCLXXIX. To Lady STEELE, 


/ 


Dear PrUE, May 22, 17117. 
HAVE yours of the 18th, and am always 
pleaſed when I ſee any thing under your 
fair hand: but, by the way, I expect the ſben 


report of exempting me from pay is falſe ; for 
five hundred pounds, for the time the commil 
& ſion was in Scotland,” is already ordered me, 
which I daily expect to receive. As for you 
ſtay ing all the winter, I long to ſee you, and we 


* See Letter CCLXXXII. p. 167. 
affat 


ür is retarded by it, I will ſay nothing about 
y coming down till I fee further about the 
uration of this ſeſſion of Parliament. I am 
yer yours, Rich. STEELE. 


jon, I ſay, the Zool. ordered me is for the time 
je commiſſion was in Scotland. 


+ This refers to one of Sir Richard's projects, alluded to in 
any of the preceding letters, for which he obtaintd a patent, 
hence he derived ultimately no advantage. The particulars of 
he publiſhed next year, under the title of © An Account of 
the Fiſh-pool, conſiſting of a Deſcription of the Veſſel fo call - 
ed, lately invented, and built for the Importation of Fiſh alive 
and in good Health from parts however diſtant ; a Proof of the 


Trade; the true Reaſons why Ships become Riff or crank in 
filing ; with other Improvements very uſeful to all Perſons 
concerned in Trade and Navigation. Likewiſe a Deſcription 
of the Carriage intended for the Conveyance of Fiſh by Land 
in the fame good Condition as in the Fiſh-pool by Sea.“ 
y Sir Richard Steele, and Mr. Joſeph Gillmore, mathemati- 
an, 1948, 8yo. Dedicated to the Hon. Sir John Ward, knt. 
vrd-emayor of London. Sir Richard's patent for this invention 
xs dated June 10, 1718. It appears from this publication, and 
om Ne XXVIII. the lat number of his *© Theatre,” that 
tele expected to have made an ample fortune by this machine: 
t, on trial, it did not anſwer his expectations; for, though by 
I" ingenious contrivance the fiſhes were ſupplied with a conti- 
ul ſtream of water in croſſing the ſea, yet, not brooking the 
ofnement, they battered themſelves againſt the ſides of the 
ſel, and were ſo much injured in their paſſage, that, when 
ought to market, they did not fetch a proper price. We learn 
owever with certainty, from a ſubſequent letter, CCLXXXIX. 
175, that STEELE's expence was not immenſe on this occa- 
m; and that the fate of his invention, though a great diſap- 
ointment, was by no means ſuch a loſs to him, as it is repre- 
ated by the writer of his life | in the Biographia Britannica, art. 
DTEELE, p. 3833, note. 


t The words marked in p. 164. by inverted LET 
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Leſt you ſhould not read well the interlinea- 


Imperfection of the Well-boat hitherto uſed in the Fiſhing \ 
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LETTER crxxx To Lady RW, 


Dran Pau, | [ undated,] 
Fs ou knew how glad I am to ſee a long 
= from you, I dare ſay, as, fantaſtically 

ſhy as you are of doing any thing that ſhould 
make your huſband think you love him, you 
would oftener afford me that pleaſure. When 
Jonathan anſwers my letters, I ſhall know what 
to do; but, if I thought quite ſo ill of him x 
the reſt of his relations do, I ſhould wholly de. 
cline the thought of ſerving him. I never had 
any thought of making an expence at Carmar. 
then but on a fairer proſpect than I ever yet ſay, 
T have had abundance of reflection fince ve 
parted ; and, in the future part of my life, you 
will find me a very reſerved man, and clear of 
all hangers-on. I find by all the care and induſ. 
try which a man uſes for others, if they are be- 

| holden to your pocket, they are only aſhamed 
they were obliged to you, and leave your inte- 
reſt. I ſhall, therefore, hereafter make my ex- 
pence upon my own way of living, and my own 
houſhold and little family. Though my wit 
gives herſelf whimſical airs of ſaying, “ if ſhes 
unworthy, yet the children” —1 ſay, though you 
talk of the children, if I will not mind you; | 
tell you they are dear to me more that they are 
youts than that they are mine, For which | 
know 


2 


7 To Lavy STEELE. 1867 
tow no reaſon, but that T am, in ſpite of your 


Ladyſhip's coyneſſes and particularities, utterly 
yours, 1 Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLXXXI. To Lady STEELE. 


Dzar PRUE, _ „May 27, 171). 

O ſhew you how little I deſerve or under- 
ſtand what you mean by Mrs. Bevans's in- 
ſoence, or Mr. Philips's wrongs to you, I make 
no anſwer to ſuch unreaſonable intimations, as if 
they were ſupported by me. I affure you my 
head is too full at preſent to enter into what it 
s impoſhble for me, at this diſtance, to appre- 
bend. I wiſh I could make you eaſy, I am ſure 
| would do it; for I have no traaquillity when 
I think you are under any diſcompoſure. I am 
ever yours, | Rich. STEELE. 
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LETTER CCLXXXII. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear Prue, May 3o, 171. 

HAVE yours, wherein you railly about 
Venus and Vulcan *. I do not doubt but I 
ſhall ſee you as fine a lady as ever you were; J 
am ſure I ſhall think you ſo: but complacency, 
and a little regard to a poor decrepid creature, 
ungratefully and barbarouſly uſed, I ſhould 
think, you owe me as a whig, if not as a wife. 
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# See Letter CCLXXVIII. p. 164. 
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This day there comes on in the Houſe of Com. 
mons a debate“, whether the Earl of Oxford 
ſhould be tried, and when. I am going thither 
out of curioſity. 1 am, dear Prue, ever your, 
| Rich. STEEL, 


LETTER CCLXXXIII. To Lady STzzrs, 

DAR PRux, lune 11, 1111, 

HAVE yours of the 5th inſtant, for which 

I heartily thank you. Your expedient of 
nurſe Jervaſe is a very rough medecine ; bu 
your own kind letters are a ſafe and a pleaſat 
cure againſt ſuch evils as you, in raillery, ſeem 
to apprehend. I write, this from Richmond, 
where I have been fince yeſterday morning at a 
lodging near Wilks, who, | believe, will bring 
matters to bear ſo as that there will be no play- 
houſe but ours, allowing Rich, who is almoſt 
| broke, a ſalary while there is but one houſe, [ 
am in hopes, one way or other, let the courtien 
do as unthankfully as they pleaſe, I ſhall pick 
up a comfortable fortune. When I ſaid I would 
do towards you as to all mankind, you were to 
underſtand, that if I am hard upon no part of 
mankind, I ſhall not be ſo towards the neareſt 
relation in nature, a good wife. Do not talk of 
love taking leave of an object; I tell you I love 
you to dotage. Gillmore is here with me; | 


* See an Account of it in © Political State,” vol. XIII. p. * 
t00 


To Lr STEELE. 169 
wok him to talk over our affairs, which I doubt: 
not will ſucceed*. I am going to London, 
whence you ſhall hear how the family does. 


I am juſt returned hither, where I find all 
things in good order, and your children in per- 
fe& health. Your moſt obedient and obſequi- 
ous huſband, - Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLXXXIV. To Lady STzzix. 


nt 
m DAR PRUE, June 15, 1717. 
AM heartily glad my letter, which you re- 


ceived on Whitſuntide, was ſo agreeable to 
you. It is indeed in our power to make each 


n 
k other as happy as mortals are capable of being. 
it W 1 have, in purſuance of the reſolution I told you 


of, parted with my new man, and have now 
only Willmot. If you think Sam would recover 
here, it is well to ſend him; but I cannot tell 
when I can leave the town, becauſe the trial of 
my Lord Oxford will prolong the ſeſſion: the 
managers for that purpoſe were named yeſter- 
day. I have been a little intemperate, and diſ- 
compoſed with it; but I will be very ſober for 


* Mr. Gillmore's place of abode was at Nettleton in Wilt. 
ſhire, The curious may find more information relative to this 
ingenious man in the“ Account of the Fiſh-poul,”” mentioned 


in the note on Letter CCLXXIX. p. 165. 
the 


June 17, St. James' s- ſtreet, Half-hour after Nine. 
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the future eſpecially for the ſake of the mot 
amiable and moſt deſerving © woman, who ha 


made me her happy ſlave and obedient huſ. 
band, Rich. STEELE, 


- LETTER CCLXXXV. To Lady STEt1.s, 


Dran PRux, June 20, 1717. 


HAVE yours of the 14th, and am infinitely 
obliged to you for the length of it. I 
not know another whom I could commend for 
that circumſtance; but where we entirely love, 
the continuance of any thing they do to pleaſe 
us is a pleaſure. As for your relations ; once 
for all, pray take it for granted, that my regard 
and conduct towards all and ſingular of them 
ſhall be as you direct. 

1 hope, by the grace of God, to continue 
what you wiſh me, every way, an honeſt man. 
My wife and my children are the objects that 
have wholly taken up my heart; and as I am 
not invited or encouraged in any thing which 
regards the publick, 1 am eaſy under that neg- 
lect, or envy of my paſt actions, and chearfully 
contract that diffuſive ſpirit within the intereſts 
of my own family. You are the head of us; 
and I ſtoop to a female reign, as being naturally 
made the ſlave of beauty. But, to prepare for our 


manner of living when we are again together, give 


me leave to ſay, while I am here at leiſure, and 
come ta lie at Chelſea, what I think may con- 
4 tribute 


To Livy ST EE L E. 17 
tribute to our better way of living. I very 
much approve Mrs. Evans and her huſband ; 
and, if you take my advice, I would have them 
have a being in our houſe, and Mrs, Clark the 
cate and inſpection of the nurſery. I would have 
vou entirely at leiſure, to paſs. your time with 
me in diverſions, in books, in entertainments, 
and no manner of buſineſs intrude upon us but 
at ſtated times, For, though you are made to 
be the delight of my eyes, and food of all my 


t 
$ 


ſenfes and faculties, yet a turn of care and houſe- 1 
wifery, and I know not what prepoſſeſſion againſt 
| WH converſation-pleaſures, robs me of the witty and * 
| the handſome woman to a degree not to be ex- 9 
WH prefled. I will work my brains and fingers to | A 

procure us plenty of all things, and demand no- 50 


thing of you but to take delight in agreeable 
dreſſes, chearful diſcourſes, and gay fights, at- 
tended by me. This may be done by putting 
the kitchen and the nurſery in the hands I pro- 
poſe ; and I ſhall have nothing to do but to paſs 
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| 1 
| as much time at home as I poſſibly can, in the 3X 
beſt company in the world *. We cannot tell here ol 
| what to think of the trial of my Lord Oxford ; AY 
if the miniſtry are in earneſt in that, and I ſhould 4 
ſee it will be extended to a length of time, I will * 
leave them to themſelves, and wait upon you. 5 
Miſs Moll grows a mighty beauty, and ſhe ſhall 85 


* 
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This company he did not long enjoy, for he was deprived 
of it by death next year, not long after her return to London. 
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be very prettily dteſſed, as likewiſe ſhall Betty 

and Eugene; and, if I throw away a little mo. 

ney in adorning my brats, T hope you will for. 

give me: they are, | thank God, all very well; 
and the charming form of their mother has tem- 

; pered the likeneſs they bear to their rough fire, 

who is, with the greateſt fondneſs, your moſt 
a ea and moſt obedient huſband, 

E901 Rica, STEELE, 

—— — — — — 


LETTER CCLXXXVI. To Lady "I 
DAR PRUx, | | June 21, 1717. 


HAVE yours of the 17th, and am beholden 
to you that you will be perſuaded to dreſs 
when I am with you. As fur my ſhare about 
the brats, Gillmore's affair goes on ſo happily, 
that I am in no manner of doubt but I ſhall be 
able to do amply for them. I like your expreſ- 
fion about immortality, and know our happineſs 
in next life will depend very much upon our be- 
haviour to each other in this. We may promote 
or interrupt each other on the way thither by 
our conduct; and, as I do not now doubt your 
part to me, ſo I hope you will not mine to you. 
As for my vivacities, they are changed into 
chearful endeavours for the good of my family. 
I never can, I own at the ſame time, be what 
they call thoroughly frugal; but my expence 
ſhall be at home, in a plentiful ſupply of all 
things for you and the brats, with regard to 
pleaſures 


* 


To Lapy'S T EE LE. 173 
1 as well as neceſſaries. Mr. Hoadly, 
* Biſhop of Bangor, has, in the Sermon * for 
which he is ſo ill-treated, done like an Apoſtle, 
and aſſerted the true dominion eſtabliſhed by our 
Blefſed Saviour. I am, dear Prue, your moſt 
afſectionate, obliged, obedient huſband, 
Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCLXXXVII. To Lady STEEL. 


Dear PRUE, Chelſea, June 24, 1717. 
RECEIVED a letter from you without date. 
Your firſt article is about Sam, for whom 
you have the incloſed advice. There was no 
danger of my being a manager againſt Lord Ox- 
ford without I had ſought it, which [ was far 


from doing; ſo far from that, that I had not the 


curiofity to be there to-day, which was the firſt 


day of his trial ſ. I am at Chelſea with my books, 


and, by the help of God, will, for the future, 
avoid all odious offices, except where the ſafety 
of my country is immediately concerned wiſh. I 


This was the famous Sermon on ©* the Nature of the King- 
« dom or Church of Chriſt,” preached before the King, March 
31, 1917; which gave birth to the well-known Bangorian con- 
troyerſy. In the preface to a volume of Sermons publiſhed in 
1754, in which this diſcourſe is preſerved, Biſhop Hoadly fays, 
At whoſe requeſt it was commanded to be publiſhed, I know 
not; but I know that it was not, either directly or indireAly, 
« from any deſire of miae.”—** An Account of all the confide- 
% rable Pamphlets, &c. with occaſional Obſervations by Pila- 
< nagnoftes Clericus,”” was publiſhed in 1719. 

+ See p. 176. 
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14 STEELE! LETTERS 
the behaviour of ſelſiſn and unſkilful people may 
not put us into the danger which we eſcaped 
only by the intervention of Providence. I have 
been at Chelſea ever ſince Saturday, and have 
enjoyed great ſatisfaction in my ſolitude. Betty 
and Molly were with me here yeſternight, that 
is, on Sunday evening; they were very good 
company, and I treated them with ſtrawberries 
and cream, and, according to my fond way, ate 
more than both of them. I do not deſign to be 
at the Houſe of Commons during the trial, but 
paſs my time, while it laſts, in what will, I hope, 
bring a large ſum of money in the winter, [ 
-am glad your opinion falls in with mine, as to 
parting with Dymock, &c. I am, dear Prue, 
ever yours, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCLXXXVIII. To Lady Sr ELI. 


; N. PRux, June 27, 171). 
JAM very uneaſy upon not hearing from you 
laſt poſt. I have a great deal of merry and 
agreeable things to ſay, but the terror of my 
letter's finding you out of order makes me for- 
bear any ſuch unſeaſonable gaiety. Pray write 
without fail next poſt, if you are able. You will 
beſt judge of the incloſed. I am your moſt 
- humble ſervant, and obedient huſband, 
b Rich. STEELE. 
LETTER 
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"LETTER CCLAXXIX. To 5 55 1 


err, July 2, 171). 
Y OURS of the 25th of laſt month is inqui- 
fitive whether the affair of Gillmore * 
paſſes the Houſe this preſent ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment. We have examined into the neceſſary 
method for ſuch an invention. We muſt, in 
the firſt place, have a patent under the Great 
Seal for fourteen years, which is a thing cannot 
be denied. When we have this, we are to ſet 
forth to the parliament, by petition, that we 
have ſuch a patent, and hope we ſhall appear to 


give us, and aſk of the legiſlative power to add 
to the fourteen years twenty-one more; ſo that, 
in the whole, the profits in the invention will be 
in our families thirty-five years. We are going 
to take the patent immediately, which ſecures 
us at firſt, and ſhall bring our petition for the 
longer time next ſeſſion. Benſon is at all the 
charge, that is, the main expence; but you need 
not doubt but I ſhall, one way or other, be out 
an hundred pounds before it is perfected. All 
this while you are to know, that we are to have 
our charges placed in common when the thing 


a very conſiderable eſtate; but I am come to 


* Sce Letter CCLXXIX. p. 165. 
that, 
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416 S TEE LES LETTERS 
that, that be it never ſo certain, I ſhall not 20 
upon it in my expences till I am actually in po. 
ſeſſion of the growing profits. Excellent refot. 
mation ! You ſhall be obeyed about Mrs. Clark, 
and Mrs. Keck, and every thing elſe in ny 
power. The children are the moſt amiable 
things in the world, and I will keep them ver 
gay and prettily dreſſed, for I grow a dull fa. 
mily creature. All my public-ſpirit and gal. 
lantry is turned into the care of a wayward beau. 
ty called a wife, and a parcel of brats calle 
children. Laſt night my Lord of Oxford wa 
acquitted by the Lords without coming to: 
trial. The Commons exhibited articles of im- 
peachment againſt him : when they came to the 
place of trial, the Lords inſiſted that the articles 
of treaſon ſhould be firſt tried ; the Commons 
inſiſted on their own method, and would not 
come to the Hall on thoſe terms, upon which 
the Lords acquitted their peer. But the Com- 
mons immediately went into a debate to bring 
in a bill to puniſh him another way; which de- 
bate is adjourned till to-morrow morning, and 
it is poſſible my Lord Oxford's triumph may be 
but ſhort. Yours ever, Rica. STEELE» 


LETTER 


rer 22. 
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LETTER CCXC. To Lady SrzELk. 


Dear PrRUE, July 4, 1717. 
HAVE yours of the zoth of laſt month, 
full of concern and care for me, for which I 
n infinitely obliged to you. As to my journey, 
cannot tell what to ſay as to the time of ſetting 
ut ; but can by no means think of the ſtage- 
ach : I muſt travel ſo as to have my hours my 
wn, and halt when I pleaſe; for, you muſt 
ow, I begin to take great care of your huſband, 
knowing he grows a very good one every 
nay, As to money for our expences, I aſſure you 
will take care of that, and much approve your 
cheme as to the Bath, before, and after, Car- 
narthen viſit. 
| believe Madam Evans is not with child, fo 
at you may have hopes of ſeeing her; but the 
ouſe of Commons were at a committee of 
lections till twelve o'clock; at the end of 


> which, inſtead of waiting in the cold for a coach, 
cher inconveniencies in that wearied oon- 


lition, I bid Willmor,.get me a bed in Palace- 
jard; he did get one next to St. Margaret's 
burch, from whence I now write to you. And 
tow, at ten o'clock, the Houſe are coming to- 


ether, the next morning, about an addreſs'® 
o his Majeſty. 


The purpoſe of this addreſs was, “to except the Earl of 
Oxford out of an act of grace,” which had been recommended 
rom the Throne. See pp. 178, 179. 

The 


| 
| 
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The Lords have been ſo careful of that prey 
patriot, the Earl of Oxford, as to acquit hin, 
upon a pretence of privilege which they nee 
exerted before. The Commons have much 
indignation at this uſage, and addreſs the King 
not to pardon him, tha: they, the next ſeſſia, 
may proſecute him in a parliamentary way, 

But what are theſe things to us and brats? | 


am entirely devoted to you and yours. Your 
moſt obedient huſband, Rick. STEELE, 


LETTER CCXCI. To Lady STzzLz, 


Ten thouſand times my dear, 

dear, pretty Pxux, July 11, 1917; 
HAVE been in very great pain for having 
omitted writing laſt poſt. You Know the 
unhappy gaiety of my temper when J have got 
in; and indeed I went into company without 
having writ before I left my houſe in the mom. 
ing, which I wilt not do any more. It is impol. 
ſible to gueſs at all the views of courtiers ; but, 
however, I am of opinion that the Earl of O 
ford is not in ſo triumphant a way as his friends 
imagine. He is to be proſecuted by way of bill 
or act of parliament, next ſeſſion, in order to 
puniſh him according as he ſhall appear to de- 
ſerve ; and, in the mean time, to be excepted 
out of the act of grace which comes out next 


Pleaſe 


T0 Lapr STEELE. | wy 
Pleaſe to-take the advice you give me on this 
ſubject, and keep your converſation out of the 
diſpute. Your letter has extremely pleaſed me 
with the gaiety of it; and, you may depend 
upon it, my ambition is now only turned towards 
keeping that up in you, and giving you reaſons 
for it in all things about you. Two people who 
are entirely linked together in intereſt, in hu- 
mour, and affection, may make this being very 
ble; the main thing is, to preſerve al- 
ways a diſpofition to pleaſe and be pleaſed, Now 
as to your Ladyſhip, when you think fit, to look 
at you, to hear you, to touch you, gives delight 
in a greater degree than any other creature can 
beſtow ; and indeed it is not virtue, but good- 
ſenſe and wiſe choice, to be conſtant to you. You 
did well not to dwell upon' one circumſtance in 
your letter; for, when I am in good health, as 
I thank God I am at this prefent writing, it 
awakes wiſhes too warmly to be well borne when 
you are at ſo great a diſtance. I do not ſee any 
mention of your man Sam; I hope the Doctor's 
preſcription has been uſeful to him. 

Think, dream, and wiſh for nothing but me, 
who make you a return in the fame affection to 
you for ever. Your moſt obſequious, obedient 
huſband, Rich. STEELE. 

Pray date your letters“. 


Which Sir Richard himſc!f too often neglected to do. 
| N 2 LETTER 
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LETTER c. To Lady STzzL, 


Ks Dan Paux, St. James 's-ſtreet, July 16, 151%. 
| OURS of the 1oth inſtant lies before me, 
1 Lou are very good in thanking me for, 
what is my duty, being in pain when any thing 
diſturbs you. You recommend care of health 
and money. God will, in his due time, reftore 
me to the former by the uſe of my limbs, which 
is all I want of perfect health. As to money, ] 
am grown very fond of it; but, as you are a 
good keeper of it, I deſign your eſtate ſhall con. 
ſtantly be laid up after the mortgage is paid off; 
and the allowance for you and children ſhall 
come from me, over and above what your eſtate 
brings. This will enable us to put our children 
into the world, if God ſhall pleaſe to continue us 
to ſee them diſpoſed of, The conteſt of the 
Biſhop® has ended in the confufion of his adver- 
ſaries. Dr. Edwards is, I ſuppoſe, of Bangor; 
fide of the queſtion in the main argument. 
cannot tell what to anſwer you about the Bath; 
but, when [I leave this town, my ſervants ſhall 
have board-wages, and I will take a ſnap any 
how; for I muſt keep myſelf to myſelf, and 
have my play + ready this enſuing winter, in 
order to be quite out of debt. 

1 approve your reflection, from what you ſee 


Dr. Hoadly, Biſhop of Bangor. See pp. 173, 189. 
+ © The Conſcious Lovers; not acted till Nov. 7, 1722. 
In 
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in others from want of education, to be careful 
of our brats in that point. They are all well. 
Moll is as great a charmer as her mother, and 
will prove as great a ſharper, Dear thing, how 
| love you! | Rica. STEELE. 


I 


— 
Ro 


LETTER CCxCIII. To Lady STzzLE, 


Dear PRux, July 24, 1717. 
HAVE yours of the 2oth. I lament the 
lamentable condition you are in, with rela- 
tion to the place, and other matters, therein de- 
ſeribed with great wit and ſpirit. But your let- 
ter is an argument againſt what you ſay, to wit, 
that it is impoſhble to write for a polite part of 
the world in that neighbourhood. The King is 
at Hampton-court ; and I defign next week to 
go thither, with a petition for a ſmall grunt, to 
make myſelf eaſy. 

If I ſucceed, as I am encouraged to expect, 
our labour for ourſelves will be very much ſhort- 
ened, and I have little more to care for but to 
enjoy the pleaſure of being, dear Prue, your 
moſt affectionate huſband, and moſt obedient, 
bumble ſervant, Rick. STEELE. 

As I was going to cloſe this, I hear the voice 
of Mrs. Keck talking to Molly. But ſhe is fo 
great a Prue, that ſhe comes and goes without 
ſeeing me, though I am in the houſe. But L 
have ſent her word I am writing, and ſhe gives 
her ſervice. 
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_. LETTER CCXCIV. To Lady SrEEIz. 


_Dxan Pave, | July 26, 171. 
WHAVE your kind letter, which expreſſes 
your fears that I do not take care of myſelf 

as to catching cold, and the like. I am careful 
enough when I am awake; but in the night the 
cloaths are kicked on the floor, and I am ex. 
poſed to the damp till the coolneſs awakes me, 
This I feel at preſent in my arms and legs, but 
will be caretully tucked up hereafter. I wait 
with impatience for the receipt of money out of 
the Treaſury, to make further payments. I be. 
lieve, when I have it, I ſhall wholly turn off my 
coach-horſes ; for, fince I am at my ſtudy whole 
days together, it is, I think, a ſenſeleſs thing for 
me to pay as if I was padding all that while, 
and ſhewing myſelf to the world, I have ſent 
your incloſed to Mrs, Keck. She came into the 
dining-room to me when I ſent away laſt let- 
ter, and we had ſome tea; and, inſtead of ſuch 
chat as ſhould naturally ariſe between a great 
gallant and a fine lady, ſhe took upon her to 
tell me, that I did ſpend my money upon my 
children, but that they onght to be better ac- 
commodated as to their dreſs, and the like. She 
is, indeed, a very good Prue; and, though I di- 
vert myſelf with her gravity and admonition, I 
have a ſincere reſpect for her. I was laſt night 
ſo 


To Lavy STEELE. 183 
© much enamoured with an authot I was read. 
ing, and ſome thoughts which I put together on 
that occaſion, that I was up till morning, which 
makes me a little reſtive to-day. Your daugh- 
ter Moll has ftole away my very heart: but 
doubt not but her brother and fiſter will recover 
their ſhare when we are all together, except 


their mother robs them all of him who is, dear 


Prue, entirely yours, _ Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCXCV. To Lady STEELE, 


My DEAR WIFE, [July 27, 1917.] 

READ your kind letter with a great deal of 
pleaſure, and promiſe myſelf as much hap- 
pineſs as ever man knew in woman when we 
meet again. I hope it will pleaſe God to pro- 
ſper our little affairs in ſuch manner as that we 
may paſs the remainder of our days in tranquil- 
lity : that is a ſtate I have never yet known, but 
it is very much in your power to contribute to- 
wards poſſeſſing it for the future. You miſtake, 
when you ſay I wiſh to ſee Wales out of any 
ſuſpicion ; I aſſure you, I defign that journey 
only our of curiofity, to ſee what, by your fa- 
your, will one day be in my poſterity, if it ſhall 
pleaſe God to continue our children to us. They 
are now all three in good health, and I hope to 
tell you before this day ſe'nnight that I have 
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paid Betty's ſchooling. As to the perſons ode 
mention in your letter, I ſhall conduct myſelf u. 
wards them as you ſhall adviſe, I cannot yg 
anſwer you as to the 200 l. you ſpeak of to n 
ready three months hence, but ſhall do all 
can. I place the utmoſt of the happineſs of thi 
life in you, and earneſtly exhort you to meet mM, g 
with the ſame diſpofition to be pleaſing to me, ¶ e 
as I have to manifeſt mvſelf, in little as well x 
great occafions, your moſt affectionate and faith. 
ful huſband and ſervant, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CCXCVI. To Lady Srzxir. 


DAA PrvuE, July 29, 171), 
OURS of the 25th is before me. I an 
always glad when you write a great deal; 
but do not hurt your eyes to ſcribble longer 
than is eaſy to you. Your kind expreſſion is 
the moſt welcome and pleafing thing which Wl x 
could poſfibly arrive at me, Mr. Glanvill “ of 


—— 


_ * WilliamGlanvill, eſꝗ · one of the clerks of the Treaſury, and 
receiver of the revenues of the Firſt-fruits office, He died in th: 
January following, and was buried at Wooton in Surrey, where 
the following conciſe epitaph, dictated by himſelf, preſerve: 
his memory: 


ww wan 


(Vicefimo ſecundo die Janvarii) 
- Anno ſalutis reparatas 
(MDCCX VII.) 
Hic fitz fuerunt reliquiz 
GULIELMI GLANVILL. 
Requieſcant donec veoiat Redemptor. 


The ſubſtance of his charitable will may be ſeen in Aubrey's 
Surrey,“ vol. II. p. 144. 
the 
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the Treaſury aſked me the other day, how my 
« wonderful girl did?“ There is, it ſeems, a lady 
of his acquaintance who viſits Betty at ſchool, 
nd cries her up for a greater wit than her fa- 
ther—that is not much—but than her mother 
either. I am every day walking about the offices 
to get our ſalaries paid, that I might go into 
the country, and particularly the Bath, whence 
you ſhall direct me further, that is, command 
my motions. But, if I find my limbs eaſy to 
me, I believe I ſhall vigorouſly purſue my jour- 
ney to the deareſt of women to the moſt affecti- 
onate of men. | 
Poor, dear, angry, pleaſed, pretty, witty, filly, 
every thing, Prue, yours ever, Rich. STEELS. 


LETTER CCXCViI. To Lady STEELE. 


My DEAR Wire, [July 31, r927.] 
OURS of the 27th came to hand. I am 
very far from being infincere in my re- 
ſolves about parting with infignificant people. 
I am ready to burſt with indignation againſt my 
own folly, and melt with gratitude for your 
goodneſs in bearing ſo long as you have. I am 
in purgatory till it is otherwile, and am really in 
danger ot falling into the contrary extreme of 
being too near and reſerved. God Almighty 
grant that we may meet together in ſuch diſpo- 
tions as to enjoy with our little ones the only 
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true plealures or ane and; virtue. Your, 
ever, Rien. STEELx, 


0 I 44 


LETTER CCXCVIII. To Lady STzzrz, 


Dax PrxvE, St. James's-ſtreet, Aug. 3, 171). 
HAVE yours, wherein you diſſuade me 
from Wales, and tell me you hear I am or. 
dered for Scotland. Mine of Saturday is on that 
ſubject. I come now from the moſt diſagree 
able place in the world, a great man's table, 
and am unfit for writing, &c. but will be very 
long on this affair on Thurſday. Your moſt 
obſequious huſband, and moſt humble ſervant, 
Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCXCIX. To Lady STEELE. 


DzAx PRrUE, | Aug. 3, 1717. 
AM going to Hampton-court, where the 
L King now is, to ſolicit ſome matters relating 
to our commiſſion. I give a thouſand thouſand 
thanks for your very pretty and very kind letter 
of the 29th of laſt month. Forgive me that ! 
am in haſte, with a ſtedfaſt reſolution in what 
you are ſo kind as to approve with ſo much at- 
fection. I remain your moſt affectionate huſ- 
band, and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Ricn. STEELE. 


LETTER 


w 
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5 LETTER CCC. To Lady STzzLe. 


My DEAR WIrE, | Aug. 9, 1717. 
'OURS of the 4th is full of that natural 
terror you have upon you by the appre- 
. benfions of thunder. There is no talking away 
ſuch fears. I earneſtly recommend you to the pro- 
tection of God under that and all other amaze- 
ment and failing of ſpirit. I take all the mea- 
ſures I am able to be a comfort to you, as you 
are a very great -one to me; for I indeed, from 
reaſon and reflection, as well as tenderneſs and 
paſſion, take you for the beſt of women. How 
happy ſhall we be, when we are out of debt, to 
have nothing to do but to pleaſe and exhilarate 
each other, and educate our children in the love 
of that God who made us their parents! The 
poor little things ſeem (as far as my partiality 
will let me judge) to have very good endow- 
ments. I hope we ſhall live to ſee theſe talents 
improved. 
We have not had any chundir at all in theſe 
parts. God preſerve you to your family, and, 
dear Moll, your moſt affectionate huſband, and 
moſt obedient art RICH. STEELE. 


LETTER 
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' LETTER CCCI. To Lady STzzL. 


DEAR PRUE, Aug. 17, 111, 
AM in the utmoſt concern to find you þ 
1 very uneaſy as you are in the country. Ian 
confident, if you had ſuch a fellow as Dymock, 
whom you might command, it would be better 
with you, and you might be miſtreſs of you 
eſtate as abſolutely as you are of, dear Prue, 
your moſt obſequious huſband and ſervant, 
Ricn. SrxeL, 


LETTER CCCII. To Lady STzrs. 


DAR P Rur, Aug. 24, 1717.] Be 
HAVE yours of the 19th. I have done Pr 
about the mention of Dymock, and believe 

you are in the right. The other circumſtance MW© 


to be confidered in your letter is about remov- MY 


* 


way; and money is the main thing: get I al- 


ing. You ſay I did not tell you I had reſolved 
it when you left the town. I did not myſelf 
know it then; but your inſtructions to me were, Wl; 
Pall-mall, St. James's-ſtreet, Gerard ſtreet, or a Wn 
place near a church: which laſt you will have. I 
I am confident, daily Ke of what paſſes Ws 
at the playhouſe will R ſome hundreds in my 


ways could, but now I will get it and keep it. 
| | Your 
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our affair is to make and keep yourſelf chear- 


ul; you ſhall have nothing to do but to enjoy, 
t hall be my part to labour and get. 


have had much ſtruggle by reaſon of ill- 
zyments, and unreaſonable, haſty, ſevere peo- 
le; among the reſt, that hog Lady Vandeput. 


have paid her to the end of laſt quarter, and 
che given her warning, and can remove any 
ter time between this and quarter-day without pay- 


Ing more than this quarter, 

[ ſhall on Michaelmas-day have 3333 l. due to 
me. If I can find means to have that advanced, 
Iwill pay off the coach-horſes quite, and have 
no charge of equipage of any kind till we are 
together again in London, 

How can you let your ſpirit fink fo as to 
mind what people ſay whom you do not eſteem ? 
Be yourſelf, and reſerve your beſt ſelf for, dear 
Prue, yours ever, R1CH. STEELE» 

I go to-morrow to Tunbridge, with Dr. 
Garth, to vifit Lady Marlborough and the 
Duke ; ſo perhaps you may not have a letter by 


Tueſday's 


Who had, in the December preceding, been ſeized with an 
apoplexy, which, though by the {kill of Dr. Garth it was for 
ſome time palliated, impaired his ſenſes, and at length termi- 
tated in a total decay, and his diſſolution. His Grace, hows 
ever, had after the year 1717 ſome lucid intervals. In the ſume« 
mer of 1518, Sir Richard Steele, with Biſhop Hoadly and Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, made a viſit of ſome days at Blenheim-houſe, 
by invitationz where, he found, the ladies and gentlemen of 
the family, and a few of the neighbourhood, had got up the 
tragedy of All for Love,“ to entertain the Duke of Marl- 
dorough, Lady Bateman (one of his Grace's grand-daughters 
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Tueſday's poſt, for I fear I FI return til 
Wedneſday. ' . 


by the Earl of Sunderland), who As the part of Cleopatn 
had in vain applied to Sir Richard Steele for a prologue on thy 
extraordinary occaſion, and ſeemed chagrined at the diſappoint 
ment. At night, when the family retired, the Biſhop def 
pen, ink, and paper, might be brought to his chamber, any 
the next morning at breakfaſt, preſented to Lady Bateman a 
excellent Prologue; which ſhe ſpoke, the ſame evening, u 
the Duke and Dutcheſs, his Grace ſhedding tears at the unex, 
compliment from a favourite grand-child. In the courk 
of the play, Sir Richard, who fat next to the Biſhop, often ob. 
ſerved how well and feelingly Captain Fiſhe performed the par 
'of Anthony. This gentleman, who had been the Duke's page, 
had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the army, and, as I have been in. 
formed, died a lieutenant-colonel. In one of the ſcenes when 
Fithe was very ſweet upon his Cleopatra, Sir Richard whilperet 
the Biſhop, I doubt this Fiſhe' is © Fleſh,* my Lord.” 
muſt mention another incident at their going away. Sir Richad 
ſaid to the Biſhop, ©* Does your Lordſhip give money to all theſe 
« fellows in laced coats and ruffles? No doubt,“ replied the 
Biſhops I have not enough,” faid the Knight; and when he 
paſſed by them in the hall, he accoſted them in a ſpeech, telling 
them, that he had found them men of taſte, and, as fuck, 
« invited them all to Drury-lane theatre, to whatever play they | 
*« ſhould pleaſe to belpeak,” he having then a ſhare in the pz | 
tent. He obtained this in 1714, by the friendſhip of the Duke 
of Marlborough, which he owed to a pleaſant repartee (reported 
to the Duke, and taken as it was meant) on his Grace's prefer- 
ring his relations. See Biographia Britannica,” vol. VI. p. 3829. 
Biſhop Hoadly and Sir Richard Steele had long been connected 
as public men and fellow-labourers in the cauſe of liberty. The 
Tatler took ſhare in the controverſy with Biſhop Blackall; and 
Mr. Hoadly was one of the five friends, who, in 1714, reviſed 
and corrected Steele's ©* Criſis” before it was printed. Mr. Ad- 
diſon, Mr. Lechmere, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Minſhull, were the 
other four, See p. 112. Mr. Hoadly was alſo the reputed author 
of * A Dedication to his Holineſs Clement XI,“ an admirable 
piece of grave humour, ſigned © Richard Steele,” being prefixed 
to his Account of the State of the Roman-catholic Religion 
* throughout the World, ” pubiiſhed in 1715. J. DUNCOMBE 
L 
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trrxx CCCIII, To Lady SrzELꝝ. 


Drax PrRvE, Aug. 28, 1717.] 
RETURNED laſt night from Tunbridge, 
I whither my laſt told you I was going on 
Sunday morning, to be back on Wedneſday 
night, which I did accordingly, and found yours 
of the 22d, and that of 24th. Yours, 22d, 
ſpeaks again of Dymock. I give that matter 
vp, and believe you in the right, Yours, 24th, 
concerning Mrs. Philips ; I lament the 
lady's fate, and ſhare in the uneafineſsFthe re- 
llection upon it gives you. Pray do not give 
way to fancies about your health, but bear up 


and expect good days, negligent of this world as 
to its duration, careful as to its uncertainty, 


The incloſed letter I ſend you, to ſhew you a 


determined by you. 

When the commiſſioners parted, they reſolved 
to meet at Edinburgh on the 1oth of the next 
month. But that I am not able to do, for many 


cloſed, Sir Harry Houghton, will be ready to 
relieve me the middle of November, provided I 
haſten thither now; if not, I muſt ſtay till the 
latter end of January. The ſtaying in Scotland 
till then would break all my meaſures. If I 


ded my own inclinations, I ſhould go to 
Wales 


4 


preſent difficulty I labour under; and ſhall be 


reaſons. The gentleman who writes the in- 
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I am reſolved, God willing, to have it ſo; 


I think fit. This is the harſheſt piece of arbi- 
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Wales though I ſtayed but two days, and croſz 
the country into the Lancaſhire road. I got on 


| horſeback at Tunbridge, and am confident | 


can ride' thirty miles a day with eaſe ; however, 
I defign to take the method you propoſe of x 
chaiſe. Suppoſe I ſhould bring Madam Clark 
down with me, only to attend your journey; it 
would, I think, be right. Your opinion of theſe Hor 
great points, next poſt, will be very welcome, 
Your daughter Betty, who is here two or three 
days for the holidays of Bartholomew-tide, de. 
fires to know whether | am writing to you or Melt 
not; if T am, ſhe defires her duty. Molly can- 
not endure any kindneſs I ſhew this viſitant, and 
I am not a little delighted to ſee a young lady 
jealous of my favour. If you and I were toge- Wl. 
ther, and all our children with us, I ſhould ne- 

ver be a leiſure moment out of my own houſe. 


and, for the future, even travel with my whole 
family, I will get the better of you in this mat- 
ter; and you muſt ſubmit to have me fond of 
you and, yours at what place, and in what way, 


trary power I will be ever guilty of. Yours 
ever, | Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER 


LETTER CCCIV. To Lady STzzrLz. * 
Dear PRUE, _ |  [undated.] 

DO not know how to give you-an account 
| of my preſent proſpects; but can only ſay, 
that the commiſhoners of Scotland demand me 
there with ſo much impatience, that go l muſt, 
However, it is leſs painful to me becauſe Ben- 
ſon is now in town, and will take care in my ab- 


ſence of the greateſt concern of all, which is 
now brought to perfection *. If I can value my- 


| ſhall leave the town without any murmur 
zainſt me. God ſend us an happy meeting, 
and that the reſt of our days may be free from 
debt, I am, faithfully, affectionately, yours, 


Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCV. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PRuEt, | ſundated.] 
HE laſt I received from you, which was 
laſt night, had no date. It is indeed, as 
jou obſerve, a ſtrange kind of life we lead, and 
the ſeparation is painful to me for one reaſon 
more than it 1s to you. | 

it you think fit to go to the Bath, I cannot 
magine but a woman of your eſtate will find 


*The Fiſh-pool. See p. 205, 
O friends 
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elf upon the half- year's pay plready due to me, 
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friends enough, to raiſe as much money ag v 
—— | 

J alter the manner of taking my journey every 
tie 1 think of it. My preſent diſpofition is, t 
zotr6 i what they eall a poſt-chaiſe of the Dub 
of Rotborough: It is drawn by one horſe, tu 
vii two wheels, and is led by 2 fervant riding hy 
This rider #hd leader is to be Mr. Willmot, for 
erly 4 carrier; who atifwtts for managing on! 
rodd to perfection, by keeping tracks, and th 
Uke. I thitk alfo it pieſent tb be off my nei 
hebſt, and let things be as they are till we meet 
When you ſhall ehuſe fot yourſelf an houſe 
which I will #ke berauſe you like it. 

As t6 your dthre bf contriving plenty of me 
ney; I have made a bargain with ovr paymaſte 
for ſo muek, Whether it is come out of the Tre: 
ſury, to pay always within ten days after quarter 
day from Chriſtmas next; ſo that we will nc 
want any more. I fall contrĩve alſo to have 
quarter Beforehand, and never let family tick 
more for victuals, cloaths, or rent. I know thi 
is better talk to you; than if it were a paper o 
Witz written by your beloved Cowley. But a 
ſhall; God willing; be punctually performed by 
dear Prue, your moſt obſequious huſband, anc 
moſt bumble ſervant, Riceg. STEELE 


LETTE! 


LETTER CCEVI. To Lady SrEREL. 


DAR Phot, Saturday, Aug. 31, 171. 

Hampton - court. 
MAN of quality, going to town, waits to 
take this with him, ſo that I cannot ſay 
more till Tueſday, Yours evet, Rien. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCVII. To Lady STzzL. 


Dzaz Pave, Hampton-court, Aug. 31, 1715. 
WISH you would onee ſay, you would like 
] a thing, becauſe I like it. I khow not whe- 
thet what I have taken is to be called in a court. 
{tis a fore door, at which a coach can ſet down 
i the very threſhold, in Hart- ſtreet, Covent- 
garden; and behind it a little eoutt, in which 
there is but one houſe, inte King's ſtreet, Co- 
yent-parden. I have taken no leaſe, and can 
part with it when J pleafe to Mr. Wilks *, who 
defigns to buy it of the landlord. As to all 
other matters, I am contriving for the beſt. 
You talk of the cheapeſt way, &c. to get to 
town, I beg of you to be eaſy in ſuch points; 
you ſhall have every thing your heart can wiſh, 
u the reach of a moderate fortune. Pray he 


Then one of the managers of Drury-lane theatre. 
O 2 contented 
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contented with laying up all your eſtate, which 
I will enable you to do; for you ſhall be at ng 
manner of charge on any thing in nature fat 
yourſelf, children, or fervants, and they ſhall be 
better provided for than any other family in 
England ; for I ſhall turn my expence and de. 
light all that way. Therefore, in the name of 
(God, have done with talk of money, and do not 
let me loſe the right I have in a woman of vit 
and beauty, by eternally turning herſelf into x 
dun : Forgive the compariſon. When my heart 
is fixed to think of you as the object of love, 
eſteem, and friendſhip, and all that is ſoft ; it is 
in a moment turned into ſorrow and anxiety, to 
find ways to make you contented about traſh and 
dirt, Pray let it be otherwiſe : till you do, x 
thouſand good qualities in you are (like a miſer 
wealth) mine without enjoyment. Your ſon 
graws a luſty boy, and is your ſervant, as is his 
father moſt heartily. Rich. STEELE, 

I writ to you a note to-day before, by one go- 
aug to towu; and write again, having occaſion 


'to ſend Willmot on other buſineſs, 


LETTER cccvii. To Lady STEELE» 


2 Dran Pauz, | Hampton- -court, Sept, 12, 1717: 


ILLMOT brought me yeſterday yours 


of the 2d and gth inſtant. The firſt de- 
termines 


ich 


termines my Scotch journey, before I ſee Wales. 
| ſhall take your advice in the manner of it, if 


| find I cannot do yet better; but I may 7 nag 


jon with two or three gentlemen, and 
coach for ourſelves. You may depend u 


Ire a 
it, 


will take care of myſelf, now you ſay you value 


me. 
'T had altered my defign of removing, for fear 


you ſhould not like the houſe, and ſhould have 
given a ſum to be off; but Lady Vandeput has 
ſent word ſhe has let the houſe, therefore 1 muſt 


Yours of the fifth, imports only that you are 
gone to Plangorſe, bidding me take care of my 
health, and ending “ yours entirely.” This 
laſt phraſe is eaſy to utter at this diſtance ; but 
fear, were we together, I ſhould have you at 
the ſame coy tricks. But if I am, by the bleſſ- 
ing of God, in as good health and as good plight 
as at preſent, when we meet, I muſt baniſh all 
theſe for ever, 7 

For ever yours, Rich. STEELE. 

Since I writ the above, I am to thank you for 
the receipt of a third letter, dated the 5th, from 
Plangorſe. I have, before, ſaid that I cannot 
help going to the houſe now, for Madam Van- 
deput has another tenant, But you ſhall do 
what you will, ſtay or leave it, when you have 
ſeen it. Yours, R. 8. 


O3 LETTER 


To Laby STEELE 1097 


1 8 2 


1 
1 


* — 8; * = F.” 


2 
* 
8 
. 
*. 
ä 
* 
5 
i 


*._ — 


1 


1 
» My < 


ws STEELES LETTERS 
LETTER CCCIX. To Lady STEELE, 


Dgas Pave, Hampton-court, Sept. 14, 1711, 

OU hear from me ſo often from this place, 
"that I fear you think I am become, what 
you mortally hate, a Courtier, But, being 
obliged to defer my journey for ſome days, | 
have taken it in my headto ſpend that little yit 
and humour, which they ſay I have, rather in 
the company of the greateſt perſons in the world 
(who, if they do me no other good, are cheaper 
converſation), than with ſuch from whom I en 
neither reap experience or any other yaluabl: 
thing, and by whom I daily impoveriſh myſelf, 
Madam Vandeput has thoroughly nett led me; 
but, as the is of the fair ſex, I ſhall not male 
anſwer to her uſage in word or deed, but got 
town on Monday, and move from her houſe that 
week, and towards Scotland the week after, ſo 
as to be at Edinburgh the beginning of October, 
Sir Harry Houghton has again writ me word, he 
will relieve me when I let him know my buſ- 
neſs requires my return to London. Yours ever, 
Rich. STEELE, 


| "LETTER CCCX. To Lady Srzziz. 
Dear PrvuE, [Sept. 18, 1717.] 
OURS of the 13th of September tells me 


"you have got the amuſement of the gout. 
9 we 


170 Lany STEELE. 299 
We muſt, 3 in all caſes, look upon every thing i in 


the moſt hopeful "gh t, and pot put the worſt 
upon accidents, 1 women are ilk with 
defire ſo much as men, when they are gouty, we 
ſhall haye odd time of it, and you will, in ypur 
heart, at leaſt be tractable to me. We ſhall be 
rich, and we muſt take the diſtemper peculiar 
to that circymſtance ip good part, Tou ſee I 
obey your orders, and do not write peeviſhl Ys 
though I cannot but be out of | humour at loſin 

ſo Ieficious a morſel as your Ladyſhip by fon 
quent incapacities, as you will be in if this diſ- 
caſe ſhould frequently viſit 105. Gillmore's 


„% „0 


811 
Cz) - 
— 


ſent, from the proſpect of the future, with an 
equal mind. I am, Madam, your Ladyſhip's 


moſt obliged huſband, and myſt obedient, hum- 
ble ſervant, Rich. STEELE. 


— bb Re BE Mes ES A RI ꝛ HH 


LETTER CCCXL To 10 STEELE. 

My DEAR PRUE, Sept. 20, 1717. 
HAVE yours of the 16th, and am heartily 
troubled that we ſhare in a new calamity, to 

wit, having the ſame diſtemper . Pray take 
care of yourſelf, and you will figd that we ſhall 


be in great plenty before another year turns 
round, My dear Wife, preſerve yourſelf for 


* See P. 203. The gout 
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him that ſincerely loves you, and to be an er. 
ample to your little ones of religion and virtye 
If it pleaſes God to bleſs us together with lif 
and health; we will live a life of piety and cheat. 
ful virtue. Your daughter Beſs gives her duty 
to you, and ſays ſhe will be your comfort, but 
| the is very ſorry you are afflicted with the gout, 
"The brats, my girls, ſtand on each fide the table; 
and Molly ſays, that what I am writing now is 
about her new coat. Beſs is with me till ſhe has 
new cloaths. Miſs Moll has taken upon her to 
hold the ſand-box, and is fo impertinent in her 
office, that I cannot write more. But you are to 
rake this letter as from your three beſt friends, 
;  Bxss, Mort, and THEIR Faruts, 
Eugene was very well this morning. 

Moll bids me let you know that ſhe fell down 
Juſt now, and did not hurt herſelf. 

Betty and Moll give their ſervice to Sam and 
Myrtle, 
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LETTER CCC XII. To Lady STzzrz. 


Dear PRur, Sept. 24 171). 
AM ſtill in the houſe at St. James's-ſtreet, 
but ſhall leave it on Thurſday, if I can diſ- 
patch the buſineſs I expect to do to-morrow. | 
do hereby promiſe you never, directly or indi- 


. reFtly, to have any thing to do with the _ 
or 
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for I am convinced there is nothing to be done 


with thoſe poor creatures called great men, but 


by an idolatry towards them, which it is below | 


the ſpirit of an honeſt, mee; or religious man, 
to pay. 

This, I hope, you will take for good news, 
for it brings my thoughts and cares into a nar- 
rower compaſs, and is what you have ever been 
perſuading me to. My own ſtudies at the the- 
atre, Gillmore, &c. will amply do any thing I 
can form to myſelf, without ſtooping to ſervili- 
ties. I have ſome reaſon to expect that the 
Royal Family itſelf would be glad to favour me, 
but there are many obſtacles between poor me 
and them. 

Now, if I have health, hich by the bleſſing 
of God, increaſes to a comfortable degree, this 
reſolution of throwing away all pretenſions from 
the Court may, perhaps, fortify me to be the 
more uſeful to my King and Country in Parlia- 
ment, and every where elſe. The children, God 
be thanked, are all well. Now let me anſwer to 
what you ſay, that I have not expreſſed any 
thing about a defire of our meeting again. 
There is nothing upon earth I wiſh ſo much, 


proyided always that you will be what you 


ought to be to me, and not let me burn for what 
ought to be free to me, and that you will have 
the children in the houſe with us ; for I am come 

to take great delight in them. When I return 
| from 
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from Scotland, we will never part n | 
with the fincereſt aſſectiqn, your gbſcquious hy 
band, and obedient ſerrant, Rien. örz Els. 
LETTER CCCXIIIL To Lady Srz Err. 


Dan PrUE, | { Sept. 28, 1717.] 
1 HAVE your agreeable letter of the 230 
inſtant ; the firſt time you ever ſo much as 
alluded to any thing that way. My dear Wife, 
let us ſtrive to improve and recommend our 
perſons to each other. As for the 1091. a quar- 
ter, I have ſecured it, during this commiſſiog, 
from Chriſtmas next; for l have agreed with à 
paymaſter to let me have my ſalary ten days af. 
ter the quarter ſhall become due; and have pro. 
vided that this will be having a quarter before- 
| hand, for I ſhall be ſupported in Scotland by 
what is already due, and not what is growing 
due. When we once come to endeavour mu- 
tually to pleaſe each other, we ſhall ſucceed, 
and be always in good- humour. The brats are 

all well, and I am ever truly thine, 
Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCX.V. To Lady SZ ET. 
DAR PRux, Sept. 30, 1717+ 
AM forry you have ſpent your time ſo as 


that you are at a loſs for credit enough to 
4 bring 


W - > 


, 


'S 
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wing you from a place you diflike, I have told 
jou ine I cannot pay 4 quarter beforehand till 
Chriſtmas z but, from that inſtant, I think we 
ſhall be in as much plenty as any family in Eng- 
land, Gillmore “ is an ineſtumable jewel; he is 
now with bjs family at Nettletgn, within eight 
miles of the Bath, but has this poſt ſent me a 
letter, jn which I find certain proof of the moſt 
uſeful work in the world, 

The Commiſſion in Scotland ſtands till for 
want of me at Edinburgh, It js neceſſary there 
ſhould be four there, and there are now but two; 
three others halt on the road, and will not go 
forward till I have paſſed hy York. 

1 have, therefore, taken places in the York 
coach for Monday next. I ſhall, I hope, be 
able to ſend you word, the poſt before I leave 
the town, that all things are left in a comfortable 


way. I am, dear Prue, your moſt obſequious 
huſband, and moſt humble fervant, R. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCXV. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PRuE, St. James's-ſtreet, OR. 3, 1717. 
HAVE yours. As to the incivilities and 
the like, I wiſh I had known they were to ſo 
great a degree ſooner, | would haye come and 
perſuaded you to remove where you might have 


. 2 21m 


* Sce p. 2035. 


| been 
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been miſtreſs: and it is a jeſt for one, who has of 
their own, to be uneaſy for want by Changing 
place. W 

I fear TI Gall be detained dere a day or two 
longer than I intended, for want of money ; but, 
in all things, I will go as near as I can to your 
demands. I ſhall not have root. to lay down 
till Chriſtmas, Yours, Rich. STEELE, 


| LETTER CCCXVI. To Lady STEELE, 


Dear Prus,  - - [OR. 5, 1717.] 
' OURS of the goth of September now lies 
before me. I have already told you, that 
I cannot pay down 1001. beforehand, for your 
houſe and the like, till the 25th of December; 
from after which day 1 have agreed to be paid 
punctually my ſalary as ſoon as due, that is, 
within ten days after it is due. I take you at 
your word, to pocket none of it, but let it go to 
family uſes; but you ſhall, if you pleaſe, leave 
the houſe-rent out of it, for I will ſpend on my 
children more. than what is barely neceſſary. 
You are a coquet in the expreſſion of ſetting 
« afide the agreeableneſs of my perſon” you 
well know no woman has a better. I wiſh you 
would reſolve to keep a diſcreet, orderly woman, 
to take care of your children; and why may not 
Mrs. Evans do for your bufineſs of providing 
the table and the like? 


I will 


a Ate oo it * ond on Rs — FA, — OO, — 
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Iwill not go in the challe; but will, accord- 


coach. I obſerve that you are pleaſed that I do 
not remove till you come to town: I am very 
„ glad it is agreeable to you. I am very much 
troubled at your poſtſcript ; but what has a wo- 
man of your ſpirit and fortune to do but to live 
in a houſe or lodgings where ſhe is miſtreſs ? But 
I cannot, at this diſtance, underſtand your rea- 
ſons; when we meet, I hope theſe kind of ails 
will be at an end for ever. 

As to money, I have at this hour 8431. due 
to me, and find a very hard matter at any rate 
to ſupply myſelf with caſh to leave the town, 
paying the coach, the houſe bills, new cloathing 
the children, and the like. It is known by thoſe 
to whom I apply that I want it, and I ſhall pay 
enough for it. But nothing is dearer than aſk- 
ing a courtier any thing. There is no doubt of 
Gillmore's * affair being a confiderable fortune, 
and the theatre ſeems to be in a very proſperous 


e See notes on Letter CCLXXIX. p. 165; and Letter 
CCLXXXIV. p. 169. The author of The Ode-maker,” a 
banter on Dean Smedley, printed in the“ Supplement to Swift,“ 
thus glances contemptuouſly, though impotently, at Steele: 

« Or, leſt thy chiming vein ſhould cool,. 

« What if thy friend Sir Richard's Pool 

& Thou didſt deſcribe, in lines and feet 

« For that queer nick-nack, pat and meet; 
Inform the town. this freak being over, 

& He would proceed, and ſoon diſcover 

« An art long doom'd to deep deſpair, 

& And build a caſtle in che air,” 


LETTER 


ing to your Ladyſhip's advice, go in the ſtage- 


way. I am, dear Prue, ever yours, R. STEELE. 
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\ LETTER CCOXVIIL. To Lady Srecte, 
Dran pv, Oct. 8, 171). 
" HAVE been buſtling about the town all 
1 day, and am come home when the poſt lat 
rings. | 
Defpiſe thoſe who uſe you ill, and value thoſe 
Whb love you} ind you will make happy yourſelf, 
and molt humble ſervant, your fond huſband, 


LETTER CCCR VIII. To Lady Srrrrz. 
DA Pave, St: James's-ſtreet, Oct. 9, 171). 
T 7 OURS of OGober the 3d and 5th lie be- 

2 fore me; moſt part of them are about 
things and perſohs that I can only neglect, &c. 
Your journey is a matter of conſequence, and in 
this poſture I will leave it, I will fend you 
down a direction * to be ſent to London with a 
proper direction; and that order ſhall command 
à coach and fix horſes, with a diſereet woman in 
it, to bring you to town. This woman ſhall 
wait upon Mrs. Keck, and have her approba. 


tion, and the whole ſettled with her; which is 


the readieſt way I can think of to follow your 
commands and inclinations. I am, Madam, your 
moſt affectionate huſband, and, Prue, your 
faithful ſexvant, \ Ries. STEELE. 
* 80 the original. 
b LETTER 
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LEFTER cx. To Lady STEris. 


[ 

DAA Pkve, OR. 15, 117 
OURS of the toth, concerning the mbrtz 
gagee's refuſal of his money, is very ſult 
prizing. All that you have to do, is to take no- 
tice of the time when he refuſed it, and you will 
from thence be liable to pay no further intereſt, 
| am giving extravagantly for money; but my 
reſolution is to be rid of blood-ſuckers, though 
| loſe a good deal at their laſt draught from, 
dear Prue, your moſt affectionate huſband, and 
moſt humble ſervant, Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCXX. Tv Lady STEELE: 
Dear PäbE, 108. 17, 1717] 


T HAVE yours of the 12th, and have in- 
I Cloſed a letter to Mr. Thomas. I could n6t 
write to him directly, becauſe I did n6t know 
where his Trejendeg ſtands. You had beſt not 
deſtroy the mortgage, becauſe it may be of uſe 
to have it in being, in defence againſt any other 
ſecurities, till we are both wholly out of debt. 
But, if he inſiſts to have it deſtroyed, do not de- 
lay it, But comply with him, for I ſhall be a 
clear man before N ew-year's diy. But, beſicdes 
ſuch confiderations, while it is undeſtroyed; it 
may, 


x * N | 
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may, by Mr. Thomas's aſſignment of it, at any 
time be ſo much well ſecured for the girls. Vour 
leſſon, therefore is, take up the mortgage, but 
do not tear the inſtrument; but, rather than not 
take it up, tear the inffrument, Your moſt ob- 
ſequious huſband, and moſt humble ſervant, 
Rich. Fritz 


LETTER CCCXXI. To Mrs. SrzIr. 


| DAR PRur, OR. 20, 171). 
XF R many reſolutions and irreſolutions 
A concerning my way of going, I go, God 
willing, to-morrow morning, by the Wakefield 
coach, on my way to Vork and Edinburgh. God 
of his infinite mercy preſerve you, and grant us 
an happy meeting ! 

I am in too great a hurry, for I go on a ſud- 
den; but the next ſtage ſhall bring you a long 
letter from your moſt affectionate huſband, and 
moſt faithful humble ſervant, Rick. STEEL. 


LETTER CCCXXII. To Lady STEELE. 


DAR PrvE, | Stamford, Oct. 23, 1117: 
AM got thus far; and my journey, I think, 
does me as much good for the gout, as rock- 
ing the ſame Way did you for the ſpleen. 

I have 
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have ever propoſed to myſelf to move in as 
ſeful a ſphere to mankind as I was able, and 
ure this journey taken with me Mr. Majon, a 
rench miniſter. (whom you have ſeen) in order 
o ſpeak French readily at my return; for I find 
ne cannot underſtand what paſſes without that 
Lnguage. He lies in the ſame room with me 
n the road; and the loquacity which is uſual 
at his age, and | inſeparable from his nation, at 
nee contributes to my purpoſe, and makes him 
ery agreeable. ' It is my buſineſs, while I am 
abſent from you, to fill my leiſure hours with as 
much innocent amuſement as I can. The chil- 
ren are almoſt always in my head at the ſame 
ime with yourſelf ; and I hope we ſhall, when 
od bleſſes us in a meeting, contrive to make 
them a pleaſure as a care. I take very great 
te of myſelf in hopes of that happy hour, and 
am, your moſt alloctionate, obſequious huſband, 

Rich. STEELE, 


——— — — 


LETTER CCCXXIII. To Lady STEELE. 


Dear PrUE, Edinburgh, Nov. 5, 1717. 
IVE letters from you followed me to this 
place, which I received all at once this 
ay. One of the 21ſt approves my letter to 
r. John Thomas, and deſires you may do 
hat you ſhall think fit by fine, by way of re- 


P ſerving 
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ſerving a reſpeQ from your children, and doiig 
what you think fit with youreſtate® im favour if 
ſach of your children as ſhall pleaſe you mot 
This is what I have often adviſed you to do 
and ſhall never gainſay. 
Another letter is without date, and has in it 
an incloſed note from your coufin Alexander 
What is required there ſhall come to you by ti 
poſt of Thurſday next from this place. A thin 
ſcrip, without date, fays, my < ſetters are ſſ 
and fo ſhall yours,” Kc concludes. Yo Ur 
fourth is in very pleafant humour, which yo 
fay you can ſupport, provided you do net want 
money, and you have beſpoke goſſips for you 
next child; &c. This ts as it ſhould be: ker 
up this ſpirit, and live and reign ; you hall wan 
nothing on my part towards it. 

That which I think muſt have been the 1 
you writ is of the 28th, and ſpeaks of an aff 
rance or obligation that concerns my aunt Scur 
lock. The poſt here comes in and out the ſame 
day ; and I have many other letters to write, { 
_ muſt take till Thurſday alſo for that. I an 
dear Prue, ever yours, Ricn. STEELE 

I ſhall return to London the beginning of next 
week, and I know the Parliament will ſeparat 
for ſome days after they meet, which time! 
would take to come with a coach and fix horſe 


2 deſcended to her eldeſt daughter, N Lady Tre 
vor. See p. 21%. | 
i 


| To Lab STEELE. 222 
thy ——— . If you like 

7 think it would cloſe your negotiations 
ith _.” and drown all impertinencies 
ut us. 


EETTER CCCXXIV. To Lady SrEEIE. 
Dran Prue, Eiton in Scotland, Nov. 11, 1717. 
OURS of October 31 came to my hand 
juſt now between fax and ſeven the ſecond 
noming, I ſhould ſay Monday the third morn- 
ve, goiag into the coach on my return to Lon- 
bn. I hope, God willing, to be at London Sa- 
turday come ſe'nnight. I will pay off the news 
hen I come to town, and forbid it, I defire 
jou would anſwer as to my propoſal of coming 
down for you in a coach and fix with Mrs. 
Clark, which, I think, will pin up your affairs 
mth a good grace, and ſhew your power over 
your moſt obedient huſband, Rick. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCXXV. To Lady STEELE. 
| Duan PavE, Friday, Nov. 15, 1717. 
Pearce Bridge, in the County of Durham, 
AM now at my inn in perfect good health, 
with my limbs much better than uſual, after 
eren days journey from Edinburgh towards 
London, You cannot imagine the civilities and 
donours I had done me there, and never lay bet- 


ter, ate or drank better, or converſed with men. 
P 2 of 
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of better ſenſe than there. I grow very foul 
waiting upon you, and bringing you fy 
Wales, when the Houſe is adjourned for zh 
days; and, fince you hear travelling agrees my 
me, I hope to receive your permiſſion to at 
you. It will be a ridiculous thing for me toy 
down thither without you, and, when you 
there, never come near the place; and I 
firmly reſolved to ſee your territories the if 
leiſure days from Parliament. Therefore n 
muſt confider whethet you will let me bring yu 
or come alone, and go backward and forum 
with me again this winter: for, as for ſeaſm 
and bad roads, I deſpiſe thoſe confideratia 
when I have a view for the good of my famij 
or country. Vours ever, -Ricn. STEEl1 

We ſhall, God willing, be at York on Fri 
and London the Saturday following. 


LETTER CCCXXVI. To Lady STzxr:. 


DEAR PRuk, | [ undated?*] 

OURS lies before me, I mean that of th 
14th. I will add two horſes to you 
equipage. I did not think of a ſtrange won, 
but becauſe you named no one of your acquaink 
ance ; I like Madam Clark as well as any body 
and am glad ſhe will go, for your childr 


# This ſhould have been placed ſomewhat earlier. It! 
anſwer to one from his wile, dated the 14th either of Septem 
or October, 

heartil 


9 
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artily want you. I am glad you reſolve to live 
ell on the road. As to the coldneſs, on this 
bject 1 anſwer very ſincerely, that your Lady- 
ip's coldneſs to me as a woman and a wife has 
nade me think it neceſſary to ſuppreſs the ex- 
eſſion of my heart towards you, becauſe it 
ould not end in the pleaſures and enjoyments I 
ught to expect from it, and which you obliged 
ge to wean myſelf from, till I had ſo much mo- 
ey, &c. and I know not what impertinence. 
od be thanked, this whimſey has not been fatal 
o our love ! It is impoſſible to decline going to 
Scotland for ten thouſand reaſons, as well as re- 
gard to honour and intercſt, I am, dear Prue, 
ver yours, Rich. STEELE. 

| was going to cloſe my letter, when Betty 
ad Moll defire their duty to you. 


LETTER CCCXXVII. To Lady SrRELE. 


Dear Wire, [ undated®*,] 
OU cannot imagine the rage yours put me 
into. How can you believe ] can bear 

he treatment you tell me you receive, as being 
affronted and called fool to your face, by rude 
blockheads ? I could not outlive ſuch an injury 
done you, were | preſent at it; nor know I how 
to ſuffer it as it is, with all the excutes which I 
aWmake to keep myſelf in countenance from their 


B This letter alſo is ſomewhat out of place, It probably was 
ritten a day or two before Letter CCCXVII. p. 206. 
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Nupidity and brutality. If I had patience 
mould debate with you on this ſubject, and all 
how it is poffible a woman of your ſenſe coul 
poſhbly fall into a diſpute with ſuch ideots af 
favages ? But my heart is too much raiſed 9 
chaſtiſe them, to enter into ſuch cool expoſtuly 
tions with you. 

Take it for granted, it is impoſſible to he 
eaſy but with mere correſpondents and kind ſe, I 
vants. You never will be with relations, who ar: 
often apt to think your being in the world a 
injury. For the remainder of our days, let u 
have an entire confidence in each other, with: 
mutual complacency and deſire to pleaſe each 
other; and | ſhall be a protection to you, and 


you a comfort to me againſt all that can happen 
from without. 


| Mrs. Evans is not to be expected down; a, 
when I propoſed to Mrs. Clark what you bid 
me, ſhe did not receive it as ſhe ought, | 
thought; but made ſcruples, and ſeemed to h 
forming a merit in caſe ſhe ſhould comply, 
which ſhewed ſhe would have ſhynefles and air 
that would have made you conſtantly uneaſ. * 
Pluck up a reſolute calm ſpirit, and do not doubt 
but there are people enough to be had fit for your 
; purpoſe, without courting any of your preſent 
acquaintance, I will conſult Mrs. Keck on thi 
ſubject of a maid fit for you, and proper to go 
down to you, of which you ſhall have an account 
+ 7%» 1 4 ..\ U E f 4 , next 


xt poſt. Lou bid me take care of my health ; 
my do you preſerve yourſelf to your little 
xs, who are perfectly well, and your huſband, 
ho cannot be well except you are ſo. 

[ love you with all my ſoul, poor dear Prue, 
jd am for ever yours, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCCXXVIII. To Lady STEELE. 


Dzarx PrRut, Wedneſday Night, Dec. 4, 1717. 
OURS of Sunday was very late notice of 

your arrival. Willmot went to meet you 
hat very day; but, leſt you ſhould eſcape him, 
[ ſend Mr. Evans to meet you on the day you 
hope to come. 1 write this after being in the 
Houſe of Commons from one at noon to twelve 
at night, where King George begins to have 
true and real honeſt power. 

You come in ſmiles, and I will ſacrifice all to 
your good- humour. Obediently yours, 

| R1CH. STEELE. 

I am glad to find journeying agrees with you 

as well as me. I hope we ſhall never part more. 


Thurſday Morn. 


I went to bed laſt night after taking only a 
i little broth ; and all the day before a little tea 


and a piece of bread at the Houſe of Commons. 
i P 4 Temperance 
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: | Temperance and your company, as agree 
as you can make it, will make life tolerable, j 
not eaſy, even with the gout. God give u: 
DaÞpy 1 Yours faithfully, tenderly, & 
i - T0} Rick. STEx, 


LETTER CCCXX'X. To Lady STEELE, 


Dear PrRutz, Monday morn, June 23, 171}. of 
SEND this meſſenger to tell you that! 
ſhall not be with, you till eight o'clock u 

morrow morning. At that hour, God willing Ml L 
1 ſhall reach Hampton- court, and haſten (as fo 
as I have taken up you and the reſt of my deu \ 


cargo) to London, where it is neceſſary 1 ſhoull 

be in the forenoon, I am, dear Prue, your moſt 

affectionate, moſt obedient huſband and ſervant, 

| | Kick. STEELE, 

I was ſo pleaſed with my ſon from his lodging 

O Hampton, that I ſhall, pleaſe God, take hin 
with me to Scotland, 


LETTER 


To ms DAUGHTERS. 2177 
"PEA hog Lala ods rend . 
LETTER Cc XXX. To Mrs. F STEzLE * 

My dear Child, Miſs Berry, til 
NE matter of moment or athen Ss de- 
taĩned me all this day; nor can I ſee you 
to-night. I thank you for your purſe; and, if 
you and 1 live till this day twelvemonth,' you are 
to aſk. me for it again full of gold. God bleſs 
you. Remember me to Molly. Be obſervant 


of the good guardian God has raiſed, for you. 
Rich. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCXXXI. To Mrs. Eu12. STEELE. 


Dzar BETTY, 
F you have à letter from Mrs, Keck to me, 
pray ſend it me by the bearer, ſealed up. 


J ²⁰ QA PI 
. . 4 d % * 4 _ 3, - 

2 a 1 > 4 4 E 
\ 2 So 


You may remember you ſent me one open by $ 
him. He is a very faithful ſervant, but he 4 
might have been otherwiſe for aught you knew; f 
not to ſay that it is alſo reſpect to me to have a 72 
letter from you when 1 ſend you one. M 
Give my moſt humble ſervice to Mrs. Snow Ec 
when you ſee her, and beg her favour to viſit . 
you. You are at your new lodgings; and al- Wo | 
* Afterwards Lady Trevor. See p. 210. —Lady STEELE . | 
appears to have been dead before this letter was written. On 1 f 


her grave · ſtone in Weſtminſter-· abbey there is the following in- 
ſcription : Dame Mary Steele, wife of Sir Richard Steele, 
« knight, daughter and ſole heireſs of Jonathan Scurlock, eſq. 
* of the county of Carmarthen, died Dec. 26, 1718, aged 40 
years; leaving iſſue one ſon and two daughters, Eugene, Eli- 
_ *zabeth, and Mary.” 
| ways 
} 


wo 
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ways preſerve the higheſt reſpet to her for be. 
ing willing to receive yu. 

But it is impoſſible for me to be eaſy without 
ſeeing you every moment I have ſeiſure. I an, 
moſt affectionately, your father, Rica. STE, 

My ſervice to Molly. 

Thad buſineſs kept me at home all day. 


vhal 
Jirec 
ho 
dra) 


ect 


—— — — —— b 
LETTER CCCXXXIH. To Dear BETTY STEIN. 


Dax CniLD, May 21, 1710. 
HAVE your pretty letter, and have ſent to 
know whether I can have any tickets“ or not, 

or whether there will be room; but have not 
yet an anſwer. Be grateful, obedient, and re- 
ſpectful to Mrs. Keck; and you will oblige you 
moſt affectionate father, R1cn.'STEELE, 


—— 


LETTER CCCXXXIIL To Mrs. Ez. STEEL 


Myr Dear Chip, | Aug. 21, 1719. 
HAVE your letter, and am very mud n 

A. pleaſed with the improvement of your hand. 
T earneſtly defire you to be careful of obeying 


This poſſibly might be to a ſplendid ball which was give 
to the young Princeſſes, in the Greenhouſe at Kenſington Gar- 
dens, on the King's birth-day, May 28, the day on which their 
Houſhold-cftabliſhment was firſt formed. 


whatever 
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hate ver your good guardian“ and kind miſtreſsf 
Jire&t; I have been taken up with cares, which, 
hope, will make my children eaſy after me. I 
ray for you and your fiſter, and am your af- 
ectionate father, | Ricn. STEELE. | 


LETTER CCCXXXIV. To Mrs. ErtizantTH 
STEELE, at Mrs. Nazereau's at Chelſea, 


My DEAR Cm», Edinburgh, Sept. 17, 1720. 
KEEP your letters ſafely tied together, in 


0 order to obſerve your improvement, which 
take notice of with great pleaſure. Mrs. Mary's 
of 


mark is no leſs a ſatisfaQtion to me, becauſe it 
WF denotes that ſhe is well, and ſhews her endea- 
yours to converſe with me. But I hope you will 
vo begin to make her fign the firſt letters of her 
name. Be pleaſed to write every other letter in 
Engliſh. To make this eaſy, I will be contented 
that what is written in your mother tongue one 
. poſt, may be in French the next. 

Be very dutiful and obedient to Mrs. Keck, 
and believe me to be the moſt affectionate of fa- 
thers. .* Rick. STEELS» 
Remember me to Molly. 


"I 


LOAD 


Mrs. Keck. 
I 7 Mrs. Nazereau. See next Letter. 
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LETTER CCOXXXV. To Mrs, Ex, * 


K My DEAR CID, Edinburgh, Od. 7, 1929, 
HAVE yours of the zoth of the laſt month; 
and, from your diligence and improvernent 
conceive hopes of your being as excellent a per. 
ſon as your mother: you have great opportuni. 
ties of becoming ſuch a one, by obſerving the 
maxims and ſentiments of her boſom friend, 
Mrs. Keck, who has condeſcended to take upon 
her. the care of you and your fiſter, for which 
you are always to pay her the ſame reſpec as i 
ſhe were your mother. 

I have obſerved that your ſiſter has, for the 
firſt time, written the initial or firſt letters of her 
name. Tell her I am highly delighted to ſee 
her ſubſcription in ſuch fair letters, and hoy 
many fine things thoſe two letters ſtand for when 
ſhe writes them. M. S. is milk and ſugar, mirt) T 
and ſafety, muſick and ſongs, meat and ſauce, as 
well as Molly and Spot, and Mary and Steele. 
| You fee I take pleaſure in converſing with 
you, by prattling any thing to divert you. [ 
hope we ſhall next month have an happy mect- 
ing, when I will entertain you with ſomething 
that may be as good for the father as the chil- 
dren, and conſequently pleaſe us. I am, Ma- 
dam, your affectionate father, and moſt humble 
ſervant, Rich. STEELE» 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXXXVI. To Mrs, Fitz. Srzxxtk. 


. Dear CuiLn, March 29, 172 1. 
r HAVE received yours, and beg your par- 
I don that I did not, as I deſigned, viſit you 
n with your brother; but he was ſo dirty that I 
1 aſhamed to bring him to your ſcbool. ge 
8 beſeech you to continue in the good and dilige 

ay you are in, and you will be an unſpeakab 

n delight and ſatisfaction to, Madam, your moſt 


affectionate father, and moſt obedient humble 


ſervant, ; Ricn. STEELE.” 
nr.. 4 ö T 
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LETTER CCCXXXV.I. To Mrs. Exiz. STEELE; 


— 


DEAR SISTER, 


HAT I may be as good as my word, that 


is, to ſend each of you a pound of tea a- 


piece; one is bohea, the other is green, ſo that 
you may pleaſe yourſelves; but I truſt to your 


generofity what you-will beſtow on a poor com- 
mon ſchool-boy ; and, as you are ladies of good- 


learning, and of good underſtanding and inge- 


nuity, I can but humble myſelf in the higheſt 


degree to ſerve you. My coufin Scurlock gives 
his tendereſt love and affection to you, and joins 
in reſpect to Mrs. Keck, with, Madam, your 

moſt 
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moſt loving brother, and humble ſervant to 
command; EvGENE STEELE *, 


My love to Mrs. M. S. 


— —— 


* 


LETTER CCCXXX VII. To Mrs. EL IZ. SrzkII. 


My DEAK CHilD, April 5, 1721. 
< HAVE received your letter by the penny. 
poſt, and read it with great pleaſure and 
comfort, though I was then a little diſcompoſed, 
1 have to-day had a tooth drawn, and am dif, 
cndered alſo with a cold; but, as ſoon as I go 
out, I will not fail to viſi Mrs. Keck, and my 
dear little ones. 
Service to Miſs Molly; but tell her I an 
forry ſhe. has forgot the charms I find in M. 8. 
Your affectionate father, Rick. STEELE. 


* Eugene Steele had the honour to have Prince Eugene of 
Savoy for his god-father and ſurety at the font. He was ſome 
years under the care of Mr. Solomon Lowe, of Blythe - houſe, 
Hammerſmith, who gave him the character of a fprightly lad, 
„of nne parts. He was afterwards a hopeful ſcholar at that noble 
| foundation where his father was educated, the Charter-houſe. 

Not long after he was taken home to Sir Richard's houſe in 
York-buildings, being indulged (as his genius lay that way) 
in acting plays in the great room there, called the Cenſe- 
rium, his conſtitution is ſaid to have been hurt by frequent 
colds. He appears alſo to have been grievouſly tormented with 
the ſtone, and was cut for that terrible — by the famous 
Cheſelden. See p. 224. 
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LETTER cCC XXXIX. To Mrs. Ex 1z. STEELE. 


My DpzAxR DaucnHTER, April 5, r721- 

THANK you for your kindneſs, which 
makes you attempt to draw your father's 
picture ; but 1 hope, and am confident, you are 
ſtill better employed in imitating the life of your 
excellent mother. Her friend is the beſt ex- 
anple and help you can have in purſuing that 
amiable and worthy pattern, I am this morn» 
ing much better, and purpoſe, God willing, to 
go and. bring bome your brother ; but I ſhall 
not adventure to introduce him to ſuch fine la- 
dies as bis fiſters are till he has got his new 
eloaths. I am, dear child, moſt affectionately 


yours, Rich. STEELE, 
My thanks and fervice to M. S. 


LETTER CCCXL., To Mrs. Eriz. STEELE. 


My DEAR BerTTy, April 12, 1721. 

RITE this carefully over again with the 
amendment of a large letter beginning 
every line, as likewiſe the ſtops as pointed to 
you ; and ſend both this, and what you write 
again, to, Madam, your moſt affectionate fa- 
ther, and moſt hunible ſervant, Rica. STEELE, 


LETTER 


| | 
| 
| 
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faults,” and which 1 Will, ſhew you when I ſee 


2 My DEAR Gene, Feb. 11, 1721-22. 


1 CCCXLI, To Mrs. Erg. STEELE, , 
My DraAR Cn1LD, April 14, 1721, 


HAVE received yours bf this day, with the 
” eotreted copy, in which thefe are ſtill ſome 


you. In the mean time, as I take pleaſure in 
inftruing you from the diligence I ſee in you, 
I'remark to you, that you are apt to add floy. 
riſhes to your writing. To this you muſt by 
no means accuſtom yourſelf, but remember that 
plainneſs and fimplicity are the chief beauties in Ino 
all works and performances whatſoever. Be ( 
pleaſed to forbear adding at the end of a verſe a {Wd 
line as thus ——. Lou have done fo to every | 
line of this laſt copy, In the -main, you have 

done it very well, and to the ſatisfaction of, I 
Madam, your moſt affectionate father, and moſt 
humble ſervant, | Rich. STEELE. 


LETT. CCL. To Lita: ELIZABETH bret 
MoLLY STEELE. 


OUR brother is, juſt now, at eaſe, after 
great torment of the gravel or ſtone *. 1 
love you all ſo tenderly that my tears are ready 
to flow when | tell you that I am, deareſt crea- 
tures, your molt affectionate father, and moſt 
humble ſervant, Kick. STEELE. 


* Sec P- 222. 
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LETTER CCCXLIT. To Mrs. Ex iz. STEzLE, 


My pear CHILD, March 31, 1722. 
BEG your pardon that I made Mrs; Keck's 
ſervant ſtay ſo long ; it was occafioned by a 
cowd of people importunate to ſpeak with me 
n my coming to town®., I ſend you ſuch tick- 
asf as I can by our preſent rules; and am, with . 
joy in your hopeful behaviour and toward ſpi- 
it, Madam, your moſt affectionate father, and 
moſt humble ſervant, Rich. STEELS» 
Give my moſt humble ſervice to your good 
and honoured guardian. 


[ETTER CCCXKLIV. To Mrs. EL1z. STEELE. 


Dear CnilD, May 24, 1723. 

SEND the franks for Mrs. Bullock, to 
whom I defire you to write with great gra- 
titude and reſpect, always remembering the great 
obligation you have to her for ſo tender an edu- 4 
cation. I am, dear Betty, your moſt affectionate A 
father, and moſt humble ſervant, R. STEELE. 2 


He was juſt then elected into parliament for Wendover. 
+ Either for the theatre at Drury-lane, or for ſome concert 
n York-buildings. In the latter buſineſs Steele was principally 
concerned, by which he did not better his circumſtances. 
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LETTER CCCXLV. To Mrs. Ez. STEEL 


My DEAR CHILD, July 15, 1723 
HAVE received a letter from you, bu 
_ without a date; which, my dear, was a grex 
omiſhon. I ought not to find faults in ſo kind 
and fo affectionate an epiſtle; but exaCtneſ is 
an excellent quality, which every one may he 
miſtreſs of, and therefore I would not have you 
want it. - am much better than | was, and at 
tribute my recovery to the prayers of my dear 
children. I have taken a great deal of pains ty 
ſerve the world, and hope God will allow ne 
ſome time to ſerve my own family. My good 
girl, employ yourſelf always in ſome good work, 
that you may be as good a woman as your mo- 
ther. Pray remember me to dear little Molly; 
and know me for, Madam, your affectionate tx. 
ther, and humble ſervant, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCCXLVI. To Mrs. EL1z. STEELE. 


My DEAR CHILD, | | OR. 1, 1723 
"[*HIS confefles to my dear children, that! 
came to this place three weeks ago with 

very heavy heart; but | hope 1 am now better, 
and defire Betty to write to me, and let me know 
what ſhe hears from Mrs. Bullock, and the like 
accounts, tor my ſoul is wrapped up in you! 
| welkate; 
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welfare; and I am, dear children, your moſt af- 


ſectionate * and moſt humble ſervant, 


Ricn. "64-0 


Direct © To Sir Richard Steele, Member of 
« Parliament, at Bath.“ 


LETTER CCCXLVII. To Mrs. ELtz. STEELE. 


Dear BETTY, Bath, Nov. 2, 1723. 
HAVE your letter of the zoth from Mrs. 
[ Snow, I writ to Mrs. Nazereau in great 
concern, not hearing from you, and deſired her 
tochide you very ſeverely, if you were in health, 
for omitting to write to me in the diſtreſs you 
muſt needs think I was in when I heard nothing 
of you: your mourning* was no manner of ex- 
cuſe; for you might have found time to write to 
your father, whatever other buſineſs you had. I 
defire you would give my moſt humble ſervice 
to Mrs. Snow; I know not how to behave my- 
ſelf under the obligation of your being ſuch a 
trouble as you muſt needs be at her houſe. Let 
me know as ſoon as Mrs. Bullock comes to town. 
My ſervice to Molly. Iam, dear Betty, your 
affectionate father, and moſt humble ſervant, 
Rich. STEELE, 


* On what occaſion does not appear. 
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LETTER CCCXLVIIL. To Mrs. EL Iz. Srzmy 


Mv Dear CHir p, Nov. 20, 1723 


ACKOWLEDGE the receipt of your kind 
letters, and defire you to write to me once 


| every week, which will be a great comfort ty <4 

me, and, I hope, haſten my recovery and our p 
meeting. I am, dear child, your affectionate 1 

father, and moſt humble ſervant, R1CH. STEELE, * 

Love to Molly. 0 4 

| het 

LETTER CCCXLIX. To Mrs. En 12. SEI - 
Mr DEAR CHiLD, Nov. 22, 1723. in 


HAVE your letter with the news of Eu- 
gene's death“, and your refleCtions thereupon. ¶ de 
Do you and your fiſter ſtay at home, and do not 
go to the funeral. Lord grant me patience! b 
Pray write to me conſtantly. Your affectionate 
father, and obedient ſervant, Rica. STEELE. f 
Why do not you mention Molly ? Is ſhe 
dead too ? ; to 


— ——  — — — — — 
/ LETTER CCCL. To Mrs. EL Iz. STEELE. 


My Dear CniLlD, Bath, Dec. 14, 1723. 
OU muſt pardon me if I write to you by 
a ſervant's hand, becauſe 1 Hove a great 


* See Letter CCCXXXVII. p. 222, 
deal 
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deal of bufineſs to do to night, and therefore 
cannot, under my preſent infirmity, do it in my 
own hand. I know nothing of the gentlewoman 
with whom you are left, but depend very much 
upon Mrs. Bullock's conduct and judgement. 
You ſay the gentlewoman who is your governeſs 
is a very 'well-bred woman. If ſhe proves ſo to 
me, I ſhall honour her as my fiſter, for the juſ- 
tice and kindneſs ſhe ſhews to you. Pray ſhew 
her this letter, and tell her ſo. You fay ſhe never 
was abroad in any dependent way before. Pray 
defire her to write to me, to let me know what 
terms ſhe is upon, that I may proceed accord- 
ingly for her ſervice. I am, my dear child, 
moſt tenderly affected with the kind and pru- 
dent expreſſions in your letter; but cannot 
ſpeak my mind to you till I ſee you, which, I 
hope, will be about the time the Parliament 
meets. I am, dear Betty, your moſt affectionate 
father, and moſt hnmble ſervant, Rica. STEELE. 
Give my love to your ſiſter Molly, and ſervice 
to Mr. Snow and Mrs. Snow. 


LETTER CCCLI. To Mrs. EL1z. STEELE. 


7 My deareſt dear CHILD, Bath, Dec. 21, 1723. 
i HAVE yours of the 19th, for which I 

thank you ; am preparing to come to town. 
God grant a happy meeting between you and 


Q3 your 


vant, Rick. STEELE. 
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your moſt affectionate father, and moſt humble 
ſervant, Rick. STEEL. 


LETTER CCCLI. To Mrs. Exiz. SERIE. 


Dear BETTY, Jan. 8, 1723-24. 
HIS is to let you and your fiſter know I am 
in good health, and, dear creature, your 
affectionate father, and moſt humble ſervant, 
| Rica. STz::z, Dea 
My ſervice to Mrs. Baker. 


LETTER CCCLII. To Mrs. Exz. Sree: i 


My DEAR LITTLE GIRL, April 5, 1724. 
RAY ſend me word when Mrs. Evans and 
you begin your journey, and let her know 

ſhe ſhall be well received here by all us country 
people. God ſend us an happy meeting ! Dear 
child, your affectionate father, and humble ſer- 


Give my ſervice to the good old man, and to 
his ſon, and his ſons, and his couſin Betty. 


LETTER 


5 
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; IETTER CCCLIV. To Mrs. Ertz. STEELE, 


Dzar BETTY, April 8, 1724. 
DESIRE you to be carefully dreſſed to-day 
[ in your black, in order to receive a viſitant 
u honour of your brother: let your ſiſter be 
n her white; and be both as chearfully ſuited as 
jou can be, I ſhall call upon you ſoon after 
dinner, and am your friend upon all occaſions. 
Dear Betty, your obedient, faithful father, 
RICH. STEELE. 


LETTER-CCCLV. To Mrs. Eurz. STzzLz. 


Dear BETTY, June 25, 1724. 
WAS much troubled to find you were ſent 
to my lodgings with your keys. I hope you 

will find every thing right there. But, be exact 
in all your affairs hereafter, and we ſhall meet 
vith fewer diſappointments than we have hi- 
therto met with. I am, your affectionate fa- 
ther, Rich. STEE LFy 


7 
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LETTER CCCLVI. Mr. Moc Ax to bi eſce 


RICHARD STEELF. 


HoxoURED 1 | Dec. 6, 1724, 
CAME on purpoſe, on Friday evening, te 
wait on you, in order to return you thanks 

for all favours, but particularly for the honoy 
you were pleaſed to do me in fignifying your 
and pretty Mrs. Steele's thoughts, in relation tg 
her unfortunate, though fincere humble ſervant; 
but it ſeems my viſit was unſeaſonable; and, 
fince that time, I have not been very well, 6 
hope you will pardon me for not making my ac 
know ledgements earlier. Mr. Prichard was very 
Juſt in delivering me your meſſages; but the 
laſt at once awed me into filence, otherwiſe 
| ſhould not have been under the ſame roof with. 
out paying my reſpects th you; but when 
I found my company was rather an offence 
than otherwiſe, 'I - choſe to withdraw. It is 
with the utmoſt concern that I obſerve the 
young lady is pleaſed to conceive a particular 
prejudice to me. However, notwithſtanding all 
that, I muſt beg leave to aſſure you that I ſhall 
always have the utmoſt veneration for worthy 
Sir Richard Steele, and his fair, but cruel, daugh- 
ter, though with a diſintereſted view; and I fin- 
cerely with her all the happineſs imaginable in 
her choice; for fince the lady, as I apprehend, 
| | | 5 


LI 
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5s pleaſed to command my filence, I muſt acqui- 
eſce under the ſevere ſentence, and ſhall endea- 
your to avoid giving either of you any offence 3 
put, on the contrary, if ever it lies in my way 
to be ſerviceable to you or yours, none ſhall be 
eadier to obey your commands than, good Sir, 
your moſt obliged, and moſt obedient humble 
ſervant, ED. MorGaAN. 
My humble ſervice attends good Mrs. Steele. 


LETTER CCCLVII. Sir RicyarDd STEELE to 
Mr. MorGan®. 


Six, Dec. 7, 1724. 
HAD the other day the honour of a meſ- 
ſage from you by Mr. Prichard, with an ac- 
count that you had the greateſt reſpect and love 
for my daughter, and a requeſt of my permiſſion 
to make your -addreſs to her. I told Mr, Pri- 
chard, that he who was to have her, muſt win 
© her and wear her; that ſhe was a girl of good 
„ ſenſe, and 1 ſhould take that with her in 
* whomſoever pretended to her;“ but, upon 
ſpeaking of the ſame ſubject that evening, and 
mentioning your civility for her, to her, ſhe told 


From a paper in the hand- writing of Lady Trevor, intituled, 
« An exact copy of a letter my father wrote to Mr. Edward 
Morgan, in anſwer to a meſſage he fent him by Mr. Prichard, 
« December the 6th, 1724.” 
| me 
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me with a great deal of calmneſs and eaſe, that 
* ſhe was very young, and very well contented 
& to wait her time and choice under my care; 

and begged of me to let you know, that nothing 
could do her a greater offence than ſuch an ap. 
plication, I told Mr. Prichard this the ſame 
evening ; but I cannot forbid it with more ear- 
neſtneſs than I do now, and defire you would 
give my ſervice to your father, to whom I am, 
as well as to you, Sir, your moſt obedient, hum. 
ble ſervant, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCCLVIII. Mr. Moxcaw to Si 
RICHARD STEELE. 


HoxouRED Sin, Dec. 19, 1724. 
AM ſo much at a loſs for a ſufficient apo- 
logy for my importunity on this occafion, Wl bu 

that I ſubmit myſelf entirely to your clemency, WW 

which, by all accounts, has hitherto been very Wo! 
extenſive, but particularly ſo in favour of the Wh 

diſtreſſed; which, ſince it is my misfortune to 
be one of that body at preſent, I hope to meet 
with your indulgence, if nat compaſſion. 

Self- preſervation is what is natural to moſt; 

and, with that view, I flatter myſelf, you will 

pardon me, if I once more beg a favourable 
thought from you, and, if poſſible, from the 
young lady your daughter; 3 for her moſt irre- 
ſiſtible 


„ 
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ble charms have, in my own defence, obliged 
ge to be thus troubleſome. Give me leave 
en, dear Sir, to tell you, that I find it is im- 
wffible for me to avoid having the utmoſt love 
ind reſpect for pretty Mrs. Steele, though, in 
purſuance to her ſevere decree, which I hope is 
zot yet final, I have made it my ſtudy to act as 
greeably thereto as poſhbly 1 could; for, ra- 
ther than give her the leaſt uneaſineſs, I would 
vrture myſelf firſt. I do not doubt but my fa- 
wer's circumſtances and mine have been ren- 
tered to you in a worſe light than what, pro- 
bably, upon a due enquiry, they may appear to 
be. I beg leave to affure you, that my defigns 
ue grounded upon a foot of honour; and then, 
[ hope, you will imagine thoſe affairs muſt have 
come to light. However, it is an uſual thing to 
meet with back-friends upon theſe occaſions ; 
but probably I may find them out at long-run. 
Were it poſſible the lady could conquer all 
objections to my perſon, I believe I ſhould be 
able to convince you that my fortune 1s not de- 
ſpicable ; yet I muſt own it is a trifle when in 
competition with ſo much perſonal merit, which 
to me outbalances fortune, any more than what 
may be abſolutely neceſſary to render the affairs 
of this world as happy as may be: bur, were I 
maſter of ever ſo great a fortune, I ſhould never 
think it ſo well beſtowed as upon your daughter. 
[ heartily aſk pardon for treſpaſſing ſo long upon 
your 


nat 
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your patience ; ſo ſhall only beg that my mo 
fincere humble ſervice may be acceptable to th 
young lady, and that you would believe that] 
am, with the utmoſt reſpect, Sir, your mo 
obliged and obedient humble ſervant, 

| Ep. Moxcay, 


LETTER -CCCL'X. Sir RicuARQU STEELY v 
Mr. MorGan *. 


_ 81m, Dec. 20, 1724, 

HAVE the favour of yours of the 19th in. 

ſtant, about the ſame matter to which | 

thought | had fully anſwered before. Speaking 

of © back-friends” is unneceſſary, for indeed 

nobody can bave any power with-me but what 

ſhould be neceſſary for affairs of that kind con- 

cerning which I am talking therefore nobody . 

could poſhbly lay any exceptions concerning 

* you, or your family. But there was no diſpute 
, raiſed about that matter in the leaſt; the young 
woman did not enter into any enquiry concern- 
ing your circumſtanceg, neither does ſhe yet. 
Therefore I carneſtly defiie you will lay aſide all 
thoughts of this kind; for the child is young 
and diſcreet, and utterly declares againſt admit- 


* From a paper in the hand-writing of Lady Trevor, intituled, 

% An exact copy of an anſwer my father wrote to a letter of 
« Mr.”Morgan's, December the zoth, 1744.” 
; 9 5 ting 
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g your courtſhip, which I defire you would 
leaſe to forbear, and you will very much 
blige, Sir, your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
RicH: STEELE, 


5 — 


IrTER CCCLX. To Mrs. MorLy SrEEILE. 


Dzar MoLLy, Feb. 6, 1724-25. 
Y Coufin Scurlock ſends me word, you 
are mighty uneaſy for coming hither. 
My dear child, you ſtayed at your own requeſt, 
and I am heartily glad that you think of coming 
to me, where you ſhall enjoy all the happineſs 
that you can. I am glad allo to hear my Couſin 


kinks of coming with you when the coach 
_ comes to Hereford * in better time. She ſhall 


t« In 1725,” ſays Mr. Victor, Sir Richard Steele let 
London. He retired to the city of Hereford, and was lodged 
#:znd boarded there at the houſe of a mercer, who was his 
«zpent, and receiver of the rents of an encumbered eftate of fix - 
hundred pounds a year, which Sir Richard obtained by his 
[ate wife :—at his death it devolved to his two daughters, who 
« were both well married. I was told he fetained his cheartul 
« ſweetneſs of temper to the laſt ; and would often be carried out 
"in a ſummer's evening, where the country lads and lafſes were 
*2afſembled at their rural ſports, —and, with his pencil, gave an 
* order on his agent, the mercer, for a new gown to the beſt 
„dancer. In the year 1727, when I was a /evee-bunter, and 
| *making an intereſt with the firſt miniſter, that good old man 
| * hearing of it, incloſed me an open letter to Sir Robert Wal- 

„pole, that, I remember, began thus: If the recommendation of 
" the moſt obliged man can be of any ſervice to the bearer —Sir Ro- 
dert received it with his uſual politeneſs,” See ViCTOR's 
*Dramatic Pieces, Poems, and Original Leners,” vol. I. 
5. 339, yo. 1776. 
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have all the welcome this place will afford he 
which you may tell her from your affectioma 
father, Rich. STteLs, 


LETTER CCCLXI*. To Mrs. ELIz. STzz:i; LE] 


My DEAREST CHILD, March 3, 1725-26, 
OU were indiſcreet to ſend Sandy her 
yeſterday night, for he is a gentleman] 
have ſome reaſon to know very well. 

Give my moſt humble ſervice to Mrs. Scur. 
lock, and to Mrs. Bevans. There is no need of 
bidding you be civil to all you fee kind to me. 
I am, dear girl, your dutiful and compaſſionate 
father, Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCCLXII. To Mrs. MaRY STEEIt. 7 


My dear, dear MoLLy, July 22, 1728. 
WRITE to you becauſe Mr. Duke is going Ml 

to Briſtol, I defire you would give my ſer-· . 

vice to Dr. Lane; and remember, dear Molly, 
your ever loving and affectionate father, 


; Rich. STEELE T. 
We « 


* There is no direction to this letter; but at the bottom of it 


is written Mr. Plaxton ; and it is indorſed, by Lady Trevor, 
« My Father's.” 


+ On Monday the firſt inſtant, at about ten at night, died 
« at Carmarthen, in South Wales, Sir Richard Steele, knight, 


« Well 
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We are here in great joy becauſe my mare 


N brought a foal, a male one, after eleven 
months time. | 


LETTER CccLXIII *. Mr. Meyricks to Miſs 
STEELE, 


— 


MapAV, | Pembrokeſhire. 
HAVE lately heard a very excellent cha- 
rater of the honeſty of John Trelogan ; 
and, as I know how to eſteem every recommen- 
dation of yours, I therefore employ him ia a 
aſe of the higheſt importance to myſelf, the 
carriage of a hundred weight of love, right good 
5 any in England, at your ſervice, Do not let 
your generous temper be in pain to make any 
return; I muſt aſk none. Allow me leave to 


"well known by his many eminent writings. He formerly 
« ſerved in parliament for the boroughs of Stockbridge, Bo- 
*roughbridge, and Wendover, and paſſed through ſeveral emi- 
nent ſtations, Viz. a Commiſſioner of the Forteited Eſtates, 
« Maſter of the Theatre-royal in Drury-lane, &c. He married 
the only child and heireſs of John [ Jonathan] Scurlock, of the 
town of Carmarthen, eſq. by whom he had iſſue two daugh- 
ters, who are unmarried.” Weekly Medley, Sept. 13, 1729. 

„We hear a ſtately monument will be put up in Weſtminſter 
Abbey to the memory of Sir Richard Stecle, at the expence 
« of Sir Robert Walpole.” Britiſh Journal, Sept. 20, 1729. 

* Of this and the ten following letters, nine are undated, and 
it is not eaſy to place them in their exact order of time. From 
three of them the name of the writer is cut off. The hand- 
writing, however, ſhews that this and five others are from Mr, 
Meyricke. Letter CCCLEX VII, is in a different hand, 


I ſend 


o 
\ 
o 
. 
o 
o 
ö 
1 


] 
5 
0 


fend you all I have, for I am abundantly ſup. 


chaſe. You will, perhaps, draw a charge of: 


that, and yet much more, to ſay for itſelf, if you 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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plied, and think it no trouble; for, believe me 
it is no trouble at all, Couſin. In mighty pan 
ſurely, I have convinced you, Madam, how con. 
formable I can be to your command, fince ] 
have left your preſence, where my only quiet 
and repoſe dwell. It is true, | might find more 
ſafety, but I buy it at a moſt extravagant pur. 


very ready ſhew of diſobedience even in my de- 
claration of it, becauſe you have commanded 
me not to love: but, not to love, is not to live; 
and not to love you, would be death in the worſt 
form it can appear in. Do not, my fair unbe. 
liever, urge my crime in this, ſince | would die 
to be obedient to you in any thing; for it is the 
juſt reſolve and conſtitution of my mind. If 
my paſſion can be recommended by its purity, 
by its religious and heavenly fondneſs, it has 


would hear it. When you meet with any body 
that can love you better, that will more readily 
. ſubject his little life and fortune to your plea- 
ſure and inclination, I muſt then only learn to be 
content from your happineſs, and I muſt for 
ever own myſelf in the moſt religious rights, and 
greateſt tenderneſs of my ſoul, dear Mrs, Steele, 
your moſt 3 fond admirer, and ever- 
more devoted, EssEX Mek MegvrickE®. 


* The name is cut away. 


LETTER 


eo WWETTER CCCLXIV. Mr. MarxickE to Miſs 
I STEELE, 


MapaM, Pruſh, Thurſday, Jan. 6, 1730 *. 

o LD I apprehend any danger when I 
conform to your commands, I might have 
cen extremely ſenfible of it laſt Monday night, 
hen I met about a thouſand coal-pits, with open 
nouths ready to devour me, juſt covered over 
ith ſnow, and, under that diſguiſe of their com- 
jection, might have enſnared a man much more 
n his ſenſes than myſelf. In all theſe threaten- 
g dangers, my charming Stella diverted my 
bughts and every the greateſt fright and fear 
removed from before my eyes by the pleaſ- 
gg idea I had of that lovely creature. Thus, 
Madam, am I thankful for the noble inſpiration 
ou give my ſoul of courage and conſtancy, 


form I can poſſibly meet with in life. It may, 
ndeed, be very inconfiſtent with a modern fine 


der any thankſgiving to the Divine Providence 
for his protection; but ſure it cannot offend the 
pod, the pious Miſs Steele. No; it is to that 
finite, All-wiſe Being, who trieth the very 
heart, that I pray to ſhew me mercy; to Him 
et me be inſtant in prayer, who ſees all things 


* I ſuppoſe 1729-30. | 
R intuitively ; 
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ich will enable me to brave the fury of every 


8 


gentleman, or a lover, before his miſtreſs, to 


er > e 
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intuitively ? and mayqhis influence direct and gg. 

* vern you when it is poffible for your own human 
| prudence to fail you! T am, my lovely Creature, 
every way engaged to you; and ſurely it con. 
cerns you not a little, in the excellency of your 

mind as a good Chriſtian, to ſupport me a little 
better under my preſent inquietude, and preat 10 
ſuſpence of happineſs. Oh! would you bu * 

take one view of my ſoul, and ſee the rejoicings * 

it has at the pleaſure you could give it! Do, my 
charmer, lay one obligation upon me, which 1 


every part of my lite would be induftriouſy 1 
employed to return. I wiſh you would ſee with 4 
what a diſintereſted paſſion I am yours. But why 3 
ſhould I be thus importunate to a generous, 
mind, which has the gift of charity ? I pray the | 
Almighty to govern and direct you in the right G 
uſe of it; and believe me, dear Miſs Steele, o 
be for ever yours, Ess Ex Mek Mceyricks. % 

If you cannot ſend me ſomething to live upon n 
here, I muſt ſee Carmarthen ſoon ; /hall 1? 4 


LETTER CCCLXV. To Miſs STzere*. I 


Map AN, [ undated], { 
T ſeems it is in love, as it is in the worſhip of 
the Gods: we are ſtill to ſupplicate, ſtill to 
pray, though the Deity we adore gives us no poli- 
*. 4 | 
| * The rame is cut from this Letter; but it is Mr, Meyricke's 
- hand- writing. 


tive 


* — 2 
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ye aſſurance of mercy, by a gracious appearance 
x promiſe to us. We are bid, indeed, in one 
aſe, to hear Moſes and the prophets ;*” but 
hich are my unhappy circumſtances, that I have 
ho certain known rules to go by; however, 
ſhall keep cloſe to the letter of the law, and 
« love without ceaſing.” Under this uncertain 
fate and perplexity I may, with more juſtice 
than the child-bed lady, aſk, © What hve I 


2 done, ye Gods, to deſerve thus?“ Be till, O 
; my ſoul ! and pleaſe thyſelf with thoſe imagi- 
„ons, that thy great diſtractions will, ſome 
i time or other, have a happy end. The Spec- 


tator has obſerved, that to be enamoured 
«with a lady of ſenſe and virtue, is an im- 
« proyemment of the underſtanding and morals.” 
[ own I have an exceeding good opinion of my 
Governeſs ; only I think her-diſcipline a little too 
ngid and ſevere at preſent for my tender na- 
ture; but I hope there will be nothing wanting 
in her indulgent care, as I am ſure there ſhall 
not in my honeſt endeavours * ., , . . . 
[ with you would ſuffer it to be argued by my- 
ſelf or counſel. I will make my regard known 
for your perſon by every thing that can be done, 
[ eſteem you too precious to be bought or ſold, 
or I would offer all I have with a frank and 


* Here a few words are purpoſely cut out. 


R 2 honeſt 


/ 


| lights, that I would wiſh you, as a friend, ney 


« fince I left Carmarthen ; a very tedious and me- 
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Honeſt Heart, which'you ſhall' be acquainted wig 
| os ſoon as you pleaſe, My rivals may proba 


be better able to putchkſe the pleaſant fields d 
Llanguner, which have ſo many beauties and dt 


to part with them: but I fain would be the pur- 
chaſer of your perſon, and I freely bid my lif 
and fortune, which I ſhall never have occafion 
to murmur or repine at, till you declare them 
below your notice. Teach me, 6h! inſtruc 
me, dear Miſs Steele, how to value both, an 
let me live in love and truth eternally yours, 
Your horſe has promiſed me the honour of lig 
viſit to- morrow. . ſir 


" „„ & © & 
( | 


LETTER CCCLXVI. Mr, Mzyz1cxs to Mi 
STEELE, at Mrs. Scurlock's, This. 
Mapan, Pruſh, Sunday Morn, Eight o'Clock?, 

CCORDING ro the beſt calculation I can 
make, it is now a hundred and fixteen 
hours, thirteen minutes, and three ſeconds, &c. 


lancholy time, under which I have been chiefly 
ſupported by the parſon of the pariſh, who is 
indeed a good ſenſible brown man, only a little 
unhappy in his too great reliſh for the very 
thirſty weed of tobacco, and the liquid manu- 
facture of our country, ale. The near approach 


— * — © F727 m4 Q_ = 7 2 


® There is no other date to this Letter. 
0 
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the very ſolemn ſeaſon juſt at hand, led us 
0 eee ſuitable to the occaſion ; ; and, 
0 the progreſs of our diſcourſe, he ſo well infi- 
mated himſelf into a familiarity with me, that 
be gained the inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul, where 
he | found ſuch gloomy ſorrow and ſadneſs as 
trew his compaſſion, and, I hope, may in time 
keſerve yours, or I muſt have recourſe to him, 
on ſome more able and diſcreet miniſter, for 
zhoſtly counſel, &c. The poor man, in the ho- 
kelly of his heart, for the good of religion, and 
to the beſt of his capacity, directed the moſt re- 
igious uſe of my affections, and urged very 
ſtrong and ſacred reaſons againſt © ſetting my 
heart too much upon the things of this 
„world. But ſuch is the depravity of nature, 
far Doctor, I cannot help it. Heaven forgive 
me, if it can be my offence to love Miſs Steele 
too much, and puniſh me for that crime towards 
ny other lady! Being at preſent in a good diſ- 
poſition of mind to prepare myſelf for the next 
yorld, I intend, by the aſſiſtance of God, this 
day to anſwer the moſt poſitive command of 
Heaven ; and I am perſuaded, in the purity of 
my conſcience, that I can give no offence. in 
this very ſolemn aſſurance under my hand, 
that I love you above the world, abſtracted from 
my views of fortune, but merely on account of 
your agrecable perſon, pretty ſenſe, moſt excel- 


lent temper, and very ſweet endowments of 
j R 3 good - 


— 
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 good-nature in its primitive ſenſe. But if yo 
reſolutions are unalterahle, your inclinations d 
ferent from any thing in me, and you can ne 
ther be thus charitable gr generous as to rewa 
ſo well- grounded a paſſion, I can then great 
lament my endleſs misfortune, and reſolve ney, 
more to give trouble, or offence, where I love 
well. But, if you are not very determined: 
the contrary, I will chearfully ſerve in pre: 
conſtancy your own time, though naturally 
impatient a lover as you have met with. D 
not abſolutely deſpiſe the honeſty and ſimplici 
of this heart; if you reſolve againſt it, urge i 
crime in loving too much, and declare your di 
like of too fond a huſband. You may moſt cet 
tainly oblige me fo far, as to make me confor 
to every thing you pleaſe ; for I know not ho! 
it happens, but ſo it is, I had much rather 
your ſlave, than claim a ſuperiority over an 
lady I ever ſaw. Your generous temper ma 
perhaps, deſpiſe ſo ſervile a declaration; b 
ghee it is to you only I can ſo far refign myfel 

erhaps you may like better to be treated wit 
"the power and authority of a very huſband. ! 
deed you may truſt yourſelf with any perſo 
for you have ſuch winning engagements as ca 
ſooth and ſoften the moſt contradictory temper 
therefore you need not wiſh a greater variety e 
choice: loſe as little time as poſlible, for you 
joys will be confirmed at a time when oth 


peopl 


_ 
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ple are to be wiſhed into them by their 
fiends, Vou have admirers enough, Madam, 
o pay you compliments; but if truths, as di- 
fine and ſacred as any I have found in good 
hooks, which I have been converſant with theſe 
three days, can recommend what I ſay, you are 
beyond expreſſion dear to me; and every thing 
you do, and ſay, gives me admiration and plea- 
ſure,” but when you ſpeak my death. I have 
been ſo very happy.as to be ſupported by the 
moſt engaging friendſhip that I have yet met 
with in life, without which I had ſunk in very 
bitter anguiſh of thought long before this day. 
May you be bleſſed with all that Heaven can 
ſend you; and believe me to be, from niy inmoſt 
foul, dear Miſs Steele, yours, as much as poſ- 
fible man can be, EssExö MES MEYRICKE. L 
My nerves, Madam, are exceeding good, for 
my ſhaking hand is only a natural conſequence 
of my aching heart at this juncture, 


LETTER CCCLXVII. To Miſs STEzLE e, in 
Carmarthen, South Wales. Turn at Glouceſter. 


A UT of fight out of mind,” is a proverb 

which, on many occaſions, might be 
founded in truth. Miſs. Steele, perhaps, at 
| preſent 
The name is cut away from this letter, which is in a dif- 


ferent hand-writing from the four which precede, and the two 
R 4 | that 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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preſent may beſt know wherein it has been ver 
fied. Give me leave to aſſure you, it is not ſo 


and ornament of her ſex. 
ſervices in times paſt were, or would be now, 


me not the leaſt faithful, nor the leaſt ſenſible of 


ſenſe, ſuch as you are the happy miſtreſs of, will 


thy, will be found unacceptable; myſelf too 


that follow, It is alſo undated ; but was probably written about 


18. I am inclined to believe it to be from Mr. Harcourt. In 
a news- paper of the time is the following article : April 28, 


LETTERS To 


with me in reſpect to one who is the very grace 


Permit me, Madam, to ſend you this noy 
only as the tribute of my wiſhes, where my pour 


leſs regarded. However, had you thought me 
worthy of that heart, which you keep reſeryed 
for ſome other, happly you would have found 


the obligation. But beauty, goodneſs, and good - 


always claim the beſt wiſhes and good-will of 
the moſt uncivilized and barbarous. But fince 
praiſe from ſome, even to the moſt praiſe-wor. 


conſcious of the application, I ſhall decline the 
unwelcome taſk. 

It would be too romantic to tell you into what 
an abyſs of melancholy + . . . . .. 
» & +» +» » oe + ©» fell into on parting 


March, 1730, a little before the death of Mrs. Mary Steele, 
which happened at Briſtol, of a lingering conſumption, April 


4 1730, a marriage is concluded between Mr, Harcourt, a Car- 
« marthenſhire gentleman, and the eldeſt daughter of Sir Ri- 


4 chard Steele. I need not add, this was equally falſe with the 


report of her being married to Mr. Philips, See Letters 
CCCLXXI. and CCCLXXIV. 


+ Some words are here cut away. 


from 
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fom you (Heavens forbid the omen !) I hope 
yo preſage of any ill accident. Why could not 
1, the moſt faithful, though meaneſt, of your 
ſervants, be permitted to ſee you to your jour- 
ney?s-end? I could have returned with pleaſure 
had I but ſeen you ſafe ; but you thought other- 
wiſe, and it becomes me to be ſilent. 

* * . 0 . * * . * . . * . * 
[ bope her late indiſpoſition has left her; if 
not, I hope no time will be loſt towards a ſpeedy 
application for the recovery of her health. Her 
returning to the Hot-well, as ſhe talked of, 
would be the beſt reſolution ſhe could take. I 
find a very ſenſible benefit already by theſe wa- 
ters. I would with pleaſure meet her half-way, 
could I but know the time of her coming ; but 
the fear of diſobliging a lady of my acquaint- 
ance prevents me in the pleaſure of waiting up- 
on her at Carmarthen. Faireſt, adieu! 


L E T T E R OCCCLXVIINE 


SIR, 
AJ time and my thoughts are ſo employ- 


ed about m/] poor fiſter (who grows 
_ worſe 


* Several words are here cut away. 
+ This is a copy, in Lady Trevor's hand-writing, of a letter 
to ſome friend in London. And to whom fo probable as to Mr. 


(afterwards Lord) Trevor, then eminent in the profeſſion of 


the 
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worſe every day), that I could not ſooner 20. 
knowledge the favour of your obliging letter, 
I have a true ſenſe of what 1 owe you for the 
trouble you take in our affairs, I am glad you 


have brought the players * to ſuch good terms; 5 
and I ſincerely wiſh it may ever be as much in 
my power, as I am ſure it will always be in ny 8 
inclination; to ſhew my gratitude to you for the ] 
many favours and civilities you have conferred 0 
on my ſiſter, and ſelf. F 
Your kind eaquiry relating to Dan y park a 
eſtate, is another inſtance of your friendſhip to { 


me; but you will allow me the liberty to ſay, 
that I think the fatisfaQtion given you ſo defici- 
ent, and ſo little to the purpoſe, that, from this 
moment, I take a reſolution to put an abſolute 
ſtop to that affair. Mr. George Harcourt's 
pretending to ſend to his uncle for the particu- 
lars of an eſtate to be ſettled upon bim, which! 
was always made to believe was actually to be 


the law, and whom ſhe next year married? Letter CCCLXXI. 
is known to be in 6% hand-writing. Neither of them is dated, 
But on the blank leaf of the Lady's ſhe has written what will fx 
it within a day or two : 
„March the 25th. Sifter's waſhing 0 2 9 
« My own oO 2 54 


0 24˙ 

* Sir Richard steele's intereſt in Drury lane Theatre became, 
after his death, the joint property of his two daughters, and, on 
the death of the younger of them, devolved to Elizabeth the 
elder, who ſold ir for no inconfiderable fum. But, as if a fata- 
lity attended the buhnets, the attorncy who received rhe money 
for her ran away with the whole, and the never received a peiiny 


his 
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bis by an old entail, and conſequently out of his 
uncle's power to give from him, is ſo inconſiſtent 


with the account which my, or rather his, 


friends gave me of it, that I can no way account 
for it. There have been fo many impoſitions in 
regard to Mr. Lewis Harcourt's eſtate detected, 
that I never repented any thing more, than that 
] was perſuaded to enter at firſt into any treaty 
with Mr. George Harcourt. The firſt repre- 
ſentations to me were, that all Mr. Lewis Har- 
court's eſtate was entailed upon his nephew. In 
ſome time after, I was informed there was a 
mortgage of twelve hundred pounds upon his 
eſtate, which was a plain diſcovery that part of 
his eſtate was in his own power; and I believe 
you are convinced that two hundred pounds a 
year of his eſtate is ſettled on his daughters. 
Now theſe are impoſitions of ſo groſs and ſhock- 
ing a nature, that they are hardly to be paral- 
leled. When Mr. Harcourt was iatroduced to 
me by Mrs. Bevan, Mrs. Lloyd of Danyralt, 
and Mr. Sandy (all three my neareſt relations), 
they told me he had an eſtate of eight hundred 
pounds a year; that he had a place of ſeven 
hundred pounds a year, which, with a chance 
of money from his aunt, was ſuch a fortune as 
I could not diſapprove. The uncommon merit 
of the gentleman was their daily theme: their 
perpetual and importunate ſolicitations were the 
firſt motives that induced me to think of it. 

| Convinced 
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Convinced by their reaſoning that I might prg. Nis 
bably be happy in a change of my condition ſo 
much to my advantage, I ſubmitted, and pre. 9” 
ferred their judgement to my own inclination Pope 
and things went on accordingly, when, to my pa 
great ſurprize, I found them very much miſ. 
taken in regard to his fortune. Theſe things of 
themſelves are very good and ſufficient reaſons 
for breaking off with Mr. Harcourt : but the 
melancholy circumſtance I have to add is, that, 
notwithſtanding my endeavours, I find it is not 
in my power to have an affection for the gentle. 
man, which a woman ought to have for the per- 
ſon ſhe makes choice of for the companion of \ 
her life. I did all I could to make him ſenſible 
of this when laſt in the country. I have an MW © 
averſion to the thoughts of it, which I can never 
overcome. It does not proceed from any want 
of merit in him; I think him very deſerving; 
but we cannot command our affections; and I 
flatter myſelf that you, who are my friend, can- 
not find fault with me; for, if the regard is not 
mutual in marriage, the conſequence muſt be 
miſerable. I heartily wiſh coufin Harcourt all 
the happineſs the ſtate can afford in a better 
choice. I am apprehenfive that my friends at 
| Carmarthen, eſpecially Mrs. Bevan and Mr. 
Sandy, will be irreconcileable on this occaſion. 
It is very much my inclination to live with my 
relations, for nobody can have a greater * 
2 ne 


— 


LE, 
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for them than 1 have, and I propoſe great 
| - WktisfaQtion in continuing with them; but, if 


re. be) will not receive me. I muſt be content: I 


lope I am not to deſtitute of friends as to de- 
pair of a reception elſewhere. 


—— 
LETTER CCCLXIX. To Miſs STEzLE. This. 


| Tueſday Morn. 
HOPE dear Miſs Steele has enjoyed as 

reſt as I have wiſhed her, for | have 
been awake the whole night in very thought for 
her repoſe and happineſs. Yeſterday's ſun was 
the moſt tedious that ever ſhone; and I can 
ſcarce live another under the affliction you bear*, 
unleſs you moderate it by the refined ſenſe and 
reaſon you are miſtreſs of; which, by abun- 
dance of good-nature, I fear you make more 
uſeful to your friends than yourſelf : yet, for 
pity fake, let not Mrs. Bevan, whom I muſt 
ever value, want any comfort from your per- 
ſuafive, healing tongue. Pardon me, I would 
mention nothing but what I hope may concur 
with your ſentiments. Do not, my charmer, by 
any means deſtroy your health, which is far 
more valuable to me than my life. My heart 


* This letter from Mr. Meyricke is undated ; but probably 
was written in May, 1730, a ſhort time after the death of Mrs. 


Mary Steele, 
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aches for you, and longs to tell you its ſuffering, 
I want very much to fee you, and would, if poſ. 
fible, more than ſhare your grief. I could drink 
them tears which ſhower down fo faſt, the bitter 
affliction of my ſoul; but let me forget that 
there ever was affliction, pain, or forrow, born 
into the world, and be for ever yours, 
| : Ess EX MES Mevrircxs, 


| ed. 

LETTER CCCLXX. From Miſs Srrrik“ p 
of 

SI R, tal 


AM furprized to find you perſiſt in giving Wi 
yourſelf and me a trouble which I have fo lac 
often told you would be to no effect. As you pr 
are a gentleman of great merit, I wiſh you may WW” 
be bleſſed with the beſt and moſt agreeable of 0 
the ſex ; but, for my own part, I am unalterably WW” 
determined never to think of marrying you. i 
Therefore I hope juſtice to yourſelf will prevail, 
when I make it my requeſt, that you will from Wl © 
this moment defift from giving yourſelf, your ; 
friends, or me, . any farther trouble on this occa- 

| 

| 


ſion. I am, Sir. 


* It does not appear to whom this undated letter was ad- 
dreſſed, but probably ro Mr. Meyricke. 
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LETTER CCCLXXI. To Miſs STEELE *. 


Dear Miss STEELE, 

HE general confirmation I meet with from 
all hands, that you have lately diſmiſſed a 
entleman eſteemed the neareſt your regard, per- 
mades me to declare a paſſion which can reſt no 
onger unrevealed, or, more properly, unrepeat- 
ed. But the good ſenſe and diſcernment that 
. Miſinguiſhes you from the multitude of your 
ex, will excuſe a repreſentation of the tragical 
ales of love : though this caſe is generally re- 
quired to be as methodically ſtated to a fair 
adv, as a caſe of dangerous ill-health is to a 
phyfician. Without farther preamble, Madam, 
my defign is to aſſure you, that you are the lady 
that, from all the laws of love, I have pictured 
n my imagination moſt agreeable : and every 
thing that is to be ſaid upon this head 1s, 
*ILovg you.” But though you will object, that 
tell almoſt every lady the fame ſtory ; I grant [ 
do, thoſe I like: ſome have been ſo good as to 
believe me, and ſoften the care and concern that 
the moſt unchriſtian and unbelieving part of the 
ſex hath created. But to none have I confeſſed 
the attraction of my ſoul ſo far, that I would, 


2 


[ter 


. 


This letter, which is undated, except that the year 1729-30 
occurs in the middle of it, is in the hand-writing of the 
Hon, John (afterwards Lord) Trevor. He married Miſs Steele, 
May 31, 1731. See Letters CCCLXVII. and CCCLXXIV- 


what 
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what ſhall I ſay ? marry them. No; never was 
I ſo daring, ſo bold in thought, till the yen 
1729-30, and the 24th year of my age, when! 
was ſo fortunate, or unfortunate, as you decree, 
to behold the reſiſtleſs charms of the moſt en. 
gaging. But of this enough. I wiſh I could 
gueſs at what was the moſt prevailing paſſion in 
your breaſt. Give me leave then to conſider Ns 
you as a woman with a ſhare and proportion of e 
pride, but ſo much as 1s barely ornamental, 
Here vanity will naturally take place, and in- 
cline you to the love of wealth, honour, &c. Wl, 
You will then imagine that this comes from a 
blue, green, or red ribband, which is from nei- 
ther. But every thing that is good and great, 
every joy and bliſs, will be compleat in him, 
when you are in his arms. If ſettlements are to 
take place, what I can offer will, I hope, be not 
unequal to your fortune, though inferior to your 
deſerts. I wiſh Heaven had made me maſter of 
evety thing you deſire, that every inclination of 
yours might be ſatisfied. If you are diſpoſed to 

think ſeriouſly on this point, there muſt be a 
_ proviſion for the younger children, which Pro- 
vidence will not fail, under honeſt induſtry, to 
bleſs us with. This is the firſt propoſal I have 
ever made, and I may be unacquainted with the 
form; in which if 1 have erred, I hope you can 
have goodneſs enough in your heart to forgive 
your lover, But I muſt here take the er 
ona 
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al name of friend, and earneſtly exhort you, 
uit concerns the duty of your religion, yours. 
ef, and all that is dear and near to you, never 
p marry a man that you cannot unite with even 
n ſoul. Here is the harmony, the bliſs of a 
narried ſtate ; which I moſt fincerely wiſh you 
ppy in, though it ends in my own ruin. But 
this you are not to hope for, if you would vio- 
hte a true paſſion with the conſideration of 
niches, titles, or ſuch glittering toys. The de- 
res of Heaven are againſt you, and cry aloud, 
Revenge / What remains for me is, to aſſure 
jou, that, without vanity, I love myſelf exceed- 
ng well, and can heartily love you if you will 
o ſo too. Begin then to diſpoſe yourſelf that 
my; conſult Heaven, and aſk whether your 
gratitude is not concerned. Arguments may 
be more prevailing from your generous temper, 
f you will uſe them, than any I can offer; and 
believe you generous in every thing, but to- 
yards me. No news ſticks to me, but of the 
bfferings of mankind. There is an unhappy 
gentleman, whom I dare not deſcribe leſt you 
ſhould diſcover him, who is ſeemingly very reſt. 
leſs in mind and temper, ſeeks amuſement and 
liyerfion every evening in the ſeveral theatres of 
the Hay-market, and Drury-Jane, &c. But the 
moſt harmonious elegance of the firſt ſeems an 
wgrateful diſcord; and even the wit and hu- 
mour, with which your father has ſo happily 
urniſhed the latter, cannot divert his thoughts 
8 in 


|" os LETT ERS to 
in the abſence of his daughter. Who can 5 
barbarous enough to laugh at misfortunes whe 
they themſelves have occaſioned them, M 
paſſion is too fingular to need a name, or to h 
imputed to any other than the ſlighted and un 
happy _ \' PoLYDorx *, 


———— — — — r: 


LET, CCCLXXII. Mr. MeyrtcKks to Mrs, Ltoyr 


Dear Coufin LLoyp, Pontvane, Nov. 25, 17x 


INCE I have been driven out of Paradiſe, 

have long wandered up. and down forlo 

and deſolate : at length have reached Pontvane 
where my ſpirits are animated with a large glaf 

of generous wine to your more generous health 
and I am juſt ſupported by the deiightful cor 
dial of a healing and honeſt friendſhip, - Hay 

ing great confidence in John Trelogan, I have 

* A. leave to ſend you fix dozen of wine, car 
riage paid: it is the bluſhings of Milford, and 

I hope, very good ; but excuſe me if | recom 
mend it to be kept warm in ſtraw, for it mu 
not be chilled, or it will loſe its true flavour and 
ſpirit. It favours ſo much of my own temper 
that I would have it encouraged by a due pro 

| portion of warmth; and, in fimilitude, I : 


* Mr, Trevor was at this time one of his Majeſty's juſtice 
of the grand ſeſſions for the counties of Carmarthen, Pembroke 
and Cardigan; and was appotnted one of the King's counſe 
May 15, 1730. By his intereſt Mr. Scurlock, an attorney, Wi 
made prothonotary of the abovementioned counties in Janual 
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old to ſay, it will prove very good upon trial, 
u the great inquierude of my ſoul, give me leave 
p teturn to the only ſubject I car Le, of. Re. 
ommend me to the ſprightly boy illiam, who, I 
tannot forget, promiſed me his guardian care as 
z Cupid over the heart which he only can warm. 
Thou little God, diſpoſe her as a reward ti thy 
trueſt ſervant ! Were the degrees of my affec- 
tion leſs engaged, I ſhould be leſs troubleſome 

but do, dear Madam, indulge me in common 
with my friends to complain, and favour me 
with your wiſhes ; Heaven will reward you for 
. Oh, I could dwell upon this ſubject eter- 
tally, but the different paſſions of love and de- 
ſpair torture me to madneſs! We are told that 
ifliftions are ſometimes ſent from Heaven to di- 
ret us in our way thither; I wiſh I could bear 
them more calmly. Sighs and languiſhments 
ze my allotment ; but, I thank Heaven, I have 
religion enough to adore the hand from whence 
they are ſent, Methinks ] am interrupted by 
your ſudden appearance in the toom, where an 
taly, good-natured, affable ſweetneſs, ſtands 
pracefully recommended, Allow me, Madam, 
moſt thankfully to own the civilities of your 
houſe, which I moſt heartily wiſh I could be fo 
happy as to return at London, Holland-houſe, 
br any other air that ſhe could like. Sure, I 
could live for ever any where with her, but no 
where without her; but, living or dying, I ſhall 
be always, in the deepeſt ſenſe of obligation, 
8 2 dear 


+* 


* 


voyr to ſend you a fairer impreſſion of my mind 


* Elizabeth Steele. 


ao | LETTERS to _ 
dear Madam, your moſt truly obliged, affeq 
onate couſin, and moſt obedient humble ſeryar 

| Essxx Mek Mxeyrricgs. 
Every happineſs attend your little family 
My ſervice waits on dear, dear Mrs. Bevan, 
there was another pen to be had, I would endes 


always bad, but never, never worſe than thi 
which you have goodneſs enough to excuſe 
You may, in ſome meaſure, read the diſorder o 
my mind in the hurry of my hand. 


LETTER CCCLXXIII. To E. $*, 


RTLESS believe my vows, my dear; 
Believe the heart you ve won, fincere ; 
My deareſt life, more generous prove 
Be kind, and crown my conſtant love: 
Let Emma's ſtory be reviv'd in thee, 
And what ſhe was to Henry, be to me; 
Then Henry's conſtancy ſhall yield to mine, 
And Emma's fame ſhall be eclips'd by thine. 
From J Po— 


+ © James Philips, of Penty-park, eſq. in the county of Pen 
4% broke, to whom Mrs. E. Steele, daughter to the late Sir | 
« Stecle, for whom a duel was lately fought at the Bath,” is ſai 
to have been married at that place, May 26, 1731, © Gen 
« Mag.” vol. I. p. 222; and in the“ Political State” for thi 


year. In the latter of theſe works ſhe is ſaid to have had“ 


&« fortune of 10,0001.” That this intelligence was of the fam 


compleCtion with that mentioned in p. 248, of her marryin 


Mr 
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LETTER "CCCLEXIV. 


"$1R, 

*. returned your riddle by Mr. yin 
mons laſt night. We have all r 
qt it. The witty Mrs. Aynſton * ſays it is 


oY febting- | 


Y 


J Mr. Harcourt, will appear by the following article:“ Tueſday 
mo morning, John Trevor, eſq. youngeſt ſon of the late Lord 
1c” Trevor, was married to Miſs Steele, daughter of the late Sir 


«Richard Steele, knt. 2 young lady of fine accompliſhments, 
«and very conſiderable fortune.” The Univerſal Spectator, 
ſune 3, 1732.— The degree of conſanguinity between Mr. Tre- 
jor and the Marlborough family will appear by the following 
atra& from the ſame paper: On Tueſday the Right Hon, 
«the Earl of Sunderland was married to Miſs Trevor, the only 
daughter of the Right Hon. the Lord Trevor, an agreeable 
young lady. of 20,000]. fortune, The ceremony was per- 
« formed at the Lord Trevor's ſeat at Eaſt Barnet.” Ibid. May 
77, 1732.—The duel was between Mr. Philips and Mr. Har- 
ourt ; but 1 find no particulars of it in print.“ Two fools,” 
Lady Trevor has been often heard to ſay, “ fought a battle for 
«me at Lanſdown; for which reaſon I would marry neither of 
them.” By the way, a miſtake may here be corrected in 
Collins's Peerage, where Mr. Trevor's marriage is faid to have 
Wen “ May 31, 1731;” inſtead of “ May,30, 1732.” 

* Steele's natural-daughter, by a relationfof Tonſon the book - 
fller. She was a great favourite with her father; and, by every 
repreſentation we have heard, very deſervedly ſo. Steele had 
beſtowed on her a moſt accompliſhed education, and had once 
thought of giving her in marriage to Richard Savage, the illegi- 
timate, unfortunate, imprudent, and vicious fon of Lord Rivers, 
with a fortune of a thouſand pounds, But the ingratitude and 
il· conduct of this profligate man, alienated the affection of his 
zealous and diſintereſted benefactor; and, it may be, ſome diſlike 
on the part of the Lady herſelf concurred with the untoward 
tircumſtances of her father, to fruſtrate effectually this generous 
. I ſhall only add here, that her name was Elizabeth, 
ng 8 3 the 
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fighting-eock ; the i ingenious Mrs. Bevans calls it 
a cock fight ; the learned Mrs. Harris pronounces 
it @ bee; but I, who have more ſenſe than ei. 
ther of them, am very poſitive that it is the den. 
tleman-uſher of the, black rod, They exult mi ight. 
ily*in their great {kill ; but I do not bet] but 
that you are of the ſame mind with your IxTal. 


* CCCLXAXV. 


Addreſſed to a Tou Lapy®. who had been 
abſent from Home. By Mrs. AyNsTor +, 


Wis dear Nymph, thrice welcome to 


your home, 
„ Your tender danbans joy to ſee you come ; 
1 They 


the me as that of 9 eldeſt legitimate lifter, which may have 
occaſioned ſome. ambiguity.in. the reports of their various hiſto- 
ries. Jn the following pages two flight ſpecimens of Mrs. Ayn- 
ſon's poetry will, be given, with a more Particular account of 
her, commugicated by her grandſon. 


'® Theſe lines were written to Miſs Tonſon, afterwards th 
lady of Sir William er. 


- + See Letter CCCL XIV. — Sir Richard, ood after his mar- 


riage with Miss Scurlock, defited, if the Was not engaged, the 
would accompany him on a vifit he intended mak ing in the after- 
ndön. The cartiage was ordered, and, without acquaintipg bis 
wife to whom the viſit was deſigned, they drove to a boarding- 
ſchool in the environs of London, where. they alighted, and pte- 
ſently à young lady made her appearance, to whom Steele ſhewed 
the greateſt fondneſs, inſomuch that his wife aſked him, if the 
* child was his 5 On his acknowledging that the was; „then,“ 

ſaid the Lady, 1 beg the may be mine too.“ She was accord- 
ingly 5 taken home, and treated as their own z 3 but, by the order 


of 
* 


B E. 
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They jay to ſee your charms by health renew'd ; 

Which ſprightly charms, no doubt, have hearts Gab 
duced: ,, 

Bat, if you ve brought them back your own dear heart, 

Unhurt, and unſubdued by Cupid's dart, 

let them ſigh on, nor once regard their moan, 

Till one produces merit like your own, 

L. but that indeed's a fentence too ſevere ; 
For where can matchleſs merit find a peer? 
[et him at leaſt complain, till you can find 
Good-ſenſe, good-nature, and good-manners join'd. 


N of the miſtreſs of the family, ſhe was called Miſs OusLEY. In 
proceſs of time ſhe. became the companion of their eldeſt daughter, 
Miſs E. Steele, who, piqued at the attention paid by her father 
0 ud mother to Miſs Ouſley, could not help ſhewing it now and 
then in her behaviour to her companion; which was the reaſon 
he afterward gave for marrying a Mr. Aynſton, a worthy, re- 
ſpeftable man, who lived on a little patrimony at Amely near 
Hereford, and was concerned in a glore-manufactory there, 
Taough this marriage was with the approbation of Sir Richard, 
Mr. Aynſton was not by any means a man whoſe education 
and ſituation in life was likely to be the choice of a young woman 
bred up as Miſs Ouſley had been; yet, in point of circumſtances, 
much more ſo than if ſhe had become the wife of Savage. Whe- 
ther the reaſon aſſigned for marrying Mr. Aynſton were real or 
imaginary, may be doubted, for Miſs Steele never ſpoke of it 
withour ſeeming to ridicule it, nor mentioned her huſband 
without evident mark of diflike., To her fiſter ſhe con- 
tinued every poſhble token of friendſhip and tenderneſs after 
Sir Richard's death; and Mrs. Aynſton conftantly ſpent a few 
months with her every year. During one of theſe viſits to her in 
London ſhe unfortunately died almoſt ſuddenly. Burt her friend's 
regard ended not here; Mrs. Aynſton left an oaly daughter, 
whom Lady Trevor had taken under her protection ſome time be- 
fore the mother's death, and who continued the inſeparable com- 
panion and intimate friend of her benefactreſs to the laſt moment 


gt her Ladyſhip's life, 


84 When 
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When ſuch a youth you meet, propitious be: 
May ſuch, and only ſuch, be bleſt with thee ! 
Adieu, dear Nymph ! Ma Heaven thy choice dired 
Believe my wiſhes flow from true reſpect. 


CCCLXXVI. 


On receiving an Invitation from a Youns Lay, 
to viſit her in the Country, By the Same, 


NI OV, dear Nymph, thy ſweet retreat, 


Nor think of one forlorn, for 

' Whoſe pleaſure yet was ne'er compleat ; 5 
She 's not for pleaſure born. H 
But, ſince you condeſcend to ſay a 
*T will add to your delight, « 

I'll wiſh the tedious hours away, 6 


2 And long for Wedneſday night; 0 


hen to that ſweet retreat I'll fly 
Gladly to meet my dear, 

Her friendſhip undiſturb'd enjoy, 
And tell her all my care. 

For ſhe is home, and Kitty * too, 

Till Amely + I find; 


Therefore, my deareſt girl, adieu, 
And bear me ftill in mind. 


* Mrs. Aynſton's daughter, afterwards Mrs. Thomas. See 
P. 263. 


+ Near Hereford, Mrs, Aynſton's place of reſidence. 


Ta 
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CCCLEXVIL | 
ear To the QUEE N's Moſt Excellent Majeſty®, 


The Humble Petition of CHARLES GIL DoR, 


SHEWETH, 707. 
HAT your Petitioner has, by an unhappy 
miſtake, and not by any malicious defign, 

againſt 


Y, 


This petition, in behaff of a brother Author under proſecution 
for a libel, is in Steele's hand-writing, The pamphlet alluded 
to has neyer fallen within our notice; but the date may be 
pretty nearly aſcertained by a reference to the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons, for March 1705-6, vol. XV, p. 189 ; and 
the circumſtances of the high offence” are thus illuſtrated by 
Macpherſon : „Though the remaining part of the ſeſſion was 
« diſtinguiſhed with no buſineſs of importance, the animoſities be- 
« tween the two parties filled every debate with altercation and 
« noiſe. The people without doors were not diſintereſted ſpecta- 
« tors of the tranſactions within. They were rouſed with libels 
« and pamphlets, which zealots, on both ſides, poured daily from 
« the preſs ; and they ſuffered themſelves, as uſual, to be deceived 
« by the deſigning, or inflamed by the violent and weak. Among 
the publications concerning the propoſed invitation of the pre- 
« ſumptive heir of the crown to England, one commanded the at- 
« tention and incurred the cenſure of parliament, Sir Rowland 
« Gwynn, a buſy, ſelfiſh, forward, and intriguing man; violent 
in his principles, ſuſpicious through weakneſs, deceiving others, 
« and, perhaps, deceived himſelt, by ſeeing objects through the 
muddy medium of a clouded underſtanding, had repaired to the 
« court of Hanover to gain the favour of the electoral family, by 
e alarming their fears concerning the ſucceſſion of the Britiſh 
* crowns. Upon the ſubject of the invitation to the Princels So- 

4 phia, Gwynn wrote a letter to the Earl of Stamford, which 
found its way to the preſs. This ill-worded, unmeaning, and 
e confuſed performance, though it ſeemed to approve of the prin- 
* ciples of the Whigs, ſeverely cenfured that party for refuſing 
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aMiinſt the happineſs and quiet of your Majeſty's 
government, been concerned in publiſhing 2 
pamphlet, called, Sir R. Gwynn's Letter,” &c, 
That your Petitioner ꝓ has had a liberal edu. 


5 | Cation 
« their conſent to the propoſed invitation of the Princeſs Sophia 
« into England. The Commons, on the eighth of March, voted 
« Gwynn's Letter a ſcandalous, falſe, and malicious libel, The 
& Lords concurred with them in an addreſs, upon this occaſion, to 
« the Queen ; who replied, * that, being fully ſenfible of the per- 
& nicious tendency of the paper which they had cenſured, the 
&« would comply with their requeſt, and give orders to proſecute 
ac the printer and author.” Hiſt. of Great - Britain, ſub ann. 1705, 

* Sir Rowland Gwynn had been one of the repreſentatives for 
Beeralſton in two parliaments during the reign of King Wil. 
liam III. 

+ Charles Gildon was born and educated at Gillingham, near 
Shafteſbury, Dorſetſhire. Richard, his father, who was of the 
Society of Gray's Inn, and a zealous Roman Catholic, dying 
when his ſon was but nine years old, Charles was ſent by his 
relations to the Engliſh college at Douay, in order to be made a 
prieſt ; but, quitting the ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome 
(from conviction, as he himſelf ſaid, on reading a Diſcourſe by 
Dr. Tillotſon on Tranſubſtantiation), ran into the extremes of 
Infidelity and Deiſm. He was author of ſeveral dramatic pieces, 
moſt of which were unſucceſsful; and of ſome poetical and other 

rformances. He has been ranked among the Deiſtical Writers, 

rom having uſhered into the world“ The Otacles of Reaſon,” 
written by Charles Blount, eſq. and publiſhed by Mr. Gildon 
in 1693, after that author's unhappy end, with a pompous elo- 
gium, and a preface in defence of ſelf murder. He was atter- 
ward, as Dr. Leland candidly obſerves (View of Deiſtical 
Writers, vol. I. p. 43), convinced of his error; of which he 
& gave a remarkable proof in a good book, which he publiſhed 
% in 17035, intituled, The Deiſt's Manual ;' the greateſt part 
« of which is taken up in vindicating the doctrines of the exiſt- 
de ence and attributes of God, his providence and government of 
& the world, the immortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate.“— We 
are told, in the notes on the Dunciad, that “ he figualized ow 
| : 6« ſc 
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trition for this his high offence againſt ſo good 
and gracious a Queen; and ſhall hereafter ab- 
hor and avoid all licence in ſpeech and writing 
unbefitting a quiet, humble, and peaceable ſub- 
ject, 

Your Petitioner,” therefore, moſt humbly 
prays, &c. Þ 

— — — 


rr eren. 
Mrs. MARY SCURLOCK to her Mor HER. 


Dean Map NM, [undated 11. 
Y a letter I had from Couſin Betty Scur- 
lock, I find you are reſolved to winter in 
Wales, 


« Mr. Pope very ſcandalouſly in an anonymous pamphlet of the 
Life of Mr. Wycherley, printed by Curll ; in another, called 
„ The New Rehearſal;' in a third, intituled, The Complete 
« Art of Engliſh Poetry,' in two volumes; and others.” He 
died January 12, 172 3-4- 

* e had been tried at Guildhall, Feb. 14, 1706-7, and 
found guilty ; and received ſentence, May 17, to pay 100l. fine. 

+ This petition, and the ſeven following articles, were commu- 
nicated too late to come into their proper order uf time. 

From circumfiances it muſt have been written on or about 
Aug. 16, 1707. It is addreſſed, This For Mrs. Scurlock, at her 
i Lodgings inCarmarthen, SouthWales.” It cannot have eſcaped 
the norice of an attentive reader; that Mrs. Mary Scurlock ſoon 
made up her own mind on the ſubje& of marrying Steele; and 
it does not appear that her determination was leſs peremptory 
for having been expeditious. To facilitate her fixed purpoſe, 

and 


ation and fortune, and expects this term a ſen- 
tence. worſe than death * for tie ſame: 
That he is under the greateſt ſorrow and con- 


7 
4 
1 


1e ſelf as a critic, having written ſome very bad plays; abuſed 


* 
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268 + LETTERS To 
Wales, which is the cauſe of this ſpeed in my 
writing, having kept a ſecret from you, through 
fear that a letter might (by the uſual impertinent 
curioſity of people) make a diſcovery of what is 
proper for your own ear only, and not to divert 
any in that tattling place where that wretched 
impudence H. O. reſorts, who (leſt we ſhould 
think God had not wholly forſaken him), had 
the boldneſs to ſend me a letter, which I had 
the very laſt poſt, I tore it without once read. 
ing it, he being beneath my ſcornful laugh. 
But the matter in hand 1s this. Your frequent 
declarations of your earneſt wiſhes that I might 
happily pleaſe vou in obliging myſelf by my 
choice of a companion for life, has emboldened 
me, now fate has put it in my power, to give fo 
far encouragement as to promiſe ſpeedy mar- 
riage upon condition of your conſent, which! 
do not queſtion having, when I tell you I not 
only make uſe of the moſt weighing confidera- 
tion I am miſtreſs of, but alſo hope my inclina- 
tion 15 the direction of Providence, whoſe guid- 
ance, in every particular of this nice affair more 
particularly, I ceaſe not to implore continually, 
cannot recommend the perſon to you as hav- 
ing a great eſtate, title, &c. which are generally 


and fruſtrate all oppoſition, ſhe ſeems to have ſubſtituted this 
jetter inſtead of the letters written by STEELE, containing the 
ſtatement of his circumſtances, &c. publiſhed pp. 17 and 24; 
and, having actually married in the mean while, the waited pa- 
tiently for her mother's conſent. 


a parent's 


* 
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a parent's chief care; but he has a competency 
in worldly goods to make eaſy, with a mind ſo 
richly adorned as to exceed an equivalent to the 

eateſt eſtate in the world, in my opinion: in 
ſhort, his perſon is what I like; his temper is 
what I am ſure will make you, as well as myſelf, 
perfectly happy, if the reſpect of a lover, with 
the tender fondneſs of a dutiful ſon, can make 
you ſo; and, for his underſtanding and morals, 
I refer you to bis Chriſtian Hero *,“ which I 
remember you ſeemed to approve. By this I 
believe you know his name; but, leſt memory 


ht 
* may not befriend me, it is the ſurvivor of the 
\ca perſon + to whoſe funeral 1 went in my illneſs, 


% Enquiries about him, any farther than I have 
made, are altogether needleſs, for I am fully ſa- 
1 W cisfied, and do not queſtion but you will be fo 
when buſineſs will permit you to be an eye-wit- 
neſs and partaker of my happineſs. In the mean 
time, what I defire is, your conſent and bleſſing 
to my putting it out of my power to delay, and 
ſo perhaps to loſe, my firſt and only inclination ; 
for I ſhall never meet with a proſpect of happi- 
neſs if this ſhould vaniſh. You doubtleſs won- 
der at the aſſurance of my ſtyle, tor really I do 
myſelf ; but then, if you conſider the neceſſity 
of it, it will palliate the boldneſs. For, firſt, the 


See p. 279. 
+ We no where find the name of Steele's firſt wife, nor the 
time of her marriage. 
2 diſtance 
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diſtance between us is ſo great, that the ſpeedieſ 
anſwer to a letter terminates an age of days, 
then the conſtant viſits, in the form fit for a lo. 

ver, make a mighty noiſe in an idle, prying 
neighbourhood ; ſo will cauſe the uneaſineſs of 
an endleſs nine days wonder, as they call it. But 
the main matter of all, ſince Fate I believe has 
ordained him mine, is the pegleCt of his buſineſs, 
which his coming in the manner he does muſt 
cauſe, Theſe confiderations, with ſeveral more 
when known, though now too tedious to write, 
will, 1 hope, leffen the cenſure this comprehen- 
five letter may at firſt ſight cauſe. 

There is nothing I ſhould more defire than 
your preſence at the giving my hand, with that 
part of my heart you can ſpare : but the misfor- 
rune of your lameneſs, if you were here, would 
deny me that happineſs, unleſs public doings 
were intended, which is what I abhor; inſo- 
much, if you conſent to my changing the name of 
lover for huſband, it ſhall not be in the power of 

| the town to more than gueſs there may be ſuch 
a thing, until your affairs will permit you to 
come and be a witneſs to our manner of living 
and appearing in the world, which God Al- 
mighty direct us in the way of, andallo * . + 
* + » «© this letter to your dutiful Molly; 


. . 0 =." 26 . . there being no room 
for long conſideration « | « '. 0 


_underſtood, 


* 
® . . Oo oe 


* The original »s here accidentally torn, 


A PRAYER, 


And. Pot Miss STEELE. 21 


CCCLXXIX, 


A 'PRAYER®, written by STEELE, 
ſoon after his Marriage to his Second Wife. 


H, Almighty Lord God, who haſt been 
pleaſed, out of thy righteous mercy and 
careful providence, to place us two in the ſtate 
of marriage, according to thy own inſtitution 
and guidance of the firſt mortals; grant, we 
beſeech Thee, that we may live in that ſtate with 
"mutual love, and endeavour to accommodate 
ourſelves to each other's juſt defires and ſatisfac- 
tions; that we may be a mutual help in all the 
viciſſitudes of life through which Thou haſt de- 
figned us to paſs, in ſuch manner as we may 
contribute to each other's virtue in this world, 
and ſalvation in that which is to come. Pro- 
tet us, oh Lord moſt mighty; bleſs us, oh 
merciful Father; and redeem us, oh holy Sa- 
viour. Guard our paths from error, and keep 
our eyes from introducing wandering defires ; 
but grant ſuch peace and tranquillity of mind, 
and ſuch a ſteady courſe of virtue and piety, 
that we may be at thy altar never-failing com- 
municants; and, by a worthy receipt of the 
elements repreſenting thy meritorious paſſion, 
we may through that be partakers of eternal 


This inſtance of our Author's piety is offered to. the reader 
without one word by way of comment, : 
life ; 


F 
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life; which permit us to beſeech of Thee in the 
words which thou haſt taught us: 

Our Father, which art in Heaven: hal. 


«lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Mell 
« Thy will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven, * 
Give us this day our daily bread. And for. giv 
give us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that Will Fe 
« treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into Ho 
c temptation; but deliver us from evil: for Ml bei 
« thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
« glory, for ever and ever. Amen.“ no 
| da 

mi 

CCCLEXX. Mrs. STEELE to her Huſband, 
H! Dick Steele, that I were ſure pe 
Your love, like mine, would ſtill endure; Of 

That time, nor abſence, which deſtroys th 
The cares of lovers, and their joys, * al 


May never rob me of that part 

Which you have given of your heart : 
Others unenvy'd may poſſeſs 
Whatever they think happineſs. 
*<Grant this, O God, my great requeſt ; 
In his dear arms may I for ever reſt! 


LETTER 


* 
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«>» » + + + » Mrs. Prichard juſt nor 

tells me, we have crowned Charles King of Spain 
at Madrid, and all Spain ſubmits to him. She 
gives her ſervice to you. Give mine to all 
friends. I ſhall be glad to hear what part Mrs. 
Oakley has' in what tny aunt Oakley has left 
her brother who is dead. 

Moll Pugh gives you her ſervice. She knows 
not how ſhe has diſobliged, that you do ſo Ma- 
dam her. She is very buſy with the till, and 
many other matters. 

For the teeth, take half-a-pint of claret, a 
pennyworth of myrrh, and maſtick in powder, 
one top of roſemary, half a nutmeg cut. . Boil 
them all together z then put in a ſmall bit of 
alum. 


MI ve <P DO OR EIN 
LET. TB R  COCLEXXIFF. 
Mr. STEELE to Lord 


My LoxD, 


HAVE for ſome time, according to the 
duty of my ſtation {, taken very particular 
notice 


* This ſmall fragment, in the hand-writing of Mrs. Steele, is 
undated ; but was probably written in October 1710. 

7 This letter is without date; nor does it appear certainly to 
what Lord it was addreſſed, though moſt probably it was written 
to Lord Halifax, a 

I The ſtation Steele ſpeaks of was what he elſewhere calls 

T « that 
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notice of what reception the Gazettes and 
other papers have aniong the readers af thoſe. 
weekly hiſtories, in order to raiſe the value 
of the paper written by authority, and, leſſen 
the eſteem of the reſt among the generality of 
the people; which 1 am almoſt confident to ef. 
feect, if I may preſume * the following al. 
_ - ſiſtances : Wy 1 0642'S, 


nt. 
Mr. STEELE to Mrs. MANLEy +. 


MaDaAmM, i [ Sept. 6, 1109. ] 
HAVE received a letter from you, where- 
in you tax me, as if 1 were Bickerſtaff, 

with 


that of the loweſt Miniſter of State, the office of Gazetteer; 
« where he worked faithfully according to order, without ever 
« erring againſt the rule obſeryed by all Miniſtries, to keep that 
« paper very innocent and very infipid. It is believed,” he 
adds, de it was to the reproaches he heard every Gazette-day 
« againſt the writer of it, that he owed the fortitude of being 
*« remarkably negligetit of what people ſay, which he does not 
« deſerve.” Apology, p. 297. 
* Here the letter breaks off abruptly. 

: + This letter, which is printed here from STEELE's auto- 
graph, has no date; but in the imperfect copy of it publiſhed 
by Mrs. Manley, in her “ Memoirs of Europe towards the 
« Cloſe of the Eighth Century,” dedicated to Isaac BiCKER» IQ vi 
STAFF, eſq. it is dated Sept. 6, 1709. Mrs. Manley affirms . 
that ſhe tranſcribed the letter verbatim; but it appears, from conc 
comparing her tranſcript with the original, that ſhe thought pro- logy 
per to omit the two paragraphs relative to what had happened lum 
between STEELE and her, and his refuſal of a certain ſum of 

money 


% 
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ith falling upon you as author of . Atalantis,” 
ud the perſon who honoured me with a cha- 
ner in that celebrated piece. What has hap- 
yened formerly between us can be of no uſe to 
ther to repeat, I ſolemly aſſure you, you 
yrong me in this, as much as you know you do 
i all elſe you have been pleaſed to ſay of me. 
| had not money when you did me the fayour 
o aſk a loan of a trifling ſum of me. I had the 
reateſt ſenſe imaginable of the kind notice you 
gave me when I was going on to my ruin * ; and 
am ſo far from retaining an inclination to re- 
ſenge the inhumanity with which you have 
treated me, that I give myſelf a ſatisfaction in 
that you have canceled with injuries a friend- 
ſhip T, which I ſhould never have been able to 


n OD CD Gn 


noney which ſhe had aſked in loan; and alſo to chapge the em- 
phatical word “ Kindnefles*”” to © ſervices.“ A note cy the 
New TATLER, Ne 65, to which the curious reader is referred, 
throws much light an this letter. See New TATLER. vol. II. 
No 63, p. 321. It is at preſent ſufficient to mention, that her 
frend Dr. Swift was the real author of the two moi mighty 
TaTLERS to which Mrs. Manley refers in her furious dedi- 
ation of the book abovementioned. STEELE diſarowed them 
vith great truth, and with admirable magnanimity concealeg 
the real writer to the laſt, though beyond meaſure provoked to 
the diſcovery of theſe and ſome other pbnoxious papers, pro- 
luctions of the ſame pen. 

* A good turn is given to this circumſtance by Mrs. Manley, 
in vol. II. p. 458. | 

+ It is but juſtice to add, that STEELE was afterwards re- 
conciled to Mrs. MANLEY, who made him a handſome a 
logy in 1717, in a letter which may be ſeen in the ſecond vo- 


lume, P · 455 4 | | | 
| 'T 2 return, 


2715 S$STEELE'S LETTERS. 
return. This will convince you how little I ay 
an ingrate ; for I believe you will allow, no on 
that is ſo mean as to be forgetful of Kindnefſs, 
ever fails in returning injuries. As for te 
verſes you quote of mine *, they are ſtill my opi. 
nion; and your ſex, as well as your quality df 
a gentlewoman (a juſtice you would-not do ny 
birth and education), ſhall” always preſerve you 
againſt the pen of your provoked moſt humble Wir 


ſervant, Rien. STEELE, * 
be r. 
"ip? E T T. E R ' CCCLXXXKIV f. ſiege 
TO Mrs. Mary STEELE, * 
The tender mother, b; 
THe and We... 1 
The prudent miſtreſs, | IT 
The frugal houſekeeper, 
The chearful companion, 21 
The happy ſlave to | 
Her powerful huſband, | 


RichARD Sree, 


The verſes of STEELE here alluded to, according to Mr, 
| Manley's account of them, are as follows : 

« Againſt a woman's wir *tis full as low, 

« Your malice as your bravery to ſhew.“ 

+ This inſcriptive epiſtle ſeems to have been Steele's firl 
thought for a dedication to his“ Lady's Library.” He after- 
wards elegantly enlarged it, in an admirable letter, which is 
printed in the ſecond volume, p. 419. In the © Theatre,” N 
XII. Steele laments the loſs of her as the beſt woman that ever 
man had, and ſays, that ſhe frequently lamented and pined t 
his neglect of himſelf, 

ADD 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


p. 24. Letter XXV. is miſ- directed; and ſhould be addreſſed 
* Mrs Steele.” See, on this head, a correction in p. 33.— 
ater XXVI, is directed?“ To Mrs. Scurlock, at her Lodgings, 
6 2 South Wales.” Mrs. Scurlock the younger, af- 
terwards Lady Steele, appears to have been coy, rather a prude, 
and unwilling to let it be known that Steele did not ſue her lady- 
ble ſhip long time in vain, She certainly was defirous to prolong the 
time of the courtſhip, which was wondrous ſhort, not exceeding, 
fo far as I can find, the ſpace of one fort month. Let it however 
he remembered, that this diſdainful, capricious beauty was be- 
fieged by a maſter of the art of loye, and at the time, as the teſti- 
hes, as agreeable and pleaſant à man as any in England. Sce 
269. 
P. 30, 34. All the letters in theſe two pages ſhould have been 
lirefted © To Mrs. Steele; and Letter XXXVIII. is, „To 
4 Mrs. Steele, at Mrs. Scurlock's, laſt houſe, right hand, in 
« Swallow Street. 
P. 35. Letter XXXIV. js directed To Mrs. Steele, at her 
* houſe, third door from German Street, left hand, in Berry 
« gtreet. 
P. 44. Letter LXI. is addreſſed “To Mrs. Steele, at her 
* houſe in The Wick, near Hampton Court.“ Stecle was till at 
this houſe April 7, 1711;” when he addrefſed Lord Halifax 
„from the Hove! at Hampton Wick.” This adds ſome degree 
of credibility to the relation given by Victor; and makes it pco- 
bable, that when Steele ſays, in one of theſe letters (p. 46), 


that he had paid Addiſon his 1000l. he might mean that he had 


given him a bond and judgment on that houſe and its furniture, 
as his ſecurity for the payment of it; it may be in atwelvemonth ; 
and poſſibly Addiſon might wait for three or four years before he 
entered up his execution. 


P. 49. Letter LXIX. is directed“ To Mrs. Stecle, at her 


« houſe in Hampton Wick, with ten pounds, carriage paid 18.“ 
P. 57. Letter LXXXIV. is directed To Mrs. Steele, at 

Mrs. Hardreſſe's houſe, in Kenſington Square.“ 
1 bs P. 83, 


7 ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


P. 83, laſt note, for “ firſt child” read & ſecond child.” 

P. 30. Prince Eugene, who was at Court in January 1711.14 
honoured Steele * that time by ſtanding godfather to his 6 
cond fon, Eugene. e pb 422. | q : 

P. 99. Letter CLXXVII. ſeems to allude to his reſignaic 
of the place of a Commiſſioner of the Stamp-office, ſee vol. I. 

. 344. It was juſt after this period that Addiſon ſaid of hin, 
n a letter to Mr. Hughes (OR. 12, 1713), I am in a thoufw 


ima 
44 troubles for pr Dick, and wiſh that his zeal for the public — 
« may not be ruinous to himſelf; but he has ſent me word, tu —Ar 
© he is determined to go on; and that any advice I can give hin Rich 
« in this particular will have no weight with him.” Mr. Add with 
ſon, as the event ſhewed, was too true a prophet. m. 
P. 104, note, I. 2, read, Mr. Auditor Foley, Mr. Audit natu 
wha 


« Harley,” &c.— Mr. 2 . in a letter to Congreve, March 1g, 
1713-14, ſays, © Yeſterday Mr. Steele's affair was decided, | 
« am ſorry I can be of no other opinion than you, as to hiz 
« whole carriage and writings of late. But certainly he has na 
4 only been puniſhed by others, but ſuffered much even from hit 
« own party, in the point of character, nor (I believe) received 
« any amends in that of intereſt, as yet; whatever may be hi 
« proſpeCts in future. This gentleman, among a thouſand others, 
« is a great inſtance of the fate of all who are carried away by ©) 
« party-ſpirit, of any fide. I wiſh all violence may ſucceed u n 
ill; but am really amazed that ſo much of that four and per- We 
* nicious quality ſhould be joined with ſo much natural good. WF * 
% humour as I think Mr. Steele is poſſeſſed of. -In “The Poſt Po 
« Boy,” April 27, 1714, is advertiſed as juſt publiſhed, “ John 
„Dennis the ſheltering Poet's Invitation to R. Steele, the ex- 
« cluded Party-Writer and Member, to come and live with hin 
in The Mint. In Imitation of Horace, Ep. V. Lib. I. Price 
« 3d. Fit to be bound up with the Criſis.” This is preſerved 
in the“ Supplement to Swift's Works.“ 
P. 123. In 1716 Steele was appointed one of the Commiſſioners 
for enquiring into the eſtates forfeired by the then late rebellion 
in Scotland, This carried him into that part of the united king- 
dom, where, how unwelcome a gueſt ſoe ver he might be to the 
generality, yet he received from ſeveral of the nobility ard gen- 
try the moſt diſtinguiſhing marks of reſpect, inſomuch that he 
began to turn his thoughts upon the much-to-be defired, but 
hopeleſs, project of perfetting the Union between the two king- 
| denu, 
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doms; by extending it to the policy of Church as well as State. 

u this view he had frequent converſations with ſome of the 
Preſbyterian Miniſters concerning the reſtoration of 2 
the ancient church - government of that nation; and often la 
mented this diviſion in the eccleſiaſtical adminiftration, which 

fill ſerves to maintain a Kind of alienation between the people. 
Sir Richard wiſhed well to the intereſts of Religion; and as he 
imagined that Union would promote it, he had ſome thoughts of 
propoſing it at Court ; but that, as was likely, proved abortive. 
Among theſe Scotch Miniſters was one Hart, with whom Sir 
Richard.commenced a friendſhip, and afterwards honoured him 
with his correſpondence. This Hart he uſe to ſlile © the Hang- 
man of the Goſpel ;” for though he was a facetious, good- 
ro nacured man, yet he had fallen into a peculiar way of preaching 
„at he called“ the Terrors of the Law,“ and denounced ana- 

[8 themas from the pulpit without reſerve Dur Knight alſo, dur- 
vB ing his ſtay in Scotland, indulged his genius in ſearching into 
oF the humours of low life; in which view he prepared a ſplendid 
WW feaſt at Edinburgh, and ordered his ſervants to pick up all the 
488 dezgars and poor people they could find in the ſtreets for their 
i gueſts. The ſervants obeyed, and Sir Richard foon ſaw himſelf 
n che head of forty or fifty beggars, togecher with ſome poor de- 
TW <ayed tradeſmen, After dimer he plied them with punch and 
Vine; and when the frolic was ended, he declared, that befides 
.de pleaſure of filling ſo many empty bellies, he had learned hu · 
. mour enough to make a good Comedy. (Shiels's Lives of the 
„Poets, vol. IV. p. 118.) 
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Hail, mighty name! of all thy pen 

Has dropt, to charm both gods and men, 

Time nor oblivion ne'er ſhall boaſt 

One line or ſingle period loſt! 
Improving youth, and hoary age, 

Are better'd by thy matchleſs page ! 

Maintain, great Sage, thy deathleſs name, 

Thou canſt no wider ſtretch thy fame. 

Till, gliding from her native ſkice, 

Virtue once more delighted flies; 

By each adoring Patriot own'd, 

And boaſts herſelf by thee enthron'd. 
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8 T E E I. E'S 
LETTERS To us FRIENDS. 


4 . . by - * 


LETTER CCCLAXXV. 
To the Right Honourable the Lord CuTrTs *, 


Colonel of his Majeſty's Cokdſtream Regiment of 
Guards, &c, 5 


My Loxp, Tower Guard, March 23, 1701. 
"HE addreſs of the following papers is ſo 
very much due to your Lordſhip, that 
| they 


4 John Lord Cutts, a ſoldier of moſt hardy bravery in King. 


William's wars, was a younger ſon of Richard Cutts, eſq. of an 
ancient and diſtinguiſhed family, ſettled about the time of Henry 
VI. at Matching in Eſſex, where they had conſiderable property. 
His father removed to Childerley in Cambridgeſhire, on a good 
eſtate being given him by Sir John Cutts, bart. who died with- 
out iſſue. This eſtate, after the deceaſe of an elder brother, de- 
volved on John; who ſold it, to pay incumbrances, to equip 
himſelf as a ſoldier, and to enable himſelf to travel. After an 
academical education at Cambridge, he entered early into the ſer- 
vice of the D. of Monmouth, and followed his fortunes abroad ; 
was aid-de mp to the Duke of Lorrain in Hungary, and ſig- 
nalized htm{elf-in a very extraordinary manner at the taking of 


Buda by the Imperialiſts in 1686; which important place had 


been for near a century and a half in the hands of the Turks. 
Mr. Addiſon, in a Latin poem worthy of the Auguſtan age, 
plainly hints at Mr. Cutts's diſtinguiſhed bravery at that ſiege. 
He was afterwards colonel of a regiment in Holland under the 

x fy States, 
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that they are but a mere report of what has 
paſſed upon my guard to my commander, for 

they 


States, and accompanied King William to England, who conti. 
nued his favour towards him, and created him baron Cutts of 
Gowran in Ireland, Dec. 6, 1690. He was appointed Governot 
of the Iſle of Wight, April 14, 1693 ; made a major-general; 
and, when the aſſaſſination - project was diſcovered, 1695-6, was 
captain of the King's guard. He was twice married; firſt, to 
Elizabeth, daughter of George Clark of London, merchant 
| (relit of John Morley, of Glynd, in Suſſex, and after, of Joha 
Trevor, eſq. eldeft brother to the firſt Lord Trevor). This lady 
died in Feb, 1692 ; and that fame year he had both his legs hurt 
in the battle of Steenkirk. His ſecond wife, an amiable young 
woman, dying in 1697 at the age of 18, was celebrated in an 
admirable ſermon by Atterbury. In 1695, and the three fol. 
lowing parliaments, he was regularly elected one of the repre. 
ſentatives both for the county of Cambridge, and for the borough 
of Newport in the Iſle of Wight, but made his election for the 
former. In two parliaments which followed (1702 and 170;) 
he repreſented Newport. In 1698 he was complimented by Mr. 
John Hopkins, as one to whom „a double crown was due,” as 
a hero and as a poet. In 1699, he is thus introduced in a com · 
pliment to King William on his conqueſts : 
© The warlike Cutts the welcome tidings brings, 
«© The true beſt ſervant of the beſt of kings; 
„Cutts, whoſe known worth no herald needs proclaim, 
« His wounds and his own worth can ſpeak his fame.” 
*He was colonel of the Coldfiream, or ſecond regiment of 
guards, in 1701; when Steele, wha was indebted to his inte- 
reſt for a military commiſſion, inſcribed to him his firſt work, 
«© The Chriſtian Hero.“ On the acceſſion of Queen Anne, he 
was made a lieutenant-general of the forces in Holland, Feb. 
13, 1702-3, he was appointed commander in chief of the Engliſh 
forces on the continent during the abſence of the Duke of Marl- 
borough; commander in chief of the forces in Ircland, under 
the Duke of Ormond, March 23, 1704-5; and afterwards one 
of the lords juſtices of that kingdom, to keep him out of the way 
of action, a cizcumſtance which broke his heart. He died at 


Publin, 
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they were writ upon duty, when the mind was 


perfectly diſengaged, and at leiſure, in the ſilent 
| | watch 


Dublin, Jan. 26, 1506-9, and was buried there in the cathedrat 
of Chriſt church. He was a perſon of eminent natural parts, 
well cultivated by ſtudy and converſation; of a free, unreſerved 
temper; and of undaunted bravery and reſolution. As he was 
a ſervant to Queen Mary when Princeſs of Orange, and learned 
the trade of war under her Conſort, he was early deyoted to them 
both, and a warm ſupporter of the Revolution. He was an 
abſolute ſtranger to fearz and, on all occaſions, gave diſtin- 
guiſhing proofs of his intrepidity, particularly at the fiege 
of Limerick in 1691, at the memorable attack of the caſtle 
of Namur in 1695, and at the fiege of Venlo in 1702. 
Macky ſays of him, in 1703, He hath abundance of wit, but 
too much ſeized with vanity and ſelf-conceit ; he is affable, 
familiar, and very brave. Few conſiderable actions happened 
« in this as well as the laſt war, in which he was not, and hath 
« been wounded in all the actions where he ſerved ; is eftcemed 
to be a mighty vigilant officer, and for putting the military or- 
« ders in execution; he is pretty tall, luſty, well-ſhaped, and 
« an agreeable companion; hath great revenues, yet ſo very ex- 
« penſive, as always to be in debt; towards fifty years old,” 
Swift, in a MS. note on Macky, calls him, with his uſual 
laconic cruelty, © The vaineſt old fool alive.” He wrote a 
poem on the death of Queen Mary; and publiſhed, in 1687, 
« Poetical Exerciſes, written upon ſeveral Occaſions, and dedi- 
« cated to her Royal Highneſs Mary Princeſs of Orange; li- 
« cenſed March 23, 1686-7, Roger L'Eftrange.” It contains, 
beſides the dedication ſigned . J. Cutts,“ verſes to that Princeſs ; 
a poem on Wiſdom; another to Mr. Waller on his commending 
it; ſeven more copies of yerſes (one of them called © La Muſe 
Cavalier, which had been aſcribed ro Lord Peterborough, 
and as ſuch mentioned by Mr, Walpole in the lift of that noble- 
man's writings), and eleven ſongs; the whole compoſing but a 
very thin volume; which is by no means ſo ſcarce as Mr. Wal- 
pole ſuppoſes it to be. The author ſpeaks of having more 
pieces by him. A. ſpecimen of his poetry (of which the five firſt 
lines are quoted by Steele in his fifth Tatler) is added in the 
following page : | | 

* « Only 
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. watch'of the night, to run over the buſy dream 

of the day; and the vigilance which obliges ug 

to ſuppoſe an enemy always near us, has awak. 

ened a ſenſe that there is a reſtleſs and ſubtle 

one which conſtantly attends our PrP and me- 
ditates our ruin“. 

Thoughts of this nature a man may with 

freedom e to your Lordſhip, who 


« Only tell her that I love, 


Leave the reſt to her and Fate ſ 
Some kind planet from above 


Lovers on their ſtats muſt wait; 
Only tell her that I love. 


Why, oh, why ſhould I deſpair ? - 
Mercy's pictur'd in her eye: 

If ſhe once youchſafe to hear,  _ 
Welcome Hope, and welcome Fear. Ss 
She's too good to let me die; 5 

Why, oh, why ſhould I deſpair ?” 


* « Being thoroughly convinced,” he ſays, © of many things, 
t of which he often repented, aud which he more often repeated, 
„ he writ, for his own private uſe, a little book, called, The 
« Chriſtian Hero,” with a deſign principally to fix upon his own 
« mind a ſtrong impreſſion of virtue and religion, in oppoſition 
to a ſtronger propenſity towards unwarrantable pleaſures. This 
«Tecret admonition was too weak; he therefore printed the 
„ book with his name, in hopes that a ſtanding teſtimony againſt 
« himſelf, and the eyes of the world (that is to ſay, of his ac- 
% quaintance) upon him in a new light, might curb his deſires, 
and make him aſhamed of underſtanding and ſeeming to feel 
« what was Yirtuous, and living ſo quite contrary a life, This 
had no other good effe&, but that from being thought no un- 
« delightful companion, he was ſoon reckoned a diſagrecable 
« fellow. One or two of his acquaintance thought fit tv miſuſe 
him, and try their valour upon him ; and eyery body he knew 
« meaſured the leaſt levity in his words and actions with the 


character of a Chriſtian Hero,” Apology, p. 296. 


( 
May perhaps her pity move ; | 


have 
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zue ever been ſo far from running into the fa- 
ſuionable vice of exploding religion, that your 
early valour firſt appeared againſt the profeſſed 
enemies of Chriſtianity; and Buda had tranſ- 
mitted you to late poſterity, but that you your- 
ſelf have obliterated your part in that glorious 
ſcene by the freſher memory of you at Limerick 
and Namur. | 

With one honeſt purpoſe of life, and conſtant 
ſervice of one intereſt and one cauſe, in what 
country have you not fought? in what field 
have you not bled ? But I know I here offend 
you, nor will you allow warmth in commenda- 
tion to be like a friend; but if, my Lord, to 
ſpeak you generous, honeſt, and brave, be not 
friendly, I do affure you it is the only thing I 
will ever do in common with your enemies. 

I ſaid your enemies; but if there are any who 
have ignorance or malice enough to be ſuch, 
their little hates muſt be loſt in the diſtinction 
the better world allow you ; and that county * 
(whoſe diſcerning is refined by a learned and 
elegant univerſity) has done you ſo great an ho- 
nour in making you unanimouſly their repre- 
ſentative in parliament, that they who would 
oppoſe your reputation, do but confeſs they are 
unacquainted with what paſſes in the world, and 
ſtrangers to the reſidence of knowledge and 
virtue. It was there you received thoſe rudiments. 


* Cambridgeſhire ; ſee p. 280. 


of 


of hohour, which have rendered your liſe eonſpi. 
cuous enough to make you appear à worthy de. 
ſoendant of an ancient and diſtinguiſhed family, 
Which has ſerved the Crown in the moſt eminent 
ſtat ions, and been equally favourites of their 
country; it was there you imbibed thoſe im- 
preſſions which inſpire that true uſe of your 
being, which ſo juſtly divides your time between 
labour and diverſion, that the one does but re- 
create for the other, and which give a generous 
contempt of both when in competition with the 
ſervice of that country which you love, and that 
God whom you worſhip. 

Go on, my Lord, thus to contemn, and thus 
to enjoy life; and, if ſome great Engliſh day 
does not call for that ſacriſice which you are al- 
ways ready to offer, may you in a mature age 
go to ſleep with your anceſtors, in expectation, 
not of an imaginary fame, but a real and ſenſible 
immortality, 


As for the preſent I now make you, if you 


will accept it with your uſual goodneſs and af- 
tection to me, I ſhall entertain no farther hopes; 
for as your favour is my fortune ®, fo your aps 
probation is my fame. I am, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, moft faithful, and 
moſt humble ſervant, R1iCHARD STEELE. 


Steele, who was at this time an enſign in the Guards, and 
principal ſecretary to Lord Cutts, obtained, by the intereſt of 
his kind patron, a captain's commiſſion in the Lord Lucas's 


regimeat of fuſileers. | 
LETTER 
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* E 1 E. K oc XxxVI . 8 
To the Right Hon. RAGE REL + 


Mann, [1502]. 
MONG the many povelties with which 
your Ladyſhip, a ſtranger in our nation, 
is daily entertained, you have not yet been made 
acquainted with the poetical Engliſh liberty, 
the right of dedication ; which entitles us to a 
privilege of celebrating whatever, far its native 
excellence, is the juſt object of praiſe; and is 
an ancient charter, by which the Muſes have 
always a free acceſs to the habitation of the 
Graces. Hence it is that this comedy waits on your 
Ladyſhip, and preſumes to welcome you amongft 
us; though indeed, Madam, we are ſurprized to 
ſee you bring with you, what we thought was 
of our own growth only, an agreeable beauty ; 
nay, we muſt aſſure you, that we cannot give up 
+ Prefixed to The Funeral, or Grief à- la- mode, a Comedy, 
& 1502.” The ſucceſs of this performance was chiefly owing to 
the zeal of his fellow-ſoldiers, ariſing from his intereſt in the army. 
t Iſabella, ad daughter of s'Gravemore, the general of the forces 
to the States-General, whom Steele calls © Mr. Scravenmore;“ 
but who in Collins's Peerage is termed “8. Gravemote;“ pro- 
bably for © 8'Gravemore.” She was married, a ſhort time bes 
fore this epiſtle was written, to the firſt Earl of Albemarle, with 
whom Steele was connected in his military Capacity, as colonel of 
the firſt troop of horſe - guards; and it was probably through his 
Lordſhip's recommendation of this comedy that Steele attained the 


notice and favour of King William. Our author's name, &c. to 
be provided for, were in the laſt table-book ever worn by that 


glorious and immortal Monarch. Apology, p. 297. 
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bot the great ſervices of your father, but alſo by 


that ſupports the ſtage has inſpired ; and as you 
have practiſed as generous a fidelity as the fan- 
"cies of poets have ever drawn in their expecting 


ever they have beſtowed on their rewarded : this 
fortunes .cannot move ſo much envy, as your 


perſons do love. I am, Madam, your Lady- 
ſhip's moſt devoted humble ſervant, 


f * 
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ſo dear an article of our gJory, but ar ert it by 
our right i in you': for if 115 185 a maxi founded 
on the nobleſt human law,"thar''sf hoſpitality, 
that every ſoil is a brave man's country, Eng. 


land has a very juſt pretence of claiming as a 
native, a daughter of Mr. Scrav enmore. 


3 


But your Ladyſhip is not only: endeared to us 


the kind offices, of your huſband, - whoſe: frank 
carriage falls in with our genius, which is free, 
open, and unreſerved ; in this the generoſity of 
your tempers makes you both excel in ſo pecu- 
liar a manner, that your good actions are their 
own reward; nor can they be returned with in- 
gratitude, "for none can forget the benefits you 
confer ſo ſoon as you do yourſelves. , 

But ye have a more indiſputable title to a 
dramatic performance thap all theſe advantages; 
for ye are yourſelves, in a degenerate low age, 
the nobleſt characters which that fine paſſion 


lovers, ſo may you enjoy as high a proſperity as 


you may poſſeſs in an happy ſecurity, for your 


1 STEELE. 
LGETTER 
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$ E ” T E R oo &XxxvI· 
"To his, Grace the Duke of Onno +. 


| ur LIED; *- [1704]. 
UT of gratitude to the memorable and il- 
luſtrious patron of my infancy, your 
Grace's OM + I preſume to lay this 
4 Comedy 


* Prefixed to The Lying Lover, or the Ladies Friendſhip, 
12 Comedy, 1704.” 

+ James Butler, Duke of Ormond, born April 29, 1665, was 
ſent to France at ten years of age, and on his return admitted of 
Chriſt-church, Oxford, of which univerſity he was afterward 
chancellor ; ſucceeded to his grandfather's titles, July 21, 1688; 
in 1689, was made a gentleman of the bed-chamber, Captain of 
the ſecond. troop of guards, and knight of the garter; in 1702, 
reperaliffimo of the forces againſt Spain; lord-lieutenant of Ire- 
lind, Feb. 4, 1702-3; and again, Oc. 19, 1710; captain- gene- 
ral, Jan. 1, 1711-12, and had the firſt regiment of guards; was 
lord warden of the cinque ports, and conſtable of Dover caſtle. 
(Burnet obſerves, „he had the ſame appointments which were 
« roted criminal in the Duke of Marlborough.”) On the arrival 
of King George I. at Greenwich, the Duke of Ormond came, 
with uncommon ſplendour, to pay his court; but was told by the 
Lord Townſhend, “ the King had no longer occafion for his ſer- 
« vice in the quality of captain-general ; but that his Majeſty 
„would be glad to ſee him at Court.” Withdrawing into France, 
he was attainted Aug. 20, 1715 ; and died, Nov. 16, N. S. 1745, 
a Madrid, in the 8 fſt year of his age. 

| Steele's father, a counſellor at law, was ſome time private ſe- 
cretary to James, the firſt Duke of Ormond. From the turn of 
expreſſion in the beginning of this letter, it ſeems not impro- 
bable, that Mr, Steele ſent his ſon to the Charter- houſe - ſchool by 
the direction of the Duke of Ormond abovementioned, who was 
one of the governors of that hoſpital, and who probably, if he had 
led long enough, might have been very ſerviceable to the ſon of 


bis ſecretary ; who © cocked his hat,” however, © and put on a 
& broad» 
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Comedy at your feet: the deſign of it is, to ba. 
niſh out of converſation all entertainment which 
does not proceed from ſimplieity of mind, good. wh 
nature, friendſhip, and honour : ſuch a purpoſe W® 
will not, I hope, be unacceptable to ſo great a MW” 
lover of mankind as your Grace; and if your W"" 
patronage can recommend it to all ho love and ſe 
honour the Duke of Ormond, its reception wilt H 
be as extenfive as the world itſelf, 

It was the irrefiſtible force of this humanity in th 
your temper that has carried . you through the ſe 
various ſucceſſes of war, with the peculiar and Wt” 
undiſputed diſtinction, that you have drawn your Wt” 
ſword. without other motive than a paſſionate re- Ml 
gard for the glory of your country: fince, be. W* 
fore you entered into its ſervice, you were poſ- 
ſeſſed of its higheſt honours, but could not be 
- contented with the illuſtrious rank your birth 
gave you, without repeating the glorious ac- 
tions by which it was acquired. 

But there cannot be leſs expected from the 
ſon of an Offory, than to contemn life to adorn 
it; and with munificence, affability, ſcorn of 


ce broad · ſword, jack · boots, and ſhoulder- belt, under the Duke's 
« command,” before * he was acquainted with his own parts; 
and, * from the fame humour which he ever after preſerved, of 
« preferring the ſlate of his mind to that of his fortune, loſt the 
« ſucceſſion to a ver ry good eſtate in the county of Wexford, by 
„ mounting a war-horſe with a great ſword in his hand, and 
« planting himſelf behind King William againſt Lewis XIV.” 
See his Theatre, No XI. 

| TY: 
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pain, and paſſion for glory, to be the honour | 
d example to the profeſſion of arms: all 
which engaging qualities your noble family has 
gerted with ſo ſtedfaſt a loyalty, that, in the 
moſt adverſe fortune of our monarchy, popula- 
fity, which in others had been invidious, was a 
ſecurity to the Crown, when lodged in the 
Houſe of Ormond. 

Thus your Grace entered into the buſineſs of 
the world with ſo great an expectation, that it 
emed impoſhble there could be any thing left, 
which might * ſtill conduce to the honour of 
your name. But the moſt memorable advan- 
tage your country has gained this century, was 
obtained under your command“; and Providence 
thought fit to give the wealth of the Indies into 
his hands, who only could deſpiſe it; while, 
with a ſuperior generoſity, he knows no reward 
but in opportunities of beſtowing. The great 
perſonage whom you ſucceed in your honours 
made me feel, before I was ſenfible of the be- 
nefit, that this glorious bent of mind is heredi- 
tary to you ; I hope, therefore, you will par- 
don me, that I take the liberty of expreſſing my 
reneration for his remains, by aſſuring your 
Grace that I am, my Lord, your Grace's moſt 
obedient, and moſt devoted, humble ſervant, 

R1iCHARD STEELE. / 


* Alluding to the Duke's ſucceſſes againſt the n at 
Cadiz, &c. in 1702. : 
U LETTER 
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LETTER cœclxXxXVm . 
To Mr. Abprisow. 
SIR, 2 [170g], 
OU will be ſurprized, in the midſt of 3 
daily and familiar converſation, with a 
addreſs which bears fo diſtant an air as a public 
dedication : but, to put you out of the Pain 
which I know this will give you, I aſſure you] 
do not defign in it, what would be very need. 
Jeſs, a panegyric on yourſelf, or, what perhaps 
is very neceſſary, a defence of the play. In the 
one I ſhould diſcover too much the concern of 
an author, in the other too little the freedom 
of a friend. þ 
My purpoſe, in this application, 1s only to 
ſhew the eſteem I have for you, and that I look 
upon my intimacy with you as one of the moſt 
valuable enjoyments of my life. Art the ſame 
time, I hope, I make the town no ill compliment 
for their kind acceptance of this Comedy, in 
acknowledging that it has ſo far raiſed my opt- 
nion of it, as to make me think it no improper 
memorial of an inviolable friendſhip. 
I ſhould not offer it to you as ſuch, had I not 
been very careful to avoid every thing that 
might look ill-natured, immoral, or prejudi- 


* Prefixed to © The Tender Huſband ;”” which was firſt afted 
in 1704, but not printed till 17505, * 
Cla 
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wal to 1 the better part of mankind hold 
berecl and honourable. 

Poetry, under ſuch reſtraints, is an obliging 
ervice to human ſociety; eſpecially when it is 
5. Nad, like your admirable vein, to recommend 
f vore uſeful qualities in yourſelf, or immortalize 
characters truly heroic in others. I am here 
fen danger of breaking my promiſe to you, 
ain Wherefore ſhall take the only opportunity that can 
u eller itſelf of refiſting my own inclinations, by 
ed-Mcomplying with yours. I am, Sir, your moſt 
ps Wkaithful, humble ſervant, Ricaard STEELE, 


LET T ER CCCLXXXIXR, 
To Dr. Swirr. 


DRAR Sin, Lord Sunderland's Office, Oct. 8, 1709. 
R. Secretary Addiſon went this morning 

out of town, and left behind him an 
zereeable command for me, viz. to forward the 
ncloſed, which Lord Halifax ſent him for you. 
I afſure you, no man could ſay more in praiſe of 
another than he did in your behalf at that noble 
Lord's table on Wedneſday laſt, I doubt not 
but you will find by the incloſed the effect it had 
upon him. No opportunity is omitted among 
powerful men, to upbraid them for your ſtay in 
Ireland. The company that day at dinner were 
Lord Edward Ruſſel, Lord Eſſex, Mr. Mayn- 
U 2 waring, 
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wating, Mr. Addiſon, and myſelf. I hays 
heard ſuch things ſaid of that fame Biſhop of 
Clogher *, with you, that I have often ſaid he 
muſt be entered ad eundem in our Houſe of 
Lords. Mr. Philips + dined with me yeſterday; 
he is ſtill a ſhepherd, and walks very lonely 
through this unthinking crowd in London, | 
wonder you do not write ſometimes to me. 

The town is in great expectation from Bick- 
erſtaff; what paſſed at the election for his firſ 
table} being to be publiſhed this day ſevennight, 
I have not ſeen Ben Tooke & a great while, but 
long to uſher you and yours into the world, 
Not that there can be any thing added by me to 
your fame, but to walk bare-headed before you, 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt hum- 
ble ſervant, RicHARD STEELE, 


* Dr, St. George Aſh. 

+ Ambroſe Philips, the author of The Diſtreſſed Mother, 
a tragedy, and ſome paſtorals, &c. 

t See TATLER, No $1, and otes, in new edition, 

$I The bookſeller. 


LETTER 
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aye | 

of LETTER CCCXC*, 

: To Mr. MATNWARINO f. 

0 

1M 5:8» [1710]. 
ly HE ftate of converſation and bufineſs in 


this town having been long perplexed with 
retenders in both kinds; in order to open mens 
ges againſt ſuch abuſes, it appeared no unpro- 
table undertaking to publiſh a Paper, which 
hould obſerve upon the manners of the pleaſur- 
ble, as well as the buſy part of mankind. To 
nake this generally read, it ſeemed the moſt 
oper method to form it by way of a Letter of 
telligence, conſiſting of ſuch parts as might 
mtify the curioſity of perſons of all conditions, 
md of each ſex. But a work of this nature 


* Prefixed to the firſt volume of The Tatler.” 
+ Arthur Maynwaring, eſq. © His works ſet the character 
"of his genius above the reach of the criticiſm of others, and 
# he was himſelf allowed univerſally to be the beſt crizic of his 
mes. Biogr. Brit. aft. HUGHES, Remark I. 

« His learning was without pedantry ; his wit without affec- 
"tation ; his judgement without malice ; his friendſhip without 
"intereſt ; his zeal without violence; in a word, he was the beſt 
" ſubje&t, the beſt friend, the beſt relation, the beſt maſter, the 
"beſt critic, and the beſt political writer in Great Britain.“ 
Ezerton, Memoirs of Mrs. Oldfield. 

He died in 1712, aged 44, and left his eſtate to be equally 
divided between his fiſter, his ſon, and his ſon's» mother. It 
mounted to little more than zoool. His © Life and Poſthumous 
"Works? were publiſhed by Mr. Oldmixon, 1715, 8vo; whence 
i full account of him has been inſerted in the“ Biographical 
Dictionary, 1784.“ 
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4 body, leſt, inſtead of liſtening to the good advice of the cen» 


requiring time to grow into the notice of t 
world, it happened very lucky, that, a little be 
fore I had reſolved upon this deſign, a gentle 
man * had written predictions, and two or thr, 
other pieces in my name, Which rendered it f; 
mous through all parts of Europe; and, by a 
inimitable Kor and humour, raiſed it to 1 


high a pitc of reputation as it could poſſibly pf 
arrive at. In 
Buy this good fortune the name of Iſaac Bid 
erſtaff gained an audience of all who had an 
taſte of wit; and the addition of the ordinar wi 
occurrences of common Journals of Neu iu 
brought in a multitude of other readers. I coul Iu 


not, I confeſs, long keep up the opinion of the 
town, that theſe Lucubrations were written b 
the ſame hand with the firſt works which wett 
publiſhed under my name; but, before I loſt 
the partition of that author's fame, I had al 
ready found the advantage of his authority, tc 
which 1 owe the ſudden acceptance which m 
Jabours met with in the world. 
The general purpoſe of this Paper Þ is to ex- 
pole 
* Dr. Swift, See Swift's “ Works,” vol. III. p. 198, Sex 
uh Steele's Original Preface to the TATLER. 


NI prevalence of parties and prejudices, he that 
« would be believed by every body, ſhould be known to no 


« ſor, the cenſured ſhould endeavour, by retorting on is frail- 
1 ties, to extenuate or juſtify their own.” 


_ Although the TATLER Joined an odd ſurname to no very 
b , - © common 
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poſe the falſe arts of life, to pull off the diſguiſes 
of cunning, vanity, and affectation, and to re- 
dommend a general ſimplicity in our dreſs, our 
Sſcourſe, and our behaviour. No man has a 
better gudgement for the diſcovery, or a nobler 
ſpirit for the contempt of all impoſture, than 
yourſelf ; which qualities render you the moſt 
proper patron for the Author of theſe Eſſays. 
I the general, the deſign, however execyted, 
has met with fo great ſucceſs, that there is 
hardly a name now eminent among us for power, 
wit, beauty, valour, or wiſdom, which is not 
ſubſcribed * for the encouragement of theſe vo 
lumes. This is, indeed, an honour, for which 
it is impoſſible to expreſs a ſuitable gratitude ; 
and there 1s nothing could be an addition to the 


gives me the moſt conſpicuous occafion I can 
ever have, of ſubſcribing myſelf, Sir, your moſt 
obliged, moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſer- 
_ Isaac BiCKERSTAFF. 


N 


„ © common Chriſtian one, there was a man found in this large 
„town, who owned both the names. Swirr's © Letters,” 


c vol. XV. p. 408. 
0 * Sce the liſts at the beginning of the new edition. 


14 LETTER 


pleaſure I take in it, but the reflection, that it 
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a 10 E 2 2 T ER CCCXKCT*, 
To Epwarp \Worrtey MonTaGus, Eſq. + 


SIR, [1910], 
HEN I ſend you this volume, I am 
rather to make you a requeſt than a 


 ® Prefixed to the ſecond volume of The Tatler.” 
+ Second ſon of the Hon. Lady Wortley Montague, and 
grandſon of Edwayd Montague, the firſt Earl of Sandwich. He 
was choſen a member of parliament for Huntingdon in the gh 
year of Queen Anne; and in all other parliaments but two to 
the end of her reign, On the acceſſion of George I. he wa 
conſtituted one of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury: 
and being ſent Ambaſſador-extraordinary ro the Grand Signior, 
he ſet out for Vienna, Jan. 27, 1716, and propoſed to be at 
Peterwaradjn in eight days; and, having finiſhed his negotia- 
tions, he, with his Lady, arrived at Leghorn, Aug. 22, 1718, 
in the Preſton man of war, from Conſtantinople, and failed the 
next day for Toulon; and, travelling through France, arrived 
- in England, and waited 60 his Majeſty at Hampton - court, 
Oct. 4 following, and was graciouſly received. In the firſt par- 
liament called by King George I. he was choſen for the city of 
Weſtminſter, and afterwards ſerved for Huntingdon, and was a 
member for the city of Peterborough when he died, it is ſaid, 
very ſuddenly, Jan. 22, 1761, aged 80 years, without being 
able to alter his will, as he intended, in favour of his ſon, an 
extraordinary and ingenious man, author of the“ Reflections 
$f on the Riſe and Fall of ancient Republics, &c. of whom ſee 
ſeveral new and intereſting particylars in the Notes on TATLEM, 
vol. I. p. xli. Mr. Montague married the Lady Mary Pierre- 
Pont, eldeſt daughter to bis Grace Evelyn Duke of Kingſton, 
an uncommonly fine woman, of very ſuperior underſtanding, 
authoreſs of a little volume of excellent poems, and three vo- 
lumes of curious letters; and by her (who died Auguſt 21, 
1762), he had iſſue the abovementioned only ſon Edward- 
Wortley Montague, who was repreſentative in three parlia- 
ments for Boſſiney in Cornwall; and a daughter Mary, married 
to John Stuart, Earl of Bute, Aug. 24, 1736. 


Dedication, 
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Dedication. I muſt defire, that if you think fit 

to throw away any moments on it, you would 
t bot do it after reading thoſe excellent pieces 
J. Wyith which you are uſually converſant. The 
m images which you will meet with here, will be 
a WM yery faint, after the peruſal of the Greeks and 
Romans, who are your ordinary companions. I 
muſt confeſs, I am obliged to you for the taſte 
of many of their excellencies, which I had not 
obſerved until you pointed them to me. I am 
yery proud that there are ſome things in theſe 
Papers which I know you pardon ; and it is 
no ſmall pleaſure to have one's labours ſuffered 
by the judgement of a man, who ſo well un- 
derſtands the true charms of eloquence and 
poeſy. But I direct this addreſs to you; not 
that I think I can entertain you with my 
writings, but to thank you for the new de- 
light I have, from your converſation, in thoſe 
of other men. 

May you enjoy a long continuance of the 
true reliſh of the happineſs Heaven has beſtowed 
upon you ! I know not how to ſay a more af- 
fectionate thing to you, than to wiſh that you 
may be always what you are; and that you 
may ever think, as I know you now do, that 
you have a much larger fortune than you want. 
Iam, Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt hum- 


ble ſervant, | IsAAc BICKERSTAFF. 


LETTER 
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G W M Magnz Britanniz 
ras boning on 


| 9 9 Cal. Jun. 110. 
Ai" encomium Thome Moro, cui nil 
erat magis alienum quàm Mori nomen, 
Eraſmus inſeripſit: : nec ergo quis miretur has 
Obſcurorum Virorum Epiſtolas Viro Clariſino, 
hos Morologos Moria iped ſtultiores Tibi mitti, 
JSAACE GRAVISSIME ; ; qui unus, inter tot nu- 
givendos potins quam ſcriptores ubique nune 
temporis ad nauſeam obvios, noſti non ineptire: 
qui ſcis ex Fumo (ut ait Flaccus) dare lucem; ; in 
gracili materia Rterilique argumento copios 
juxtà atque ſapienter diflerere, inter ludicra 
ſerius, inter jocos philoſophus ; qui ridiculum 
acri, dulci utile miſcendo, junctis ingenii fimul 
et argumentorum viribus, Britannos potes tam 
feliciter à vitiis deterrere, ad virtutem hortari. 

Patere, Cato Britannice, ex obſoletis ſeculi 
ſuperioris ruderibus altaque quam ſuperſtitio 
intulerat ignorantià, iſtud Arcadicum homirum 
ſpecioſo Theologorum Magiſtrorümve nomine 
inſolenter gloriantium pecus accerſi; et #terna 
licet noe dignos, a tenebris tamen ad lucem, a 


@ a 


On the ſubject of this letter to Steele, which was prefixed 
to © Epiſtolarum Obſcurorum Virorum, ad Dm. Ortuinum 
« Gratium, Volumina II.“ See the Notes on the TATLER, 
vol. V. P. 214. 
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mortals ad vivos provocari, tibique pro tribu- 
nali ſiſti ; ut poſt noſtri ſeculi ineptias, et inep-· 
tos, illas exploſas, hos ſepultos, non etiam de- 
fint, quas explodas, quos ſepelias: eum nempe 
„ wilo Magnæ Britanniz Cenſorem, qui non ſolům 
iin præſentem fed et præteritas ætates ultrò ci- 
u, WM troque jus cenſoriæ authoritatis exerceat. 

38 Nolim autem mihi id vitio verti, quod The- 
dlogos hic in medium protraham, et deridendos 
propinem. Cum enim Theologia omnium Diſ- 
ciplinarum Regina ab ipſo Numine jus in ſe de- 
fivaverit, procul abfit, ut illius cultores deſpi- 
catui habeam, ut potiùs ex omni non mods 
Republica, ſed ex finibus humanæ nature ex- 
terminandos arbitrer, quotquot Theologiam aut 
ejus Miniſtros divino illo jure ac dignitate ſpo- 
hare contendunt. Si aliter ſentirem, ne tuum 
patrocinium defugiſſem, Vir Integerrime, cui 

euræ fuit, ut morum bonorum ac pietatis jura 
ſarta ac tecta ab omni piaculo conſervares. At 
yerd credo me culpam minimè commeruiſſe, fi 
eos inſecter, qui majori 1gnorantia an malitia 
freti in Theologiam involant; qui venerabili 

Theologiæ gradu, et optimis beneficiis tumidi, 
novis, et hactenus inauditis opinionibus, Rei- 
publice ſtatum convellunt ; qui eo quod Theo- 
logorum titulo magis quam meritis ornentur, 
ideo tantum fibi arrogant, ut omnem abjiciant 
ac relinquant obedientiam, ne modò rationi pa- 
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pro Magiſtrali ſuf dignitate in cunctos inferiores 
ferulam vibrant; quique longo quantumvis 
togæ ſytmate ferocientes pallium tamen brevius 
indui debuerunt, quo minds incautos fallant. 
Hujuſmodi Theologos tanto quod per ſum. 
mum decus uſurpaverunt nomine exui, et loco 
moveri dignos in conſpectum adduxi, Lepidiſ. 
fime Morum Caſtigator, ut ab omnibus publi- 
citus exibilentur. Hanc ineptiarum farraginem 
duxi nunquam commodius extrudi poſſe, quam 
cum Natio in riſum prona, morionibus et nugis 
magis impensè delectetur. Nationis equidem 
patientiam nequeo non obiter ſuſpicere, et me- 
cum ſtomachari, quæ libellos iſtos quotidie im- 
pune libertate pluſquam vernili vagantes, afla- 
niis puris putis refertos, legere ſuſtineat ; ferat- 
que illud Ob/ervatorum, Reviſorum et cœterorum 
ſcurrarum vulgus, vocibus nonniſi Barbaris et- 
ferendum. Ætas profectò Cenſore digniſſima, 
qui hanc effrænem ſcribendi licentiam virga no- 
tet, et reprimat ; iſtõſque nugatores, niſi inter 
vivos mwrari ulteriùs deſinant, ad Veſpillones 
damnet! Age, Vir inſigniſſime; prodeat tan- 
dem tamdid defideratus tuarum lucubrationum 
liber, facundo illo ſilentii, quod in ipfis tam 
diſertè expreſſiſti, præconio celebrandus. Ex 
illis diſcaut Lectores ſcriptoreſque, illi quid 
legi, hi quid ſcribi potiſſimum cum fructu non 


* Sucton. in Vit. Neron, Claud. cap. 33. 
minori 
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minori quam voluptate deceat. Interea dum 
illas expectamus, preludant Hæ abſcurorum 
Fpiftolz s, quarum elaborata barbaries, et ſolce- 
ciſmi, legentem in cachinnos ſolvant, et quic- 
quid ridiculi vanæque levitatis in pectore refi- 
ö det, adeo exhauriant, ut ad tuas poſtea Lucu- 
brationes perlegendas, animus defæcatior, et I 
nugis expurgatior accedat : quippe medici ſo- 
ſent corpus ægrum medicamentis purgare, qud 
melids ad victum ſalubriorem ſumendum pre- 
paretur. Denique obſcuri iſti homunciones, 
quibus nil quicquam vixit inſulſius, longo poſt 
tempore jam tandem refipiſcunt ; famam, quam 
olim non potuerunt, conantur nunc aucupari; 
à coætaneis ſuis audiri vix meruerunt, nunc in 
ſpem et lectores et emptores ſibi conciliandi ve- 
niunt: vivi pro mortuis meritò habebantur; 
mortui verò nunc vivere et inclareſcere incipt- 
ent, ubi primùm eorum Epiſtolæ nomine tuo 
inſignitæ prefulgebunt. 

Vale, Vir Eruditiſſime; noſtriſque moribus 
diu ac feliciter conſule. 
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* The purpoſe of the work,“ ſays Steele, Tatler, Ne 199, 
«is ſignified in the dedication, in very elegant language, and 
« fine raillery. It ſeems this is a collection of letters which 
« ſome profound blockheads, who lived before our times, have 
« written in honour of each other, and for their mutual infor- 
* mation in each other's abſurdities. They are moſtly of the 
« German nation, whence, from time to time, inundations of 
«& writers have flowed, more pernicious to the learned world, 
than the ſwarms of Goths and Vandals to the publick.” 
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LETTER CCOXCNT®, 
To W1LLI1aM Lord Cowes, Baron of Winghamf. 
Mx Lond, [1710], 
AFTER habing long celebrated the ſupe. 
A rior graces and excellencies among men, 
in an imaginary character, I do myſelf the ho- 
nour to ſhew my veneration for tranſcendent 
merit under my n name, in this addreſs to 
your Lordſhip. The juſt application of. thoſe 


high accompliſhments of which you are maſter, 


has been an advantage to all your fellow-ſub. 
jects; and it is from the common obligation you 
have laid upon all the world, that I, though a 
private man, can pretend to be affected with, or 


* Prefixed to the third volume of « The Tatler.” 

+ William Cowper, eſq. ſoon after being called to the bar, 
was appointed one of King William's counſel ; he ſucceeded 
Sir Nathan Wright, as Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, Oct. 11, 


2505 ; was created Baron Cowper of Wingham, Nov. 9, 1706; 


and appointed Lord Chancellor, May 4, 170%; which poſt he 
held till Sept. 25, 1720+ On the acceſſion of King George, he 
was appointed again Lord Chancellor, Sept. 21, 1714; and, on 
reſigning the great ſeal, was created Earl Cowper, and Viſcount 
Kordwich, March 18, 1717-18. He generoufly declined accept- 
ing New-years-gifts from the counſellors at law, which had been 
long given to his predeceſſors; and, what is ſtill more to his ho- 
nour, foreſaw and oppoſed the deſtructive meaſures of the South - 
ſea bubble in 1720. He died Oct. 10, 1723. It is recorded, aud 
ought always to be mentioned to the honour of Lord Cowper, 
that when he was Chancellor, though in friendſhip with the 
Duke of Marlborough, and of the ſame political principles, he 
nobly refuſed, and perſiſted in his refuſal, to put the broad ſeal 
of his office to a tremendous commiſſion for making his Grace 


 Generaliſſimo for life. 
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take the hberty> to-agknowledge, your — ta- 
ents and public virtues. 

It gives a pleaſing proſpect to your friends, 
that is to fay,; to the friends of your country, 
mat you have paſſed through the higheſt offices, 
at an age when otfiers uſually do but form to 
themſelves the hopes of them, They may ex- 
pee to ſee you in the Houſe of Lords as many 
years-as you were aſcending to it, It is our com- 
mon good, that your admirable eloquence. can 
now no longer be employed, but in the expreſ- 
fon of your own ſentiments and judgement, The 
Kilful. pleader is now for ever changed into the 
juſt judge; which latter character your Lord- 
Kip exerts with ſo prevailing an impartiality, 
that you win the approbation even of thoſe who 
diſſent from you; and you always obtain favour, 
becauſe you are never moved by it. 

This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to 
your preſent ſituation *, and makes the equity, 
even of a Lord High Chancellor, appear but a 
degree towards the magnanimity of a Peer of 
Great-Britain. 

Forgive me, my Lord, when I cannot con- 
ceal from you, that I ſhall never hereafter be- 
hold you, but I ſhall behold you, as lately, de- 
fending the brave and the unfortunate . 


He had juſt reſigned the office of Lord Chancellor. 


+ The brave means the Duke of Marlborough. But who 
was the un ſortunate ? 
When 
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When we attend to your Lordſhip engaped 
in a diſcourſe, we cannot but reflect upon the 


many fequiſites which the vain-glorious ſpeakers 


of antiquity have demanded in a man who is tg 
excel in oratory ; I ſay, my Lord, when we re. 
fle& upon the precepts by viewing the example, 
though there is no excellence propoſed by thoſe 
rhetoricians wanting, the whole art ſeems to be 
reſolved into that one motive of ſpeaking, fin- 
cerity in the intention. The graceful manner, 
the apt geſture, and the aſſumed concern, are 
impotent helps to perſuaſion, in compariſon of 
the honeſt countenance of him who utters what 
he really means. From whence it is, that all 
the beauties which others attain with labour, 
are in your Lordſhip but the natural effects of 
the heart that dictates, 

It is this noble fimplicity which makes you 
ſurpaſs mankind in the faculties wherein man- 
kind are diſtinguiſhed from other creatures, rea- 
ſon and ſpeech. 

If theſe gifts were communicated to all men 
In proportion to the truth and ardour of their 
hearts, I ſhould ſpeak of you with the ſame 
force as you expreſs yourſelf on any other ſub- 


jet, But I reſiſt my preſent impulſe, as agree- 


able as it is to me; though indeed, had I any 
pretenſions to a fame of this kind, I ſhould, 
above all other themes, attempt a panegyric 
upon my Lord Cowper: for the only ſure way 

to 
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{6 4 reputation for eloquence, in an age wherein 


that perfect orator lives, is to chooſe an argu- 
ment, upon which he himſelf muſt of neceffity 
be filent. I am, my Lord, your Lordſhip's 
moſt devoted, moſt obedient, and moſt humble 
ſervant, TY RicHARD STEELE *. 


LETTER Ur. 
To Lord HALirax. 


My Loxv, April 7, 1711. 
From the Hovel at Hampton-wick }. 
HEN I firſt reſolved upon doing myſelf 
this honour, I could not but indulge a 
certain 


+ « When Steele's patent, as Governor of the Theatre-royal, 
" paſſed the Great Seal, Lord Chancellor Cowper, in compliment 
«to Sir Richard, would receive no fee.” Lite of C. Cibber, 
1756, vol. II. p. 47. 

+ Prefixed to the fourth volume of ©** The Tatler.” 

| Steele built, and inhabited for a few years, an elegant houſe 
joining to the fide of the palace, which he called by this name. 
Not long after the date of this letter, being embarraiſed by 
his vanity of profuſion, or bis imprudence of generoſity, he ber- 
wwed 10001. of Addiſon on this houſe and its furniture, giving 
bond and judgement for the re-payment of the money at the end of 
twelve months. On the forfeiture of the bond, Addiſon's attor- 
ney proceeded to execution, © the houſe and furniture were fold, 
the ſurplus Addiſon remitted to Steele, with a gentcel letter, 
ſtating the friendly reaſon of this extraordinary procedure, wiz. 
to awaken him, if poſſible, from a lethargy that muſt end in his 
„inevitable ruin.” Steele received the letter with his wonted 
compoſure and gaiety, met his friend as uſual, and the friendſhip 
ſubſiſted to the end of Addiſon's life, avith a ea little bickerings 

. 5 [lays 
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certain vanity in dating from this little coven e 
where I have frequently had the honour of you 
Lordſhip's company, and received from yg 
very many obligations. The elegant ſolitud 
of this place, and the greateſt pleaſures of it, | 
owe to its being ſo near thoſe beautiful manor 
wherein you ſometimes reſide. It is not retiring 
from the world, but enjoying its moſt valuable 
bleſſings, when a man 1s permitted to ſhare in 
your Lordſhip's converſations in the country, 
All the bright images which the Wits of paſt 
ages have left behind them in their writings, the 
noble plans which the greateſt Stateſmen have 
laid down for adminiſtration of affairs, are equally 
the familiar objects of your knowledge. But 
what 1s peculiar to your Lordſhip above all the 
illuſtrious perſonages that have appeared in any 
age, is, that wit and learning have from your 
example fallen into a new æra *. Your patron- 

age 
[ſavs Dr. Birch] on economical occafions, Addiſon, it ſeems, 
dealt at this time with his friend, as he did aftewards with his fi- 
vourite, Sir Roger de Coverley, whom he qeliberately killed, thro 
fear that ſomebody might murder him. Bur this is not the place 
to enter farther into the particulars, or the diſcuſſion of this ſtory, 
c. It is only neceſſary to ſay here, that it makes part of a let- 
ter to Mr, Garrick, from a man of reputed veracity, who pro- 
feſſes that he had his relation firſt from the celebrated actor Mr. WI” 
Wilks, and afterwards a full confirmation of it from Steele's own 
lips, who, it is faid, always conſidered this ſtep as meant by hi: 


friend “ to do him ſervice.” Victor's Orig. Letters, &c." 5 
1776, vol. I. p. 328 and 329, See Letter LIX. p. 42, and Lettet 
LXV. p. 46. tre 

* « Of him,” ſays Dr. Johnſon, © who from a poet became a 


66 patron 


1 ts FRIENDS. 267 


ge has produced thoſe arts, which before ſhun- 


| the commerce of the world, into the ſervice 
| of 
of poets, it will be readily believed that the works would 
zot miſs of celebration. Addiſon began to praiſe him early, 
Ind was followed or accompanied by other poets; perhaps by 
jmoſt all except Swift and Pope, who fotbore to flatter him in 
tis life, and after his death ſpoke of him, Swift with flight 
cenſure, and Pope, in the character of Bufo with acrimonious 
contempt. He was, as Pope favs, fed with deditations; for 
Tickell affirms, that no dedicator was unrewarded. Many 
i blandiſhment was prctiſed upon Halifax, which he would ne- 
er have known had he had no other attractions than thoſe of his 
poetry, of which a ſhort time has withered the beauties. It 
would now be eſicemed no honour, by a contributor to the 
monthly bundles of verſes, to he told that, in ſtrains either fa- 
niliar or folemn, he fings like Montague.” Dr. Johnſon's 
Lives of Engliſh Poets,” vol. II. p. 298, &c. ed. 8vo. 1781. 
The character of Halifax, however, is not to be eſtimated by 
js verſes only. His Lordthip's great good-nature and moude- 
mion, his diſtinguiſhed eminence-and uſefulnefs as a ſtateſman, 
bs fignal proficiency in literature and taſte, his general patron- 
we of men of wit and letters, and his marked attention to ſei- 
ace, which is a plant that cannot thrive, even in the apt foi! of 
England, - without watering, deſervedly entitled him to the- 
miſes of ſcholafs, which are not always given with nice judge- 
nent, or in due proportion; and, in a way not difhonourable to 
te givers or the receivers, account ſufficiently for what Dr. 
ſohnſon calls the blandiſhments that were practiſed upon Ha- 
fax.“ Mr. Stepney, himſelf no bad poet, bequeathed “ to 
prior 30 pounds, and to Lord Halifax a golden cup and 100 
#tomes of his library.“ This nobleman, to his great honour, was, 
the end of his life, peculiarly Kind and ſerviceable to Steele, 
wo was of congenial political principles, and lived long with 
im in habits of familiarity and friendſhip. If the accompliſh- 
dents of Lord Halifax had even been fewer, and his merit lefs 
lan the generality of his contemporary writers lead us to be- 
lere, our author's account of him claims particular regard and 
edit, Steele, who knew him well, had a penetrating under- 
ding, and an independent ſpirit, His pen was always ready 
che feryice of his friends and his party, but it was always 
Ma: guided 
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Was, his refuſal of a bank note of zool. and afterwards of a di 


of life; and it is to you we owe, that the m 
of wit has turned himſelf to be a man of bufineſ 
The falſe delicacy of men of genius, and the ot 
jections which others were apt to inſinuate apainf 
their abilities for entering into affairs, hay 
equally vaniſhed : and experience has ſhewn 
that men of letters are not only qualified with 
greater capacity, but alſo a greater integrity! 
the diſpatch of bufineſs *. Your own ſtudic 
have been diverted from being the higheſt orna 
ment, to the higheſt uſe to mankind ; and th 
capacities which would have rendered you th 
greateſt poet of your age, have, to the advantag 
of Great-Britain, been employed in purſuit 


guided by a ſtrict regard to truth, and a nice ſenſe of honoy 
and though gratitude, or friendſhip, might induce him to laviſ 
nothing could have ſwayed him to proſtitute, praiſe, The 
conſiderations are ſurely ſufficient to exempt what is ſe 
here, and in Letter CCCCII. from the imputation of inte 
tional flattery, and to furniſh, fo far as Steele's teſtimony goe 
a ſtrong preſumption, if not a decifive proof, in favour of Lo 
Halifax. To the laſt mentioned letter, and the ncte upon i 
the reader is referred for a more particular account of this am 
able and reſpectable, nobleman. See alſo Theobald's account « 
oi him, ſoon after his Lordſhip's death, which was cauſed by 
inflammation in his lungs, May 19, 2715. * Cenlor,” vol. 
No 28, pp. 197, 198, &c. 

* Apparently an intended compliment to feveral of Steele 
friends, and particularly to Addiſon, who, though he never r 
mitted the fees of his office, never would accept of any more th 
was ſtated and cuſtomary. A remarkable inſtance of this integr! 


mond ring of the ſame value, from a Major Dunbar, eſcertan: 
by an original letter of Addiſon himſelf, for which the public 
were originally indebted to the publications of Edmond Cu tr 

k WHICH 
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ich have made you the moſt able and unbi- 
kd patriot. A vigorous imagination, an ex- 
five apprehenfion, and a ready judgement, . 
we diſtinguiſhed you in all the illuſtrious parts 
fadminiſtration, in a reign attended with ſuch 
ificulties, that the ſame talents, without the 
me quickneſs in the poſſeſſion of them, would 
wwe been incapable of conquering. The natural 
cceſs of ſuch abilities, has advanced you to a 
bt in that illuſtrious houſe “, where you were 
ved by a crowd of your relations. Great as 
jou are in your honours, and perſonal qualities, 
know you will forgive an humble neighbour 
the vanity of pretending to a place in your 
endſhip, and ſubſcribing himſelf, my Lord, 
jour Lordſhip's moſt obliged, and moſt de- 

ted ſervant, R1CHARD STEELE, 


LETTER CCCXCV. 
To Mr. Pork. 


81 R, July 26, 1711. 
WROTE to you the other day, and hope 
you have received my letter. This is for the 
kme end, to know whether you are at leiſure to 
ep Mr, Clayton , that is, me, to ſome words 
r mufick againſt winter. 


He was made a peer in 1700. 

In the SPECTATOR, Noe 258, Dec. 26, 1711, is a letter, 
ned, © Thomas Clayton, Nicolino Haym, and Charles Dieu- 
part,” announcing the plan of their intended concerts in York- 
Aldings, and the terms of the ſubſcription, 


R 3 Your 
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| Your anſwer ro me at Will's will be 4 great 
favour to, Sir, your ' moſt obedient, humble 
ſervant, ©” Ri1caaArD Sree, 
; pn 
"DEL CTY COONOV1, 
| To Mr. Hodnzs. 


DREAR S1R, | 1711. L 
R. CLAY TON and I defire you, as ſoon 4 
as you can conveniently, to alter this 
poem for muſic, preſerving as many of Dry 
den's words and verſes as you can. It is to be 
performed by a voice well ſkilled in recitative; 
but you underſtand all theſe matters much ber MW #1 
ter than your affectionate humble ſervant, tic 
3 RIchARD STEEL:, WM co 
* « Alexander's Feaſt, or the Power of Muſic, an Ode for $t 
« Cecilia's Day.” Agreeably to this requeſt, Mr. Hughes mad th 
ſeveral alterations in that admired ode. See his © Poems,” v0 fat 


II. p. 71. But what his opinion was of the muſic both of thi 
and of * Sappho's Ode by Philips,“ will appear from the follow 
ing letter, The honour of doing juſtice to Dryden, as well as U 
Milton, was reſerved for Handel, who compoſed ““ Alexander 
* Feaſt“ in 1736.—* It is to be regretted,” ſays Dr. Wartan, it 
his; * Eſſay on Pope, © that Mr. Handel has not ſet to muſ 
« Pope's Ode“ as well as Dryden's.” But ſhould it not be o 
ſerved, 'that that excellent poet, as well as judge of muſic, M 
Hughes, was the firſt who altered “ Alexander's Fealt” fc 
muſic? * Monthly Review,” vol. XIV. p. 549.—This note 
from Mr. Duncombe's collection of Letters by ſeveral emiren 
* Perſons deceaſed, &c.“ vol. I. p. 65. 
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L E T T E R CCCXCVIL. 
Mr. Hvonzs to Mr. STEELE 


Dean Sin, © 11711. 
INC E you have aſked my opinion about 
the muſic, I take it for granted you would 
have me give it you ; and therefore I will ſhew 
how faithfully I intend always to obey you, in 
doing it with a freedom, which I would be loth 
v uſe to one for whom I had leſs friendſhip, 
nd in whoſe candour and —__ I did not 
think myſelf ſafe. 

I ſhall therefore, without taking any hints 
om others, juſt give you ſome few obſerva- 
tons which have occurred to me as well as 1 
could judge upon the firſt hearing. 

That which ſeems to me to ſtrike moſt are 
the prelude-baſes, ſome of which are very well 
fancied ; but I am afraid they are in themſelves 
vo long, eſpecially when repeated; for pre- 
ude baſes are only to begin the ſubject of the 
ar, and do not ſhew any compoſition (which 
conſiſts in the union of parts) ſo that, if they are 
not artfully worked afterwards with the voice- 
part, they are no proof of ſkill, but only of in- 
fention. 

The ſymphonies in many places ſeem to me 
perplexed, and not made to purſue any ſubject 


or point, 
Xx 4 The 
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The laſt air of Sappho begins too chearfully 
for the ſenſe: f the words; As well as I can 
gueſs, without Teeing | the ſcore, it is in D ſhary, 
from which it yarics (in another Movement of 
time) into B flat 3d, and ſq ends, without re- 
turning to the ſame key either flat or ſbarp. 
This being one continued air (though in two 
movements of, time), let. ſome, 7 be aſked, 

Whether it is allowable. (I am ſure it is not 
uſual) to begin an air in one key ſharp, and end 
it in a different key flat? For though the paſ- 
ſage i is natural, the: cloſing ſo. i 8g 4. believe, al. 
wayy diſallowed. 

FTbe overture of Alexander ought 1 to be great 
and noble; inſtead of which, | find only a 
hurry of the inſtruments, not proper (in my 
poor opinion). and without any deſign, or fugue, 
and, I am afraid, perplexed and irregular in 


the eompoſition, as far as I have any ideas or 


experience. Enquire this of hetter judgements, 
The duat of Bacchus is chearful, and has a 
good effect; but that beginning £* Cupid, Phce- 
" <6 hug,” Kc. I cannot think ſhews,any art, and 
4s, in effect, no more than a fingle air. Nothing 
ſhews both genius and learning more than this 
ſort of compoſition, the chief beauty of which 
conſiſts in giving each voice different points, 
and making thoſe points work together, and 
interchange regularly and ſurpriſingly, or on 
point following itſelf in both the voices, in 
kin 
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kind of canon, as it is called. Theſe artful. 
nefles, when, well executed, give infinite delight. 
to the ear; but that which I have mentioned is. 
not, formed after thoſe defigns, but where the 
voiges Join, they move exactly together in, 
plain counterpoint, which ſhews little more than 
a ſingle air. 

I think the words in general naturally enough 
ot expreſſed, and, in ſome places, pathetically: 
nd but, becauſe you ſeem to think this the whole, 
a. WM wyfiery of ſetting, I take this opportunity to 
l. aſure you, that it is as poſſible to expreſs words 

naturally and pathetically in very faulty compo- 
at ſition, as it is to hit a likeneſs in a bad picture. 
a lf the muſic in ſcore, without the words, does 
y not prove itſelf by the rules of compoſition, 
which relates to the harmony and motion of 
different notes at the ſame time, the notes in 
the ſinging parts will not ſuffice, though they 
expreſs the words ever ſo naturally. This is 
properly the art of compoſition, in which there 
15 room to ſhew edmiratile Kill, abſtracted from 
the words; and in which the rules for the union 
of ſounds are a kind of ſyntaxis, from which no 
one is allowed to err. I do not apply this laſt 
particular to any thing, but only to give you a 
general idea of what is compoſition. Yet, upon 
the whole, as far as I am able to jvagt, the 
muſic of Sappho and Alexander, though in ſome 


places agreeable, will not pleaſe maſters. 
Having 


\ 


) 
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Having thus given you my thoughts freely 
and impartially (in which perhaps I may be 
miſtaken) I will truſt your good ſenſe for the 
uſe that may be made of this; and I beg it may 
not prejudice me with Mr. Clayton or yourſelf, 
and that you will not let him know of this, but 
only inform yourſelf farther from others, on the 
hints here given. [499 
I ſhould not, you may be ſure, give you or 
myfelf this trouble, but that I do not know 
how far it may concern your intereſt to be 
rightly informed, which is the only regard ! 
have in ſhewing you this way how much I am, 
Sir, yours, &c. - - Jonx Hvucues, 
LETTER CCCXCVilt. 
Io the SrECTATOoR “. 


3 Aug. 2, 1711. 

WENT this evening ta viſit a friend, with 
a defign to railly him, upon a ſtory I had 
| heard 


This extract from the SpeAator, No CXXXIIT. is ſelected 
to do juſtice to the memory of a friend of Steele, whoſe kindneſs 
he acknowledges in ſeveral paſſages of the preceding letters (ſee 
ppi 51, 54, 55, &c.). On good authority it may be now told, 
that the charactet here ſo aſſectionately drawn, is that of Stephen 
Clay, eſq. This gentleman was the ſon and heir of Edmund 
Clay, a baberdaſher in London; was admitted of the honourable 
Society of the Inner Temple, Nov. 16, 1693, and called to the 
Bar, Nov. 24, 17500. 

Great pains have been taken to recover ſome account of this 
ingenious Lawyer; but they have not been attended with muck 
fuccels. The two following ſhort poems may probably incline 

| | the 
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heard of his intending to ſteal a marriage with- 
out the privity of us his intimate friends and ac- 
quaintance. I came into his apartment with 


the reader to ſympathize in the regret that this enquiry has not 
deen more fruitful of diſcoveries: 


The Maiv's ComPLarnT; a Soxo, by STEPHEN CLav, Eſq, 

Cuſtom, alas ! does partial prove, 
Nor gives us even meaſure ; 

A pain to maids it is to love, 
But tis to men a pleaſure. 

They freely can their thoughts explain, 
But ours muſt burn within 

We have got eyes and tongues in vain, 
And truth from us is fin. 

Men to new joys and conqueſts fly, 
And yet no hazards run ; 

Poor we are left if we deny, 
And if we yield, undone. 

Then equal laws let cuſtom find, 
Nor thus the ſex oppreſs ; 

More freedom give to womankind, 
Qr give ta mankind leſs. 


Sono, in Imitation of an Ode of Horacs to Barint:; 
By STEPHEN CLar, Eſq. 

Oh! that I could one blemiſh find, 
To moderate my pain! 

On that alone I'd fix my mind, 
And you ſhall charm iu vain. 

I ran thy face and body o'er, 
But thou art lovely there ; 

Thy ſpeech, thy mind, I did explore, 
Thou 'rt lovely every where: 

Through all mankind you ſpread defires, 
Old age no freedom knows ; 

And as each youth to man aſpires, 
Your empire larger grows. 

Bu: all that's female you muſt ſhun, 
Their envy ſooths your pride, 

You rob the mother of her ſon, 
Ar.d of her ſpouſe the bride. 


| Yee Roſcommon's Miſcellaneous Warks, 1709, 8vo. Part _ 
that 
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that intimacy which I have done for very many 
years, and walked directly into his bed-cham. 
ber, where I found my friend in the agonies of 
death. What could I do? The innocent mirth 
in my thoughts: ſtruck .upon me like the moſt 
flagitious wigkedneſs : I in vain called upon 
him ; he was ſenſeleſs, and too far ſpent to have 
the leaſt knowledge of my ſorrow, or any pain 
in himſelf, Give me leave. then to tranſcribe 
my ſoliloquy, as I ſtood by his mother, dumb 
with the weight of grief for a ſon who was her 
honour, and her comfort, and never till that 
hour, fince his birth, had been an occaſion of a 
momentẽs ſorrow to her, | 1 

« How ſurpriſing is this change! from the 
te poſſeſſion of vigorous life and ſtrength, to be 
« reduced in a few hours to this fatal extremity ! 
«© Thoſe lips, which look ſo pale and livid, 
within theſe few days gave delight to all who 
& heard their utterance ! It was the bulineſs, the 
* purpoſe of his being, next to obeying him (to 
% whom he is going), to pleaſe and inſtruct, and 
& that for no other end but to pleaſe and in- 
ce ſtruct. Kindneſs was the motive of his ac- 
e tions, and, with all the capacity requiſite for 
* making a figure in a contentious world, mo- 
t deration, good-nature, affability, temperance, 
& and chaſtity, were the arts of his excellent 
“„ life, There as he lies in helpleſs agony, no 
5 wiſe man, who knew him ſo well as I, but 

ce would 
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« would refign all the world can beſtow to be ſo 
% near the end of ſuch a life. Why does my 
« heart ſo little obey my reaſon as to lament 
« thee, thou excellent man Heaven receive 
« him, or reſtore him !—Thy beloved mother, 
« thy obliged friends, thy helpleſs ſervants, 
« ſtand around thee without diſtinction, How 
% much wouldſt thou, hadſt thou thy ſenſes, 
« fay to each of us! 

« But now that good heart burſts, and he! is 
« at reſt! With that breath expired a ſoulwho 
« never indulged a paſhon unfit for the place he 
eis gone to! Where are now thy plans of juſ- 
« tice, of truth, of honour? of what uſe the 
« yolumes thou haſt collated, the arguments 
te thou haſt invented, the examples thou haſt 
e followed? Poor were the expectations of the 
&« ſtudious, the modeſt, and the good, if the 
© reward of their labours were only to be ex- 
&© pected from man. No, my friend, thy in- 


* tended pleadings, thy intended good offices 


ce to thy friends, thy intended ſervices to thy 
t country, are already performed (as ta thy 
* concern in them) in his fight before whom the 
&« paſt, preſent, and future, appear at one view. 
6 While others with thy talents were tormented 
*« with ambition, with vain glory, with envy, 
« with emulation, how well didſt thou turn thy 
© mind to its own improvement in things out 
* of the power of fortune, in probity, in inte- 


7 1 Sr ty, 


- 


q18 STEELE'S LETTBRS 
te grity, in the practice and ſtudy of juſtice; how 
« ſilent thy paſſage, how private thy journey, 
« how glorious thy end! Many have I known 


„ more famous, * more knowing; not one ſo 
«© innocents” 


LETTER CCCXCIX. 


To the Duke of MarxLBorRovGoH, 


M Lok, Jan. 1, 1711-12. 
T was with the utmoſt conſternation I, this 
day, heard your Grace had received a diſ- 
miſſion from all your employments *: and leſt 
you ſhould, out of the ſoftneſs which is inſepa- 
rable from natures truly hetoic, believe this a 
diminution of your glory, I take the liberty 
to expreſs to vou, as well as J can, the ſenſe 
which mankind has of yout merit. 

That great genius with which God has en— 
dowed you, was raiſed by Him, to give the 
firſt notion, that the enemy was to be con- 


* « On the zoth of December, the Quten declared in eobncil, 
« that her Majeſty being acquainted, that an information again 
« the Duke of Marlborough was laid before the Houſe of Com- 
i mons, by the commiſſioners of the public accounts; her Ma- 
jeſty thought fit to diſmiſs him from all employments, that that 
« matter might take an impartial examination; and the next day 
« her Majeſty ſeat his Grace a letter, written with her own hand, 
4 ſignifying her royal pleaſure to reſume all the employments the 
had intruſted him with,” Life of Queen Anne, p. 415. 
quered: 
1 


??! ß, ad . 2am ot oa as 


ro ms FRIENDS 319 


quered : till you were placed at the head of ar- 
mies, the Confederates ſeemed contented to ſhew 
France that ſhe could not overcome Europe; 
but it entered not into the heart of man, that 
the reſt of Europe could conquer France. When 
have ſaid this, my Lord, there ariſe in my 
ſoul ſo many inſtances of your having been the 
miniſtering angel in the cauſe of Liberty, that 
my heart Hags, as if it expected the laſh of Sla- 
very, when the ſword is taken out of his hand 
who defended me and all men from it. Believe 
me, Immortal Sir, you have a lighter loſs in 
this change of your condition than any other 
man in England. Your actions have exalted 
you to be the chief of your ſpecies; and a con- 
tinued chain of ſucceſſes, reſulting from wiſe 
counſels, have denominated you the firſt of 
mankind in the age which was bleſſed with 
your birth. Enjoy what it is not in the power 
of fate itſelf to take from you, the memory of 
your paſt actions. Paſt actions make up pre- 
ſent glory. It is in the power of mortals to be 
thankleſs to you for doing them; but it is not 
in their power to take from you that you have 
done them. It is in the power of man to make 
your ſervices ineffectual in conſequences to your 
country; but it is not in their power to make 
them inglorious to yourſelf. Be not therefore 
you concerned ; but let us lament, who may 
ſuffer by your removal, Your glory is aug- 

mented 


- 
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mented by compariſon of your metit to the re. 
ward it meets with: but the honour of your 
country 5 5 > 5 | 
It is as impoffible to do you diſhonour, as to 
recall yeſterday ; your character is indelible in 
the book of fame : and though, after a few tur. 
bulent years, it will be faid of us, the reſt of 
mankind, * they were ; it will be to the end of 
time ſaid, Marlborough is.” My Lord, you 
are poſſeſſed of all the Engliſh glory of the whole 
age in which you live; and all who ſhall be 
tranſmitted to poſterity, muſt paſs down only 
memorable, as they have exerted themſelves in 
concert with you, or againſt you, with endleſs 
honour as your friends, infamy as your ene- 
mies. The brighteſt circumſtance that can be 
related of the Queen herſelf will be, it was ſhe 
for whom Marlborough conquered. Since it 
is thus, my Lord, if even the glorious edifice 
which your country decreed ſhould be erected 
to perpetuate your memory, ſtand unfiniſhed, 
let it ſtand ſo a monument of the inſtability of WF 
| human affairs. Your glory is not changed be- 
cauſe the reſt of mankind are changeable. It 
is not your fault that other generals have re- 
ceived a greater reward for eſcaping your va- 
tour, than you have for making them fly be- 
| + _ fore it. 

© Had it pleaſed God that we had loſt you by 
| your mortality, the greateſt man next t& you 
_— 2451 N would 
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wald have had the mitigation of his inferior 
gert, that the ſame age could not produce 
ch Another: but how will he do to avert the 
es of all mankind, upon all exigencies, from 
king towards you yet living? 

My noble Lord, be convinced that you can- 
zot be diſgraced ; that your ſtand in human life 
immutable ; that your glory is as impaſſive as 
he fame of him who died a thouſand years ago. 
Whence is it that we thus love you, that we 
bus honour you? It is from the very qualities 
which lay you open to the aſſaults of your ene- 
nies. That ſweet complacency, that admirable 
pirit, which is ſo tempered for the arts of 
mommon life, makes us loſe our wonder in love. 
b that amiable man, with that eaſy geſture, 
bat gentle, beſeeching mien, the man terrible 
n battle, the ſcourge of tyrants! My Lord 
Marlborough, do not think there are not men 
o can ſee your ſeveral accompliſhments, your 
axcellencies, that expoſe you to the poſhbility 
of being ill-treated. We underſtand you too 
yell not to ſee, and to thank you, that you come 
tome, as if you had never heard the acclama- 
ons of the univerſe ; that your modeſty and 
refignation have made your tranſcendent, your 
teroic, your god-like virtue, capable of being 
blended in ſociety with other men. And, my 
Lord, do you think we can let that virtue be 
lngerous to you, which only makes your other 

1 4 _ qualities 
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qualities not dangerous to us? Accept, O famj. 
liar, O amiable, O glorious man, the thanks of 
every generous, every honeſt man, in Great. 
Britain, Go on in your eaſy mien of life, he 
contented we ſee you, we admire you, we loye 
you the mpre. While you are, what you can- 
not ceaſe to be, that mild virtue is your ar. 
mour ; the ſhameleſs ruffian that ſhould attempt 
to ſully it, would find his force againſt it as de. 
teſtable as the ſtrength of a raviſher in the vio- 
lation of chaſtity, the teſtimonies of a perjured 
man confronting truth, or clamour drowning 
the voice of innocence, I am, my Lord, your 
gratctul fellow-ſubje&, and faithful friend, 
SCOTO-BRITANNUS “. 


LETTER CCCCF. 

To Lord Somers . 
Mr Lozp, [191-12], 1 
SHOULD not act the part of an impartial 
Spectator, if I dedicated the following pa- 


pers to one who is not of the moſt conſummate 
and moſt acknowledged merit, 


* Should it be ſaid, this is a name which Stcele was not likely 
to have adopted; let it be remembered, that he publiſhed the let- WW 
ter as his own in his © Political Writings.” j 
I + Prefixed to the firſt volume of The Spectator.“ 
: t This diſtinguiſhed Lawyer was born at Worceſter in 1652. ü 
He was firſt taken notice of at the trial of the Seven Biſhops, for 
whom he was one of the counſel. See p. 324. 
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None but a perſon of a finiſhed eharacter can 
he the proper patron of a work, which endea- 
yours to cultivate and poliſh human life, by 
jromoting virtue and knowledge, and by re- 
commending whatſoever may be either uſeful 
or ornamental to ſociety. 8 | 
| know that the homage I now pay you is 
efering a kind of violence to one who is as ſo- 
icitous to ſhun applauſe, as he is aſſiduous to 
teſerve it. But, my Lord, this is perhaps the 
mly particular in which your prudence will be 
ways diſappointed. | 

While juſtice, candour, equanimity, a zeal 
for the good of your country, and the moſt per- 
ſuafiye eloquence in bringing over others to it, 
we valuable diſtinctions ; you are not to expect 
that the publick will ſo far comply with your 
nclinations, as to forbear celebrating ſuch ex- 
mordinary qualities. It is in vain that you 
have endeavoured to conceal your ſhare of me- 
nt in the many national ſervices which you have 
elected, Do what you will, the preſent age 
will be talking of your virtues, though poſte- 
ity alone will do them juſtice *. 

Other men paſs through oppoſitions and con- 
ending intereſts in the ways of ambition; but 
jour great abilities have been invited to power, 
nd importuned to accept of advancement. Nor 


Mr. Walpole, for one, has done them juſtice, in his “ Ca- 
"talogue of Royal and Noble Authors,” : 
Y 2 is 


* 
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is it ſtrange that this ſhould happen to you 
Lordſhip, who could bring into the ſervice of 
your Sovereign the arts and policies of ancient 
Greece and Rome; as well as the moſt exad 
knowledge of our own conſtitution in particular 
and of the intereſts of Europe in general; t 
which I muſt alſo add, a certain dignity in 
yourſelf, that (to ſay the leaſt of it) has bee 
always equal to thoſe great honours which have 
been conferred upon you: 

It is very well known how much the Churel 
owed to you, in the moſt dangerous day“ it eyer 

+ ſaw 


This mof# dangerous day was June 29, 1688, the very de 
on which the Seven Biſhops, who had been committed to th 
Tower by that wicked chancellor, Jefferys, for modeſily pet 
tioning King James II. to excuſe them from reading his decl 
ration of his diſpenſing power in matters of religion, were trie 
in Weſtminſter-hall, and acquitted, to the univerſal joy of th 
nation. In this famous trial, our Author's patron, then on 
Mr. Somers, was one of the learned counſel for the biſhops, and 
for his noble defence of thoſe prelates, who were then general 
b ly ſtyled the ſever golden candleflicks, he was, by King Willia 
made Solicitor-general, May 7, 1689; then Attorney-genera 
May 2, 1692, and knighted ; and Lord Keeper, 1693, Ap 
21, 1697, he was created Lord Somers, Baron of Eveſham, an 
made Lord Chancellor of England; from which poſt he w. 
removed in 1700, and in 1701 impeached by the Common 
but acquitted on his trial by the Lords. He then retired to hi 
ſtudies, and was choſen Preſident of the Royal Society, | 
1706, he projected the Union. In 1708, Queen Anne mad 
him Lord Preſident of the Privy Council; but, on the chang 
of her miniſtry in 1710, he was alſo diſplaced. Towards th 
latter end of the Queen's reign he grew very infirm ; whic 
probably was the reaſon why he had no other poſt than a fc: 
at the council-table at the acceſſion of King George I. He die 
of an apoplectic fit, Apuyl 26, 2716, after having for ſome tim 
unfortunate! 
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ww, that of the arraignment of its prelates ; 
md how far the civil power, in the late and 
preſent reign, has been indebted to your coun- 
0 and wiſdom. 

But to enumerate the great Ae which 
the publick has received from your adminiſtra- 
ton, would be a more proper work for an hiſ- 
try, than for an addreſs of this nature. 

Your Lordſhip appears as great in your pri- 
ute life, as in the moſt important offices which 
jou have borne, I would, therefore, rather 
chooſe to ſpeak of the pleafure you afford all 
who are admitted into your converſation, of 
jour elegant taſte in all the polite parts of 
karning, of your great humanity and compla- 
cency of manners, and of the ſurpriſing influ- 
eace which is peculiar to you in making every 
me who converſes with your Lordſhip prefer 
you to himſelf, without thinking the leſs meanly 
of his own talents. But if I ſhould take notice 
of all that might be obſerved in your Lordſhip, 
| ſhould have nothing new to ſay upon any 
other character of diſtinction. I am, my Lord, 
jour Lordſhip's moſt devoted, moſt obedient, 
tumble ſervant, THE SPECTATOR. 


unfortunately ſurvived the powers of his underſtanding. This 
eter of Steele gives a lively ſkerch of his character; but ſurely 
to man's was ever better depicted by a pen than this nobleman's 
s by Mr. Addiſon in that admirable paper, intituled, “ The 
*Frecholder,”” publiſhed on the 4th of May (the day of his 
Lordſhip's interment), to which the curious are referred. His 
Wings are too well known to need enumeration. 
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I ET TE R Cc. 
8 'To CruanLss Lord HALIFAx *. 
My Loxp, 


4 IMFLITUDE of manners and ſtudies is 
_ uſually mentioned as one of the ſtron geſt 
mbtives to affection and eſteem ; but the paſh. 
onate veneration I have for your Lordſhip, ] 
think, flows from an admiration of qualities in 


In a note on a former epiſtle to this nobleman, p- 308, this 

her acecount of him was promiſed. 

Mr. Charles Montague, grandſon to an Earl of Mancheſter 
was taken much notice of at Cambridge, for his © City and 
Country Mouſe,” a ſatire on Mr. Dryden. Being brought 
to Court at the Revolution, he was conſtituted one of the Lord: 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, March 2, 1691-2; Chancellog 
of the Exchequer, m May 1694. The coin being exceedingly 
debaſed and diminiſhed, he formed the deſign of calling j in the 
money, and re- coining it, in 1695 ; which was effected in tue 
years : to ſupply the immediate want of caſh, he projected the 
iſſuing of Exchequer bills. For this fervice, he had the thank: 
of the Houſe of Commons in 1697. He was next year appointed 
Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; and, reſigning that 

in June 1700, obtained a grant of the office of Auditor of 
the receipt of the Exchequer; and the fame year, Dec. 13, was 
created Baron Halifax. On the acceſſion of King George I. he 
was a member of the regency ; was appointed Firſt Lord Com 
miſſioner of the Treaſury, OR. 5, 1714; created Viſcount Sun 
bury and Earl of Halifax, Oct. 15; and died May 15, 1715. 
« Addiſon has celebrated this Lord in his Account of the great- 
&.eft Engliſh Poets: Steele has drawn his character in the ſe-— 
4% cond volume of the Spectator, and in the fourth of the Tatler; 
but Pope, in the portrait of Bufo, in the Epiſtle to Arbuth- 
% not, has returned the ridicule which his Lordſhip, in conjunc- 
_ « tion with Prior, had heaped on Dryden's Hind and Panther. 1 


Walpole” 5 Cataloguy, vol. II. p. 116, 
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pon, of which, in the whole courſe of theſe 
papers *, I have acknowledged myſelf incapable. 
While I buſy myſelf as a ſtranger upon earth, 
and can pretend to no other than being a 
looker-0n; you are conſpicuous in the buſy and 
polite world, both in the world of men, and 
that of letters. While I am filent and unob- 
frved in public meetings, you are admired by 
il that approach you as the life and genius of 
the converſation, What an happy conjunction 
of different talents meets in him whoſe whole 
diſcourſe is at once animated by the ſtrength 
and force of reaſon, and adorned with all the 
graces and embelliſhments of wit! When learn- 
ng irradiates common life, it is then in its 
higheſt uſe and perfection; and it is to ſuch as 
your Lordſhip, that the ſciences owe the eſteem 
which they have with the active part of man- 
lind. Knowledge of books in recluſe men, is 
like that ſort of lantern which hides him who 
carries it, and ſerves only to paſs through ſecret 
and gloomy paths of his own; but, in the poſ- 
ſeſfion of a man of buſineſs, it is as a torch in 
the hand of one who is willing and able to ſhew 
thoſe who were bewildered, the way which 
leads to their proſperity and welfare. A gene- 
tous concern for your country, and a paſſion 
for every thing which is truly great and noble, 


This Letter was originally prefixed to the ſecond volume 
of © The Spectatot.“ 


4 are 


328 STEELE'S LETTERS 

are what actuate all your life and actions; and! 
hope you will forgive me that I have an ambi. 
tion this book may be placed in the library of 
ſo good a judge of what is valuable, in that li. 
brary where the choice is ſuch,” that it will not 
be a diſparagement to be the meaneſt author in 
it. Forgive me, my Lord, for taking this oc. 
caſion of telling all the world how ardently ! 
love and honour you; and that I am, with the 
utmoſt gratitude for all your favours, my Lord, 
your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, TRE SPpEcTaATo0R, 


LETTER CCCCIL 
To Mr. Pope. 


DAR SIR, Jan. 20, 1711-12. 
HAVE received your very kind letter, 
That part of it which is grounded upon 

your belief that I have much affection and 
friendſhip for you, I receive with great plea- 
« ſure. That which acknowledges the honour 
done to your Eflay*” I have no pretence to; it 
was written by one whom I will make you ac- 
quainted with, which is the beſt return I can 
make to you for your favour to, Sir, your moſt 
obliged humble ſervant, Rican, STEELE, 


* This relates to the Spectator, Ne CCLIII. which was 
written by Addiſon, and pays a handſome compliment to Pope's 


Eſſay on Criticiſm,” 
SN OI LETTER 


-- 
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6410 3 To Mr. Porz. 
n June 1, 1712. 
AM at a ſolitude “, an houſe between Hamp- 
ſtead and London, wherein Sir- Charles 
Sedley died +. This circumſtance ſet me a 
1 thinking and ruminating upon the employments 
be in which men of wit exerciſe themſelves. It 
d, vas ſaid of Sir Charles, who breathed his laſt 
E in this room, 


* Sedley has that prevailing tek art, | 


„Which can with a reſiſtleſs charm impart 
“The looſeſt wiſhes to the chaſteſt heart; 

© Raiſe ſuch a conflict, kindle ſuch a fire 

« Between declining virtue and deſire, 

“Till the poor vanquiſh'd maid diffolves away, 
In dreams all night, in ſighs and tears all day.” 


This was an happy talent to a man of the town; 
but, I dare fay, without preſuming to make 
uncharitable conjectures on the author's preſent 
condition, he would rather have had it ſaid of 
him that he prayed, | 

„Oh thou my voice inſpire, 
„Who touch'd Iſaiah's hallow'd lips with fire!“ 


I have turned to every verſe and chapter, and 
think you have preſerved the ſublime heavenly 


It is to be feared there were too many pecuniary reaſons, for 
this temporary ſolitude. 
+ Adout eight or nine years before the date of this letter. 


4 ſpirit 
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ſpirit throughout the whole, eſpecially at 
« Hark a glad voice“ - and“ The lamb with 


& wolves ſhall graze.” There is but one line 
which I think below the original : 


He wipes the tears for ever from our eyes.” 


You have expreſſed it with a good and pious, 
but not ſo exalted and poetical a ſpirit as the 
prophet, © The Lord God will wipe away tears 
ec from off all faces.” If you agree with me in 
this, alter it by way of paraphraſe or otherwiſe, 
that, when it comes into a volume, it may be 
amended. Your poem is already better than 
the Pollio. I am your, &. Rich. STEELE, 


LETTER CCCCIV. 


From Mr. PoPE. 


-? 


June 18, 1712. 

Vo have obliged me with a very kind 
letter, by which I find you ſhift the ſcene 
"of your life from the town to the country, and 
enjoy that mixed ſtate which wiſe men both de- 
light in and are qualified for. Methinks the 
moraliſts and philoſophers have generally run 
too much into extremes, in commending entirely 
either ſolitude, or public life. In the former, 
men for the moſt part grow uſeleſs by too much 
reſt; and in the latter, are deſtroyed by too 

| much 


* * 8 — _ tw__ — 9 = 


. 


To us FRIENDS 331 


much precipitation ; as waters, lying ſtill, pu- 
trify, and are good for nothing, and running 
violently on do but the more miſchief in theit 
paſſage to others, and are ſwallowed up and loſt 
the ſooner themſelves. Thoſe indeed, who can 
be uſeful to all ftates, ſhould be like gentle 
ſtreams, that not only glide through lonely val- 
lies and foreſts amidſt the flocks and the ſhep- 
herds, but viſit populous towns in their courſe, 
and are at once of ornament and ſervice to them. 
But there are another ſort of people who ſeem 
defigned for ſolitude ; ſuch, I mean, as have 
more to hide than to ſhew. As for my own 
part, I am one of thoſe of whom Seneca ſays, 
© tam umbratiles ſunt, ut putent in turbido eſſe 
& quicquid in luce eft.” Some men, like ſome 
pictures, are fitter for a corner than a full light; 
and, I believe, ſuch as have a natural bent to 
ſolitude (to carry on the former fimilitude) are 
like waters, which may be forced into fountains, 
and, exalted into a great height, may make ,a 
noble figure, and a louder noiſe ; but, after all, 
they would run more ſmoothly, quietly, and 
plentifully, in their own natural courſe upon 
the ground *. The conſideration of this would 


* The foregoing ſimilitudes Mr. Pope had put into verſe 
ſome years before, and inſerted into Mr. Wycherley's poem on 
« Mixed Life,” We find them in the vecſification very diſtinct 
from the reſt of that poem, Sce his Poſthumous Works, 8vo. 
PP- 3 and 4, 
| 2 make 
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make me very well contented with the poſſeſſion 
only of: that quiet which Cowley calls the com- 
panion of obſcurity. But whoever has the Muſes 
too for his companions, can never be idle 
enough to be uneaſy. Thus, Sir, you ſee I 
would flatter myſelf into a good opinion of my 
own way of living. Plutarch juſt now told me, 
that it is in human life as in a game at tables, 
where a man may wiſh for the higheſt caſt, but, 
if his chance be otherwiſe, he is e'en to play it 
as well as he can, and to make the beſt of it. I 
am your, &c, A. Pope, 


L611 KR: CODCCY, 


From Mr. Pork. 


| July 15, 1712. 
OU formerly obſerved to me, that no- 

thing made a more ridiculous figure in a 
man's life, than the diſparity we often find in 
him lick and well: thus one of an unfortunate 
conſtitution 1s perpetually exhibiting a miſerable 
example of the weakneſs of his mind, and of his 
body, in their turns. I have had frequent op- 
portunities of late to confider myſelf in theſe 
different views, and, I hope, have received ſome 
advantage by it, if what Waller ſays be true, that 


% The ſoul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd, 
Lets in new light thro” chinks that time has made.” 


Then 
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Then ſurely ſickneſs, contributing no leſs than 
old age to the ſhaking down this ſcaffolding of 
the body, may diſcover the inward ſtructure 
more plainly. Sickneſs is a ſort of early old 
age: it teaches us a diffidence in our earthly 
ſtate, and inſpires us with the thoughts of a fu- 
ture, better than a thouſand volumes of philo- 
ſophers and divines. It gives ſo warning a con- 
cuſſion to thoſe props of our vanity, our ſtrength 
and youth, that we think of fortifying ourſelves 
within, when there is ſo little dependance upon 
our outworks. Youth, at the very beſt, is but a 
betrayer of human lite in a gentler and ſmoother 
manner than age: it is like a ſtream that nou- 
riſhes a plant upon a bank, and cauſes it to 
flouriſh and bloſſom to the fight, but at the 
ſame time is undermining it at the root in ſe- 
cret, My youth has dealt more fairly and 
openly with me: it has afforded ſeveral proſpects 
of my danger, and given me an advantage not 
very common to young men, that the attractions 
of the world have not dazzled me very much; 
and I begin, where moſt people end, with a 
full conviction of the emptineſs of all forts of 
ambition, and the unſatisfactory nature of all 
human pleaſures. When a ſmart fit of fickneſs 
tells me this ſcurvy tenement of my body will 
fall in a little time, l am e'en as unconcerned 
as was that honeſt Hibernian, who, being in bed 
in the great ſtorm ſome years 2go, and told the 

houſe 
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houſe would tumble over his head, made at. 
ſwer, What care I for the houſe, I am only a 
* lodger !” I fancy it is the beſt time to die 
when one is in the beſt humour; and ſo excel. 
five weak as I now am, I may fay with conſci. 
ence, that I am not at all uneaſy at the thought 
that many men, whom I never had any eſteem 
for, are likely to enjoy this world after me, 
When l refle& what an inconfiderable little atom Il 0 
every ſingle man is, with reſpe& to the whole 8 
creation, methinks it is a ſhame to be concerned 
at the removal of ſuch a trivial animal as I am, 
The morning after my exit the fun will rife as 
bright as ever, the flowers ſmell as ſweet, the 
plants ſpring as green, the world will procecd 
in its old courſe, people will laugh as heartily, 
and marry as faſt, as they were uſed to do. The 
„memory of man,“ as it is elegantly expreſſed in 
the Book of Wiſdom, © paſſeth away as the remem- 
* brance of a gueſt that tarrieth but one day.” 
There are reaſons enough, in the fourth chapter 
of the ſame book, to make any young man 
contented with the proſpect of death. For 
& honourable age is not that which ſtandeth in 
& length, of time, or is meaſured by number of 
« years. But wiſdom is the grey hair to men, 
© and an unſpotted lite is old age. He was 
% taken away ſpeedily, leſt wickedneſs ſhould 
« alter his underſtanding, or deceit beguile his 
„ foul,” &c. I am your, &c, A. Pos. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCVI. 


To Mr. LINTOTrr. 


Ms. LinToTT, Aug. 4, 1712. 
R. ADDISON deſired me to tell you, 
that he wholly diſapproves the manner of 
treating Mr. Dennis in a little pamphlet by way 
of Dr. Norris's account *®. When he thinks fit 
to take notice of Mr. Dennis's objections to his 
writings +, he will do it in a way Mr. Dennis 
ſhall have no juſt reaſon to complain of. But 
when the papers abovementioned were offered 
to be communicated to him, he ſaid he could 
not, either in honour or conſcience, be privy 
to ſuch a treatment, and was ſorry to hear of it. 
I am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
RICHARD STEELE. 


——— 


LETTER CCCCVIL 


. From Mr. Pork. 


Nov. 7, 1712. 
WAS the other day in company with five 
or ſix men of ſome learning ; where chanc- 
ing to mention the famous verſes which the Em- 


Of the frenzy of Mr. John Dennis; a narrative written by 
Mr, Pope. Sec his letter to Mr, Addiſon of July 20, 1713. 

+ Remarks upon Cato. 
peror 
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peror Adrian ſpoke on his death-bed, they were 
all agreed that it was a piece of gaiety unwor. 
thy of that prince in thoſe circumſtances, [ 
could not but differ from this opinion: me- 
thinks it was by no means a gay, but a very ſe. 
rious ſoliloquy to his ſoul at the point of its de. 
parture ; in which ſenſe I naturally took the 
verſes at my firſt reading them, when I was very 
young, and before I knew what interpretation 
the world generally put upon them, 


“ Animula vagula, blandula, 
* Hoſpes comeſque corporis, 
« Quz nunc abibis in loca? 
« Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 
„Nec (ut ſoles) dabis joca?“ 


« Alas, my ſoul! thou pleaſing companion of 
de this body, thou fleeting thing that art now 
te deferting it! whither art thou flying? to 
te what unknown ſcene? all trembling, fearful, 
* and penfive ! what now is become of thy for- 
c mer wit and humour thou ſhalt _ and be 
c gay no more. 

I confeſs, I cannot apprehend 8 lies the 
trifling in all this: it is the moſt natural and 
obvious reflection imaginable to a dying man: 
and if we conſider the Emperor was a heathen, 
that doubt concerning the future fate of his ſoul 
will ſeem ſo far from being the effect of want of 
thought, that it was ſcarce reaſonable he ſhould 

| think 
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think otherwiſe; not to mention that here is a 
plain confeſſion included of his belief in its im. 
mortality. The diminutive epithets of vagula, 
Mandula, and the reſt, appear not to nie as ex- 
preſſions of levity, but rather of endearment and 
concern; ſuch as we find in Catullus, and the 
authors of Hendeca-/yllabi after him, where they 
are uſed to expreſs the utmoſt love and tender- 
neſs for their miſtreſſes. If you think me right 
in my notion of the laſt words of Adrian, be 
pleaſed to inſert it in the Spectator *; if not, to 
ſuppreſs it. I am, &c. A. Pope. 


ADRIANI morientis ad ANIMAM. Tranſlated. 
Ah, fleeting ſpirit ! wandering fire, 
That long haſt warm'd my tender breaſt, 


Muſt thou no more this frame inſpire ? 
No more a pleafing, chearful gueſt ? 
Whither, ah whither art thou flying ! 
To what dark, undiſcover'd ſhore ? 
Thou ſeem'ſt all trembling, ſhivering, dying, 
And wit and humour are no more 


LETTER CCCCVIIL 


To Mr. Porz. 
Nov. 12, 1712. 
HAVE read over your Temple of Fame“ 
twice, and cannot find any thing amiſs, of 
weight enough to call a fault, but ſee in it a 


* See Spectator, Ne DXXXII. Nov. 10, 1712» 
| thouſand 
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thouſand thouſand beauties. Mr. Addiſon ſhall 
ſee it to-morrow : after his peruſal of it, I will 
let you know his thoughts. I defire you would 
let me know whether you are at leiſure or not? 
I have a deſign “, which I fhall open a month ot 
two hence, with the aſſiſtance / of the few like 
yourſelf, If your thoughts are unengaged, I 
ſhall explain myſelf further. I am your, &c. 
R1iCHARD STEELF, 
— 
EF. 
From Mr, Port. 


Nov. 16, 17r2, 

OU oblige me by the indulgence you 

have ſhewn to the poem I ſent you, but 

will oblige me much more by the kind ſeverity 
I hope for from you. No errors are ſo trivia 
but they deſerve to be mended. But fince you 
ſay you ſee nothing that may be called a fault, 
can you but think it ſo, that I have confined the 
attendance of + guardian ſpirits to Heaven's fa 
vourites only ? I could point you to ſeveral, but 
it is my buſineſs to be informed of thoſe faults 
I do not know ; and as for thoſe I do, not to 
talk of them, but to correct them. You ſpeak 
of that poem in a ſtyle I neither merit, nor ex. 


| * This was The Guardian,” in which Pope aſſiſted. 

+ This is not now to be found in the © Temple of Fame, 
which is the poem here ſpoken of. 

ä pect; 
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ect; but, I aſſure you, if you freely mark or. 
jaſh out, I ſhall look upon your blots to be its 
greateſt beauties : I mean, if Mr. Addiſon and 
yourſelf ſhould like it in the whole; otherwiſe 
b of" trouble of correction is what I would not 
like Jake, for I was really ſo diffident of it as to let 
1, 1 Ii le by me theſe * two years, juſt as you now 
ee it. I am afraid of nothing ſo much as to 
impoſe any thing en the world which is unwor- 
thy of its acceptance, 

As to the laſt period of your letter, I ſhall be 
very ready and glad to contribute to any defign 
that tends to the advantage of mankind, which, 
-», M1 am ſure, all yours do . I wiſh 1 had but as 
much 


* Hence it appears this poem was written before the author was 
wenty-two years old. 

+ In a ſubſequent letter to Mr. Addiſon, Pope ſays, “ As I 
hope, and would flatter myſelf, that you know me and my 
thoughts ſo entirely as never to be miſtaken in either, ſo it is a 
* pleaſure to me that you have gueſſed ſo right in regard to the 
author of that GUARDIAN you mentioned. But I am ſorry to 
« find it has taken air that I have ſome hand in thoſe papers, be- 
« cauſe I writ ſo very few, as neither to deſerve the credit of ſuch 
« a report with ſome people, nor the diſrepute of it with others. 
« An honeſt Jacobite ſpoke to me the ſenſe or nonſenſe of the 
« weak part of his party very fairly, that the good people took it 
ill of me that I writ with STEELE, though upon never ſo indif- 
« ferent ſubjects. This, I know, you will laugh at as well as I 
«do; yet I doubt not but many little calumniators, and perſons 
of ſour diſpoſitions, will take occaſion hence to beſpatter me. I 
«* confeſs, I ſcorn narrow ſouls of all parties, and, if I renounce 
* my reaſon in religious matters, I will hardly do it in any other. 
J cannot imagine whence it comes to paſs that the few Guar- 
« dians I have written are ſo generally known for mine: that in 
particular which you mention I never diſcovered to any man 

2 n but 
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much capacity as leiſure, for I am perfedtly 
idle (a fign I have not much capacity). 

If you will entertain the beſt opinion of me, 
be pleaſed to think me your friend. Aﬀure 
Mr. Addifon of my moſt faithful ſervice; of 
every one's eſt&m he muſt be aſſured already 


I am your, &c. A. Pop, 
— _—_——_ 
LE:I'F ER  COCCEK. 
From Mr. Port. 


Nov. 29, 1712, Wo 
AM ſorry you publiſhed that notion about ¶ fe 
Adrian's verſes * as mine: had1 imagined Wl vw 


but the publiſher, till very lately: yet almoſt every body told me Ut 
« of it. As to his taking a more politic turn, I cannot any way enter WM 91 
* into that ſecret, nor have I been let into it any more than into 
« the reſt of his politics Though it is ſaid, he will take into i 
« theſe papers alſo ſeveral ſubjects of the politer kind, as before: Ml tl 
« but, I aſſure you, as to myſelf, I have quite dene with them WM + 
* for the future. The little I have done, and the great reſpect ! 
« bear Mr. Steele as a man of wit, has rendered me a ſuſpected 
© Whig to ſome of the violent; but (as old Dryden ſaid before t 
* me) it is not the violent I defign to pleaſe.” 

ln the Spectator above referred to, p. 337, Steele fays, “ 
« claim to myſelf the merit of having extorted excellent pro- Wl 4 
« duCftions from a perſon of the greateſt abilities, who would not WM | 
* have let them appeared by any other means; to have animated 
„ a few young gentlemen into worthy purſuits, who will be a 
„glory to our age; and at all times, and by all poſſible means il | 
« in my power, undermined the intereſts of ignorance, vice, and 
« folly, and attempted to ſubſtitute in their ſtead learning, pi- 
« ety, und good ſenſe. It is from this honeſt heart, that I find | 
« myfelf honourtd as a gentleman- uſher to the Arts and Sci- 
« ences. Mr. Tickell and Mr. Pope have, it ſeems, this idea 
«'of me. The former has written me an excellent paper of 
« yerſes in praiſe, forſooth, of myſelf; and the other incloſed 
«« for my peruſal an admirable poem, which, I hope, will ſhortly 
a 66 ſee the light,” 


you 
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you would uſe my name, I ſhould have expreſ- 
{ed my ſentiments with more modeſty and dif- 
fdence. I only ſent it to have your opinion, 
and not to publiſh my own, which I diſtruſted. 
But I think the ſuppoſition you draw from the 
notion of Adrian's being addicted to magic, is a 
little uncharitable (! that he might fear no ſort 
« of deity, good or bad”), ſince, in the third 
rerſe, he plainly teſtifies his apprehenfion of a 
future ſtate, by being ſolicitous whither his ſoul 
was going. As to what you mention of his 
uſing gay and ludicrous expreſſions, I have 
owned my opinion to be, that the expreſſions 
are not ſo, but that diminutives are as often, in 
the Latin tongue, uſed as marks of tenderneſs 
and concern. 

Anima is no more than my ſoul,” enimula has 
the force of my dear ſoui.” To ſay virgo bella 
is not half fo eadearing as virguncula bellula ; 
and had Auguſtus only called Horace lepidum 
bominem, it had amounted to no more than that 
he thought him a * pleaſant fellow :” it was the 
bomunciolum that expreſſed the love and tender- 
neſs that great Emperor had for him. And 
perhaps I ſhould myſelf be much better pleaſed, 
if I were told you called me ““ your little 
* friend,” than if you complimented me with 
the title of © a great genius,” or © an eminent 
* hand,” as Jacob * does all his authors. I am 
your, &c. A. Pope. 


* Jacob Tonſon. 
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LETTER CCCCXI. 


To Mr. PoE. 
Dec. 4, 1712, 


HIS is to defire of you that you would 
pleaſe to make an ode as of a chearful dy. 

ing ſpirit; that is to ſay, the Emperor Adrian 

& animula vagula,” put into two or three flanzas 

for muſic. If you comply with this, and ſend 

me word fo, you will very particularly oblige 
your, &c. * RICHARD STEELE, 


LETTER CCCCXI. 


From Mr, Popes. 
Dec. 1712. 


DO not ſend you word J will do, but have 

already done the thing you defire of me. 
You have it (as Cowley calls it) juſt warm from 
the brain. It came to me the firſt moment 1 
waked this morning: yet, you will ſee, it was 
not ſo abſolutely inſpiration *, but that I had in 
my head not only the verſes of Adrian, but the 


fine fragment of Sappho, &c. 


The DyI NG CHRISTIAN to his Soul, OD E. 


Vital ſpark of heavenly flame! 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame : 
Trembling, hoping, lingering, flying, 
— Oh the pain, the bliſs of dying 
- Ceaſe, fond Nature, ceaſe thy ſtrife, 
And let me languiſh into life. 

* Tt has been ſuggeſted, that ſome part of what is here aſcribed 

to inſpiration, and faid to have come warm from Pope's heart, 


dropt originally from the pen of Flatman, 


Hark 


— 
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Hark! they whiſper ; Angels ſay, 


Siſter Spirit, come away 

What 1s this abſorbs me quite, 

Steals my ſenſes, ſhuts my fight, 
_ Drowns my ſpirits, draws my breath? 
Tell me, my ſoul, can this be Death? 


The world recedes ; it diſappears ! 

Heaven opens on my eyes! my ears 
With ſounds ſeraphic ring ! 

Lend, lend your wings! I mount! I fly! 

8e O Grave! where is thy victory? 

8 O Death ! where is thy ſting ? 


LETTER CCCCKIIIF, 


e To HEAVY BorLE +, Eſq. 


. S1R, [1712]. 

S the profeſſed deſign of this work is to 
A entertain its readers in general, without 
giving offence to any particular perſon, it would 
be difficult to find out ſo proper a patron for it 


* Prefixed to the third volume of © The Spectator.“ 

+ Youngeſt ſon of Charles Lord Clifford. He was appointed 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to King William in March 1701; 
was much eſteemed by that prince ; and continued in that poſt till 
Feb. 12, 1707-8, when he was made one of the principal Secre- 
taries of State, in which ſtation he remained till Sept. 20, 1710. 
On the acceſſion of George I. Mr. Boyle was created Lord Carle. 
ton, and ſoon after made Preſident of the Council; He died un- 
married, March 14, 1724-5+ To the kindneſs of Mr. Boyle, 
and the friendſhip of Lord Halifax, Mr. Addiſon was indebted for 
his firſt introdutien to Lord Godolphin, See Budgell, p. 153. 
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as yourſelf, there being none whoſe merit ix 
more univerſally acknowledged by all parties, 
and who has. made himſelf more friends, and 

. fewer enemies. Your great abilities, and un- 
queſtioned integrity, in thoſe high employment, 
which you have paſſed through, would not have 
been able to have raiſed you this general appro- 
bation, had they not been accompanied with 
that moderation in an high fortune, and that 
affability of manners, which are ſo conſpicuous 
through all parts of your life. Your averſion 
to any oſtentatious arts of ſetting to ſhow thoſe 
great ſervices which you have done the publick, 
has not likewiſe a little contributed to that uni- 
verſal acknowledgement which is paid you by 
your country. 

The confideration of this part of your cha- 
racter, is that which hinders me from enlarging 
on thoſe extraordinary talents, which have given 
you ſo great a figure in the Britiſh ſenate, as 
well as in that elegance and politeneſs which 

, appear in your more retired canverſation. 1 
ſhould be unpardonable if, after what I have 
ſaid, I ſhould longer detain you with an addreſs 
of this nature: I cannot, however, conclude it 
without acknowledging thoſe great obligations 
which you have laid upon, Sir, your moſt obe- 

dient, humble ſervant, Tux SPECTATOR. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXIV*, 
To the Duke of MAarLBoRoOUGH +, 


My LokD, (1712.] 

S it is natural to have a fondneſs for what 
has coſt. us much time and attention to 

produce, 


* Prefixed to the fourth volume of © The Spectator.“ Sce a 
former letter to the Duke, p. 322. 

+ John Churchill, eldeſt ſon of Sir Winſtan Churchill, of 
Wooten-Baſſet, in the county of Wilts, was born June 24, 1650, 
The Duke of York obtained for him an enfigncy in the guards ſo 
early as 1666; and a company of grenadiers, under the Duke of 
Monmouth, in 1672, at the ſiege of Maeſtricht. On his return, 
he was appointed a lieutenant-colonel, a gentleman of the bed - 
chamber, and maſter of the robes to the Duke of York. Attend- 
ing the Duke into Scotland, he had a regiment of dragoons z and 
was created Baron of Aymouth in that kingdom, Dec. 1, 1682. 
King James, on his acceſhon, appointed him gentleman of the 
bedchamber, captain. of a troop of his life-guard ; and created him 
Baron Churchill of Sandridge, May 14, 1685. At the Revolu- 
tion, he was continued gentleman of the bed=chamber ; ſworn of 
the privy council, Feb. 6, 1688-9; created Earl of Marlborough, 


April 9, 1689; the ſame year was commander of the Engliſh 
| forces in Flanders, and in 1690 had the ſame employment in lie- 


land. He was, notwithſtanding, diſmiſſed from the King's ſer- 
rice, and even committed to the Tower on ſuſpicion of a plot. 
On the death of Queen Mary, he was recalled to the privy council ; 
and appointed, June 19, 1698, governor to the Duke of Glou- 


ceſter, with this extraordinary compliment from the King, My 


Lord, make him but what you are, and my nephew will be all. 
« I wiſh to ſee him.” He was three times one of the lords juſ- 
tices in the King's abſence; and, in 1701, commander in chief of 
the Engliſh forces in Holland, and ambaſſador extraordinary to 
the States General. King William having warmly recommended 
him to the Princeſs Anne, he was, about a week after her Ma- 
jeſty's acceſſion, elected Knight of the Garter ; and, ſoon after, 

appointed 
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produce, I hope your Grace will forgive my en. 
deavour to preſerve this work from oblivion, by 
affixing to it your memorable name. 

[ ſhall not here preſume to mention the illuſ. 
trious paſſages of your life, which are celebrated 
by the whole age, and have been the ſubje of 
the moſt ſublime pens ; but if I could convey 
you to poſterity in your private character, and 
deſcribe the ſtature, the behaviour, and aſpeR, 
of the Duke of Marlborough, I queſtion not 
but it would fill the reader with more agreeable 
images, and give him a more delightful enter- 
tainment. than what can be found in the follow. 
ing, or any other book. 

One cannot indeed without offence to your. 
ſelf obſerve, that you excel the reſt of man- 


appointed captain-general of all the forces, and ambaſſador to The 
States, In 1702, he commanded the army in Flanders; and, t 
his return, was created, Dec. 22, Marquis of Blandford and Duse 
of Marlborough. In 1704, in conſequence of the memorable 
victory at Hock ted, he was appointed a Prince of the Empire; and 
had Mildenheim aſſigned for his principality, Nov. 12, 1705. On 
the 19th of January, 1710-11, finding the Queen's prepoſſeſſion 
againſt his Ducheſs could not be overcome, he carried a ſurrender 
of all her places te her Majeſty; and was himſelf diſmiſſed, Dec. 
30, 1711. Upon the Earl of Godolphin's death, reſolving to quit 
this kingdom, he embarked at Dover, Nov. 14, 1712; and the 
Ducheſs followed him in February. On the acceſfion of Kirg 
George I. he returned to London, Aug. 4, 1714; and was again, 


Sept. 24, appointed captain-general of the land forces, maſter-ge- 
neral of the ordnance, and colonel of the firſt regiment of foot- 


guards, He died at Windſor Lodge, June 16, 1722, in the 72d 


year of his age, and was buried with great ſolemnity in Weſtmin- 


ſter · abbey. ; 
kind 
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und in the leaſt, as well as the greateſt endow- 
ments. Nor were it a circumſtance to be men- 
toned, if the graces and attractions of your per- 
ſon were not the only pre- eminence you have 
above others, which is left, almoſt, unobſerved 
vey hy greater writers. 
and Yet how pleafing would it be to thoſe who 
ect, Hall read the ſurpriſing revolutions in your ſtory, 
not o be made acquainted with your ordinary life 
ble and deportment ! How pleaſing would it be to 
er- hear that the ſame man, who had carried fire 
xv. and ſword into the countries of all that had op- 
poſed the cauſe of liberty, and ſtruck a terror 
r. into the armies of France, had, in the midſt of 
his high ſtation, a behaviour as gentle as is uſual 
in the firſt ſteps towards greatneſs! And if it 
were poſhble to expreſs that eaſy grandeur, 
which did at once perſuade and command; it 
would appear as clearly to thoſe to come, as it 
does to his contemporaries, that all the great 
events which were brought to paſs under the 
conduct of ſo well-governed a ſpirit, were the 
bleſſings of Heaven upon wiſdom and valour ; 
and all which ſeem adverſe fell out by divine 
permiſſion, which we are not to ſearch into. 
You have paſſed that year of life wherein the 
moſt able and fortunate Captain, before your 
time, declared he had lived enough both to na- 
ture and to glory ; and your Grace may make 


that reflection with much more juſtice, He ſpoke 
it 


Ven. 
, by 
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it after he had arrived at empire by an uſurpa. 
tion upon thoſe whom he had enſlaved ; but the 
Prince of Mildenheim may rejoice in a ſove- 
reignty which was the gift of him whoſe domi. 
nions he had preſerved. 

Glory eſtabliſhed upon the uninterrupted ſuc. 
ceſs of honourable defigns, and actions, is not 
ſubze& to diminution; nor can any attempts 
prevall againſt it, but in the proportion which 
the narrow circuit of rumour bears to the unli- 
mited extent of fame. 

We may congratulate your Grace not only iſ q 
upon your high atchievements, but likewiſe I a 
upon the happy expiration of your command, Io 
by which your glory is put out of the power of e 
Fortune: and when your perſon ſhall be ſo too, It 
that the Author and Diſpoſer of all things may Ill 
place you in that higher manſion of bliſs and WW 
immortality which is prepared for good princes, 
law-givers, and heroes, when Hz IN His due 
time removes them from the envy of mankind, 
is che hearty prayer of, my Lord, your Grace's 
moſt obedient, moſt devoted, humble ſervant, 
THE SPECTATOR, 


LETTER 


pa. 
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LETTER CCCCXV. 
To Sir MiLEs WHARTON. 


1 Fleet- ſtreet, March 5, 1112-12. 
HAVE not the happineſs to be in the leaſt 
known to you, but have, with all England, 
obligations to you for the greatneſs of mind 
which you exerted in refuſing, not long ago *, 
to be made a peer of this realm in an haſty and 
ſurreptitious manner : it was not ſo much as 
pretended that the dozen of nobles were then 
introduced for any other purpoſe, but to gain a 
queſtion of the higheſt importance, no lefs than 
a queſtion of peace and war, Were the point 
obtained by it never ſo much conducive to our 
good, the novelty, if not obviated for the fu- 
ture, cannot but tend to the apparent danger of 
the Queen and all her ſubjects. It is from a re- 
port that there are another half dozen to be made 
within few days, that I am engaged to give you 
this trouble, | 
You, Sir, who are adorned with more than 
title, a ſuperiority to it, from the refuſal of it 
when you thought it inconſiſtent with honour, 
are the propereſt man to be addreſſed, when J 
conſider the danger of making occafional Lords, 
and lay before the world this fatal novelty, as it 
affects the Queen's moſt Excellent Majefty, the 


„ In January 1711-12, 


Houſe 
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Houſe of Peers, and the whole People of Eng. 
—_— 

Honour is the conſcience of doing juſt and 
laudable actions, independent of the ſucceſs of 
thoſe actions. God is the fountain of this ho. 
nour, and animates and ſupports all who are ac. 
tuated by it; he is an inexhauſtible fountain, 
and cannot be impaired by his creations. But 
if it be not prophane to mention, ſo near after 
his Omnipotence, any diſtinctions we give one 
another here, I would proceed to ſay, that it is 
not ſo with ſovereigns upon earth, whom we 
phraſe © fountains of honour.” They, alas! are 
themſelves diminiſhed in proportion to what 
they grant out of themſelves. An unguarded 
and laviſh hand, in grants of this kind, would 
very ſoon make the honour, flowing from a 
prince, of no value and conſideration to thoſe on 
whom it is beſtowed, and take away any power 
of giving more from the giver. To come im- 
mediately to the point; I aſſert, that the nume- 
rous creation of Peers is the greateſt wound that 
can be given to the prerogative. A Peer and 
his heirs are checks in the legiſlature to the 
Queen and her heirs ; that part of the legiſla- 
ture which is in the Queen, is apparently dimi- 
niſned by ſo much as ſhe gives out of it, from 
her own into other families. This is equally 
deſtructive with relation to the merit of the per- 
ſons on whom honour is conferred ; if they hap- 


pen 
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ug: den to be men who are barely unblameable, 

without talents or high qualifications, they do 
and I zut croud that illuſtrious aſſembly, and, like all 
of other crowds, they are ferviceable and hurtful 
bo- but juſt as they are inſpired by thoſe who have 
ae. Kin to lead them. Thus the Crown is no way 
ws ſure of their concurrence any farther than by 


promiſe of their firſt vote; and they may ever 


ter ¶ iter turn patriots on the ſide of the people, to 
25 the conſtant interruption of affairs; for it gene- 
* WF cally happens, that thoſe who are conſcious of 
de an inability to promote buſineſs, give themſelves 
1e figure, and fancy they are conſiderable, from 
* we power of retarding it. Thus much as to 
N what regards the Queen's moſt excellent Ma. 


jeſty. 

As to the Houſe of Peers, it is viſible to any 
thing above a natural fool, that the power of 
each Lord is ſo much leſs conſiderable as it is 
repeated in other perſons : but the great hard- 
ſhip to that great and aweful body, whoſe pri- 
vileges have ſo often been a fatety and protec- 
tion to the rights of us below them, I ſay, the 
great hardſhip to theſe noble patriots is, that 
when they are prepared with the moſt ſtrict ho- 
nour and integrity to do their duty in relation 
to their prince and country, all their determina» 
tions may be avoided by a ſett of people brought 
in the moment before they come to a queſtion, 
This has been done once, as I am credibly in- 

formed, 


* — 
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formed, in ſo frank a way, that there have been 
above ſix at a time brought into that place, 
without any farther preamble than, “ this pen. 
©* tleman's name is ſo; do not call him Mr 
& from this time forward, but my Lord, for he 
* is now one of you: fit cloſe there, let the 
© gentleman fit down; I beg pardon, make way 
46 for his Lordſhip.” 
Now when we come to confider the introduc. 
tion of occaſional Lords with regard to the 


people; what can be more plain, than that it is 4 
- doing all that is neceſſary to take from them L 
| both liberty and property at once. If there f 
| were nothing in being a Lord, but the advan. » 
tage of being received with more diſtinction and WW, 


ceremony, let it be given to any who are de. 0 
| lighted with it; they may be well pleaſed, and 
| we not hurt. But the caſe is much otherwiſe; 
for from the very moment a man has a patent, WW - 
and is introduced into the Houſe of Peers 
(though he was the day before notoriouſly igno- 
rant in our laws), men appeal to him from the 
, decree of all the Judges. Beſides this, the 
Lords are perpetual legiſlators, and have a 
hand in the repealing as well as making laws; 
by which means the whole conſtitution may be 
ſubverted by this one innovation. And it is 
plain, that the Prince who ſhould place fo en- 
tire a confidence in his miniſtry, as to give 
peerage upon their recommendation, would 
| enable 


— 
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mable them by that power in the legiſlature, 
cined to the execution of the regal authority as 
nioiſters, to give that prince and nation to the 
next potentate who ſhould be powerful enough 
o receive and maintain ſo vaſt a preſent, 
However well diſpoſed men's minds may be, 
there are ſome things which are not to be com- 
mitted to their wills. 

The whole conſtitution is in danger, if this 
matter is not prevented by ſome future law ; 
and | think I have in my head a ſufficient expe- 
dient, that can no way impair the prerogative 
of the Crown, the power of the Peers, or the li- 
berty of the people; and that is, that a bill be 
brought in, to diſable any peer to vote in any caſe, 
till three years after the date of his patent. 

You ſee, noble Sir, that, without giving the 
matter the leaſt aggravation, I have ſhewn, that 
if this avenue to the Houſe of Lords is not ſhut, 
that Houſe muſt be blown up by it as effectually 
25 it might have been by the combuſtible mat- 
ter laid under it an age ago by Guido Faux. 

He that brings the torch into the room to fire 
it in the midſt of the company, differs from him 
who undermines it only in point of modeſty, 

It is amazing that ſuch care ſhould be takea 


to prohibit an occaſional Conformiſt from being 


a conſtable, and nobody takes it in his head to 
prevent an occaſional Lord from being a judge, 
nay, a legiſlator. I am very willing that a good 
and honourable peace may expiate this ſtep, 

Aa which 
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which was made in the eye of the world without 
the leaſt deference to a good and gracious Soye. 
reign, to an illuſtrious Nobility, to a learned and 
knowing Gentry, to a great and valiant People: 
I ſay, let even this ſtep be forgiven for a good 
peace; but let not that peace receive its ſanc. 
tion from the repetition of it. If men cannot 
carry on the buſineſs of the nation without ſuch 
helps, they may as well in plain terms tell us 
they cannot maintain the conſtitution, but they 
will alter it to one which they can. But how is 
this reccived with ſo much indifference? Why, 
men qualified for power direct mankind by con- 
ſulting their intereſt, and managing their affec. 
tions; but pretenders to adminiſtration indulge 
the paſhons of the multitude at the expence of 
their real intereſt and advantage. It is by this 
latter method all the anarchical proceedings, 
which have of late diſtracted this unhappy na- 
tion, have been tolerated. When the minds of 
men are prejudiced, wonderful effects may be 
wrought againſt common-ſenſe. One weak ſtep, 
in trying a fool for what he ſaid in a pulpit, with 
all the pomp that could be uſed to take down a 
more dangerous and powerful man than ever 
England yet has ſeen, coſt the moſt able Minit: 
try that ever any Prince was honoured with, its 
being. The judgement of the Houſe of Lords 
was by. this means inſulted and evaded, and the 
anarchical fury ran ſo high, that Harry Sache- 


verell ſwelling, and Jack Huggins laughing, 
| . marched 
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ut nached through England in a triumph more 
re- ban military. Many extraordinary things which 
nd re happened ſince, have been brought about 
e : ¶ won a maxim no deeper than pax bello potior, 
od W* peace is better than war.” A great many 
ic- is, grafted upon this unqueſtionable truth, 
ot Would not but produce wonders among all who 
ch Why taxes. But arithmetick is ſo common an art, 
vs that the very common people, now their paſſions 
ey re fallen, ſce their caſe in one ſheet of paper, 
is Walled, A View of the Taxes, Funds, and 


„ public Revenues of England. Printed for 
n- WM Tim. Child, at the White Hart, at the Weſt 
c- end of St. Paul's *.“ 

ge As for myſelf, what I have here ſuggeſted is 
of Wifrom a very honeſt heart, and I have an armour 


n my integrity againſt all gainſayers. My com- 
fort is, that the laws of England are till in 
force; and, though what I have ſaid may be 
macceptable, 1 am ſure it is not illegal. While 
the la ws are in being I am ſafe, and no man can 
be ſafe who outlives them. May I, whenever 
they expire, die with them! 

[I wiſh you the long poſſeſſion of the honour 
n which your generous behaviour has placed 
jou in the minds of all true Engliſhmen; and 
a, with great reſpect, your moſt obedient ſer- 
rant, Francis Hicks . 


In a paper called © The Proteſter,” by Mr. Ralph, pub- 
liked in 1753, Ne 5, this piece is quoted as the production of 
Mr. Walpole. 


i Acknowledged by Steele as his own in 1715. 
A a 2 LETTER 
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LETTER cœccxvi . 
To the Earl of WAR TON +. 


Mr Lo p, 1712-13) 
HE author of the Spectator, having pre 
fixed before each of his volumes the nam 

of ſome great perſon to whom he has particula 
obligations, lays his claim to your Lordſhip 


* Prefixed to the fifth volume of The Spectator.“ 

+ Thomas Wharton was appointed by King William Come 
troller of the Houſhold, Juſtice in Eyre South of Trent, a 
Lord- lieutenant of Oxfordſhire z created Viſcount Winchendo 
and Earl of Wharton, Dec. 23, 1706; appointed Lord-lieute 
nant of Ireland, Nov. 25, 1708 (when Mr. Addiſon becam 
his Secretary); Lord Privy-ſeal, Sept. 24, +714; and, Dec. 2 
Marquis of Wharton and Malmefbury, in Ebgland ; and Ex 
of Rathfarnham and Marquis of Catherlough, in Ireland. H 
died April. 12, 1715, in the 96th year of his age. He wy 
ſucceeded by his ſon Philip, whom King George I. in 1718, cre 
ated Duke of Wharton, purely in conſideration of the merits 0 
his noble father, as appears from the patent of his creation, whic 
mentions 4* King William's obligations to Lord Wharton for hi 
„ conſtant and vigorous defence of the public liberty, and t 
% Proteſtant religion ;” and ſtates, ** how vigorouſly he ſupport 
6 the intereſt of King George, by the weight of his counſels, t 
« force of his wit, and the firmneſs of his mind, when his fai 
« Majeſiy's title to the ſucceſſion to this realm was in danger. 
An eminent hiſtorian ſays, “ he had as many friends as the con 
« ftitution, and that only its enemies were his; that he made r 
« merit of his zeal for his country ; and that he expended abo 
« 80, 00 l. for its ſervice in elections, &c. There is in t 
Britiſh Mufeum a tranſcript, by Dr. Birch, of a moſt curio 
letter of Lord Wharton to King William, copied, it is ſaid, frot 
an original, communicated to that indefatigable tranſcriber by M 
Aſlle, which we do not recolle& to have ſeen in print, though 
well deſerves publication. See MSS, Birch. 4107. 


patronage 
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upon the ſame account. I muſt con- 
6, my Lord, had not I already received great 
ances of your favour, I ſhould have been 
aid of ſubmitting a work of this nature to 
ur peruſal. You are ſo thoroughly acquaint- 
d with the characters of men, and all the parts 
MW human life, that it is impoſſible for the leaſt 
iſrepreſentation of them to eſcape your notice. 
tis your Lordſhip's particular diſtinction that 
ou are maſter of the whole compaſs of buſineſs, 
ind have fignalized yourſelf in all the different 
kenes of it. We admire ſome for the dignity, 
bers for the popularity of their behaviour; 
me for their clearneſs of judgement, others 
rr their happineſs of expreſſion ; ſome for the 
lying of ſchemes, and others for the putting of 
them in execution, It 1s your Lordſhip only 
vo enjoys theſe ſeveral talents united, and that 
too in as great perfection as others poſſeſs them 
ingly. Your enemies acknowledge this great 
extent in your Lordſhip's character, at the ſame 
time that they uſe their utmoſt induſtry and in- 
rention to derogate from it. But it is for your 
bonour that thoſe who are now your enemies 
were always ſo. You have acted in ſo much 
confiſtency with yourſelf, and promoted the in- 
tereſts of your country in ſo uniform a manner, 
that even thoſe who would miſrepreſent your 
generous defigns for the public good, cannot 
* WF but approve the ſteadineſs and intrepidity with 
g0 A a 3 which 


Nl. 
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which you purſue them. It is a moſt ſenfib 
pleaſure to me that I have this opportunity 
profeſſing myſelf one of your great admirer; 
and, in a very particular manner, my Lord 
your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, and moſt obedi 
ent, humble ſervant, Tur Spectarox, 


LETTER CCCCXVIL®, 
To the Earl of SunderLAND 4, 

My Lok, [1912-13,] 
ERV many favours and civilities (received 
from you in a private capacity) which 
have no other way to acknowledge, will, I hope 
excuſe this preſumption ; but the juſtice I, as ; 
SPECTATOR, owe your character, places me 
above the want of an excuſe. Candour and 
openneſs of heart, which ſhine in all your word 
and actions, exact the higheſt eſteem from al 
who have the honour to know you; and a win 
ning condeſcenſion to all ſubordinate to you 
made bufineſs a pleaſure to thoſe who executed 

* Prefixed to the fixth volume of The Spectator.“ 
, + Charles Spencer, Earl of Sunderland, who ſucceeded ti 
that title, Sept. 2r, £702, on the death of his father Robert 
He was made Secretary of State, Dec. 5, 1706; and diſmiſſed 
June 14, 1710- Sept. 1, 1715, he had a penſion of 1200]. pe 
annum ſettled on him. April 16, 1717, was again appointed 
Secretary of State; March 16, 1717-18, Lord Preſident of the 
Council; Feb. 6, 1718-19, Groom of the Stole; and died 
April 19, 1722. He married Lady Anne Churchill, ſecond 


daughter of John Duke of Marlborough; to whoſe titles her 
ede ſurviving ſon, Charles, ſucceeded in 1733. 
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it under you, at the ſame time that it height- 
ned her Majeſty's favour to all who had the 
happineſs of having it conveyed through your 
hands. A Secretary of State, in the intereſt of 
mankind, joined with that of his fellow-ſub- 
jects, accompliſhed with a great facility -and 
elegance in all the modern as well as antient 
languages, was a happy and proper member of 
z Miniſtry, by whoſe ſervices your Sovereign 
is in ſo high and flouriſhing a condition, as 
makes all other Princes and Potentates powerful 
3 or inconfiderable in Europe, as they are friends 
or enemies to Great-Britain. The importance 
of thoſe great events which happened during 
be that Adminiſtration, in which your Lordſhip 
bore ſo important a charge, will be acknow- 


me ledged as long as time ſhall endure, I ſhall not, 
2 therefore, attempt to rehearſe thoſe illuſtrious 
1 paſſages; but give this application a more pri- 


vate and particular turn, in deſiring your Lord- 
ſhip would continue your favour and patronage 
to me, as you are a gentleman of the moſt po- 
lite literature, and perfectly accompliſhed in the 
knowledge of books ® and men, which makes it 
neceflary to beſcech your indulgence to the 
ea following leaves, and the Author of them: who 
zs, with the greateſt truth and reſpect, my Lord, 
your Lordſhip's obliged, obedient, and humble 
ſervant, Tur SPECTATOR. 


gel * His Lordſhip was the founder of the ſplendid and truly valu- 
able library at Althorp. 
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LETTER CCCCXVII. 
Dr. Swirr to Mr. Apbisow. 


 $Srxn, May 13, 1713. 
WAS told yeſterday, by ſeveral perſons, 
that Mr. Steele had reflected upon me in his 

Guardian ; which 1 could hardly believe, until, 

ſending for the paper of the day, I found he 

had, in ſeveral parts of it, infinuated with the 
utmoſt malice, that I was Author of the Ex4- 

MINER *; and abuſed me in the groſſeſt manner 

he could poſſibly invent, and ſet his name to 

what he had written, Now, Sir, if I am not 

Author of the Examiner, how will Mr. Steele 

be able to defend himſelf from the imputation 

of the higheſt degree of_baſeneſs, ingratitude, 
and injuſtice ? is he ſo ignorant of my temper, 
and of my ſtyle? has he never heard that the 

Author of the Examiner (to whom I am altoge- 


* In the Guardian, Ne LIII. Mr. Steele ſays, © Though 
« ſometimes I have been told by familiar friends, that they ſaw 
* « me ſuch a time talking to the Examiner; others, who have 
« raillied me for the fins of my youth, tell me, it is credibly re- 
« ported that I have formerly lain with the Examiner. I have 
« carried my point; and it js nothing to me whether the Exa- 
« miner writes in the character of an ranged friend, or an ex- 
« aſperated miſtreſs.” —By the firſt of theſe appellations, Dr. 
Swift is to be underſtood; by the latter, Mrs. Manley, authoreſs 
of the Atalantis, who likewiſe, in conjunction with Oldiſworth, 
wrote in the Examiner, often under the dire&ion, and with the 
aſſiſtance, of Swift, but oftener without leading-ftrings. 


ther 
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tber a ſtranger *) did, a month or two ago, 
vindicate me from having any concern in it? 
hould not Mr. Steele have firſt expoſtulated 
with me as a friend? have I deſerved this uſage 
from Mr. Steele, who knows very well that my 
Lord Treaſurer has kept him in his employ- 
ment upon my intreaty and interceſſion ?? My 

| Lord 


The reader will pleaſe to recollect the received opinion, 
that Dr. Swift never wrote any Examiners after June 7, 1711. 
The curious may ſee an accurate and ſatisfactory account of the 
Examiner, and of this circumſtance particularly, in the ne edi- 
tion of the TATLER with notes, vol, V. N® 210, p. 307, note. 

- + Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford. 

t © I fart till ten in the evening with Addiſon and Steele: 
e Steele will certainly loſe his Gazetteer's place, all the world 
« deteſting his engaging in parties.” Swift, Journal to Stella, 
Sept. 10, 1710. 

« I was this morning with Mr. Lewis, the under-ſecretary 
to Lord Dartmouth, two hours, talking politics, and contriv- 
« ing to keep Steele in his office of ſtampt paper: he has loſt 
his place of Gazetteer, three hundred pounds a year, for writ- 
„ ing a Tatler, ſome months ago, againſt Mr. Harley, who 
gave it him at firſt, and raiſed the ſalary from ſixty to three 
© hundred pounds. This was deviliſh ungrateful ; and Lewis 
« was telling me the particulars : but I had a hint given me, 
* that I might ſave him in the other employment; and leave 
* was given me to clear matters with Steele, Well, I dined 
* with Sir Matthew Dudley, and in the evening went to fit with 
« Mr. Addiſon, and offer the matter at diſtance to him as the 
« diſcreeter perſon; but found party had ſo poſſeſſed him, that 
he talked as if he ſuſpeted me, and would not fall in with 
* any thing I ſaid. So I ftopt ſhort in my overture, and we 
« parted very dryly ; and I ſhall ſay nothing to Steele, and let 
them do as they will; but if things ſtand as they are, he will 
certainly loſe it, unleſs I fave him; and therefore I will not 
„ ſpeak to him, that I may not report to his diſadvantage. Is 
not this yexatious ? and is there ſo much in the proverb of 

« proffered 
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Lord Chancellor“ and Lord Bolingbroke will be 
witneſſes how I was reproached by my Lord 
Treaſurer, upon the ill returns Mr. Steele made 
to Gi n s indulgence, &c. Jox. Swirr. 


E .Er YER ox x 
vi 2 To Dr. Swirr. 

81 R, May 19, 1713, 
R. ADDISON ſhewed me your letter, 


| wherein you mention me. They Hugh 
at you, if they make you believe your inter po- 


F 


40 proffered fervied? When ſhall I grow. wiſe ? I endeavour to 
4c aft in the moſt exact points of honour and conſcience, and 
% my neareſt friends will not underſtand it fo, What muſt a 
« man expect from his enemies? This would vex me, but it 
« ſhall not; and ſo I bid you good night, &c.” Ibid. Oct. 22. 
„Lewis told me a pure thing. I had been hankering with 
« Mr. Harley to ſave Steele his other employment, and have a 
« little mercy on him, and 1 had been ſaying the ſame thing to 
« Lewis, who is Mr. Harley's chief favourite. Lewis tells Mr. 
« Harley, how Kindly I ſhould take it, if he would be reconciled 
« to Steele, &c. Mr. Harley, on my account, falls in with it, 
« and appoints Steele a time to let him attend him; which Steele 
E accepts with great ſubmiſſion, but never comes, nor ſends any 
« excuſe, Whether it was blundering, ſullenneſs, infolence, . 
*« rancour of party, I cannot tell; but I ſhall trouble myſelf no 
te more about him, I believe Addifon hindered him out of 
„ meer ſpite, being grated to the ſoul to think he ſhould ever 
« want my help to ſave his friend; yet now he is foliciting 
« me to make another of his friends Queen's Secretary at Ge- 
« neva; and I will do it if I can; it is poor Paſtoral Philips.” 
Ibid. Dec. 16. 
One ſtory is good till another is heard. See a very different ac- 
count of the whole tranſaction pointed out in a note on the new 
edition of the TATLER, ut ſupra, vol. VI. No wy p. 95, &t ſeg. 
* Lord Harcourt, 


fition 
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be fition has kept me thus long in my office. If 
rd you have ſpoken in my behalf at any time, I ant 
de glad I have always treated you with reſpect; 
T, though I believe you an accomplice of the Ex- 
aminer. In the letter you are angry at, you ſee 
I have no reaſon for being ſo merciful to himy 
but out of regard to the imputation you lie un- 
der. You do not in direct terms ſay you are not 
concerned with him : but make it an argument 


a of your innocence, that the Examiner has de- 
> clared you have nothing to do with him. I be- 


lieve I could prevail upon the Guardian to ſay 
to there was a miſtake in putting my name in his 
id paper: but the Engliſh would laugh at us, 
ſhould we argue in ſo Iriſh a manner. I am 
t heartily glad of your being made Dean of St, 
Patrick's. I am, Sir, your moſt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, RicHARD STEELE. 


LET TER CCCCER. 


From Dr. SwiFT. 
SIR, 


*I may probably Know better, when they are 


* It has unluckily happened that two or three lines have been 
torn by accident from the beginning of this letter; and, by the 
ſame accident, two or three lines are miſſing towards the latter 
part, which were written on the back part of the paper which was 
torn off. But what remains of this letter will, I preſume, be very 
ſatisfactory to the intelligent reader, upon many accounts.” For 
this note, and for the letter itſelf, we are indebted to the late 


Deane Swift, eſq. diſooſed 
iſpoſe 
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difpoſed „ #7: 6 The caſe was thus: 
did, with the utmoſt application, and deſiring 
to lay all my credit upon it, deſire Mr, Harley 
(as he then was called) to thew you mercy #, 
He faid, © he would, and wholly upon my ac- 
count: that he would appoint you a day to 
t ſee him: that he would not expect you ſhould 
& quit any friend or principle.” Some days af. 
ter, he told me, © he had appointed you a day, 
* and you had not kept it;“ upon which he re- 
proached me, as engaging for more than I could 
anſwer; and adviſed me to more caution ano- 
ther time. I told him, and defired my Lord 
Chancellor + and Lord Bolingbroke to be wit- 
nefles, that I would never ſpeak for or againſt 
you as long as | lived; only I would, and that 
it was ſtill my opinion, you ſhould have mercy 
till you gave further provocations. This is the 
hiſtory of what you think fit to call, in the ſpi- 
rit of inſulting, © their laughing at me :” and 
you may do it ſecurely ; for, by the moſt inhu- 
man dealings, you have wholly put it out of my 
power, as a Chriſtian, to do you the leaſt ill of- 
| fice. Next I deſire to know, whether the great- 
eſt ſervices ever done by one man to another, 
may not have the ſame turn as properly applied 
to them? And, once more, ſuppoſe they did 
laugh at me, I aſk whether my inclinations to 


| ® See above, pp. 360, 361, + Lord Harcourt. 
| ſerve 
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ſerve you merit to be rewarded by the vileſt 
treatment, whether they ſucceeded or no? If 
your interpretation were true, | was laughed at 
only for your fake; which, I think, is going 
pretty far to ſerve a friend. As to the letter L 
complain of, I appeal to your moſt partial 
friends, whether-you ought not either to have 
aſked, or written to me, or defired to have been 
informed by a third hand, whether I were any 
way concerned in writing the Examiner? And, 
if I had ſhuffled, or anſwered indirectly, or af- 
firmed, or ſaid, I would not give you ſatisfac- 
tion ; you might then have wreaked your re- 
venge with ſome colour of juſtice, I have ſeve- 
ral times aſſured Mr. Addiſon, and fifty others, 
« that I had not the leaſt hand in writing any of 
“ thoſe papers; and that I had never exchanged 
te one ſyllable with the ſuppoſed Author “ in my 
ce life, that I can remember, nor even ſeen him 
© above twice, and that in mixed company, in 
* a place where he came to pay his attendance.” 
One thing more I muſt obſerve to you, that, a 


year or two ago, when ſome printers uſed to 


bring me their papers in manuſcript, I abſo- 
lutely forbid them to give any hints againft Mr. 
Addiſon and you, and ſome others; and have 
frequently ſtruck out refle&ions upon you in 


It is clear that Swift all along alludes to Oldiſworth as the 
Author of the Examiner. Steele, on the contrary, ſets out on the 
ſuppoſition that thoſe papers were ſtil! rhe production of Swift and 


Mrs. Manley. 
particular, 


I 

Y 
* 
N 
a 
| 
5 


366 STEELES LETTERS 
particular, and ſhould (I believe) have done it 
Rill, if I had not wholly left off troubling my- 
ſelf about thoſe kind of things. 

I proteſt, I never ſaw any thing more liable 
to exception, than every part is of the letter 
you were pleaſed to write me. You plead, 
te that I do not, in mine to Mr. Addiſon, in di- 
c rect terms, ſay I am not concerned with the 
« Examiner.” And is that an excuſe for the 
moſt ſavage injuries in the world a week before? 
How far you can prevail with the Guardian, I 
ſhall not trouble myſelf to enquire; and am 
more concerned how you will clear your own 
honour and conſcience than my reputation. I 
ſhall hardly loſe one friend by what you“ 

* » + I know notany , . . + laugh 
at me for any . . . . . . abſurdity of 
yours. There are ſoleciſms in morals as well as 
in languages; and to which of the virtues you 
will reconcile your conduct to me, is paſt my 
imagination. Be pleaſed to put theſe queſtions 
to yourſelf : © If Dr. Swift be entirely innocent 
© of what I accuſe him, how ſhall I be able to 
„% make him ſatisfaction ? and how do I know 
but he may be entirely innocent? If he was 
laughed at only becauſe he ſolicited for me, is 
c that ſufficient reaſon for me to ſay the vileſt 
ce things of him in print, under my hand, with- 
% gut any provocation? and how do I know but 


* Here the manuſcript is torn, See p. 363. 
ce he 
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« he may be in the right, when he ſays I was 
kept in my employment at his interpofition ? 
e If he never once reflected on me the leaſt in 
* any paper, and hath hindered many others 
« from doing it, how can I juſtify myſelf, for 
* endeavouring in mine to ruin his credit as a 
i Chriſtian and a clergyman ?” I am, Sir, your 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, Jox. Swirr. 


——— 


LTT c xðxxl. 
To Dr. SWIFT. 


S1R, Bloomſbury, May 26, 1713. 


HAVE received yours, and find it is im- 
poſſible for a man to judge in his own caſe, 
For an alluſion to you, as one under the impu- 
tation of helping the Examiner *, and owning I 
was reſtrained out of reſpect to you, you tell 
Addiſon, under your hand, “you think me the 


When the curious reader has conſidered what is forcibly al- 
ledged in the notes on the new edition of the TATLER ut ſupra, 
he will probably be convinced of three things: 1. That STEELE's 
efiranged friend was really an accomplice of the Examiner, aud 
an actual writer in that Paper long after the time commonly ſup- 
poſed; 2.. That STEELE was not guilty of that ingratitude to 
Mr. Harley, of which be has been accuſed; and, 3. That the 
diſagreement of two ſuch men as SWIFT and STEELE is a me- 
lancholy proof of the lengths to which party madneſs will carry 
even the beſt of men. But peace be to the manes of them both | 
The publiſher of this volume will be happy if, by any little en- 
deavour of his, the wreath of fame which they have ſo juſtly ob» 


tained ſhould bloom more brightly. 
« yileſt 
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« yileſt of mankind,” and bid him tell me ſo. 1 
am obliged to you. for any kind things ſaid in 
my behalf to the Treaſurer; and affure you, 
when you. were in lreland, you. were the con- 
ſtant ſubject of my talk to men in power at that 


time. As to the vileſt of mankind, it would 


be a glorious world if I were: for I would not 
conceal my thoughts in favour of an injured 
man, though all the powers on earth gainſaid 
it, to be made the firſt man in the nation. This 
poſition, I know, will ever obſtrut my way in 
the world; and I have conquered my deſires ac. 
cordingly. I have reſolved to content myſelf 
with what 1 can get by my own induſtry, and 
the improvement of a ſmall eſtate, without be- 
ing anxious whether I am ever in a Court again 
or not. I do aſſure you, I do not ſpeak this 
calmly, after the ill uſage in your letter to Ad- 
diſon, out of terror of your wit, or my Lord 
Treaſurer's power; but pure kindneſs to the 
agreeable qualities I once fo paſſionately de- 
lighted in, in you. You know, I know no- 
body, but one that talked after you, could tell 
% Addiſon had bridled me in point of party.” 
This was ill hinted, both with relation to him, 
and, rs your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Ric. STEELE. 
I know no party; but the truth of the queſ- 
tion is what I will ſupport as well as I can, when 
any man [I honour is attacked, | 
LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXXII. 
From Dr. Swirr. 


81 R, May 27, 1713. 


*. reaſon I give you the trouble of this 
| reply to your letter, is becauſe I am going 
in a very few days to Ireland : and although I 
intended to return towards winter, yet it may 
happen, from the common accidents, of life, 
that I may never ſee you again, 

In your yeſterday's letter, you are pleaſed to 
take the complaining fide, and think it hard L 
ſhould write to Mr. Addiſon as I did, only for 
an alluſion. This alluſion was only calling a 
clergyman of ſome little diſtinction an infidel; a 
clergyman, who was your friend, who always 
loved you, who had endeavoured at leaſt to ſerve 
you; and who, whenever he did write any 
thing, made it ſacred to himſelf never to fling 
out the leaſt hint againſt you. | 

One thing you are pleaſed to fix on me, as 
what you are ſure of ; that the Examiner had 
talked after me, when he faid, „Mr. Addiſon 
had bridled you in point of party.“ I do not 
read one in fix of thoſe papers, nor ever knew 
be had ſuch a paſſage ; and I am ſo ignorant of 
this, that I cannot tell what it means: whether, 
that Mr. Addiſon kept you cloſe to a party, or 
that he hindered you from writing about party, 
| never talked or writ to that author in my life; 


lo that he could not have learned it from me. 
B b And, 
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And, in ſhort, I ſolemnly affirm, that, with re. 
lation to every friend I have, I am as innocent 
as it is poſſible for a human creature to be. 
And, whether you believe me or not, I think, 
with ſubmiſhon, you ought to act as if you be- 
keved me, till you have demonſtration to the 
contrary. I have all the miniſtry to be my wit. 
nefles, that there is hardly a man of wit of the 
adverſe party, whom I have not been ſo bold as 
to recommend often and with earneſtneſs to 
them: for, I think, principles at preſent are 
quite out of the caſe, and that we diſpute wholly 
about perſons*. In theſe laſt you and I differ; 
but in the other, I think, we agree: for I have My 
in print profeſſed myſelf in politicks to be what 
we formerly called a Whig. th 
As to the great man + whoſe defence you un- 
dertake ; though I do not think ſo well of hin be 
as you do, yet I have been the cauſe of pre. 
"venting five hundred hard things being ſaid 
againſt him. B 
I am ſenſible I have talked too much when 
myſelf is the ſubje& : therefore I conclude with 
fincere wiſhes for your health and proſperity, . 
and am, Sir, your, &c. Jon. SwWIrr. MW 
You cannot but remember, that, in the only 
thing I ever publiſhed with my name, I took Ii « 


* STEELE ſays, © I thought it was the ſhorteſt way to impar- 
« tjalitypro put myſelf beyond farther hopes or fears, by declaring 
* myſelf at a time when the diſpute is not about per/ons and par- 
« ties, but things and cauſes.” Tar. No 193. 
+ "The Duke of Marlborough. 
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care to celebrate you as much as I could ®, and 
in as handſome a manner as I could, though it 
yas in a letter to the preſent Lord Treaſurer. 


LETTER CœeccxxIII. 


To the Right Honourable the [Earl of OxForp), 
Lord Hicnu TREASURER of Great- Britain. 


My Lond, Bloomſbury ſquare, June 4, 1713. 
PRESUME to give your Lordſhip this 
trouble to acquaint you, that having an am- 
bition to ſerve in the enſuing parliament, I hum» 
bly deſire your Lordſhip will pleaſe to accept of 
my refignation of my office as Commiſſioner of 
the Stamp Revenue. 

I ſhould have done this ſooner, but that TI 
heard the commiſhon was paſling without my 
name in it, and I would not be guilty of the 
arrogance of reſigning what I could not hold. 
But having heard this fince contradicted, I am 


* In his © Propoſal for correcting the Engliſh Tongue, 
Swift ſays, “ I would willingly avoid repetition, having about a 
year ago communicated to the publick much of what I had to 
offer upon this ſubje&, by the hands of an ingenious gentle- 
man, who for a long time did thrice a week divert or inſtruct 
the kingdom by his papers; and is ſuppoſed to purſue the ſame 
* defign at preſent under the title of Spectator. This author, 
4 who hath tried the force and compaſs of our language with ſo 
much ſucceſs, agrees entirely with me in molt of my ſentiments 
* relating to it; ſo do the greateſt part of the men of wit and 
* karnipg, whom I have bad the happineſs to converſe with.” 


. obliged 
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obliged to give it up, as with great humility ] 
do by this preſent writing. . Give me leave on 
this occaſion to ſay ſomething as to my late con- 
duct, with relation to the late men in power, 
and to aſſure you whatever I have done, ſaid, or 
written, has proceeded from no other motive, 
but the love of what | think truth. For merely 
as to my own affairs, I could not wiſh any man 
in the adminiſtration rather than yourſelf, who 
favour thoſe that become your dependants with 
a greater liberality of heart than any man I have 
ever before obſerved. When I had the honour 
of a ſhort converſation with you, you were 
pleaſed not only to fignify to me, that I ſhould 
remain in this office, but to add, that if I would 
name to you one of more value, which would be 
more commodious to me, you would favour me 
in it. Iam going out of any particular depend- 
ance on your Lordſhip ; and will tell you with 
the freedom of an indifferent man, that it is im- 
poſſible for any man who thinks, and has any 
public ſpirit, not to tremble at ſeeing his coun- 
try, in its preſent circumſtances, in the hands 
of ſo daring a genius as yours. If incidents 
ſhould ariſe, that ſhould place your own ſafety, 
and what ambitious men call greatneſs, in a ba- 
lance againſt the general good, our all depends 
upon your choice under ſuch a temptation. 
: You have my hearty and fervent prayers to 
Heaven, to avert all ſuch'dangers from you. | 


thank your Lordſhip for the regard and diſtinc- 
tion 
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tion which you have at ſundry times ſhewed 
me; and wiſh you, with your country's ſafety, 
all happineſs and proſperity. Share, my Lord, 
your good fortune with whom you will ; while 
it laſts, you will want no friends; but if any 
adverſe day happens to you, and I live to ſee it, 
you will find I think myſelf obliged to be your 
friend and advocate. This is talking in a ſtrange 
dialect from a private man to the firſt of a na- 
tion ; but to defire only a little, exalts a man's 
condition to a level with thoſe who want a great 
deal. But I beg your Lordſhip's pardon ; and 
am, with great reſpe&t, my Lord, your Lord- 
ſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
R1CHARD STEELE. 


LETTER COCCCXXTY-®, 
To Mr. ME rnven +. 


SIR [1913]. 
T 1s with great pleaſure I take an opportu- 


nity of publiſhing the gratitude I owe you 


 * Prefixed to the ſeventh volume of © The 8 Spectator.“ 

+ Afterward Sir Paul Methuen, Knight of the Bath. This 
very ingenious gentleman, whilſt Ambaſſador at the Court of 
Portugal, concluded the famous commercial treaty which bears his 
name; and, in the ſame capacity at the Court of Savoy, exerted 
himſelf nobly as a military hero. On his return, he was ſucceſ- 
hvely appointed to ſeveral important offices in the State; a Com- 
miſſioner of the Admiralty, Nov. 8, 1709 ; of the Treaſury, Oct. 
13, 1714 ; Comptroller of the Houſhold, June 4, 1720; Trea- 
ſurer of the Houſhold, 1725; and a Commiſſioner for inſpecting 
the Law, Sept. 15, 1732. He repreſented the borough of Brack- 
ley in the ſeveral parliaments which met in 1713, 1714, 1722, 
1727, and 1734; and died April 11, 1757, aged 86. 
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for the place you allow me in your friendſhip 

and familiarity. I will not acknowledge to you 

that I have often had you in my thoughts, when 

I have endeavoured to draw, in ſome parts of 
theſe diſcourſes, the character of a good-na. 
tured, honeſt, and accompliſhed gentleman, 
But ſuch repreſentations give my reader an idea 
of a perſon blameleſs only, or only laudable for 
ſich perfections as extend no farther than to his 
own private advantage and reputation. 

But when I ſpeak of you, I celebrate one who 
has had the happineſs of poſſeſſing alſo thoſe 
qualities which make a man uſeful to ſociety, 
and of having had opportunities of exerting 
them in The moſt conſpicuous manner. 

The great part you had, as Britiſh ambaſſa- 
dor, in procuring and cultivating the advanta- 
geous commerce between the courts of England 
and Portugal, has purchaſed you the laſting 
eſteem of all who underſtand the intereſt of ei- 
ther nation. 

Thoſe perſonal excellencies which are over- 

rated by the ordinary world, and too much neg- 
lected by wiſe men, you have applied with the 
juſteſt {kill and judgement. The moſt graceful 
addreſs in horſemanſhip, in the uſe of the ſword, 
and in dancing, has been employed by you as 
lower arts ; and as they have occafionally ſerved 


to cover, or introduce the talents of a ſkilful 
Miniſter. 


But 


5 
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But your abilities have not appeared only in 


s her Majeſty's miniſter at the court of Savoy, 


it that time incamped, you accompanied that 


allant Prince through all the viciſſitudes of his 
fortune, and ſhared by his fide the dangers of 
that glorious day in which he recovered his ca- 
ital. As far as it regards perſonal qualities, 
jou attained, in that one hour, the higheſt mi- 
tary reputation. The behaviour of our Miniſ- 
ter in the action, and the good offices done the 
ranquiſhed in the name of the Queen of Eng- 
and, gave both the conqueror and the captive 
the moſt lively examples of the courage and ge- 
deroſity of the nation he repreſented. + 

Your friends and companions in your abſence 
frequently talk theſe things of you; and you 
cannot hide from us (by the moſt diſcreet ſilence 
in any thing which regards yourſelf) that the 
(rank entertainment we have at your table, your 
eaſy condeſcenſion in little incidents of mirth 
and diverſion, and general complacency of man- 
ders, are far from being the greateſt obligations 
we have to you. I do aſſure you, there is not one 
of your friends has a greater ſenſe of your merit 
in general, and of the favours you every day do 
us, than, Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt 
humble ſervant, RicHakpD STEELE, 
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me nation. When it was your province to act 
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LET TER CCCCXXVes, L 
To the Worſhipful Mr. Jon Snow, Bailiff 0 fe 
Stockbridge +. 
n [ September, or October, 171 3. 
CCORDING to my promiſe when I too 
my leave of you, I ſend you all the pam. 
phlets and papers which have been printed fince 
the diſſolution of the laſt parliament ; among 
theſe you will find your humble ſervant no ſmal 
man, but ſpoken of more than once in print: 
you will find I take up whole pages in the Exa. 
miner, and that there 1s a little pempalet written 
wholly upon me, and directed to me. As you are 
the magiſtrate of the town wherein, of all places 
in the world, it concerns me moſt to appear a dif. 
ferent man from the perſon whom theſe writers 
repreſent me, I addreſs my vindication to you, 
and, at the ſame time, to the whole Borough. 


„ or} LT SS F - Vo W828 


What 
* This Letter is extracted from The Importance of Dunkick 
1 confidered; in Defence of the Guardian of Auęuſt the 7th, 1713, 


« in a Letter to the Bailiff of Stockbridge.” For the political 
part, which is here omitted, the reader is referred to Steele's Poli- 


tical Writings, p. 23, et ſeq. 


+ In a © Journey to Exeter, 4716, Gay ſays, 
« Of all our race of mayors ſhall Snow alone 
« Be by Sir Richard's dedication known ?” 
+ © The Honour and Prerogative of the Queen's Majeſty vin- 
« dicated and defended againſt the unexampled Inſolence of the 
« Author of the Guardian: In a Letter from a Country Whig to 


« Mr. Steele.” 


Y This Epiſtle was followed, Nov. z, 1773, by one of the ſe- 
verelt 


li 


t 
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What was urged concerning Dunkirk, in the 
Letter to the Guardian, was apparently and pro- 
feſſedly laid before the miniſtry, that they might 
not be unmindful of what the Britiſh nation ex- 
pect from them. I ſay again and again, if once 
men are .ſo intimidated as not to dare to offer 
their thoughts upon public affairs, without in- 
curring the imputation of offending againſt the 
prerogative of their Prince ; that Prince, what- 
ever adyantage his miniſters might make of his 
prerogative, would himſelt foon have no prero- 
gative but that of being deceived. As for my 
part, I have that ſincere and faithful duty to her 
Majeſty, that I will never fear to attempt any 
thing that 1 am able for her ſervice, however 
her favour may be intercepted from mie. The 
Examiner accuſes me of ingratitude, as being 
actually under falary, when | writ the letter to 
the Guardian; but he is miſtaken in that parti- 
cular, for I had refigned, not only my office in 
the ſtamp duties *, but alſo my penſion as ſervant 

to 


vereſt productions of Swift, intituled, “ The Importance of the 
« Guardian confidered, in a ſecond Letter to the Baihft of Stock- 
« bridge, by a Friend of Mr. Steele ;” in which © poor Dick” is 
unmercifully belaboured by the Coloſſus of the oppoſite party. 
This he had done, June 4, 1713; ſee p. 371. The © Guar- 
« dian”” complained of, under the hgnature of © Englith Tory,” 


was not publiſhed till Auguſt 5.—Swift on this occaſion invidi- 


ouſly ſays, © 1. A new commiſſion was every day expected for the 


« ſtampt-paper, and he knew his name would be left out; and 


*« therefore his reſignation would be an appearance of virtue 
« cheaply bought. 2. He dreaded the violence of creditors, 
« againſt which his employments were no manner of ſecurity, 

« 3. Being 
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to his late Royal Highneſs, which her Majeſty 
hath been graciouſly pleaſed to continue to the 


whole family of that excellent Prince: I diveſt- 


ed myſelf of all that I was fo happy to enjoy by 
her Majeſty's goodneſs and favour, before J 
would preſume to write any thing, which was ſo 


apparently an advertiſement to thoſe einployed 
in her ſervice. 


I have thrown away all expectations of prefer. 
ment for the happineſs of ſerving in parliament, 
and for the hopes of having a vote in the legiſla. 
ture in the preſent great crifis of affairs : as long 
as I enjoy this ſtation (from which the Examiner 
takes the liberty to ſuggeſt I ſhall be expelled) 
I ſhall follow no leader or leaders, but act, that 
is to ſay, vote, according to the dictat-s of my 
conſcience, in the public ſervice. . . 

Mr. Bailiff, as there have been very onjuſt re- 
preſentations given of me in your town, as that a 
man of ſo ſmall fortune as | am muſt have ſecret 
views or ſupports, which could move him to 
leave his employments, and loſe a crowd of well- 


_ ,wiſhers, to ſubject himſelf, as he muſt know he 


has, not only to the diſeſteem, but alſo the 
ſcorn and hatred of very many, who, before he 
intermeddled with the publick, had a partiality 
towards him: I anſwer, that I indeed have par- 
ticular views; and, though I may be ridiculous 


“ 3. Being a perſon of great ſagacity, he hath ſome foreſight of a 
change, from the uſual age of a miniſtry, which is now almoſt 


„ expiied ; from the little miſunderſtandings that have been re» 


ported ſometimes to happen among the men in power; from the 
% Bill of Commerce being rejected, &c. &c. 


for 
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or ſaying it, 1 hope I am animated in my con- 
duct by a grace which is as little practiſed as 
mnderſtood, and that is charity. It is the hap- 
neſs and comfort of all men, who have a re- 
d to their fellow-creatures, and defire their 
good-will upon a' proper foundation, that every 
thing which is truly laudable is what every man 
living may attain. The greateſt merit is in 
having ſocial virtues, ſuch as juſtice and truth, 
exalted with benevolence ro mankind. Great 
qualifications are not praiſes to the poſſeſſor but 
from the application of them ; and all that is 
juſtly commendable among men, 1s to love and 
ſerve them as much as it is in your power, with 
contempt of all advantages to yourſelf (above 
the conveniencies of life) but as they tend to 
the ſervice of the publick. He who has warmed 
his heart with impreſſions of this kind, will find 
glowings of good-will, which will ſupport him 
in the ſervice of his country againſt all the ca- 
lumny, reproach, and invective, that can be 
thrown upon him. He is but a poor creature 
who cannot bear being odious in the ſervice of 
virtue, Riches and honours can adminiſter to 
the heart no pleaſure, like what an honeſt man 
feels when he is contending for the intereſts of 
bis country, and the civil rights of his fellow- 
ſubjects, without which the being of man grows 
brute, and he can never, under it, give to Hea- 
ven that worſhip which is called a reaſonable ſa- 
crifice, nor ſupport towards his fellow. creatures 
that 
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that worthy diſpofition, which we call diſinte 
reſted friendſhip. The higheſt pleaſure of ther 
human ſoul confiſts in this charity; and there jWM® 
no way of making it ſo diffufive, as by conteng MP 
ing for liberty. 

As to laying aſide the common views b 
which the miſtaken world are actuated, a ma 
of liberal education can eafily ſurmount thoſe 
low conſiderations; and when he confiders him 
ſelf, from the moment he was born into thi 
world, an immortal, though a changeable be 
ing, he will form his intereſts and proſpects ac. 
cordingly, and not make proviſion for eternity 
with periſhable things. When a man has deeply 
planted ſuch a ſentiment as this for the rule o 
his conduct. the purſuits of avarice and ambi- 
tion will become as contemptible as the ſports 
of children; and there can be no honours, no 
"riches, no pleaſures laid in his way, which can 
poſſibly come in competition with the ſatisfac- 
tions of an enlarged and public ſpirit. 
From this moment, therefore, I ſhall go on 
with as much vigour and chearfulneſs as 1 am 
able, to do all that is in my power, without the 
leaſt partiality to perſons or parties, to remove 
the prejudices which Engliſhman has againſt 
Engliſhman, and reconcile wounded brethren, 
ſo far as to behold each other's actions with an 
inclination to approve them. 

The man who will reduce himſelf to this tem- 
per, 
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th per, will eaſily perceive how far his affections 
have been wrought upon and abuſed, from an 
end oppoſition to particular men, to ſacrifice the in- 
tereſts of his country itſelf. 


b The proſtituted pens which are employed in 
na quite contrary ſervice, will be very ready to 
jose entertain a pretender to ſuch reformations with 
im recital of his own faults and infirmities ; but 
hid am very well prepared for ſuch uſage, and 
be. give up myſelf to all nameleſs authors, to be 
ac. treated juſt as their mirth or their malice directs 
ity them. 

It is the diſgrace of literature, that there are 
ſuch inſtruments ; and to good government, that 


they are ſuffered : but this miſchief is gone fo 
far in our age, that the pamphleteers do not only 
attack thoſe whom they believe in general diſ- 
affected to their own principles, but even ſuch 
s they believe their friends, provided they do 
not act with as fincere a prejudice as themſelves. 
Upon the leait deviation from an implicit hatred 
to the oppoſite party, though in a caſe which in 
the neareſt concern affects their country, all 
their good qualities are turned to ridicule; and 
every thing, which was before valued in them, is 
become contemptible. Thus in one of the pa- 
pers I ſend you, a gentleman, who has diſtin- 


puiſhed himſelf by a becoming veneration, in 
the Houſe of Commons, for the aſſembly, and 


has ever delivered himſelf with a regard to his 
* own 


-* 
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own dignity, and that of the place he was in; is 
repreſented frivolouſly as a declaimer : and 2 
noble Lord, who is conſpicuouſly adorned with 
the knowledge of letters, and is eminent for a 
lively ſprightly eloquence, rectified by learning: 
is declured a companion fit only for pert novices 
and ſophiſters. And what is ſtill more mon- 
ſtrous than all, a third man of quality, for the 
like offence, is told, in this nice age of propot- 
tioning rewards to merit and ſervice, that he 
has as much as he deſerves. 

But it is to be hoped Engliſhmen will at laſt 
eonfider, and that the Miniſtry wil {ce Dunkirk 
effectually demoliſhed, 

It is as frivolous as . to hope to ſtop 
our mouths when we are concerned for ſo great 
a point as the buſineſs of Dunkirk, by mention 
of the prerogative, and urging our ſafety in our 
good and gracious Queen, | 

By her great example, religion, piety, and 
all other public and domeſtic virtues, are kept 
in countenance in a very looſe and profligate 
*age; all the hours of her precious life, which 
God long preſerve, are divided between the ex- 
erciſes of devotion, and taking minutes of the 
ſublime affairs of her government. 

Beſides which, her Majeſty has manifeſted 
herſelf the moſt affectionate wife, the moſt con- 
ſtant friend, the moſt tender mother, and has 
filled every duty with a virtue as ſuperior to the 


reſt 
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eſt of the world as is her high condition. But 
[ ſhall leave what I have to ſay on this topick, 
m Wi the time when the conſequence of it will be 
nfignificant to me, but which, I hope, will do 
„ber honour, that is, juſtice, when I am no more, 
eg Wand the remains of her ſacred perſon are as com- 
non duſt as mine. 
5 But, as this bright example is in the perſon of 
-. W: lady, it cannot be ſuppoſed that the general 
e enſe of a people, the ſub-divifions of affection 
and intereſt among great men (to be learned 
t W only by converſation with them, even in their 
k iunguarded leiſure), can appear to her but from 
the information of ſuch as have the happineſs 
and honour to lay them before her. Her Ma- 
jeſty is there fore more particularly neceſſitated to 
rely upon the intelligence of her Miniſtry ; and, 
from that very reaſon, their fellow-ſubje&s may 
be the more ſolicitous for what paſſes beyond 
the ordinary rules of government. Thus all 
which they offer for our ſecurity and implicit 
reliance upon what is tranſacted by the court of 
England, to wit, her Majeſty's care and good- 
neſs, are arguments for exerting buth our zeal 
and our gratitude ; that at any time artful men 
may not take advantage of the ſecurity we have 
in her virtue, to indulge too much the power of 
any foreign Prince whatſoever, eſpecially that 
of the moſt warlike potentate in Europe. 
I cannot leave this ſubject without being till 
7 anxious 
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anxious with relation to the diſreſpeCt they ac- 
cuſe me of to my royal Miſtreſs. All that can 
be wreſted to my diſadvantage is, that the 

ueen is concerned when any thing is to be im- 
puted to her ſervants; but I deny that, and 
perſiſt in it, that it is no manner of diminution 
of the wiſdom of a Prince, that he is obliged 
to act by the information of others. 

If I might make an abrupt digreſſion from 
great things to ſmall, I ſhould on this occaſion 
mention a little circumſtance which happened 
to the late King William. He had a French- 
man who took care of the gun-dogs, whoſe bu- 
fineſs it was alſo to charge and deliver the piece 
to the King. This miniſter forgot to bring out 
ſhot into the field ; but did not think fit to let fo 
paſhonate a man and eager a ſportſman as the 
King know his offence, but gave his Majeſty 
the gun loaded only with powder. When the 
King miſſed his aim, this impudent cur ſtood 
chattering, admiring, commending the King's 
„fill in ſhooting, and, holding up his hands, 

* he had never ſeen /a Majefte miſs before in his 
e whole life.” This circumſtance was no man- 
ner of argument to thoſe (who afterwards found 
out the fellow's iniquity) againſt the King's re- 
putation for a quick eye, and ſhooting very 
finely. I am, with reſpect to the Borough and 
yourſelf, Sir, your moſt humble, and moſt obe- 
dicnt ſervant, | R1CHARD STEELE. 
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LETTER CCCOXXVIF. 
To Lieutenant-general CA Doo Ax +. 


SIR, [1773.] 
N the character of GuARDIAx, it behoves me 
to do honour to ſuch as have deſerved well 
of ſociety, and laid out worthy and manly qua- 
lities in the ſervice of the publick. No man 
has more eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf this 
way than Mr. Cadogan. With a contempt of 
pleaſure, reſt, and eaſe, when called to the du- 
ties of your glorious profeſſion, you have lived 
in a familiarity, with dangers, and, with a ſtrict 
eye upon the final purpole of the attempt, have 
wholly diſregarded what ſhould befall yourſelf 


* Prefaxed to the firſt volume of «© The Guardian.” 

+ Wm, Cadogan, efq. (ſee p. 113.) Quarter-maſter-general in 
1701 ; Colonel of a regiment of horſe in 1703 ; Brigadier-general 
u 1704 ; Plenipotentiary to the Spaniſh Netherlands, and Major- 
general, in 1706; Lieutenant-general in 1709 ; on the acceſſion 
of King George, Maſter of the Robes, and Colonel of the ſecond 
regiment of horſe-guards; Knight of the Thiſtle in 1715 ; Go- 
reraor of the Iſle of Wight, and Plenipotentiary to Holland, in 
11163 created Lord Cadogan, June 21, that year; Baron Oakley, 
Viſcount Caverſham, and Earl Cadogan, April 17, 17:8. On 
the death of the Duke of Marlborough in 1722, he was made 
Maſter-general of the Ordnance, and Colonel of the firſt regiment 
of foot-guards. He died July 17, 1726.—No officer was ever ſo 
much relied on by the Duke of Marlborough as General Cadogan. 
He had the care of marking out almoſt every camp during the 
wr in the Netherlands and Germany ; which he executed fo ſkil- 
fully, that, it was obſerved, the Duke was never ſurprized or at- 
acked in his camp during the whole war, 


C.c in 
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in the proſecution of it. Thus has life riſen to 
you as faſt as you reſigned it; and every new 
hour, for having fo frankly lent the preceding 
moments to the .cauſe of juſtice and of liberty, 
has come home to you, improved with honour, 
This happy diſtinction, which is ſo very pecu- 
liar to you, with the addition of jinduſtry, Vigi- 
lance, patience of labour, thirſt and hunger, in 
common with the meaneſt foldier, has made 
your preſent fortune unenvied. For the publick 
always reap greater advantage from the example 
of ſucceſsful merit, than the deſerving man 
himſelf can poſſibly be poſſeſſed of; your coun- 
try knows how eminently you excell in the ſeve- 
ral parts of military ſkill, whether in affigning 
the encampment, accommodating the troops, 
leading to the charge, or purſuing the enemy : 
the retreat being the only part of the profeſſion 
which has not fallen within the experience of 
thoſe who learned their warfare under the Duke 
of Marlborough. But the true and honeft pur- 
poſe of this epiſtle 1s, to defire a place in your 
friendſhip, without pretending to add any thing 
to your reputation, who, by your own gallant 
actions, have acquired that your name through 
ail ages ſhall be read with honour, where-ever 
mention ſhall be made of thar illuſtrious Cap- 
"tain. I am, Sir, your moſt obedient, and molt 
humble ſervant, THE GUARDIAN, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCOXXVII®. 
2 To Mr. PuLTENEr +. 


S1R, [1713]. - 
HE greateſt honour of human life, is to 
live well with men of merit ; and I hope 

you will pardon me the vanity of publiſhing, 
by this means, my happineſs in being able to 
name you among my friends. The converſa- 
tion of a gentleman; that has a refined taſte of 
ktters, and a diſpoſition in which thoſe letters 


* Prefixed to the ſecond volume of The Guardian.” 

+ William Pultegey, eſq. born in 1682, had early a ſeat in 
the Houſe of Commons, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in oppoſition 
to Queen Anne's laſt miniſtry. On the acceſſion of King George, 
he was appointed Secretary at War, Sept. 27, 1714; and after- 
ward Cofferer of the Houſhold. He was at this time the inti- 
nate friend of Sir Robert Walpole ; but in 1725, that Miniſter 
being ſuſpected of a deſire to extend the bounds of prerogative, 
Mr. Pulteney entered ſteadily into oppoſition; and at laſt be- 
came ſo obnoxious to the Crown, that, July 2, 1731, King 
George II. with his own hand, ſtruck him out of the lift of 
Privy Counſellors, and ordered him to be put out of the liſt of 
all commiſſions of the peace. A proceeding ſo violent in the 
Miniſtry ſerved only to inflame his reſentment, and increaſe his 
popularity. Sir Robert reſigning his employments in 1941, Mr. 
Pulteney was again ſworn of the Privy Council; and created 
Baron of Heydon, Viſcount Pulteney, and Earl of Bath. From 
that moment his favour with the people was at an end; and the 
reſt of his life was fpent in contemning that applauſe which he 
v0 longer could ſecure. William Viſcount Pulteney, his only 
ſon, who was a Lord of the Bedchamber, Aid-de-camp to the 
King, and Colonel of the Royal Volunteers, going over with 
bis regiment in the defence of Portugal, died Feb. 16, 1763; 
and the Earl dying July 7, 1764, the titles became extinct, 
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found nothing to correct, but very much to ex. 


ert, is a good fortune too uncommon to be en. 


joyed in filence : in others, the greateſt buſineſs 
of learning is to weed the ſoil; in you, it had 
nothing elſe to do but to bring forth fruit. Af. 
fability, complacency, and generofity of heart, 
which are natural to you, wanted nothing from 
literature, but to refine and direCt the applica. 
tion of them. After I have boaſted I had ſome 
ſhare in your familiarity, T know not how to do 
you the juſtice of celebrating you for the choice 


of an elegant and worthy acquaintance, with 


whom you live in the happy communication of 
generous ſentiments, which contribute, not only 
to your own mutual entertainment and improye- 
ment, but to the honour and ſervice of your 
country, Zeal for the public good is the cha- 
racteriſtick of a man of honour and a gentleman, 
and muſt take place of pleaſures, profits, and 
all other private gratifications. Whoever wants 
this motive, is an open enemy, or an inglorious 
neuter, to mankind, in proportion to the mil- 
applied advantages with which Nature and For- 
tune have bleſſed him. But you have a ſoul 
animated with nobler views, and know that the 
diſtinction of wealth and plenteous circum- 
ſtances is a tax upon an honeſt mind, to endca 
vour, as much as the occurrences of life will 
give him leave, to guard the propertics of 

2 others, 
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others, and bo vigilant for the- good of his fel- 
low-ſubjects. 
This generous inclination no man poſſeſſes in 
a warmer degree than yourſelf; which, that 
Heaven would reward with long poſſeſſion of 
that reputation into which you have made fo 
early an entrance, the reputation of a man of 
ſenſe, a good citizen, and agreeable companion; 
a difintereſted friend, and an unbiaſſed patriot, 
is the hearty prayer of, Sir, your moſt obliged, 
and moſt obedient, kumble ſervant, 
TE GUARDIAN, 


LETTER Cœccxxvink. 


To Mr. Appisos. 
[1713] 
W HILE you the fierce divided Britons awe, 
And Cato with an equal virtue draw, 
While Envy is itſelf in wonder loſt, 
And factions ſtrive who ſhall applaud you moſt ; 
Forgive the fond ambition of a Friend, 
Who hopes himſelf, not you, to recommend, 
And join th' applauſe which all the Learn'd beſtow 
On one, to whom a perfe& work they owe. 
To my light ſcenes + I once inſcrib'd your name, 
And impotently ſtrove to borrow fame ; | 
Soon will that die which adds thy name to mine; 
Let me then live, join'd to a work of thine ! 
RICHARD STEELE, 


* Prefixed to the Tragedy of“ Cato.” 
+ © The Tender Huſband.” See p. 290. 
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LETTER CCCCXXIX*, 
To the CI ER x of the Church of England+. 


GENTLEMEN, | Jan. 19, 1713-14. 

| 46 is with a juſt deference to your great 
wer and influence in this kingdom, that! 

lay before you the following comment Upon the 
laws which regard the ſettlement of the i impe- 
rial crown of Great Britain. My purpoſe in ad- 
dreſſing theſe matters to you is, to conjure You, 
as Heaven has bleſſed you with proper talents 
and opportunities, to recommend them, in your 
_ writings and diſcourſes to your fellow-ſubjedts, 
In the character of paſtors and teachers, you 
have an almoſt irrefiſtible power over us of your 
congregations ; and, by the admirable inflitu- 
tion of our laws, the tenths of our lands, now 


* Prefixed to the celebrated pamphlet called“ The Criſis.” 
See p. 101. In the 8th number of The Engliſhman,” Oct. 22,1713, 
Mr. Steele inſerted a letter, giving notice, that * The Crifis' was 
then ready for the preſs; and concluding in theſe words: © The 

% price of this diſcourſe will be but one ſhilling ; and perſons 
« who are willing to ſubſcribe for numbers of them, are deſired 
« to leave their names and ſuch numbers with Mr. Samuel 
« Buckley, at the Dolphin, in Little Britain. I beg the favour 
« of you to inſert this in your very next paper; for I ſhall go- 
« yern myſelf, in the number I print, according to the number 
« of ſubſcriptions.” After the ſubſcription had continued open 

more than two months, The Engliſhmam,” Ne 26, Dec. 26, 
acquainted the publick, that, „at the deſire of ſeveral ladies of 
« quality, the publication of The Crifis' is put off till the fe- 
% male world have expreſſed their zeal for the publick by a ſub- 
* ſcription as large as that made among the other fex,” The 
Criſis appeared, on the 19th of January, 1714. 


IN 
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n your poſſeſſion, are deſtined to become the 
property of ſuch others as ſhall, by learning 
md virtue, qualify themſelves to ſucceed you. 
Theſe circumſtances of education and fortune 
place the minds of the people, from age to age, 
under your direction. As, therefore, it would be 
I!. higheſt indiſcretion in miniſters of ſtate of 
8 this kingdom to neglect the care of being ac- 
ceptable to you in their adminiſtration ; ſo it 
1 would be the greateſt impiety in you, to inflame 
be people committed to your charge, with ap- 


0 prehenſions of danger to you and your conſtitu- 
1 tion, from men innocent of any ſuch deſigns. 

. Give me leave, who have in all my words and 
5 actions, from my youth upwards *, maintained 


an inviolable reſpect to you and your order, to 
obſerve to you, that all the diſſatisfactions 
which have been raiſed in the minds of the peo- 
ple, owe their-riſe to the cunning of artful men, 
who have introduced the mention of you and 
your intereſt (which are ſacred to all good 
men) to cover and ſanctify their own practices 
upon the affections of the people, for ends very 
different from the promotion of religion and 
virtue, Give me leave alſo to take notice, that 


* See his declaration, already cited in p. 282, in reſpe to 
The Chriſtian Hero.” He adds, however, that, © finding him- 
« ſelf flighted, inſtead of being encouraged, for his declaration as 
« to religion, it became incumbent on him to enliven his cha- 
«rafter; for which reaſon he wrote The Funeral, in which, 
« though full of incidents that move laughter, Virtue and Vice 
appear juſt as they ought to do.“ 


+ Ws theſe 
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theſe ſuggeſtions have been favoured by ſome 
few unwary men in holy orders, who have made 
the conſtitution of their own country a very little 
part of their ſtudy, and yet made obedience and 
government the frequent Eur am of their dif. 
courfes. ' 
| Theſe men, from the pompous ideas of im. 
perial greatneſs, and ſubmiſſion to abſolute em- 
perors, which they imbibed in their earlier 
years, have, from time to time, inadvertently 
uttered notions of power and obedience abhor. 
rent from the laws of this their native country, 

I will take the further liberty to ſay, that if 
the acts of parliament mentioned in the follow- 
ing treatiſe had been from time to time put in a 
fair and clear light, and been carefully recom- 
mended to the peruſal of young gentlemen in 
colleges, with a preference to all other civil in- 
ſtitutions whatſoever; this kingdom had not 
been in its preſent condition: but the conſtitu- 
tion would have had, in every member the uni- 
verſities have ſent into the world, ever ſince the 
Revolution, an advocate for our rights and li- 
berties. 

There is one thing which deſerves your moſt 
ſerious confideration. You have bound your- 
ſelves, by the ſtrongeſt engagements that Religion 
can lay upon men, to ſupport that ſucceſſion 
which is the ſubje& of the following papers ; 
you have tied down your ſouls by an oath to 
maintain it as it is ſettled in the Houſe of Ha- 

nover; 


* 
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nover; nay, you have gone much further than 
is uſual in caſes of this nature, as you have per- 
ſonally abjuted the Pretender to this Crown, and 
that expreſsly, without any equivocations or 
mental reſervations whatſoever, that 1s, without 
any poſſible eſcapes, by wtich the ſubtlety of 
temporizing caſuiſts might hope to elude the 
force of theſe ſolemn obligations. You know 
much better than I do, whether the calling God 
to witneſs to the ſincerity of our intentions in 
theſe caſes, whether the {wearing upon the holy 
Evangeliſts in the moſt ſolemn manner, whether 
the taking of an oath before multitudes of fel- 
low- ſubjects and fellow-Chriſtians in our public 


courts of juſtice, do not lay the greateſt obliga- 


tions that can be laid on the conſciences of men. 
This I-am ſure of, that if the body of a Clergy, 
who confiderately and voluntarily entered into 
theſe engagements, ſhould be made uſe of as 
inſtruments and examples to make the nation 
break through them, not only the ſucceſſion to 
our Crown, but the very effence of our Religion 
is in danger. What a triumph would it furniſh 
to thoſe evil men among us who are enemies to 
your ſacred order! what occaſion would it ad- 
miniſter to Atheiſts and Unbelievers, to ſay that 
Chriſtianity is nothing elſe but an outward ſhow 
and pretence among the moſt knowing of its 
profeſſors ! What could we afterwards object to 
22 > what would be the ſcandal brought 

upon 
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upon our holy Church, which i is at preſent the 
glory and bulwark of the Reformation? how 
would our preſent Clergy appear in the eyes of 
their poſterity, and even to the ſucceſſors of 
their own order, under a government introduced 
and eſtabliſhed by a conduct ſo directly oppoſite 
to all the rules of honour and precepts of Chriſ. 
tianity ! 

As I always ſpeak and think of your holy or- 
der with the utmoſt deference and reſpect, I do 
not inſiſt upon this ſubject to infinuate that there 
is ſuch a diſpoſition among your venerable body, 
but to ſhew how much your own honour and the 
intereſt of religion is concerned, that there 
ſhould be no cauſe-given for it. 

Under colour of 'a zeal towards you, men 
may ſometimes act not only with impunity but 
popularity, what would render them, without 
that hypocriſy, inſufferably odious to their fel- 
low- ſubjects. 

Under this pretence, men may preſume to 
practiſe ſuch arts for the deſtruction and diſho- 
nour of their country, as it would be impious 
to make uſe of, even for its glory and ſafety: 
men may do in the higheſt proſperity, what it 


would not be excuſable to og under the 


loweſt neceſlity ! 

The laws of our country, the powers of the 
legiſlature, the faith of nations, and the honour 
of God, may be too weak confiderations to bear 


> up 


= 
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up againſt the popular, though groundleſs, cry 


of the Church. This fatal prepoſſeſſion may 


ſhelter men in raifing the French name and Ro- 
man Catholic intereſt in Great Britain, and con- 
ſequently in all Europe. Fw 

It behoves you therefore, Gentlemen, to con- 
ſider, whether the cry of the Church's danger 
may not at length become a truth : and as you 
are men of ſenſe, and men of honour, to exert 
yourſelves in undeceiving the multitude, when- 
ever their affectionate concern for you may 
prove fatal to themſelves. 

You are ſurrounded by a learned, wealthy, 
and knowing gentry, who can diſtinguiſh your 
merit, and do honour to your characters. They 
know with what firmneſs as Engliſhmen, with 
what ſelf-denial as Prelates, with what charity 
as Chriſtians, the Lords the Biſhops, Fathers of 
the Church, have behaved themſelves in the 
public cauſe : they know what contumelies the 
reſt of the Clergy have undergone, what diſ- 
countenance they have laboured under, what 
prejudice they have ſuffered in their miniſtry, 
who have adhered to the cauſe ot truth : bur it 
is certain that the face of things is now too me- 
lancholy to bear any longer falſe appearances ; 
and common danger has united men, who not 
long ago were artfully inflamed againſt each 
other, into ſome regard of their common ſafety. 

When the world is in this temper, thoſe of 


our 
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our paſtors, whoſe exemplary lives, and chari. 
table diſpoſitions, both adorn and advance. our 
holy religion, will be the objects of our love and 
admiration ; and thoſe who purſue the gratifi. 
| cations of pride, ambition, and avarice, under 
the ſacred character of Clergymen, will not fail 
to be our contempt and deriſion. 

Noiſe and wrath cannot always paſs for zeal; 
and if we ſee but little of the public ſpirit of d 
Engliſhmen, or the charity of Chriſtians, in N c 
others, it is certain we can feel but little of the a 
pleaſure of love and gratitude, and but fant t 
emotions of reſpect and veneration in ourſelves, x 

It will be an action worthy the miniſters of M + 
the Church of England, to diſtinguiſh them 
ſelves for the love of their country ; and as we 
have a religion that wants no affiſtance from ar- 
rifice or enlargement of ſecular power, but is 
well ſupported by the wiſdom and piety of its 
preachers, and its own native truth, to let man- 
kind ſee that we have a Clergy who are of the 
people, obedient to the ſame laws, and zealous 
not only of the ſupremacy and prerogative of 
our princes, but of the liberties of their fellow. 
ſubjects: this will make us, who are your flock, 
burn with joy to ſee, and with zeal to imitate, 
your lives and actions. It cannot be expected 
but that there will be, in ſo great a body, light, 
ſuperficial, vain, and ambitious men, who 
being untouched with the ſublime force of the 

| Goſpel, 


To His FRIENDS. 397 


Goſpel, will think it their intereſt to inſinuate 
jealoufies between the clergy and laity, in hopes 
to derive from their order a veneration which 
they know they cannot deſerve from their vir- 


tue. But while the moſt worthy, conſpicuous, 


learned, and powerful, of your ſacred function, 
are moved by the noble and generous incentives 
of doing good to the ſouls of men, we will not 
doubt of ſeeing by your miniſtry the love of our 
country, due regard for our laws and liberties, 
and reſentment for the abuſe of truth, revive in 
the hearts of men. And as there are no inſtru. 
ments under Heaven ſo capable of this great 
work, that God would make you ſuch to this 
divided nation, is the hearty prayer of, Gentle. 
men, your moſt dutiful, and moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, RICHARD STEELE. 


— 


LETTER ccccxxx- 
To General STANHOPE $. 


SIR, 1714.1 

HERE could not be a more proper patron 

to the EN GLUIsuMAN than He who, in the 
eſteem 


* Prefixed to the firſt volume of The Engliſhman.” 

+ James Stanhope, grandſon to the firſt Earl of Cheſteafield 
by bis ſecond lady, having ſerved when very young as a volun- 
teer under the Duke of Savoy, was made a Captain in the foot- 
guards, with the rank of Lieutenant-colonel, in 1694 was a 
member of the Houſe of Commons from 1700 till created a 


peer; 
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eſteem of all men, is as much one, as any who 
enjoys the honour and happineſs of that name, 
If plain-dealing, generoſity, and truth, have 
diſtinguiſhed us from the baſe and wily arts of 
our enemies, theſe qualities Mr. Stanhope poſ- 
ſeſſes in common with all true Engliſhmen; but 
thoſe endowments and acquiſitions which make 
him capable of exerting the noble diſpoſitions 
peculiar to free and generous Britons, are what 
render him one of the greateſt men of the 
greateſt people. 

A natural and prevailing eloquence in afſem- 
blies, an heroic and. inſpiring courage in the 
field, a gentle and winning behaviour in conver- 
ſation, are eminences which enable you to be a 


peer ; ſerved a volunteer in 1702 in the expædition to Cadiz, and 
next year in Portugal; was made a Brigadier-general in 1704; 
Envoy Extraordinary to Charles III. in 1706; Major-general 
in 1707 ;- and Commander in, Chief of the forces in Spain, 1708. 
The ſame year he ſubdued Minorca; and in 1910 commanded 
the Engliſh forces at the battles of Almanza and Saragoſſa, to 
which victories he greatly contributed, and, facilitated the march 
of Charles III. to Madrid. He was conſtituted firſt Commil- 
ſioner of the Treaſury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, Apiil 
x1, 1717; created Viſcount Stanhope of Mahon, July 21; Se- 
cretary of State, March 21, 1717-18; Ear! Stanhope, April 7, 
17183 and was ſent the ſame year to France and Spain, to con- 
clude the negotiations for a general peace ; was one of the Lords 
Juſtices in 1719; was twice in France, where he brought the 
King of Spain to accede to the quadruple alliance; and on his 
return was again one of the Lords Juſtices, He was ſuddenly 
ſeized with a dizzineſs in his head, occaſioned by the vehemence 
of a debate in the Houſe of Peers, Feb. 4, 1720-1; and died 


next day. 
bleſſing 
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bleſffing to the age in which you live. You 
have ever uſed theſe advantages for the ſervice 
of your country, with a beautiful diſregard to 
what is uſually thought a man's greateſt intereſt, 
All men of ſenſe give you, in their real ſenti- 
ments and juſt conceptions of your merit, much 
greater honours than could be purchaſed from 
the gaudy affluence of ſuch things as are the 
admiration and firſt purſuit of common men. 
Many circumſtances render it inconvenient to 
ſay much of the preſent I now make you; but 
if I had, inſtead of forming the character of an 
Engliſhman from my own conceptions, drawn it 
from the gentleman to whom I am now ſpeak- 
ing, it had been much eafier to have defended 


it. I do not by this application defign to in- 


volve you in a diſpute in favour of theſe writ- 
ings; you undertook it, with great humanity, 
when it was moſt uſeful to me ®, and I cannot 
but do thoſe who have condemned them the 
juſtice to mention to the world this ſtrong cir- 
cumſtance againſt theſe papers, that your elo- 
quence has been ineffectual in their defence. 
However, no one can blame me for being proud 


* In the Houſe of Commons, on the queſtion for his ex- 
pulſion, Mr. Steele choſe to make his appearance near the bar 
of the Houſe; and I will not forget to mention one circumſtance 
ein this ſcene that very much ſweetened his affliction, which was, 
that he had the honour to ſtand between Mr. Stanhope and Mr. 
« Walpole, who had condeſcended to take upon them the parts of 
his adyocates.” Apology, p. 234. 
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that ſo good and great a man condeſcended, in 
places wherein they have been cenſured, to be 
my adyocate. 

Your Queen and country have your great 
qualifications in ſtore for their glory and ſervice, 
whenever you are called to their aſſiſtance in the 
field, the cabinet, or the ſenate. In the talents 
of each place you have few equals in ability, 
even among thoſe who are practiſed only in one 
of them, and much fewer in a diſintereſted in- 
tegrity in exerting that ability. Your gene- 
rous conduct with relation to the fortunes as 
well as the lives of your enemies, over whom 
you have had the right of conqueſt, has gained 
you the moſt eligible fame, that of juſtice and 
moderation. This generous conduct has made 
every man you ever commanded love you as a 


comrade, and every fellow-ſubject you have 


ſerved (and you have ſerved every fellow-ſub- 
ject) eſteem you as a friend. The world, Which 


is in arrear to your virtue, never ſpeaks of you' 


without wiſhing you honour in proportion to 
what you have done for your country 's glory, 
and wiſhing you wealth in proportion to what 
you have refuſed, to augment that glory. 

I am, Sir, with the greateſt gratitude and re- 
ſpect, your moſt obliged and moſt humble ſer- 
vant, RICHARD STEELE. 


% 


LETTER 
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L ET TE R CCCCXXXI?, 
To Mr. Concreve +. 
S1R, [17514] 
Y name, as publiſher of the following 
Miſcellanies, I am ſenſible, is but a light 
recommendation of them to the publick ; but 
the town's opinion of them will be raiſed, when 
it ſees them addreſſed to Mr. Congreve. If the 
patron 1s but known to have a taſte for what is 
preſented to him, it gives an hopeful idea of 
the work ; how much more, when he is an ac- 
knowledged maſter of the art he is deured to 


# Preſixed to Steele's colleftion of © Poetical Miſcellanies.”” 

+ Mr. William Conffeve was born in Staffordſhire in 1672, 
His father being a ſteward in the Burlington family, he was 
bred in Ireland. Soon after the Revolution, he was entered of 
the Middle Temple; but, the law proving too ſevere a ſtudy 
for his inclination, he early diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a dramatic 
writer. His firſt comedy. The Old Bachelor,” came out in 
16933 and that munificent patron of wit, the Earl of Halifax, 
ſoon after made him a Commiſſioner of the Hackney-coaches, 
gave him a place in the Pipe-office, and another in the Cuſtoms, 
worth 6001. a year. He continued writing with ſucceſs till 
i698, when he ſeems to have quired the ſtage in diſguſt. Under 
the miniſtry of the Earl of Oxford, he was continued in office, 
though almoſt blind, through the friendſhip of Dr. Swift ; and 
the latter years of his life were ſpent in caſe and retirement. He 
became at laſt quite blind; and, dying Jan. 19, 1728-9, was 
buried with great pomp in Weſtminſter-abbey, where an ele- 
gant monument was ereCted to his memory at the expence of 
Henrietta Ducheſs of Marlborough, to whom he bequeathed 
the greater part of his fortune. See Southern's account of Con- 
greve, from an autograph paper in the Britiſh Muſeum, in the 
late edition of the TATLER with Notes, vol. VI. zote, p. 471, 
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favour ? Tour juſt ſucceſs in the various parts" 
of Poetry, will make your approbation of the ou 
following ſheets a favour to many ingenious fo 
gentlemen, whoſe modeſty wants the ſanction of 
ſuch an authority. Men of your talents oblige i of 
the world, when they are ſtudious to produce in il © 
others the fimilitude of their excellencies. Your to 
great diſcerning in diſtinguiſhing the characten ¶ bi. 
of mankind, which .is manifeſted in your Come. 
dies, renders your good opinion a juſt founda. 
tion for the eſteem of other men. I know, in- 
deed, no argument againſt theſe collections, in 
compariſon of any other Tonſon has heretofore 
printed; but that there are n it no verſes of 
yours. That gentle, free, and eaſy faculty, 
which alſo in ſongs, and ſhort poems &, you pol- 
ſeſs above all others, diſtinguiſhes itſelf where- 
ever it appears, I cannot but inftance your 
inimitable * Doris,” which excels, for polite- 
neſs, fine raillery, and courtly fatire, any thing 
we can meet with in any language. 

Give me leave to tell you, that when I confi- 
der your capacity this way, I cannot enough ap- 
plaud the goodneſs of your mind, that has given 
ſo few examples of theſe ſeverities, under the 

temptation of ſo great applauſe as the ill-natured 
world beſtows on them, though addreſſed with: 
out any mixture of your delicacy. 


oO op 222 
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Dr. Johnſon was of a different opinion. © The petty poems 
« of Congreve,”” he ſays, are ſeldom worth the coſt of criti- 
e ciſm,” . Sce Atterbury's Letters, vol. IV. P. 215. 
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I cannot leave my favourite © Doris” with - 
out taking notice how much that ſhort per- 
formance diſcovers a true knowledge of life, 
« Doris” is the character of a libertine woman 
of condition, and the fatire is worked up ac- 
cordingly; for people of quality are ſeldom 
touched with any repreſentation of their vices 
but in a light which makes them ridiculous. 

As much as I eſteem you for your excellent 
writings, by which you are an honour to our 
nation, I chuſe rather, as one that has paſſed 
many happy hours with you, to celebrate that 
eaſy condeſcenſion of mind, and command of a 
pleaſant imagination, which give you the un- 
common praiſe of a man of wit, always to 
pleaſe, and never to offend. No one, after a 
joyful evening, can reflect upon an expreſſion 
of Mr. Congreve's that dwells upon him with 
pain. 8 

ln a man capable of exerting himſelf any 
way, this (whatever the vain and ill-natured 
may think of the matter) is an excellence above 
the brighteſt ſallies of imagination. 

The reflection upon this moſt equal, amiable, 
and corre& behaviour, which can be obſerved 
only by your intimate acquaintance, has quite 
diverted me from acknowledging your ſeveral 
excellencies as a writer ; but to dwell particu- 
larly on thoſe ſubjects would have no very good 


effect upon the following performances of my- 
d 2 ſelf, 
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ſelf, and friends. Thus, I confeſs to you, your 
modeſty is ſpared only by my vanity ; and! 
hope you will give me leave to indulge it yet 
further, in telling all the world I am, with great 
truth, Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt hum. 
ble ſervant, RICHARD STEELE, 


— 


LETTER CCCCXXXII *, 
To Lord Fincn +. 


My Lox, May 25, 1714. 
HIS firſt part of a narration, to which! 
have given oe title of © A Roman Eccle- 


T 
6 fiaſtical 


® Prefixed to The Romiſh Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory of late 
4% Years.” —-It may be proper juſt to mention, that the dedi- 
—— to An Account of the State of the Roman Catholic Reli. 
* gion throughout the World,” though publiſhed by Steele, wa 
the production of his friend Biſhop Hoadly, and therefore not 
republiſhed here, its origination was a circumſtance of ſuch public 
notoriety, as ill deſerved the malicious reflection it produced from 
Swift ; that 
44 Steele, who own'd what others writ, 
« And flouriſh'd by imputed wit, 
From perils of a hundred jails, 
« Withdrew to ſtarve, an1l die in Wales.” 
It is added, on the written teſtimony of Dr. John Hoadly, who 
put the ſame interpretation on the ill · natured lines above quoted, 
that SWIFT, with his uſual arrogance, was highly offended with 
the publication of the fine piece of irony and grave humour 
above mentioned, under the name of STEELE, and tlius inſo- 
lently reſented it, as if forſooth it had been an invaſion of a pro- 
vince which he idly affected to monopolize, and of whfch he 
dreamed that he was the only perſon in the world competent to 
be the NIE. See in HARRISON's Spurioxs Tatler, vol. V. 
ad Ne 
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« fiaſtical Hiſtory,” is only an account of ſome 


collateral and contemporary circumſtances and 
ſecret 


No 28, SW1FT's account of himſelf, under the fictitious name of 
Hiereus. 

The lines above quoted may likewiſe very well be ſuppoſed to 
allude to STEELE's publiſhing papers of other writers in the 
TATLER, SPECTATOR, and GUARDIAN. Theſe he generally, 
though not always, diſtinguiſhed from his own by certain ſigna- 
tures; and as he ordinarily bought them, he had, unqueſtionably, 
a right to publiſh and to vend them. Addiſon was paid, probably 
very amply, for his papers; and Dr. JokNs ox ſays, he received 
his payments for them with avidity and great eagerneſs.” It ap- 
pears, on the teſtimony of the Biſhop's ſon, that Bp. Berkeley had 


always one guinea and a dinner with Sir Richard Steele for every d 


paper of his in the Guardian; and there is little doubt but that, 
in all Steele's publications, the aſſiſtances he had from others, 
when they would accept of pecuniary gratifications for them, 
were well rewarded by a man who ſometimes perhaps might be 


vainly profuſe, and too often imprudently generous. See more ; 


of this in a note on the xew TATLER, vol. VI. No 271, p. 451, 

& /c 
; WP Finch, eldeſt ſon to Daniel Earl of Nottingham. He 
was elected one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of Rut- 
land in the ninth of Queen Anne, and ſerved for the ſame county 
in all parliaments whilſt he continued a commoner. On the ac» 
ceſſion of King George I. he was appointed one of the Gentlemen 
of the Bedchamber to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
our late Sovereign, when his father was declared Lord Prefident 
of the Council; alſo on October 10, 1715, was conſtituted one of 
the Lords Commitlioners of the Treaſury ; and refigned all his 
employments Februaty 29, 1715-16. His Lordſhip was made 
Comptroller of His Majeſty's Houſhold, May 25, 1725; which 
office he voluntarily reſigned, after he ſucceeded his father as Earl 
of Winchelſea and Nottingham (Jan. 2, 1729-30). On June 1, 
1725, he was ſworn of his Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy» 
council. On March 16, 1741, his Lordſhip was conſtituted Firſt 
Lord Commiſhoner of the Admiralty; and on April 15, 1743, 
was appointed one of the Lords Juſtjces on his Majeſty's abſence 
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ſecret paſſages, joined to an account of the ce. 
remony of the laſt inauguration of Saints, by 
his Holineſs the Pope. EF 

it diſplays the utmoſt abuſe of Chriſtianity, 
and that to the moſt fantaſtical degree. After 
the See of Rome has uſurped the dominion over 
the whole earth, it goes on to diſpoſe of Heaven 
alſo, and to name the inhabitants of thoſe 
bleſſed manſions. Theſe ſhe employs to receive 
the importunities of mortals, before they come 
at the Almighty. Is this for His eaſe who is 
all- ſufficient,— for His information who is om- 


niſcient? Groſs! —prophane !—ridiculous ! 
This account gives us a lively idea of the 
pageantry uſed in that Church to ſtrike the ima- 
ginations of the vulgar, and needs only to be 
repeated, to give every ſerious man, an abhor. 
rence as well as contempt of their idolatry. 1 
take the liberty to addreſs it to your Lordſhip, 
in regard that you are by birth, and imitation 


in his German dominions. His Lordſhip was one of the aſſiſtantz 
to the Duke of Somerſet, chief mourner at the funeral of Frede- 
_ rick, Prince of Wales, April 13, 1751. On March 13, 1752, 
he was elected Knight Companion of the moſt noble order of the 
Garter, and inſtalled on June 4 following. His Lordſhip, on 
April 6, 1757, was a ſecond time appointed Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty ; but reſigned in June following. At the acceſſion of 
the preſent King, he was coctinued a member of the Privv-coun- 
cil, and conſtiruted Pre ſident thereof on July 12, 1765, which 
office he reſigned July 30, 766. His Lordſhip was alſo one of 
the E'der Brethren of the Trinity-houſe, He departed this life, at 
his houle on Parſon's- green, Middleſex, Auguſt 2, 1769, in the 
_ Paſt year of his age, 4 | | 

| ol 


—— n _ — 
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of your predeceſſors, obliged to exert a firm and 
unſhaken zeal to our Church, which is reformed 
from ſuch abfurdities, and retains every thing 
that is conſiſtent with gravity, good ſenſe, true 
religion, virtue, and piety. Deſcriptions where- 
in men, dedicated to the ſervice of God, bear a 
part, are never to be made to the derogation of 
ſuch his ſervants, except in caſes wherein they ap- 
parently abuſe that reſpeCt which the Laity have 
far them, as conductors to a better life, to 
ſerve their own power, vanity, and ambition in 
this. When that happens to be the caſe, it is 
our buſineſs to obviate ſuch injuries in the firſt 
attempts of impoſing them on mankind : for 
we neglect our duty to Heaven when we per- 
mit its intereſts to be proſtituted to ends un- 
worthy. For this reaſon, I dare acknowledge 
that any power affected by Clergymen, above 
what the laws of our country allow them, or 
independent of the Sovereignty of it, is to me 
Popery. I cannot think the endeavour at tem- 

ral power from the ſervice at the altar a leſs 
guilt, than building a falſe ſuperſtructure upon 
that foundation, which only can be laid for 
ſpiritual and holy purpoſes. 

Your noble Father has, in all his actions, 
maintained ſo unbiaſſed an affection to the 


\ ” -++ T0 | MIS 


Church of England, that to his zeal, more than 


to that of any other man, it owes the inhibition, 
& that any who diſſent from her ſhall bear office 
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perſons of Clergy men, but joining in a combi. 


nation, which conſtitutes thoſe (whom they 
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c in theſe realms*.” None can defire more, who 
do not think it reaſonable that they ſhould a0 
be excluded from property, and deprived of life 
elf, for Nonconformity. | 

I have often aſſerted, that they who affet 
orefetfiog their zeal for the Church on all oc: 
eaſions, reduced themſelves to an abſurdity, and 
betrayed the weakneſs of their cauſe, when 
they ranked his Lordſhip among thoſe whom 
they call Whigs. By this one circumſtance 
they acknowledge it is not care of Religion, I 
fay, it is not reſpect to Religion, or to the 


» SC hﬀ 


nation with the leaſt known for virtue and piety 
among them; and adding the cry of the C hurch 
to their common projects for power and domi- 


c 
n 
f 
| 
| 
| 


call) Churchmen. 

Vour Lordſhip has too good a diſcerning, to 
want that theſe things ſhould be pointed to 
you; and it is to the frank ſpirit of men of 
your age and abilities among the nobility and 
gentry, we muſt owe the amendment of ſuch 
inveterate evils. 

I congratulate your Lordſhip upon the early 
conipicuous figure you make in the buſinel(s of 


To this noble Earl the Church was afterwards indebted for 
an Aaſwer* to a pamphlet of Whifion's, 1721; for which his 
Lordibip was complimented by addreſſes from both the Univer- 
fities, and from * * n. 


* * the 


- 
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the nation; and doubt not but you will, every 
year of your life, give new teſtimonies of your 
being a true ſon of the Church of England, and 
an exemplary patriot to your country. 

The noble motive which firſt produced your 
natural eloquence * was what ſhould be the great 
purpoſe of that charming force in all who are 
bleſſed with it, the protection of the oppreſſed: 
and I doubt not but your future conduct will 


* An alluſion to a circumſtance in the life of this nobleman, not 
commonly known, that well deſerves to be recorded to his ho- 
nour, and the relation of which is requiſite to make what is here 
ſaid intelligible. In a paper of his in the Guardian STEELE 
publiſhed a ſpirited defence of Lady Charlotte Finch, who had 
been treated with rudeneſs and ill manners by an anonymous 
writer in the Examiner, for alledged miſbehaviour in church; 
and won by this the heart of her brother, probably pre-diſpoſed 
in favour of an amiable man, and, it may be, attached to him by 
an antecedent friendſhip. Be this as it may, when the queſtion 
about Steele's expulſion was agitated in the Houſe of Commons, 
Lord Finch ſtepped forward, and made attempts to ſpeak in 
Steele's behalf; but, being embarraſſed by an ingenuous modeſty, 
and over-deference to an aſſembly ia which he had not yet been 
accuſtomed to ſpeak, he tat down in viſible confuſion, ſaying, fo 
as to be over heard, „It is ſtrange how I can't ſpeak for this 
« man, though I could readily fight for him“ His words being 
whiſpered from one to another, operated in an inftant, like elec- 
trical fire, and a ſudden burſt, from all parts of the Houſe, of 
% Hear him ! Hear him!“ with ineffable marks of encourage- 
ment, brought Lord Finch again on his legs, who, with aſtoniſh- 
ing recollection, and the utmoſt propriety, ſpoke a ſpeech on the 


occaſion, in which, as it was related to this writer, in the lan- 
guage of the theatre, “ there was not a word which did not 


* tell.” — “ Such was the noble motive which firſt produced this 
© nobleman's natural eloquence; the force of which was charm- 
« ing, and irteſiſtible when excited in the protection of the 
* * erage 1 
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be agreeable to the manner of your ſetting out, 
to the nobility of your birth, the dignity of 
your own good ſenſe, and the ſervice of man- 
kind in all their true intereſts, both religious 
and civil. | 
This addreſs is made to you in acknowledg- 
ment of late favours to me, and to deſire the 
continuance of your good opinion and friend- 
ſhip. I am, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt 
obliged, moſt obedient, and moſt humbie ſer. 
vant, RiCHARD STEELE. 


LETTER CCCCXXXIII. 


To a MEMBER Or PARLIAMENT. 


SIR, 2 London, May 28, 1714. 

HOUGH 1 have had the misfortune to 
appear an unworthy member of your 
Houſe, and am expelled accordingly from my 
ſeat in Parliament; I am not by that vote (which 
was more important to the people of England 
than I ſhall at this time explain) deprived of 
the common benefits of life, liberty, or any 
other enjoyment of a rational being. And I do 
not think I can better beſtow my time, or em- 
ploy theſe advantages, than in doing all in my 
power to preſer ve them to others as well as my- 
ſelf, and in afferting the right of my fellow- 
ſubjects againſt any thing which I apprehend to 
be 
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be mn incroachment upon what they ought to 
enjoy as men, and what they are legally poflefled 


of as Engliſhmen, or, if you will, as Britons, 

This, Sir, is all the apology I ſhall make 
for addreſſing to you, in this public manner, 
my thoughts concerning the bill“, now ma- 
king its way, with all convenient expedition, 
through your Houſe, and the whole legiſlature. 
I ſhall examine this matter as well as haſte will 
allow me, and therefore muſt recite as diſtinctly 
as I can what you gave me in diſcourſe as the 
ſubſtance of this intended law rx. 

When theſe are the melancholy proſpects be- 
fore our eyes; when no one of the family of 
Hanover, though long expected, is yet arrived 
in this kingdom; and when many weak people 
are under ſtrange apprehenſions, becauſe the 
proclamation for bringing the Pretender to juſ- 
tice, in caſe he ſhould land here, is put off; I 
ſay, when many things paſs every day, on which 
Jacobites make reflections to their own advan- 
tage, and ordinary people, who cannot judge 
of reaſons of State, put all theſe things together; 
it creates in them a chagrin and uneaſineſs, which 
will be mightily increaſed by the paſſing of a bill 
that may be to the mortification of the meaneſt 
perſons in the Proteſtant cauſe, 


% For preventing the Growth of Schiſm.“ 
+ For the political part of this Letter the reader is referred to 


Feeple' $ © Political Writings.” 7 
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It is therefore no time to do a thing, which 


will take off the hands and purſes of half a mil. 


lion of people, as friends to the Houſe of Ha- 
nover ; half a million of people, as enemies to 


the Pretender. 


If this Bill paſſes, and the Pretender ſhould 


come upon our coaſt ; I would fain know what 


could move a Diſſenter to lift an hand, or em- 


ploy a ſhilling againſt him? He has at preſent 


no hopes of preferment, and would by this bill 
be under daily apprehenſions of the loſs of the 
toleration as to himſelf, as well as being wholly 


| bergft of it as to his poſterity. He would have 


certainly promiſes from the Pretender of liberty 


of conſcience ; and he could but have thoſe pro- 
miſes broken, as in this caſe he would have it to 


ſay they had been before, and muſt expect ſome 
ſweetneſſes at a new change for ſtanding neuter, 
or exerting himſelf for the invader. Thus he 
would rather, according to his own intereſt, 
wiſh an invader ſucceſs than diſappointment ; 
add to this, ſome pleaſure in the revengeful 
hope of ſeeing us, who had perſecuted him, fall 
into the ſame calamity. 


This, dear Sir, is all I have to trouble you | 
with on this occafion ; and, though you accuſed 


me of being caſt down with my expulſion, you 
ſee I have not dunned you to move, that the 
other pamphlets may be examined as well as the 


Criſis and the Engliſhman, Give my ſervice to 
| 4 poor 
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poor Tom“ and Ned+, I muſt confeſs they were 


the laſt I forgave, but I have forgiven them too 
now. I am thoroughly convinced, fince this 
bill, that I was not worthy : for now you have 
taken upon you ecclefiaſtical matters, and I 
ſhould not have known how to behave myſelf 
among you, as a communion of Saints. 

I doubt not, Sir, but your voice and excel. 
lent talents will be employed againſt this perni- 
cious bill: to oppoſe it ſtrenuouſly, will be 
worthy that reſolution and modeſty for which 
you are ſo remarkably conſpicuous; that modeſty 
which cannot incline you to bear hard againſt 
perſons or things, when you happen to be with 


a majority ; and that reſolution which prompts- 


you to aſſert what you think truth, though un- 
der the diſadvantage of the moſt inconſiderable 
minority. I am, Sir, your moſt obedient, 
obliged, humble ſervant, Richax D STEELE. 


* Thomas Harley, Eſq. 
+ Edward Foley, Eſq. 
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LET T E R ccccxxxlv *. 
To the Counteſs of BURLINGTON f. 


MaDaw, July 21, 1714. 
HUMBLY defire your Ladyſhip would for- 
give the preſumption I am now guilty of in 
preſenting you with this book. I do it from the 
high honour and veneration I have for your 
great merit and virtue. It cannot, I know, fur- 
niſh your Ladyſhip with new reflections; and 
the Ladies of whom you are the happy mother 
have an example before them more prevalent to 
form them to every thing praiſe-worthy than 
any precepts they can find in the works of the 
beſt writers. But as there is much curioſity in 
theſe papers, and great ſtrength and force in the 
reaſonings of them; give me leave to offer this 
collection for the uſe of female life as a teſti- 
mony of the reſpe& which I, with all who are 
honoured with the leaſt acquaintance with you, 
muſt pay to your Ladyſhip, for the eminent 
example you have given the world in the im- 
portant characters of a wife and a mother. 

To command with the mien of making a re- 


queſt, to oblige with the aſpect of receiving fa- 


* Prefixed to the firſt volume of The Ladies Library.” 

+ Juliana, daughter and ſole heireſs to Henry Noel, ſecond ſon 
of Edward Viſcount Campden ; ſhe was married to Charles the 
fecond Earl of Burlington, who left her a widow in 1703-4; and 
was mother to Richard the third and laſt Earl of Burlington. 


vours, 


To us FRIENDS, 416 


vours, and to win affection without other deſign 
than making all people happy who converſe 
with her, or depend upon her, are excellencies 
peculiar to my Lady Burlington. But as there 
is a complaiſance which, like ſincere friendſhip, 
ſpeaks our good opinion in our ordinary looks 
and actions, more than any language can do it, I 
here ſhall go no farther than juſt to declare my- 
ſelf, with great deference, among the admirers of 
your great goodneſs and virtue; and beg of your 
Ladyſhip to forgive my ſaying thus much, for 
the forbearance of ſaying more, on a ſubject of 
which I am ſo very fond, as that of expreſſing 
myſelf, Madam, your Ladyſhip's moſt devoted, 
moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
RICHARD STEELE» 


EET TE R_CCCCEXAV 
To Mrs. Bover 6. 
Madan, July 21, 1914. 
T is an undiſputed privilege writers are poſ- 
ſeſſed of, to produce examples to the pre- 
cepts 


* Prefixed to the ſecond volume of © The Ladies Library.” 

+ On a ſplendid monument in Weſtminſier-abbey, under that 
of Lord Viſcount Howe, and next to Bp. Pearce, is a buſt of the 
Lady on a {mall medallion, placed between two large emblematre 
figures, deſigned by Gibbs, with the following iufcription: 

« To the memory of Mrs. KATHARINA BOVEY, whoſe per- 
ſon and underſtanding would have become the higheſt rank in 
female life, and whoſe vivacity would have recommended her in 


the beſt conyerſation ; but, by judgement, as well as inclination, 
ſhe 
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cepts they would enforce from the living cha · 
racters of their contemporaries. Vou cannot, 


ſhe choſe ſuch a retirement as gave her great opportunities for 
reading and reflection, which ſhe made uſe of to the wiſeſt pur - 
poſes of improvement in knowledge and religion. Upon other 
ſubjects, ſhe ventured far out of the common way of think ing; 
but in religious matters, ſhe made the Holy Scriptures, in which 
ſhe was well ſkilled, the rule and guide of her faith and actions; 
eſteeming it more ſafe to rely upon the plain Word of God, than 
to run into any freedoms of thought upon revealed truths. The 
great ſhare of time allowed to the cloſet was not perceived in her 
cxconomy, for ſhe had always a well-ordered and well- inſtructed 
family, from the happy influence as well of her temper and 
conduct, as of her uniform and exemplary Chriſtian life. It 
pleaſed God to bleſs her with a conſiderable eſtate, which, with 
a liberal hand, guided by wiſdom and piety, ſhe employed to his 
glory, and the good of her neighbours, Her domeſtic expences 
were managed with a decency and dignity ſuitable to her for- 
tune, but with a frugality that made her income abound to all 
proper objects of charity, to the relief of the neceſſitous, the en- 
couragement of the induſtrious, and the inſtruction of the igno- 
rant. She diſtributed not only with chearfulneſs, but with joy, 
which upon ſome occaſions of raiſing and refreſhing the ſpirit of 
the afflicted, ſhe could not refrain from breaking forth into 
tears, flowing from a heart thoroughly affected with compaſſion 
and benevolence, Thus did many of her good works, while 
ſhe lived, go up as a memorial before God; and ſome ſhe left to 
follow her. | 

« She died January 21, 1726, in the szyth year of her age, at 
Flaxley, her ſeat in Glouceſterſhire, and was buried there, where 
her name will be long remembered, and where ſeveral of her 
benefactions at that place, as well as others, are more particu- 


larly recorded.” . 


At the top of the monument are the family arms; and at the 
bottom theſe lines : | 

« This monument was erected with the utmoſt reſpect to 

her memory, and juſtice to her character, by her exe- 

cutrix, Mrs. Mary Por E, who lived with her near forty 

years in perfect friendſhip, and never once interrupted | 

till her much lamented death.“ | 
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therefore, expect for ever to be doing laudable 
things, and for ever to eſcape applauſe. It is in 
vain, you find, that you have always concealed 
greater excellencies than others induſtriouſly 
preſent to view; for the world will know that 
your beauty, though in the higheſt degree of 
dignity and ſweetneſs, is but a faint image of 
the ſpirit which inhabits the amiable form 
which Heaven has beſtowed on you. It is ob- 
ſerved, by all who know you, that, though you 
have an aſpect and mien which draw the atten- 
tion and expeCtation of all who converſe with 
you, and a wit and good ſenſe which ſurmount 
the great conceptions your perſon raiſes in your 
beholders, thoſe perfections are enjoyed by you 
like gifts of common accepration ; that lovely 
and affable air exprefles only the humility of a 
great and generous heart; and the moſt ſhining 
accompliſhments, uſed by others to attract vul- 
gar admiration, are ſerviceable to you only as 
they adorn piety and charity. 

Though your perſon and fortune equally 
raiſe the admiration and ambition of our whole 
ſex to move your attention to their importuni- 
ties; your equal ſpirit entertains itſelf with 
ideas of a very different kind, and is ſolicitous 
to, ſearch for imperfections where it were the 
utmoſt injuſtice for any other to imagine any, 
and applauſes only awaken you to an inquiſition 
for errors. 
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It is with this turn of mind that, inſtead of 


aſſemblies and converſations, books and ſolitude 


have been your choice, and you have gone on 
in the ſtudy of what you ſhould be, rather than 
attended to the celebration of what you are. 

Thus, with the charms of the faireſt of your 
own ſex, and knowledge not inferior to the 
more learned of ours, a clofet, a bower, or 
ſome beauteous ſcene of rural nature, has con- 
ſtantly robbed the world of a Lady's appearance, 
| who never was beheld but with gladneſs to her 
viſitants, nor ever admired but with pain to 
herſelf. 

But a conſtant diſtribution of large charities, 
' & ſearch for objects of new bounty, and a il. 
ful choice of modeſt merit, or ſuffering virtue, 
touch the ſouls of thoſe who partake your 
goodneſs too deeply to be borne without en- 
quiring for, and celebrating their benefactreſs. I 
ſhould be loth to offend your tenderneſs in this 
particular; but I know, when I ſay this, the 
fatherleſs and the widow, the neglected man of 
merit, the wretch on the fick bed, in a word, 
the diſtreſſed under all forms, will from this 
hint learn to trace the kind hand which has ſo 
often, as from Heaven, conveyed to them what 
they have aſked in the anguiſh of ſoul, when 
none could hear, but He who has blefled you 
with ſo. ample a fortune, and given you a ſoul 
to employ it in his fervice, 


It 
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If much more than what is here intimated be 
not the plain truth, it is impoſſible to come at 
what is ſo, fince one can find none who ſpeak of 
you, who are not in love with your perſon, or 
indebted to your fortune. I wiſh you, as the 
completion of human happineſs, a long conti- 
nuance of being what you are; and am, Madam, 
your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 
— —  — — —— —— ä 
LETTER CCCCXXXVIX. 
To Mrs. STEELE. 

MADAM, -” [1715.] 
F great obligations received are juſt motives 
for addrefles of this kind, you have an un- 
queſtionable pretenſion to my acknowledgments, 
who have condeſcended to give me your very 
ſelf. I can make no return for ſo ineſtimable a 
favour, but in acknowledging the generoſity of 
the giver. To have either wealth, wit, or 
beauty, is generally a temptation to a woman to 
put an unreaſonable value upon herſelf; but 
with all theſe, in a degree which drew upon you 
the addrefles of men of the ampleſt fortunes, 
you beſtowed your perſon where you could have 
no expectations but from the gratitude of the 
receiver, though you knew he could exert that 


* Prefixed to the third volume of“ The Ladies Library.” 
Ee2 _ gratitude 
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gratitude in no other returns but eſteem and 
love. For which muſt I firſt thank you? for 
what you have denied yourſelf, or for what you 
have beſtowed on me ? 

I owe to you, that for my ſake you have over- 
looked the proſpect of living in pomp and 
plenty, and I have not been circumſpect enough 
to preſerve you from care and ſorrow. I will not 
dwell upon this particular; you are ſo good a 
wife, that I know you think I rob you of more 
than I can give, when I ſay any thing in your fa- 
vour to my own diſadvantage. 

Whoever ſhould ſee, or hear you, would think 
it were worth leaving all the world for you; 
while I, habitually poſſeſſed of that happineſs, 
have been throwing away impotent endeavours 
for the reſt of mankind, to the neglect of her 
for whom any other man, in his ſenſes, would 
be apt to ſacrifice every thing elſe. 

I know not by what unreaſonable prepoſſeſſion 
it is, but methinks there muſt be ſomething 
auſtere to give authority to wiſdom ; and I can- 
not account for having only raillied many ſea- 
ſonable ſentiments of yours, but that you are 
too beautiful to appear judicious, 

One may grow fond, but not wiſe, from 
what is ſaid by ſo lovely a counſellor. Hard 
fate, that you have been leſſened by your per- 
fections, and loſt power by your charms! 


That 
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That ingenuous ſpirit in all your behaviour, 
that familiar grace in your words and actions, 
has for this ſeven years only inſpired admiration 


and love; but experience has taught me, the 
beſt counſel I ever have received has been pro- 


nounced by the faireſt and ſofteſt lips, and con- 


vinced me that I am in you bleſt with a wiſe 
friend, as well as a charming miſtreſs *. 

Your mind ſhall no longer ſuffer by your per- 
ſon ; nor ſhall your eyes, for the future, dazzle 
me into a blindneſs towards your underſtanding, 
I rejoice in this public occaſion to ſhew my 
eſteem for you; and muſt do you the juſtice to 
ſay, that there can be no virtue repreſented in 
all this Collection for the female world, which 
I have not known you exert, as far as the op- 


* See above, p. 276, —Swift, ſpeaking of Steele, in his Jour- 
nal to Stella, ſays, We have ſcurvy Tatlers of late: fo pray 
do not ſuſpe&t me, I have one or two hints I deſign to ſend 
« him, and never any more: he does not deferve it. He is go- 
« yerned by his wife moſt abominably, as bad as I never 
« ſa her ſince I came; nor has he ever made me an invitation; 
« either he dares not, or is ſuch a thoughtleſs Ti/Zall fellow, 
te that he never minds it.” Swift, Journal to Stella, Nov. z, 
1710, —< Yes, Steele was a little while in priſon, or at leaſt in 
« a ſpunging-houſe, ſome time before I came, but not ſince.” 
Ibid, Dec. 14, «7 19.—* Steele was arreſted the other day for 
% making a lottery, directly againſt an act of parliament. He 
« is now under proſecution ; but they think it will be dropped 
« out of pity. I believe he will very ſoon loſe his employment, 
&« for he has been mighty impertinent of late in his Spectators; 
« and I will never offer a word in his behalf.“ —Ibid. July r, 
1712. And ſee what has been already quoted in p. 361; and a 
note on the new ed. of TAT. vol. VI. Ne 228, p. 95, & /eq. 
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portunities of your fortune have given you 
leave. Forgive me, that my heart overflows 
with love and gratitude for daily inſtances of 
your prudent ceconomy, the juſt diſpofition you 
make of your little affairs, your chearfulneſs in 
diſpatch of them, your prudent forbearance of 
any reflections that they might have needed leſs 
vigilance had you diſpoſed of your fortune ſuit. 
ably ; in ſhort, for all the arguments you every 
day give me of a generous and fincere affection. 
It is impoſſible for me to look back on many 
evils and pains which I have ſuffered ſince we 
came together, without a pleaſure which is not 
to be expreſſed, from the proofs I have had, in 
thoſe circumſtances, of your unwearied good- 
neſs, How often has your tenderneſs removed 
pain from my fick head ! how often anguiſh 
from my afflifted heart! With how ſkilful pa- 
tience have I known you comply with the vain 
projects which pain has ſuggeſted, to have an 
aching limb removed by journeying from one 
fide of a room to another ! how often, the next 
inſtant, travelled the ſame ground again, with- 
out telling your patient it was-to no purpoſe to 
change his ſituation! If there are ſuch beings 
as guardian angels, thus are they employed. I 
will no more believe one of them more good in 
its inclinations, than I can conceive it more 
charming in its form, than my wife. 
| But 
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But I offend, and forget that what I ſay to 
you is to appear in public. You are ſo great a 
lover of home, that I know it. will be.irkſome 
to you to go into the world even in an applauſe. 
I will end this without ſo much as mentioning 
your little flock, or your own amiable figure at 
the head of it. That I think them preferable 
to all other children, I know is the effect of paſ- 
fon and inſtinct; that I believe you the beſt of 
Wives, I know proceeds from experience and 
reaſon. _ I am, Madam, your moſt obliged huſ- 
band, and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| RICHARD STEELE. 


LETTER CCCOXXXVITE. 


From Mr. Roysron MEREDITH. 


SIR, Oct. 21, 1714. 

F I miſtake not, you are the gentleman who, 
of late, has been ſo great a ſtickler for the 

liberty, rights, and properties of the ſubject; 


This and the three following letters were originally pub. 
liſhed in 1714, in a pamphlet, intituled, Mr. Steele detected: 
« or, the poor and oppreſſed Orphan's Letters to the great and 
arbitrary Mr. Steele; complaining of the great Injuſtice done 
« to the Public in general, and to himſelf in particular, by the 
Ladies Library, publiſhed by Mr. Steele; together with Mr. 
« Steele's Anſwers, and ſome juſt Reflections on them.” The 
integrity of Steele, whatgver other failings he may have had 
will overbalance the harſh obloquy of an exaſperated adverſary. 
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but it ſeems can (for a little dirty money, which 
you ſpend as vainly as you get * idly,) invade 
thoſe of your fellow- ſubjects, and that know. 
ingly, wilfully, 'and premeditatedly; I faid 


- knowingly, in that you have not received ſo 
little copy-money f as to be ignorant of the 


right and property every bookſeller hath to his 
copies; which you well know to be the ſame 
with that a gentleman has to his eſtate, I ſay 
wilfully and premeditatedly, becauſe, after ſuch 


| knowledge, you till perfiſt in your unjuſt prac- 


os 


tices. And, to yet aggravate and enhance your 
guilt, you have (as it were) ploughed the lands 
of two poor orphans, who haye very little elſe 
to ſubſiſt on; a fin which will cry aloud for 
vengeance. Theſe lines, how mean ſoe rer they 
be, are my own ; which is more than you can, 
or dare (if you have any honeſty or modeſty 
left) ſay of © The Ladies Library ;” wherein 
you have ſo greatly injured Royſton Meredith, 
ſervant to} . oo oo inn 

where I expect and demand a ſpeedy and ſatif. 
factory anſwer. Sir, before you had collected 
ſo many and whole ſections out of Biſhop Tay- 
lor's Holy Living and Dying,” (which, be 
pweaſed, to take notice, is my copy,) you would 


By other men's labour. R. M. 

+ And that for others writings too. R. M. 

t Theſe letters are exactly the fame with thoſe ſent to Mr. 
breele, except leaving out my maſter's name and place of abode, 
© which, for ſome reaſons, is thought proper to be omitted, 55 M. 

ave 
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have ated very prudently ſeriouſly to have 

ſed that of * Reſtitution,” where you might 

have read theſe words: © Better it is to go beg- 

« ging to Heaven, than to go to Hell laden 
« with the ſpoils of rapine and injuſtice.” 

To conclude: till, by ſome means or other, 


you make compenſation for the damage which 
I have and ſhall ſuſtain from that book, I muſt 


_ will write myſelf, the highly injured 


RoysTon MERREDITR. 


EET TER  CCOCXXXVIIE 
To Mr. MEREDITR. 


S1R, OR. 21, 1714. 
WILL enquire into what you write about, 
and write again about the ſubject of yours 
to, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
RICHARD STEELE. 


CO OC H— 


LETTER ceccxxxXIX. 
From Mr. MEREDITH. 


SIR, | 1 Oct. 25, 1714. 
HESE come to claim your promiſe of an 
anſwer to my former, which, with great 
impatience, has been expected; but not having 


yet received any, gives me juſt reaſon to con- 
clude 


. 
\ 
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_ clude that you have been conſulting. with the 
Mr. Tonſon*, from whom (when I de- 
manded fatisfaction) this anſwer was given me: 
4 How that he paid copy-money, and that l 
& muſt apply myſelf to the authot for redreſs.” 
My reply to him was, That the law ſhould 
e then decide it.” To which Mr. Tonſon had 
the aſſurance to ſay, ** It was better to be doing 
« than talking; which words I conceive to 
imply an open defiance to me, notwithſtanding 
he cannot be ignorant how that the Common 
Law, the High Court of Chancery, and even a 
late Act of Parliament, © For ſecuring the 
« Right and Property of Bookſellers to their 
& Copies,” will all plead in my behalf. But 
perhaps Mr. Tonſon may imagine, that a poor 
orphan, and one whom he may (falſely) think 
deſtitute of friends, will never be able to cope 
with fo potent an adverſary as himſelf; but be 
pleaſed, Sir, to inform him, that it is my re- 
ſolution (without ample ſatisfaction given me) 
to maintain my right, and have recourſe to the 
law for juſtice. To theſe an immediate anſwer 
is expected; otherwiſe the publick ſhall be ap- 
priſed of the great injuſtice done to them in 
general, and in particular to the poor and op- 
preſſed orphan, © RovsTon MEREDITH. 


* Mr. Stcele's bookfeller in ordinary. R. M. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCKL 
To Mr. MExEDIrR. 


SIR, St. James's-ſtreet, Oct. 26, 1714. 

HAVE a ſecond letter from you. The ſtyle 

of the firſt was very harſh to one whom you 
are not at all acquainted with; but there were 
ſuggeſtions in it which might give excuſe for 
being out of humour at one whom you might 
perhaps think was the occaſion of damage to 
you. You mentioned alſo an orphan, which 
word was a defence againſt any warm reply; 
but, fince you are pleaſed to go on in an intem- 
perate way of talk, I ſhall give myſelf no more 
trouble to enquire about what you complain, 
but reſt ſatisfied in doing all the good offices TI 
can to the Reverend Author's Grandchild, now 
in town. Thus, leaving you to contend about 
your title to his writings, and wiſhing you ſuc- 
ceſs, if you have juſtice on your fide, I beg you 
will give me no more. ill language, and you will 
oblige, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
| RICHARD STEELE» 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXLIF. 
To Wilitiam Hontvycoms, Eſq.+. 


HE ſeven former volumes of the Spxc- 

_ TATOR having been dedicated to ſome of 
the moſt celebrated perſons of the age, I take 
leave to inſcribe this eighth and laſt to you, as 
to a gentleman who hath ever been ambitious of 
appearing in the beſt company. 

You are now wholly retired from the buſy 
part of mankind, and at leifure to refle& upon 
your paſt atchievements; for which reaſon I 
look upon you as a perſon very well qualified 
for a dedication. | 

1 may poſſibly diſappoint my readers, and 
yourſelf too, if I do not endeavour, on this oc- 
cafion, to make the world acquainted with your 
virtues. And here, Sir, I ſhall not compliment 
you upon your birth, perſon, or fortune ; nor 
any other the like perfections, which you poſ- 
ſeſs whether you will or no: but ſhall only touch 
upon thoſe which are of your own acquiring, 
and in which every one muſt allow you have a 
real merit. 

Your janty air and eaſy motion, the volubi- 
lity of your diſcourſe, the ſuddenneſs of your 


This dedication, prefixed to the eighth volume of © The 


« $pectator,” is ſuſpected to have been written by Euſtace 
Budgell. | 


+. Generally ſuppoſed to be Col. Cleland, See p. 114. 
| . laugh, 
2 
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laugh, the management of your ſnuff. box, with 
the whiteneſs of your hands and teeth (which 
have juſtly gained you the envy of the moſt 


lite part of the male world, and the love of the 


greateſt beauties in the female ), are entirely to 
be aſcribed to your own perſonal genius and ap- 
plication. 

You are formed for theſe accompliſhments by 
a happy turn of nature, and have finiſhed your- 
ſelf in them by the utmoſt improvements of art. 
A man that is defective in either of theſe quali- 
fications (whatever may be the ſecret ambition 
of his heart) muſt never hope to make the figure 
you have done, among the faſhionable- part of 
his ſpecies. It is therefore no wonder we ſee 
ſuch multitudes of aſpiring young men fall ſhort 
of you in all theſe beauties of your character, 
notwithſtanding the ſtudy and practice of them 
is the whole buſineſs of their lives. But I need 
not tell you that the free and diſcngaged beha- 
viour of a fine gentleman makes as many auk- 
ward beaux, as the eafineſs of your favourite 
hath made infipid poets, 

At preſent you are content to aim all your 
charms at your own ſpouſe, without farther 


thought of miſchief to any others of the ſex. [ 


know you had formerly a very great contempt 
for that pedantic race of mortals who call them- 


ſelves Philoſophers; and yet, to your honour 


be it ſpoken, there is not a Sage of then all 
could 
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could have better acted up to their precepts in 
one of the moſt important points of life: 1 
mean, in that generous diſregard of popular 
opinion which you ſhewed ſome years ago, when 
you choſe for your wife an obſcure young wo- 
man, who doth not indeed pretend to an an- 
cient family, but has certainly as many forefa- 
thers as any lady in the land, if ſhe could but 
reckon up their names. 

I muſt own, I conceived very extraordinary 
hopes of you from the moment that you con- 
feſſed your age, and from eight-and-forty 
(where you had ſtuck ſo many years) very inge- 
niouſly ſtepped into your grand climacterick. 
Your deportment has fince been very venerable 
and becoming. It I am rightly informed, you 
make a regular appearance every quarter-ſeſ- 
fions among your brothers of the quorum; and, 
if things go on as they do, ſtand fair for being 
a colonel of the militia, I am told that your 
time paſſes away as agreeably in the amuſe- 


ments of a country life, as it ever did in the 


gallantries of the town ; and that you now take 
as much pleaſure in the planting of young trees, 
as you did formerly in the cutting down of your 
old ones. In ſhort, we hear from all hands 
that you are thoroughly reconciled to your 
dirty acres, and have not too much wit to look 
into your own eſtate. 
After having ſpoken thus much of my Pa- 
: tron, 
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tron, I muſt take the privilege of an Author in 
faying ſomething of myſelf. I ſhall therefore 
beg leave to add, that I have purpoſely omitted 
ſetting thoſe marks to the end of every paper, 
which appeared in my former volumes, that 
you may have an opportunity of ſhewing Mrs. 
Honeycomb the ſhrewdneſs of your conjectures, * 
by aſeribing every ſpeculation to its proper au- 
thor: though you know how often many pro- 
found Criticks in ſtyle and ſentiments have v 
judiciouſly erred in this particular, before they 
were let into the ſecret. I am, Sir, your moſt 
faithful, humble ſervant, Taz Sezcraros. 


CET EK COCCCALIIT, 
To Mr. WALPOLE f. 


Sin, [1515] 
HOEVER reads the following Apology 
will cafily allow me, that I am much- 
leſs 


* Prefixed to Steele's © Apology for himſelf and his Writ- 
« ings, 1715.” 

+ Robert Walpole, eſq. born Aug. 26, 1674, was choſen 
member for King's-Lynn in 1700 and continued to repreſent 
that corporation till created an Earl; excepring the interval of one 
ſeffion, when he was expelled the Houſe (Dec. 30, 1711), and 
ſent to the Tower. He was appointed of the council to Prince 
George, Lord High Admiral, in June, 1705 ; Secretary. at War, 
Feb. 12, 1707-8; ['reaſurer of the Navy, Jan. 13, 1709-10. 
On Dr. Sacheverell's impeachment, Mr. Walpole was one 
the managers. He was removed from his employments in Au- 


guſt 
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leſs concerned for the fame of a writer than that 
of an honeſt man. I have declared the affiſtances 
I had in compoſing the writings which are here 
defended ; for the upright purpoſe, the inno- 
cent intention of them, is all which I am 
anxious to aſſert. In defence of truth I in- 
curred popular hatred and contempt, with the 
proſpect of ſuffering the want even of the ordi- 
nary conveniencies of life, The probability of 


guſt 1710; and was not in any office during the reſt cf the 
Queen's reign. He was appointed Paymaſter of the Forces Sept. 
24, 1714; and ſworn of the Privy Council Oct. x; conſtituted 
Firſt Locd Commiſſioner of the Treaſury and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Oct. 10, 1715 ; and the ſame year was elected Chair. 
man of the Committee of Secrecy.” He refigned his high 
places April 10, 1217; but was appointed Paymaſter of the 


Forces June 4, 1720; and reſumed his offices in the Treaſury I 


April 4, 1721. He was one of the Lords Juſtices and ſole Se- 
cretary of State in 1723, during the abſence of the Lords Townf- 
end and Carteret, who went with the King to Hanover. He 
was elected a Knight of the Bath in 1725, and was again one of 
the Lords Juſtices; was elected a Knight of the Garter in 17:6, 
and inſtalled June 16. He was a third time one of the Lords 
Juſtices, in 1727. On the acceſſion of King George II. he was 
continued in all his high poſts; was choſen a Governor of the 
Charter houſe, and attended at the coronation as a Privy Coun- 
ſellor and Knight of the Garter. In the firſt ſeſſion of the Par- 
liament which met Dec. 4, 1741, finding a ſtrong party againſt 
him in the nation as well as in the parliament, he reſigned all his 
places, and was createu, Feb. 9, 1741-2, Baron Houghton, Vil- 
count Walpole, and Earl of Orford. He afterwards, the inquiry 
into his conduct being dropt, or rather ſuſpended, lived a very 
retired life, enjoying creſt from his labours, the ſweets of private 
friendſhip, and the eſteem and love of his Sovereign; but was 
much afflifted with the ſtone, which at length put a period to 
his life, March 18, 1745-6, in his 72d year. 


being 
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being undone I could not but form to myſelf 
When I took upon me what I did; but a weight 
heavier than all this fell upon me, to wit, a re- 
ſolution of the repreſentative of my country to 
my diſhonour. This indeed was a blow unex- 
pected; nor could it enter into my imagination, 
that the inſolence of any miniſter could run ſo 
high, as to demand of the Houſe of Commons 
to puniſh one of its members for being unac- 
ceptable to him. The peruſal of this pamphlet 
will convince the reader, there was not ſo much 
as the appearance of any other motive for my 
expulſion. The day of debate was indeed a 
very memorable one, and the perſons concerned 
in it hugely worth ſuſpending the councils of a 


nation. It was remarkable however, that ſuch 


was the force of truth, that the member accuſed 
bad not an harſh perſonal expreſſion uſed againſt 
him; and the miniſter, in the midſt of all his 
power, who brought on the accuſation, was 
treated in the manner which. all mankind knows 
he deſerves. As for my part, I ever thought 
meanly of the capacity, though not, till lately, 
of the good-nature of that demagogue, and ſaw 
very well his audaciouſneſs would one day ſuffer 

by his ignorance. It was viſible, whatever be- 
came of his country, which I believe had little 
ſhare in his Lordſhip's cares, he would, with the 
wand in his hand, raiſe powers which he would 
want ſkill to command, and which conie- 


quently would tear him himſelf in pieces. 
F f | But, 
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But, without dwelling upon the contempla. 
tion of miſchiefs wrought by a cunning wicked 
creature, placed in a ſtation proper only for a 
wiſe and virtuous man, I am now to give you 
my thanks for your generous defence of me in 
this great adverſity. Your behaviour was in- 
deed equally noble during the whole French ad. 
miniſtration, and your eloquence was of public 
ſervice to your country, when the Prerogative 
was ſtrained to the utmoſt, not to exalt our own 
Sovereign, but to compliment France with the 
greatneſs and intereſt of her, and her people, 
The intervention of Providence has given us a 
ſtand againſt the imminent deſtruction which 
ſuch iniquity and folly had placed before our 
eyes, and men in great employments can now 
be ſafe without depending upon France, 

L have mentioned Dunkirk till I am ſick; and 
there are not words to repreſent the infamous 
behaviour in a Miniſtry, to cover ſo great and 
pernicious an impoſture upon their country, as 
the improvement of that port under the pre- 
tence of the demolition of it. 

Lou have the honour and happineſs to have 
eminently oppoſed all the incurſions which theſe 
guilty men made upon the greatneſs of the 
Crown, and the welfare of the ſubject, by proſti- 
tuting them both to their own ſelfiſh defigns, 
and deſtroying, as far as in them lay, the good 
name of all men of virtue and fervice, 

They 
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0? They have indeed reaped this good, that 
there can be nothing ſaid of themſelves, the 
worſt ſervants that ever Sovereignemployed, but 
what they had cauſed 'to be laid to the charge 
of thoſe, who were their predeceſſors; perſons 
whoſe abilities had raiſed their country to ſuch 
a grandeur, that nothing but the unnatural in- 
duſtry of her own miniſters could lower, to the 


helpleſs condition to which they had reduced it. 


Theſe evils could not have been ſupported, 
had not the demagogues, by the abuſe of power, 
deafened many in the Legiſlature againſt atten- 
tion to the true intereſt of themſelves and their 
country; while an inconſiderable creature, who 
had the good-will of no man, could manage 
averſions ſkilfully enough, to be ſuffered to de- 
ſtroy all, for fear of an alteration of affairs that 
might be grateful to an oppoſite party. . 

Were the following inſtance of the harſh and 
odious diſpoſition in gentlemen to fit deter- 


mined, before hearing, the concern only of me 


and mine, it would not be worth troubling the 
world with ſo many words on the occaſion ; but 
neither what I now write, nor what you much 
better ſpoke, is a caſe of ſo little conſequence ; 
and when you undertook it, you knew you were 
pleading for the rights and liberties of the Com- 
mons of England ; and I will take upon me to 
ſay, that there never was a greater inſult on the 
conſtitution than this, except one practiſed by 

F f 2 the 
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the ſame perſon, without the deaſt deference to 
the order of things, the common ſenſe of man- 
kind, the honoup bs 33 rat Ar 
' of the ſubject. 
It needs not be aid n this greater i impu- 
dence was, nor who had ſo little grace as to be 
guilty of it: it was he who was born in our 
days for the chaſtiſement and diſnonour of them, 
a tool whoſe infignificancy makes ſorrow, occa- 
fioned by him, the ſubject of laughter, takes all 
dignity from aiftrefs, and: roger ge pag was ri- 
diculous. 

As to my own part GE the fantbtical ty- 

ranny of the demagogue $ adminiſtration, could 
what you ſaid in the Houſe be cokifitiiocicdted to 
the publick, I ſhould have no need of this de- 
fence ; but fince I have not here the aſſiſtance of 
your eloquence, I beg the advantage of your 
name and character: for J know it will be an 
argument with every honeſt man that my cauſe 
* was good, that you ſo zealouſly eſpouſed it; for 
that admirable talent of ſpeaking, of which you 
are maſter, has never been proſtituted to ſerve 
diſhoneſt purpoſes ; and you have too candid a 
ſpirit, not to eſt&m it a praiſe, rather than diſ- 
paragement of your eloquence, that the cauſe 
for which you have at any time pleaded needed 
no art but from the iniquity of its oppofers. 

; The happy ability of explaining the moſt dif- 
ficult parts of buſineſs to men wholly unac- 

quainted 
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quainted with negociation, has been as uſeful to 
the publick as honourable to yourſelf, - As you 
have detected the artful, fo you have helped the 
ignorant of your very adverſaries; according to 
their intention to abuſe or ſerve their country. 
lt has been faid, that the greateſt art is to 
hide art; but you have a much better inſtru- 
ment towards perſuaſion, the having nothing to 
conceal; for truth is as certainly the greateſt 
eloquence, as honeſty is the beſt policy. Let 
thoſe! who ſpeak or act againſt their conſcience, 
obtain their little purpoſes and applauſes; be it 
ever your commendation, to deſpiſe artifice, and 
practiſe uprightneſs. A long courſe of ſuffering 
for your zeal in an honeſt cauſe, has gained you 
the character of an open honeſt Engliſh gentle- 
man, with a capacity which takes off the im- 


putation of weakneſs from fimplicity of manners, 


and adds the dignity of knowledge to the beauty 
of innocence. 

As I never entered into political debates with 
ambitious views, but have brought my deſires 
within the neceſſaries and decent conveniencies 
of life, I am the more jealouſly tenacious of the 
little I expect of the world; which is, only to 
accept of my ſervice to the beſt of my ability, 
without loading me with unjuſt reproach. In 
this reaſonable expectation Mr. Walpole gene- 
rouſly lent me his protection; and though he 


could not perſuade my Judges to do me juſtice, 
| Fi; he 
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he convinced them Ideſerved a different ſen. 
tence from what they pronounced. But, alas! 
they had learned, by long practice, to do ſhame. 
ful things without being aſhamed ; and though 
your arguments could command- their affent, it 
could not make them utter it in my favour, 
You' ſent them away, I thank you, with the 
ſame thoughts of themſelves which you had of 
them; and whatever force and oppreſſion deter. 
mined, in the eye of reaſon and conſcience the 
; judges were convict, and the accuſed man found 
innocent. 

- I humbly thank you for your eminent part in 
this affair, and congratulate' you on receiving 
the fayour of your Prince * for your ſervice to 
your country. 

As doing good to the publick is the motive of 
conferring favours, it is, with fuch as you, the 
rule in enjoying them. I wiſh you the poſſeſ. 
fion of all your frank heart deſires; and am, 
with great reſpec, Sit, your moſt obliged, mot 
obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 

9: R1CHARD STEELF. 


Mr. Walpole was at that time Paymaſter of the Forces, aud 
2 Privy Counſellor. See p. 432. 
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ADDRESS To THE. XING“. 


To the KING's Moſt Excellent Majzsry. 


The humble Addreſs of the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Clare, Lord Lieutenant, and: the 

Deputy Lieutenants of the County of Middle- 
ſex, and City and Liberty of Weſtminſter. 


E your Majeſty's moft dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the Lord Lieutenant and De- 
puty Lieutenants of the county of Middleſex, 
and city and liberty of Weſtminſter, beg leave, 
upon our firſt public meeting, to congratulate 
your Majeſty upon your ſafe and peaceable ac- 
ceſſion to your, undoubted right. We receive 
the invaluable bleffing with all the proper ſenti- 
ments of undiſſembled joy, affection, and zeal. 


* « April 7, 1715, the Deputy Lieutenants for the county of 
Middleſex, and city and liberty of Weſtminſter, gave a moſt 
magnificent and ſplendid entertainment to the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Clare, their Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Viſconnr 
Townſhend, General Stanhope, the Earl of Lincoln, and ſeveral 
other perſons of diſtinction. At this meeting the Lord Lieute- 
nant and Deputy Lieutenants agreed upon an addreſs drawn up 
by Richard Steele, Eſquire, one of their body; which, the next 
day, the Earl of Clare, at the head of his Deputy Lieutenants, 
being introduced by the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, preſented 
to his Majeſty, His Majeſty, as a mark of his ſpecial favour, 
was pleaſed, on this occaſion, to beftow the honour of knight- 


hood on three of the deputy lieutenants, viz, Robert Thornhill, 


Richard Steele, and George Cooke, Eſquires. Political State, 
vol. IX. p. 273. 
Ff 4 Our 
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Our joy is the joy of men whoſe paſt fears 
heighten their preſent ſatisfaction: fears which 
have no other proof that they were imaginary, 
but that Providence hath been much more mer. 
ciful to us than we could in reaſon expect. 

The liberty apd-happineſs of mankind was the 
glorious cauſe; and the glorious end, of that Re. 
volution which tranſmitted to us our preſent ſe. 
curity: a tranſaction which, fince your Ma- 
jeſty's acceſſion. to the crown, ſhines with re. 
doubled luſtre, and bears upon it ſuch chatac- 
ters of glory as they, who have not hitherto been 
able or willing to ſee, cannot eſcape enjoy ing in 
its influences upon the public welfare. 

This happineſs appears confirmed to us when 
we behold a Britiſh parliament once more anxi- 
ous for the Britiſh honour, equally diſpoſed to 
enquire into the behaviour of thoſe who dimi- 
niſhed it, and to reſcue the injured reputation of 
the illuſtrious men by whoſe councils and ac- 
tions it was once raiſed to the higheſt pitch of 
greatneſs. 

From theſe concurring circumſtances we aſ-· 
ſure qurſelyes, that the time is now come, where. 
in integrity and uprightneſs ſhall no longer be 
diſtinguiſhed from true policy; wherein cunning 
mall no longer paſs for wiſdom, nor deceitful- 
neſs for prudence ; but the meaſures of a wiſe, 
juſt, beneficent, and ſteady adminiſtration, ſhall 
eſtabliſh the proſperity of theſe realms, by a 

{trick 
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ſtrict, Alliance with. thoſe, powers, the abandon- 
ing of whom has ſo maniteſtly, appeared. Fara) to 
them and ourſelves. 

On this occaſion permit us further to congra- 
tulate your Majeſty, in that we cannot but daily 
obſerve numbers of ydur Majeſty's ſubjects act 
according to their real ſentiments, and to extri- 
cate themſelves from the ill impreſſions under 
which they were miſled by artful men, to make 
choice of ſuch as favoured defigns deſtructive of 
the liberties of that very conſtitution which they 
were elected to preſerve and defend. 

As for us, whom your Majeſty has entruſted 
with the militia of this county, we ſolemnly pro- 
miſe, that we will faithfully execute the truſt 
repoſed in us; that we will be ſo far from en- 
couraging or conniving at any of thoſe riots and 
diſorders which your Majeſty has juſtly com- 
plained of, as the reproach of ſome late years, 
that no endeavours, on our part, ſhall be want- 
ing, to prevent and ſuppreſs the leaſt tendency to 
any commotion. 

We flatter ourſelves that our lateſt poſterity 


| ſhall enjoy thoſe bleſſings we now do in your 


Majeſty's reign, from the eminent yirtues of the 
Prince of Wales, and, the pleaſing proſpect at 
his numerous iſſue: which that they may do, 
are the fincere prayers of your Majeity's moſt 


[ lo 


dutiful and loyal ſubjects. 
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[To which his Msjeſty was pleaſed to return 


the following moſt gracious anſwer':] 


« I] thank you for your very loyal and duti. 
cc © . 


LETTER CeccxLIV . 
To the Earl of CLARET. 


My Lox, 17151. 

HE following papers were written to con- 
1 front daring and wicked men in the pro- 
ſecution of purpoſes deſtructive to their country. 
The honeſt intention of them was what firſt re- 
commended me to your Lordſhip's friendſhip, 


and I hope ay will forgive me that I cannot 


* Prefixed to Renton « Politica Writings, 1715.“ 

+ Thomas Lord Pelham, the adopted heir to his uncle John, 
Duke of Newcaſtle, was born Aug. r, 1693; became Baron 
Pelham, Feb. 23, 1711-12 ; was created Earl of Clare, and 
Viſcount Houghton, Oct. 26, 1714; made Cuſtos Rotulorum of 
the county of Middleſex, Nov. 10, and of Weſtminſter, Dec, 
28, 1714; and the ſame year Steward of Sherwood Foreſt ; cre- 
ated Marquis and Duke of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Avg. 2,1715; 
elected a Knight of the Garter, July 22, 1718. On reſigning 
the poſt of Lord Chamberlain, April 2, 1724, he was appointed 
Secretary of State; choſen Recorder of Nottingham in April, 
1726; High Steward of Cambridge in July, 1737; Chancelloc 
of that univerſity, 1749 ; Firſt Lord of the "Treaſury, on the 
death of his brother, 1754, a poſt which he held with a ſmall 
interval until the year 1762, when he r.figned it; was created 
Duke of Newcaſtle under Line, Nov. 13, 1756 ; appointed Lord 
Privy Seal, July 15, 1765, but continued ſo only about one 
year. He died Nov. 17, 1768. 
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conceal a circumſtance ſo advantageous to the 
fame of them as that of your Lordſhip's appro- 


bation. © 2 


The painful ſtruggle under ſo great a difh- 
culty, as explaining with a miniſtry in open 
contradiction to their proceedings, is what can 
be ſupported by nothing leſs than the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, and an heart pure from a 
vicious ambition. And theſe are ſuch ſupports 
as will keep a man from languiſhing in diſcon- 
tent, ſhould he, amidſt the proſperities of the 
cauſe he has endeavoured to ſerve, live to find 
zeal for the publick, of all human virtues, the 
moſt expoſed to the cool comfort of being its 
own reward; and that which was undertaken 
againſt the inclinations to mirth and pleaſure, 
out of a ſenſe of duty and honour, to have little 
other effect than to become a man's characteriſ- 
tick, and by that means to give a turbulent air 
to all his other pretenſions, and even to ſink the 
agreeableneſs of the friend and companion, by 
the appearance of ſomewhat ſuppoſed to be de- 
manding in the patriot. 

But why do I mention theſe things here ? 
All the world is witneſs, that it hath been your 
Lordſhip's early inclination to find out and en- 
courage the lovers of your country, to comfort 
them under the negle& of their friends, and 
ſupport them againſt the reſentment of their 
Enemies, 
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Your Lordſhip is produced by Providence, in 
moat and flowing fortune, to make a ſtand 
for honeſty, and to preſerve the names of virtue 
and honour from oblivion, : Whoever has ex- 
erted himſelf for the publick, has at your houſe 
a friend and a benefactor : diſtinctions are there 
made by the rule of reaſon and juſtice; a young 
and noble heart, generouſly diſpoſed by Nature, 
and fortified by letters, can determine, in ſpite 
of prevailing faſhion to the contrary, that good 
and evil are really diſtinct conſiderations, and 
that to diſtinguiſh virtuous men is the beſt 
knowledge of the world.“ 

I could give a thouſand inſtances of your 
Lordſhip's great humanity this way, and of 
your having attained in your firſt years to be 
& the terror of ill, and the refuge of good men.“ 
What can fondneſs itſelf wiſh more for a man, 
than to have wealth, and the beſt ſenſe: in the 
uſe of it; than to be elegantly delightful, art- 
leſsly eloquent, diſcreetly fincere, and judici- 

ouſly bountiful?. Your Lordſhip will be tranſ- 
| mitted to futurity by the profeſſors of thoſe li- 
beral arts you protect and encourage. The pre- 
ſent I now: make you can give me no opportu- 
nity to endeavour that way. But, as theſe oc- 
cafional writings are arguments againſt the in- 


curſions made upon our liberty, and written 


even when thoſe innovations were firſt attempt- 
ed; I humbly defire your Lordſhiy's protection 
i to 
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to tem and theit author, who is, with the ut- 


moſt antegrity, my Lord, your Lordſhip mbſt 
obliged, moſt * moſt Kumble ſer. 
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8 ſoon as I Aoajtic of making the Lover 
a preſent to one of my friends, I reſolved, 

without farther diſtrafting my choice, to ſend it 
TO THE BEST-NATURED MAN. You are ſo uni- 
verſally known for this character, that an epiſtle 
ſo directed would find its way to you without 
your name, and I believe nobody but you your- 
ſelf -would deliver ſuch a ſuperſeription to any 


other perſon. 


by Prefixed to an edition of The Lover and Reader,” in 
12mo, 1715. 

+ Dr. Samuel Garth, het celebrated author of * The Diſpen- 
„ ſary.! The firſt edition of this admirable poem came out in 
1694; and went through three impreſſions in a few months. 
This extraordinary encouragement put him upen making ſeve- 
ral improvements in it; and in 1706 he publiſhed a fourth edi- 
tion, with ſeveral additions. Major Pack obſerves, that The 
« Diſpenſary had loſt and gained in every edition; almoſt every 
« thing that Sir Samuel left out being a robbery from the pub- 
« lick, whilſt every thing that he added was an embelliſhment 
*« to his poem.“ On the acceſhon of King George I. he had 
the honour of being knighted with the Duke of Mar!borough's 


ſword, He died Jan. 18, 1718-19. 
"9 | This 


s TEET EOS LETTERS 
This propenſity is the neareſt a kin to love; 


and good. nature 1 is the worthieſt affection of the 
mind, as love is the nobleſt paſſion of it: while 
the latter. is wholly-employed in endeavouring to 
make happy one fingle object, the other diffuſes 
its benevolence to all che world. 

As this is your natural bent, L eannot but con- 
gratulate to you the fingular felicity that your 
profeſſion is ſo agreeable to your temper. For 
what condition is more defirable than a conftant 
impulſe to relieve the diſtreſſed, and a capacity 


to adminiſter that relief? When the ſick man 
hangs his eye on that of his phyſician, how 
pleaſing muſt it be to ſpeak comfort to his an- 


guiſh, to raiſe in him the firſt-motions of hope, 


to lead him into a perſuaſion that he ſhall return 
to the company of his friends, the care of his 


family, and all the bleſſings of being? 
The manner in which you practiſe this hea- 
venly faculty of aiding human life, is according 


to the liberality of ſcience, and demonſtrates that 


your heart is more ſet upon doing good than 
growing rich. 

The pitiful artifices which empiricks are 
guilty of to drain caſh out of valetudinarians, are 
the abhorrence of your gengrous mind; and it is 
as common with GRT to ſupply indigent pa- 


- tients with money for food, as to receive it from 


wealthy ones for phyfick. How much more 
amiable, Sir, would the generoſity which is al- 
ready 
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ready applauded by all that know you, appear 
to thoſe whoſe gratitude you every day refuſe, 
if they knew that you reſiſt their preſents leſt, 
you ſhould ſupply thoſe whoſe wants you know, 
by taking from thoſe with whoſe neceſſities you 
are unacquainted ? _ 

The families you frequent receive you as theit 
friend and well-wiſher, whoſe concern, in their 
behalf, is as great as that of thoſe who are re- 
lated to them by the ties of blood and the ſanc- 
tions of affinity. This tenderneſs interrupts the 
ſatisfactions of converſation, to which you are 
ſo happily turned; but we forgive you that our 
mirth is often inſipid to you, while you ſit ab- 
ſent to what paſſes amongſt us from your care of 
ſuch as languiſh in fickneſs. We are ſenſible 
their diſtreſſes, inſtead of being removed by 
company, return more ſtrongly to your imagi- 
nation by compariſon of their condition to the 
jollities of health. 

But I forget Lam writing a dedication ; and 
in an addreſs of this Kind, it is more uſual to 
celebrate mens great talents, than thoſe virtues 
to which ſuch talents ought to be ſubſervient ; 
yer where the bent of a man's ſpirit 1s taken up 
in the application of his whole force to ſerve the 
world in his profeſſion, it would be frivolous 
not to entertain him rather with thanks for what 
he is, than applauſes for what he is capable of 
being. Beſides, Sir, there is no room for ſay- 


ing 
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aha a great pet ; all that can be fpoken that is 
worthy an ingenuous ſpirit, in the celebration 
of ſuch faculties, has been ibcömparably ſaid 
by yourſelf to others, or by others to you : you 
have never bcen excelled: in this' kind but by 
thoſe who have written in praiſe of you : I will 
not pretend to be your rival even with ſuch an 
advantage over you; but, aſſuring you, in Mr, 
Codrington s words , that I do not know whe- 
ther 'my love or amt ticc is greater, I remain, 

Sir, your 'moſt faithful friend, and moſt obliged, 
humble ſervant, RicnarD STEELE. 


ms roars CCCCXLVI. 


Ox1GaxAL PREFACE + fo © The Drummer,” 1715. 


| © kg recommended this Play to the 
town, and delivered the copy of it to the 
bookſeller, I think myſelf obliged to give ſome 
account of it. 

It had been ſome years in the hands of the 
author; and, falling under my peruſal, I thought 
ſo well of, it, that | perſuaded him to make ſome 
additions and alterations to it, and let it appear 


* „Thou haſt no faults, or I no faults can ſpy : 
* Thor art all beauty, or all blindueſs I.“ 


CoDKINGTON to Dr. Garth, before The Diſpenſary. 


+ See hereafter, No CCCCLYV, 
upon 


ip #vy thing to you, as you are a man of wit, 
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upon the ſtage. I own I was very highly pleaſed 
with it, and liked it the better for the want of 
thoſe ſtudied fimilies and repartees which we, 
who have writ before him, have thrown into 
our plays, to indulge and gain upon a falſe taſte 
that has prevailed for many years in the Bri- 
tiſh theatre. I believe the author would have 
condeſcended to fall into this way a little more 
than he has, had he, before the writing of it, 
been often preſent at theatrical repreſentations. 
I was confirmed in my thoughts of the play, by 
the opinion of better judges to whom it was 
communicated, who obſerved, that the ſcenes 
were drawa after Moliere's manner, and that an 
eaſy and natural vein of humour ran through 
the whole, 

I do not queſtion but the reader will diſcover 
this, and ſee many beauties that eſcaped the au- 
dience ; the touches being too delicate for every 
taſte in a popular affembly. My brother-ſharers 
were of opinion, at the firſt reading of it, that 
it was like a picture in which the ſtrokes were 
not ſtrong enough to appear at a diſtance. As 
it is not in the common way of writing, the ap- 
probation was at firſt doubtful, but has riſen 
every time it has been acted, and has given an 
opportunity in ſeveral of its parts for as juſt and 
good action as ever I ſaw on the ſtage. 

The reader will confider that I ſpeak here, 
not as the auther, but as the patentee, Which 
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is, perhaps, the reaſon why I am not diffuſe in 
the praiſes of the Play, left I ſhould ſeem like a 
man who cries up his own,wares only to draw 
in cuſtomers. - R1CHARD STEELE, 


| q ' " 
LETTER CCCCXLVIL 
To Mr. Huch. 


DAR Six, St. James's-ſtreet, Jan. 8, 1715-16 #*, 
PAPER, called © The Town-talk +,” is 
' particularly deſigned to be helpful to the 
ſtage. If you have not ſent the maſk }, which 
is to come out on Thurſday, to preſs, if you 
pleaſe to ſend me the copy, it ſhall be recom- 
mended to the town, and publiſhed on Thurſ- 
day night with that paper. Your affectionate, 
friend, and moſt humble ſervant, 

 _ R1CHARD STEELE. 


CCCCXLVIII. 
PxEFACE to © The Engliſhman,” vol. IT. 


HE former volume of The Engliſhman was 
written with a direct intention to deſtroy 


x Steele was at this time member for Boroughbridge in York- 
ſhire. D. 
+ Neither this, nor © The Theatre,” nor“ The Spinſter,” 
(all by the ſame hand), have been collected into volumes. D. 
+} © Apollo and Daphne,” a maſque by Mr. Hughes, ſet to mu- 
fic by Dr. Pepuſch. See it in his“ Poems,“ vol. II. p. 167. D. 
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the credit, and fruſtrate the defigns, of wicked 
men, at that time in power. 

” To infinuate that there are evil purpoſes in 
the miniſters of one's country, is, in itſelf, a ſe- 
ditious and unwarrantable practice; but the ap- 
parent tendency of the proceedings in the late 
times juſtified the diſreſpect with which the offi- 
cers of the ſtate were then treated. | 

That volume alarmed mankind againſt their 
defigns ; and this lays together facts which muſt 
convince all the world of the methods they had 
taken to accompliſh them. 

It is incumbent upon one, who had treated 
them ſo frankly when they were only ſuſpected, 
to make good what he ſeemed to accuſe them 
of, now their actions are brought to light. 

There needs no apology for the liberty taken 
with their characters upon ſo good a foundation 
as the Report of a Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons. 

It is no matter to the author of The Engli/h- 
men, whether they are. ever puniſhed for what 
they have done, according to their deſerts. He 
has done all he could to make them live in in- 
famy, and, after that, he cares not how long 
they live. 

But our Author's behaviour upon ſome late 
circumſtances has been thought inconſiſtent with 
this ſpirit; and it has appeared unaccountable, 
that he who was thus violent againſt the parri- 
G g 2 cides, 
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cides, diſcovered, in a certain place, inclination 
to lenity towards the rebels *. 

For very many reaſons that -matter is not to 
be reſumed here ; but, granting that he had de- 
clared for merey; it might poſſibly be, that his 


| heart failed againſt ſubmiſhve criminals, though 


he has appeared determinate againſt triumphant 
wickedneſs, It ordinarily happens that the ſame 
men who make an attack very bravely upon 
troops in good order, do leaft execution upon 
them when they are put to flight, or aſk quarter. 
But I never heard it ſaid, that they were the leſs 
zealous for the cauſe, or that they were held de- 
ſerters from the ſervice, becauſe they have been 
over-run, in purſuing a defeat, by their friends, 
who were in the rear at the onſet. 


„ STEILE Was wont to expreſs himſelf with ſmartneſs againſt 
the errots of men, without bitterneſs towards their perſons. Mr. 
Whiſton, a zealous Chriſtian ſi generis, in his Memoirs,” 
2d edit. 1753, 2 vols. p. 257, & ſeq. with little judgement, and 
leſs gratitude, reproaches STEELE, who was one of his moſt ac- 
tive benefaQors, with mrowfYfency, for writing in © The Theatre” 
againſt the South Sea ſcheme, when it portended the miſchiefs of 
which it was pregnant, and ſpeaking in the Houſe of Commons 
im recommendation of lenity to the DireSors, after the miſchiefs 
were produced; as if, forſooth, there was any incongruity be- 
tween expreſſing deteſtation at a crime, and exerciſing humanity 
to a criminal. See TATLik, with Notes, vol. VI. Ne 251, p. 
286, &c. It ſeems, Sir Richard was in like manner reproached 
for adviſing lenity to the rebels of 1716, after the rebellion was 
entirely ſuppreſſed; though, ill pleaſed with the tameneſs of Ab- 
DI8oON's © Freeholder,” he is reported to have ſaid, that © Go- 
% yerntneht had made choice of a ut oh an occaſion when they 


is ought to haye made uſe of a frumpet. 3 
LETTER 


> 
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LETTER CCCCXLIX. 


From the EprTor of A Lady's Travels * into 
Spain,“ 1716, to Sir Kis STEELE. 


| SIR, » [1726. ] 
HE reputation you have obtained in the 
world for learning, wit, good ſenſe, and a 
general knowledge of mankind, very much ex- 
es you to addreſſes of this nature. 
I ſhould hardly preſume to preſs in with this 
little work, amongſt the many who ſeek to ſha- 
dow their labours under your patronage, but that 
I think the ingenious productions of the fair ſex 
have a particular claim to it, You ſhew, in ſe- 
yeral of your writings, a ſpecial regard to the 
improvement of that ſex in the politer part of 
knowledge, by endeavouring to reſcue them 
from the prejudices of a narrow education, and 
to enlarge their notions of things. The example 
this lady affords them of wit, judgement, and 
capacity, may excite the emulation of ſome, and 
concur with your motives to anſwer that end, 
This reaſon, together with the aſſurances I have 
of your readineſs to encourage ſuch works as 
have a tendency to inform the judgements, or 
improve any of the virtues of mankind, makes 


* This entertaining little work, written originally by Madam 
Daunois, paſſed through many editions before this Dedication 
was prefixed to it, and has alſo been fince then frequently re- 
printed. It was one of the firſt books that gave any true account 
of Spain. 
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me flatter myſelf you will give ſhelter;to a new 
edition of this. I need not ſay much as to the 
Judicious performance of it; you will eafily per- 
ceive the obſervations the has made upon the 
humours of the Spaniard to be very juſt ; the 
dreſs ſhe has put them in, elegant and neat ; and 
her expreſſion familiar, eaſy, and clear. 
The former impreſſions of this book have 
been very well received in the world; and! 
doubt not but this will meet with a better re- 
ception than any yet have done, by coming into 
it under your protection. Whatever you eſpouſe 
comes ſufficiently recommended, and, with 
thoſe that know you, will be taken for a con- 
vincing argument of its own merit. I cannot 
perſuade myſelf ſilently to paſs over one motive 
which ſwayed very much with me to make you 
this addreſs; and that is, a deſire I have long 
entertained for an opportunity to declare the 
veneration and eſteem I have for you as a gentle. 
man, a ſcholar, and a patriot, The two firſt 
characters you enjoy undiſturbed ; and, to make 
good the laſt, you have the applanſes of all true 
Britons, for the vigorous efforts you made 
againſt the late attacks upon the liberties of 
your country, by expoſing the falſe reaſoning 
of thoſe men, who would have deluded us into 
a fatal ſecurity, till Popery and tyranny had 
come down upon us like a mighty torrent, and 
overwhelmed us. I.am, Sir, your moſt obedi- 


ent, humble ſervant, 
: LETTER 


* — 
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From Mrs. MaxLEV + to Sir RicHARD STEELE. 
» 4 « . | 4 


HEN men caſt their eyes upon epiſtles 
A of this kind, from the name of the per- 
40 r 2 on” 


Preſixed to Lucius, a Tragedy, 1717 ;” being the dedica- 
I UB tion already referred to in p. 275. | 
* + Daughter of Sir Robert Manley, a zealous Royaliſt, Early 
in life ſhe was cheated into marriage with a near relation, of her 
oon name, who had at the ſame time a former wife living. De- 
eB ferted by her huſband, ſhe was patroniſed by the Ducheſs of Cleve- 
land, who growing tired of Mrs. Manley in fix months, diſcharged 
her, on pretence that ſhe intrigued with her ſon. Retiring into 

* B folitude, the wrote her firſt Tragedy, “ The Royal Miſchief.” 
t This play being ated in 1696, with great ſucceſs, ſhe received 
ſuch unbounded incenſe from admirers, that her apartment was 
crowded with men of wit and gaiety, which, in the end, proved 
fatal to her virtue. In the ſame year ſhe alſo publiſhed © The 
« loſt Loyer, or, jealous Huſband,” a Comedy. In her retired 
hours ſhe wrote The Atalantis;“ for which, ſhe having made 
free in it with ſeveral characters, her printer was apprehended, 
by a warrant from the Secretary's office. Mrs. Manley, unwil- 
ling an innocent perſon. ſhould ſuffer, preſented herſelf before the 
Court of King's Bench as the author. Lord Sunderland, then 
Secretary of State, being curious to know from whom ſhe got in- 
formation of ſeveral particulars which were ſuppoſed above her 
own intelligence, ſhe replied, with great humility, “ that ſhe 
« had no deſign in writing further than her own amuſement and 
« diverſion in the country, without intending particular reflec- 
tions and characters; and did aſſure them, that nobody was 
« concerned with her.“ When this was not believed, and the 
contrary urged againſt her by ſeveral circumſtances, ſhe ſaid, 
« then it muſt be by inſpiration ; becauſe, knowing her own in- 
| « nocence, ſhe could account for it no other way.” Whether 
thoſe in power were aſhamed to bring a woman to trial for a few 
amorous trifles, or whether (her characters being under feigned 
Gg4 names) 
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ſon who makes the addreſs, and of him who re- 


ceives it, * r have reaſon to expect ap- 
plauſes 


names) the laws did not actually reach hor, the was diſcharged 
after ſeveral public examinations, On the change of the Mi- 
2 me lived in reputation and gaiety, and amuſed herſelf in 
Poem and Letters,” and conyerfing with' the Wigs. © A 

edition of a volume of her Letters was publiſhed i in 1913, 
Mae a well-received Tragedy, was written by her, and 
acted in 1717. It was dedicated, as above, to Sir R. Steele, who was 
then on ſuch friendly terms with her, that he wrote the prologue 
to this play, as Mr. Prior did the epilogue. She died July 11, 
1724.— The welfare of ſociety being not at all affected by the 
miſdeeds of thoſe who have acquired any degree of eminence 
being known; on the contrary, when it is ſeen that, in ſpite of 
conſiderable talents, poverty and contempt (as in the preſent in- 
tance) generally accompany any deviations from the rule of 
right, it will tend to promote the practice of virtue, and be at- 
tpnded with conſequences beneficial to the community; the fol- 
lowing well-autheaticated anecdote of Mrs. Manley is here pre- 
ſerved: In 2705 ſhe was concerned with one Mrs. Mary Thomp- 
ſon, a young woman who had been kept by a gentleman of the 
name of Pheaſant, of Upwood, in Huntingdonſhire, and then 
deceaſed, in proſecuting a ſuit in Doctors Commons, on the part 
of Mrs. Thompſon, as the widow of Mr. Pheaſant; the obje& 
of therſuir being to eſtabliſh her right of dower out of Mr. Phea- 
ſant's eſtates, which were about 15001. a year. It appears, on 
the evidence, which is recorded in Doctors Commons, that Mrs. 
Manley and Mrs. Thompſon were jointly concerned in the pro- 
' Neution, and that ſhe was to have had 100l. per annum for life, 
if it had ſucceeded. They had procured one Edmund Smith, a 
very infamous fellow, and then a priſoner in the Fleet, to forge 
a marriage entry in the regiſter at a church in Alderſgate Street, 
which was ſupported by Smith's ſwearing himfelf to have pro- 
cured the parſon who performed the ceremony ; and that he and 
a Mr. Abſon were preſent at the wedding. The parſon fixed on 
was one Dr. Cleaver, who appears, from the evidence, to have 
been a low and ſcandalous prieſt, and, it is believed, the man 
who married at the Fleet, Cleaver and Abſon were both dead 


when 
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lauſes i * either to be given or accepted 
35 the parties concerned. I fear it will, at bel 
fight, 1 much more ſo in this addreſs chan any 
— — which has at any time appeared; hut while 
common dedications are ſtuffed with painful pa» 
negyricks, the plain and honeſt bufineſs of this 
is, only to do an act of juſtice, and to end a 
former miſunderſtanding hetween the Author, 
and him whom ſhe here makes her patron, In 
conſideration that one knows not how far whet 
we have ſaid of each other may affect aur. cha- 


racters in the world, I take it for an act of ho- 


when Smith was examined, The cauſe was ſupported by fome 
weak. collateral, evidence, and was overthrown by the 4 
evidence to the wickedneſs of Smith's character, and by proof 
that che entry, which Smith ſwore to have been entered 175 "Mr. 

PheafGnt himſelf, was not Mr. Pheaſant's hand-writing ; who 
lived with Mrs. Thompſon as his miſtreſs, and not as his wife. 
Upon the whole, Mrs. Manley's conduct in this affair ſhews her 
to have been a baſe and wicked woman, capable of fuborning 

perjury and forgery for gain. It is to be noted, that this was in 
the year 1705. In the latter part of Queen Anne's reign the 


was in high favour with the Tories, as a party-writer, and was 


noticed by Dr. Swift, whom ſhe aſſiſted in the Examiner. Whe- 
ther he knew her real character is perhaps uncertain. She paſſed 
the remainder of her life with Swift's very good frjend, John 


Barber, alderman and printer, as his miſtreſs. She muſt have 


been fartunate if her baſeneſs was not known ; if it was, Dr. 
Swift's friends at leaſt are not much credited by their connexions 
with her. It is not likely that Mrs. Manley's conduct was a ſe- 
cret, as ſhe was known as à writer before 1705; and Smith, in 
His evidence, ſwears, that he firſt heard of the cauſe being inſti- 
tuted at a coffee-boyſe accidentally, where Mrs. Pheaſant's caule 
was talked of, and Mr, Peere Williams, then an eminent coun- 
ſel, was examined as a witneſs, ſo that the matter was certainly 
of public notoriety, 

nour 
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nour to declare, on my part, that 1 have not 
known a greater mortification than when I have 
reflected upon the ſeverities which have flowed 
from a pen, which is now, you ſee, diſpoſed as 
much to celebrate and commend you. On your 
part, your fincerc endeavour to promote the-re- 
putation and ſucceſs of this Tragedy, are infal- 
lible teſtimonies of the candour and friendſhip 
you retain for me. T rejoice in this public re- 
tribution, and with pleaſure acknowledge, that 
I find by experience, that ſome uſeful notices 
Which I had the good fortune to give you for 
your conduct in former life, with ſome hazard 
to myſelf, were not to be blotted out of your 
memory by any hardſhips. that followed them. 

I know you ſo well, that I am aſſured you al- 
ready think I have, on this ſubject, ſaid too 
much; and I am confident you believe of me, 
that, did I not conceal much more, I ſhould not 
fay ſo much. Be then the very memory of diſ- 
agreeable. things forgotten for ever, and give 


me leave to thank you for your kindneſs to this 
Play, and, in return, to ſhew towards your me- 


rit the ſame good-will. But when my heart is 
full, and my pen ready to expreſs the kindeſt 
ſentiments to your advantage, I reflect upon what 
I have formerly heard you ſay, that the fame of 
a gentleman, like the credit of a merchant, muſt 
flow from his own intrinfic value ; and that all 
means to enlarge it, which do not ariſe naturally 

from 
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from that real worth, inſtead of promoting the 
ebaracter of either, did but leſſen, and render it 

ſuſpicions. I leave you, therefore, to the great 
opportunities, which are daily in your power, of 
beſtowing on yourſelf what nobody elſe can give 
you; and, wiſhing you health and proſperity, I 
omit to dwell upon ſome very late actions of 
yours in public, which unhappy prejudices made 
as little expected from you, as the zeal and ſoli- 
citude which 'you ſhewed for my private inte- 
reſts in the ſueceſs of this Play. I ſhall ſay no 
more, truſting to the gallantry of your temper, 
for further proofs of friendſhip; and allowing 
you, like a true woman, all the good qualities 
in the world now I am pleaſed with you, as well 
as I gave you all the ill ones when I was angry 
with you. I remain with the greateſt truth, Sir, 
your moſt humble, moſt faithful, and moſt 
obliged ſervant, DE La Rivien MaNLEY. 


LET T.E R CECCLI. 
To Biſhop Hoapry *. 


My Lonp, | [1718]. 
T HOPE I ſhall be able to wait upon you at 
1 the place you command me at three of the 
clock 


* Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, born at Weſterham in Kent, Nov. 


14, 1676; admitted Penſioner of Catharine Hall, an 
eb. 
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clock on Monday next. There is no great dan- 
ger of your aſſuming more power than is wel- 
come: you never exert ſo much as is volunta- 
rily given you“. Coming home the other night, 
after your great condeſcenfion in liking ſuch 
pleaſures as 1 entertained your Lordſhip with, I 
made the diſtich, which 2 will find if you 
turn over the leaf + ; 


Virtue with ſo much hs on e ſits, | 
All faults he pardons, though he none commits. 


I am, my Lord, your moſt obliged, moſt obe- 
dient, humble ferxant, RichAxD STEELE. 
4 LETTER 


Feb. 18, 1691; elected Fellow, Aug. 23, 169). In 1701, he 
was inn lecturer of St. Mildred, in The Poultry. In 1704 
he obtained the rectory of St. Peter's Poor, in Broad Street; and 
Feb. 23, 2710, was preſented to the rectory of Streatham in 
Surrey. Feb. 16, 1715-16, he was admitted and ſworn King's 
Chaplain; and conſecrated Biſhop of Bangor March 18. In 
1721 he was tranſlated to Hereford, and confirmed Nov, z. la 
2723 he was tranſlated to Saliſbury, and confirmed OR. 29. 
And, eleven years after, was advanced to the biſhoprick of Win- 
cheſter, (confirmed Sept. 16, 1734,) which he held near twenty- 
ſeven years; till, on April 17, 2761, at his palace at Chelſea, in 
the ſeme calm he had enjoyed amidſt all the ftorms that blew 
around him, he died, full of years and honours, beloved and re- 
gretted by all good men, in the 85th year of his age. His uſe- 
ful labours, which will ever be eſteemed by all lovers of the na- 
zural, civil, and religious rights of Engliſhmen, were collected, 
in three folio volumes, by his ſon, Dr. John Hoadly, chancellor 
of Wincheſter, the laſt ſurviving male of a very numerous and 
reſpectable family, who prefixed to that publication a ſhort ac- 
count of the venerable Biſhop's life. 
See before pp. 173, 180, 189. 
+ The following article is extracted from a letter written by 
Dr. John Hoadly : « My father, when Biſhop of Bangor, was, 
; 40 by 
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LETTER Cccln 


To the Right Hon. Sir Joan Ward, Knight, 
| Lord Mayor of London, 

My Loazp,. [1918.] 

S I think it manifeſt that the deſign, ex- 

plained in the following account, will in- 

troduce a new and profitable courſe of trade; I 


« by invitation, preſent at one of the Whig-meetings, held at 
The Trumpet in Shoe Lane, where Sir Richard, in his zeal, 
« rather expoſed himſelf, having the double duty of the day upon 
« him, as well to celebrate the immortal memory of King Wil- 
« liam, it being the 4th of November, as to drink his friend 
« ADD1SON up to converſation · pitch, whoſe phlegmatic conſti- 
« tution was hardly warmed for ſociety by that time STEELE 
« was not fit for it. Two remarkable circumſtances happened: 
« Jobs SLY, the hatter, of facetious memory, was in the houſe, 
« and, when pretty mellow, took it into his head to come into 
the company on his knees, with a tankard of ale in his hand, 
« to drink off to the immortal memory, and to retire in the ſame 
% manner. STEELE, fitting next my father, whiſpered him, Do 
« laugh ; it is humanity to langh, Sir Richard, in the evening, 
« being too much in the ſame condition, was put into a chair, 
« and ſent home. Nothing would ſerve him but being carried 
to the Biſhop of Bangor's, late as it was. However, the 
« chairmen carried him home, and got him up ſtairs, when his 
« great complaiſance would wait on them down ſtairs, which he 
« did, and then was got quietly to bed. The next morning he 
% was much aſhamed, and ſent the Biſhop the diſtich printed 
« above. On ſuch another occaſion the waiters were hoiſting 
« him into an hackney · coach, with ſome labour and pains, when 
« a Tory mob was paſſing, with their cry, Down wiTH THE 
« RunP |-—Up with the Rump, cried Sir Richard, or I fall! not 
« be at home to-night.” 

* Prefixed to the Account of the Fiſh- Pool; of which ſee 
ſeveral of the preceding Letters, particularly Lett. CCLXXIX, 
P · 165. 
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preſume to addreſs this narration to the greateſt 
magiſtrate of the greateſt commercial city. 
Tour perſonal eminent qualities, as a good 
. and man of bufineſs, which I have fre- 
quently heard you exert, where you, with great 
ability, repreſent the ſame city in another Ho- 
nourable character *, entitle you alſo to the vene- 


ration and eſteem which determine me in my 
preſent application. 


The arts and ſciences (in which I pretend to 


no accurate ſkill) ſhould always be employed in 
enquiries that may tend to the general advan- 


tage; and they muſt loſe the name of liberal, 


when the profeſſors of them ſeclude themſelves 
from ſociety, or live in it without applying their 
abilities to the ſervice of it. For it is by the joint 
force of men of different talents that uſeful pur- 
poſes are beſt accompliſhed ; and a certain feli- 
city of invention in one, joined to the experi- 
ence and practical ſkill of another, may bring 


works to perfection, which would be ſo far from 


growth, that they would not ſo much as have 
had birth, but from the good intelligence be- 
tween perfons of unlike abilities, whoſe good 
will towards each other united their endeavours. 


* He repreſented the city of London in the parliaments elected 
in 1708 and 1714, and the borough of Dunwich in 1722. He 
was elected Alderman of Candlewick Ward in 1709; ſerved the 


office of Sheriff in 1716, and that of Lord Mayor in 1718-19. 


He was alſo one of the Directors of the Bank; aud died March 


12, 1725-6, 


I dare 
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I dare promiſe your Lordſhip, that the cor- 
reſpondence between the undertakers of this de- 
fign, will produce to the world many other ope- 
rations , which will create more wonder that 
they were not performed before, than that they 
are now brought into uſe, For it is certain, 
that great and worthy works are every day loſt, 
by the diſtance which is kept between men, 
from the very reaſon which ſhould make them 
ſeek each other in their different ways of life and 
education. 

Among the employments of human life, that 
of the merchant (whoſe good is the good of all 
men) ſhould by all be held in the firſt eſteem : 
it is he who enlarges the intereſts of his coun- 
try; it is he, who, by his credit, makes his 
fellow-citizen every where at home, and ex- 
tends the offices, advantages, and civilities, of 
acquaintance and neighbourhood, to all parts 
of the habitable world. 

The following invention is propoſed to be 
carried on with a ſuperior regard to the laws 
and rights of commerce, which oblige every 
man to think of himſelf but in the ſecond place, 


* Tf it were not that Steele had been, long before this time, 
laughed at as a chemiſt who was ſearching in vain for the philo- 
ſopher's ſtone, one might have ſuppoſed, from this paſſage, thar 
the laboratory at Poplar, now converted into a garden-houſe,” 
was the ſcene of the ſecret operations whence the Fiſh Pool and 
other wonderful diſcoveries were to originate, See Supplement 
to Swift, cr. 8vo, vol. I. p. 111. 
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vr to make his firſt intentions, at leaſt, ſtrictly 
agreeable to the good of his country, and that 
"of all his fellow-citizens ; and therefore, the ac- 
count of it may be a preſent not unworthy a 
gentleman of your free and diſintereſted charac- 
ter; and I flarter myſelf it will have the influ. 
ende of your Lordſhip in the proſecution of it. 
I need not fay how great that influence muſt 
needs be, where you act for them in the great- 
eſt capacities your fellow-citizens have to beſtow. 
I congratulate both them and you, that a 
perſon of fuch known equanimity is veſted with 
the double capacity of afferting and protecting 
their privileges ; whoſe candour and benignity 
naturally tend to abate animoſity, encourage in- 
duſtry, promote peace, prevent diſorder, fe- 
cure wealth, and relieve poverty: in all which 
noble ends and cares I with you a proſperous 
and memorable mayoralty; and again humbly 
defiring, that if the deſign ſhall in the leaſt de- 
gree appear ſerviceable in any of theſe generous 
reſpects, it may have your protection. I re- 
main, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, RicyarD STEELE, 


. EY DELHI NS 
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$00! ( LETTER CCCCLIII. 

4, To the Earl of Oxronp #: 

My Lozp, 1719. 

AM very glad of the occaſion wherein I 

have the good fortune to think the ſame A 
WI 


* Roben Harley, eſq. eldeſt ſon of Sir Edward Harlev, bern 
Dec. 5, 1661. At the Revolution, Sir Edward and his ſon Ro- 
bert raiſed a troop of horſe at their own expence. On the ac- 
ceſſion of King William, Mr. Harley was elected member for 
Tregony ; and afterward for Radnor, which he repreſented till 
called to the Upper Houſe. Feb. 11, 1701-2, he was choſen 
Speaker; as he was again, 31 Dec. following; and a third time, 
in the firſt parliament of Queen Anne. April 17, 1104, he was 
ſworn of the Privy Council; and, May 18 following, appointed 
Secretary of State, being ſtill Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
moans. His office of Secretary he reſigned, Feb. 12, 1707-8. 
He was made a Commiſſioner of the Treaſury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Aug. 10, 1710; and three days after ſworn 
again of the Privy Council; where, March 8, 17:21, his life 
was attacked by Guiſcard : the addreſs of both houſes of par- 
liament will beſt ſhew the ſenſe of the nation at that alarming at- 
tempt. Her Majeſty, in reward for his many ſervices, was 
graciouſly pleaſed to advance him to the peerage, by the title of 
Baron Harley, Earl of Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, May 11, 
1711: on the 29th, he was appointed Lord Treaſurer; Auguſt 
15, choſen Governor of the South Sea Company, of which he 
had been the founder; and, Oct. 26, 11412, was honoured with 
the Garter. July 27, 1714, he refigned the Treaſurer's ſtaff. 
June 10, 1715, his Lordſhip was impeached by the Houſe of 
Commons; and though it is not ſtrictly true that he was diſ- 

iſſed without a trial, it actually was ſo in effect, the Commons 
having declined appearing to make good their charge. His 
Lordſhip's ſituation was ſomewhat ſingular. The articles of 
impeachment againſt him were carried up July 9, 1715, when 
he was committed to The Tower. On Auguſt 2, additional ar- 
ticles were ſent up; on the 3d of September his Lordſhip's an- 
(wer v was delivered; and on the r1gth the Houſe of Commons 

H h joined 
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with your; Lordſhip, becauſe I have very long 
ſuffered a great deal of pain in reflecting upon 
a certain virulence with which my zeal has here- 
tofore tranſported me to treat your Lordſhip's 
perſon and character. I do proteſt to you, ex- 
cepting in the firſt ſmart of my diſgrace and ex- 
pulfion out of. the Houſe of Commons, I never 


writ any thing that ought to diſpleaſe you but 


joined iſſue by replication. After ſeveral adjournments, the 
Parliament re-aſſembled Jan. 9, 1714, and continued fitting 
until June 26, 1716, when an end was put to the ſeſſion by a 
prorogation. Feb. 20, 1717, a new ſeſſion was opened. May 

22, the Earl, being ſtill in confinement, petitioned the Houſe of 
Peers to take the circumſtances of his caſe into confideration, 
« being aſſured it was not their Lordſhips' intention that his 
«« confinement ſhould be indefinite.” The petition having been 
referred to a Committee, who made their report May 25, it was 
agreed by the Houſe, that the “ impeachment was not determined 
« by the prorogation.“ The day for trial was accordingly fixed, 
firſt for June 13, and, at the defire of the Commons, deferred till 

the 24th, on which day it actually commenced. The charge 
| was opened by Mr. Hampden, and Sir Joſeph Jekyll began to 
proceed to make good the firſt article of the impeachment ; but 
the Upper Houſe having reſolved, that the Commons ſhould 
not be gdmitted to proceed, in order to make good their articles 
« for high 'crimes and miſdemeanors, till judgment were firſt 
« given on the articles fowligh treaſon,” the managers for the 
Commons proceeded no fyrther that day. Several conferences 
having been held on the ſpþjeR, without effect, the Upper Houſe 
| proceeded on the trial July 1; and, after proclamation for all 
perſons concerned to take notice that the Earl of Oxford ſtood 
on his trial, that they might come forth to make good their 
charge, and the Commons not appearing, his Lordſhip was 
brought to the bar, © acquitted of the articles, and all things 


« therein contained ;” the impeachment was diſmiſſed; and the 


following day his Lordſhip re- aſſumed his ſeat in Parliament. 
_ His Lordſhip died, in the 64th year of his age, May 21, 1724, 
aſter having been twice marrie | 


| with 
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with 'a reluctant heart, and in pre to 
much good- will and eſteem for your many 
great and uncommon talents, And I take the 
liberty to ſay thus publicly to yourſelf what 1 
have often ſaid to others on the ſubject of my 
behaviour to you; 1 never had any other reaſon 
to leſſen my Lord of Oxford than that which 
Brutus had to ſtab Cæſar — the love of my 
country, Your Lordſhip will, I hope, believe, 
there cannot be a more voluntary, unreſtrained 
reparation made to a man than that I make to 
you, in begging your pardon thus publicly for 
every thing I have ſpoken or written to your 
diſadvantage, foreign to the argument and cauſe 
which I was then labouring to ſupport. You 
will pleaſe to believe, that I could not be ſo in- 


ſenſible as not to be touched with the generoſity 


of part of your conduct towards me, or have 
omitted to acknowledge it accordingly, if I had 
not thought that your very 'virtue was dan- 
gerous, and that it was (as the world then ſtood) 
abſolutely neceſſary to depreciate ſo adventurous 
a genius, ſurrounded with ſo much power as 
your Lordſhip then had. I tranſgreſſed, my 
Lord, againſt you, when you could make twelve 
peers in a day; I aſk your pardon, when you 
are a private nobleman; and, as I told you 
when I refigned the Stamp-office , *, I wiſhed you 
all proſperity conſiſtent with the public good, 


* See his former Letter, p. 271. Letter CCCCXXII. 
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{ now: I. congratulate you upon the pleaſure 
you muſt needs have in looking back upon the 
true fortitude with which you have paſſed 
through the dangers: arifing from the rage of 
the people, and the envy of the reſt of the 
world. If to have rightly judged of men's paſ- 
ſions and prejudices, vices and virtues, intereſts 
and inclinations, and to have waited with {kill and 
courage for proper ſeaſons and incidents to make 
uſe of them for a man's ſafety and honour, can 
adminiſter. pleaſure to a man of ſenſe and ſpirit, 
your Lordſhip has abundant cauſe of ſatisfac- 
tion. In confidence that you will accept of my 
ſorrow and repentance for the unprovoked li. 
berties I: have taken in my former writings, I 
make you my patron in this preſent diſcourſe * 
on the greateſt occaſion that has perhaps ever 
happened in England; Your Lordſhip will ſee 
Emwrite in haſte and the neceſſity of preſſing 
forward to be time enough to be of any uſe, 
will excuſe the failures in ſtyle and expreſſion, 
-I ſhall therefore immediately fall into the mat- 
ter of the bill, which, I fear, may change this 
free ſtate into the worſt of all tyrannies, that of 
an ariſtocracy. I ſhall ſupport my reaſons for 
that terror by running through the ſeveral parts 
of it, and making it appear, that this is. more 
likely than any other conſequence that can be 
I His oppoktion to the Peerage Bill. It was during this op- 


poſition to the Court that his licence for acting plays was re- 


voked, and his patent rendered ineſſectual, at the inſtance of the 
Lord Chamberlain. Sce the next Letter. 


ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed will attend ſuch a law as this would 
be. The whole tenor of it is very unfortunately 
put together, if any thing but an additional 
power to the Peers is intended by it. R. STEELE. 


LETTER CCCCLIV®. 
To the Duke of NEwcAsTLE. 


My moſt honoured Lord and Patron, 
Villars-ſtreet, York-buildings, Jan. 15, 1719-20. 
F your Grace believes that it is as great to 
undo as to make a man, I am the unhappy 
inſtrument in both kinds; and, if it is a gratifi- 
cation to you, I have ſome conſolation in the 
wretched diſtinction of being the only man the 


Duke of Newcaſtle ever injured. My high ob- 
ligations to you temper my ſpirit; and, after 
ſome tumult of ſoul, and agony of the worſt 
paſſions in it, I behold you in the pleaſing light 
you have heretofore appeared to me . I make 
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you allowance for the diſadvantage of youth 


* Originally printed in the eighth number of The Theatre,” 
with this introduftion :—* Sir, Your laſt Paper having deſcend- 
4 ed to the caſe of particular men, who are concerned in the 
&« theatre, I hope you will allow me the advantage of being re- 
« preſented to the town by your means, and of conveying my 
thoughts to a noble perſon, who has forbid me, without any 
« fault of mine, ever to approach him, either by ſpeech or writ- 
« ing, as long as we live; but you will underſtand me better by 
« reading what I know not how to convey to him, unlefs you 
ill pleaſe to print it.“ 

4 See p. 442. Lettes CCCCXLIV. 
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and proſperity, and my benefactor covers my 
oppreſſor. As this laſt word muſt needs give 
offence to a noble nature, it ſtands upon me to 
make out my complaint, and ſhew all the world, 
for all the world will be curious in this caſe, as 
obſcure as I am, for I have ceaſed to be ſo ſince 
J have been diſtinguiſhed by your Grace's diſ. 
pleaſure. The patent which I have from his 
Majeſty makes me the ſole Governor of a com- 
pany of comedians for my life, and that fran- 
Chiſe is to ſubfiſt in thoſe who claim under me 
three years after my death; there is nothing in 
it, as to the beſtowing part from the Crown, but 
what are mere tranſcripts of the patent given by 
Ran eee to Sir William Davenant; and, 
though I'm mjgbr, have had it to niyſelf as well as 
he, I made 2 Tonlcience | and ſcruple of aſking 
for my Hheirs, an office that required a very par- 
ticular turn and capacity to execute. It is not, 
my Lord, very common in courts, for a man to 
aſk leſs, when he knows he may obtain more; 
the very night I received it, I participated the 
power and uſe of it, with relation to the profits 
that ſhould ariſe from it, between the gentle, 
men who invited me into the licence upon his 
Majeſty's happy acceſſion to the throne ; and it 
has flouriſhed in all manner of reſpects to a de- 
gree unknown in any former time. When your 
Grace came to be Chamberlain, from a gene- 


rous defign of making every office and authorjty 
the 


— 
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the better for your wearing, your Grace was in- 
duced to ſend for me, and the other ſharers, and 
in an abſolute manner offered us a licence, and 
demanded a reſignation of the patent, which I 

reſumed as abſolutely to refuſe. This refuſal 
I made in writing, and petitioned the King for 
his protection in the grant which he had given 
me. This matter reſted thus for many months; 
and the next moleſtation we received was by an 
order, figned by your Grace, to diſmiſs Mr. 
Cibber. The actors obeyed ; but I preſumed 
to write to your Grace againſt it, and expreſſed 
my ſorrow that you would give me no better 
occaſion of ſhewing my duty but by bearing 
oppreſſion from you. This freedom produced 
a meſſage by your kinſman and ſecretary, whom 


I treated with as much deference and reſpect as 


any man living could do the Duke of New- 
caſtle coming from the King. This meſſage 
was, in your Grace's name, to forbid me ever 
to write, ſpeak, or viſit you more. The gentle- 
man, I dare ſay, has told you, that I anſwered 
him almoſt in theſe very words: 


« Sir, I beg of you to take notice of my 


ec manner, my voice, and my geſture, when [I 
ec anſwer to this ſevere meſſage; and let the 
& Duke of Newcaſtle know, that with the moſt 
cc profound ſubmiſſion and humility I received 
ce it, and proteſted to you, that I could have no 


&« meſſage from any family, except the Royal 
h 4 © one, 
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& one, that could give me half this mortiſica · 
tion. If I have not fallen into phraſes that 
te ſpeak me truly ſorrowful and humble, uſe 
% any you yourſelf can think of which are 
more ſo, and you will then beſt expreſs my 
e meaning. At the ſame time you may very 
ce truly ſay, that if any other man were Cham- 
te berlain, and ſhould ſend me ſuch a meſſage, 
* my reply ſhould be as haughty as it is now 
* humble.” 

He left me with a farther declaration, that my 
patent ſhould be proſecuted according to law. [ 
reſted as well ſatisfied as one who had loſt ſo 
powerful a friend could, from a ſecurity in a 
fill greater power, that of the laws of the land; 
but I was ſoon after awakened out of this "= 
ber, which was far from being an eaſy one, by 
hearing that your Grace had ſent for Mr. Booth, 
and threatened a ſigned manual, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily diſable me, as to my defence, before 
you would proceed againſt me according to law, 
I did your Grace the juſtice to think it impoſſi- 
ble for you to be prevailed upon to do that. I 
aſſure your Grace, the great name on the top of 
the Paper did not give me more terror than the 
name at the bottom did ſorrow. The Miniſter 
who ſubſcribes, is anſwerable for what the King 
writes. Our laws make our Prince author of 
nothing but favour to his ſubjects. My patent 
cannot be hurt, except it can be proved it was 

obtained 


ro nis FRIENDS. 473 
obtained per deceptionem, as, according to my 
duty, I amto believe this order, for it does, by 
an artificial method in its effect, deſtroy by his 
figned manual, what is granted by his great 
ſeal, which had been impoſſible to be brought 
about, had the matter been fairly repreſented. 
All I could do, was to repreſent it by petition, 
which I delivered in your Grace's preſence on 
Friday night, the prayer of which was: Votre 
c ſuppliant donc prie tres humblement votre 
* Majeſte, qu'il ne regoive aucune moleſtation, 
«que par la loye en juſte forme de proces ;” 
your petitioner therefore moſt humbly prays, he 
may not be any way moleſted but by due courſe 
of law. I know not by what accident it hap- 
pened that my petition was never read, but the 
next news I heard was the order of revocation. 
But I muſt take the liberty to ſay, that his Ma- 
jeſty muſt grant the ruffians, mentioned in the 
laſt proclamation, which 1s denied unhappy me, 
a trial by due courſe of law. The revocation 
came on the Saturday ; your Grace was ſo good 
as not to break the Sabbath upon me; but the 
ſufficient evil of this day, being Monday, is an 
order of filence. Your Grace will pleaſe to read 
them both over again, which are to this effect : 

„ Whereas by our Royal Licence, bearing 
<« date the 18th day of October, 1714, We did 
« give and grant unto Richard Steele, E1q. now 
« Sir Richard Steele, Knt. Mr. Robert Wilks, 

«© Mr. 


— — on 


474 STEELES LETTERS 


% Mr, Colley Cibber, Mr. Thomas Dogget, and 
« Mr. Barton Booth, full power, licence, and 
c authority, to form, conſtitute, and eſtabliſh a 
« Company of Comedians. And having re- 
c ceived information of great miſbehaviours 
committed by our Company of Comedians 
« now acting at the Theatre in Drury Lane. 
Therefore, for reforming the Comedians, and 
« for eſtabliſhing the juſt and ancient authority 
ce of the Officers of our Houſhold, and more eſ- 


«& pecially of our Chamberlain, We have 


« thought fit to revoke the abovementioned 
c Licence. And we do further (as much as in 
« us lies, and as by law we may,) revoke and 
« make void all other licences, powers, and au- 
ce thorities whatſoever, . and at any time hereto» 
te fore given by us to the ſaid Sir Richard 
& Steele, Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber, Tho- 
te mas Dogget, and Barton Booth, or to any of 
«© them ſeverally.“ 

In purſuance of this, your Grace proceeds thus: 

«© Whereas his Majeſty has thought fit, by his 
& Letters of Revocation, bearing date the 2 3d 
« Jay of January, 1719, (for divers weighty 
te reaſons therein contained) to revoke his Royal 
“Licence: For the effectual prevention of any 


cc future miſbehaviour, in obedience to his Ma- 
« jeſty's commands I do, by virtue of my of- 
« fice of Chamberlain of his Majeſty's Houſ- 
& hold, hereby diſcharge you the ſaid Managers 


& and 
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te and Comedians at the ſaid Theatre in Drury 
Lane in Covent Garden from further acting. 
« Given under my hand and ſeal thes 25th day 
* of January, 1719. 
To the Gentlemen managing the Company 
* of Comedians at the Theatre in Drury 
« Lane in Covent Garden, and to all the 
Comedians and Actors there.“ 

It is obſervable, that though his Majeſty took 
great care to expreſs himſelf according to his 
gracious inclination, with much reſerve and 
care thar nothing but the law ſhould hurt his 
poor ſubject, in the words © as much as in us 
lies, and as by law we may,” your Grace has 
been prevailed upon to ſupply the defective 
hardſhip. I ſhall not ſay more, or make ſtronger 
obſervations upon what you have figned ; for 
my love to you will not let me call this an act 
of yours, as my duty to my Prince will not let 
me call it an act of his. I wiſh your Grace had 
been as careful as he in leaving me to the law. 
Bur if you will allow me to aſk you one favour, 
before you have quite broke my heart and ſpirit, 
give me but the name of your adviſer, that is to 
ſay, your lawyer, on this occaſion; and you ſhall 
ſee that it is not for want of ſkill in life that I 
am ſubjected to all the pains and puniſhments 
to which thoſe wicked ones are expoſed who 
are deſcribed by the monoſyllable © Poor.” 


When I know who has made your Grace thus 
injure 
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45 STEELE'S LETTERS 
injure the beft maſter and beſt ſervant that 
ever man had, I will teach him the difference 
| between law and juſtice ; he ſhall ſoon under- 
ſtand, that he who adviſes how to eſcape the 
law and do injuftice to his fellow-ſubje&, is an 
agent of Hell; ſuch a man, for a larger fee, 
would lend a dark-lanthorn to a murderer, 
which would be but the ſame iniquity practiſed 
in a higher degree, that would be more cruel, 
but not more unjuſt, When I am ſure who he 
is, I ſhall with juſtice uſe him, as he does 
with injuſtice uſe me; I ſhall ſo far imitate 
him as to be within the law, when I am en- 
deavouring to ſtarve him. I hope he is poor, 
by felling poiſon to get himſelf food *. But 
I fear I grow tranſported beyond the reſpect 
that is due to your Grace's preſence, and pro- 
reſt to you, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that, 
rather than never to be well with you more, 
were myſelf and family only concerned in it, I 
would this moment reſign my patent for any 
employment of leſs profit that you would pro- 
cure me; but my obligations to your Grace 
will not diſcharge thofe which I am under to 
the reſt of the world, I would not hurt any 
man now in India for the favour of the greateſt 
* This lawyer was Sir Thomas Pengelly, ſome time Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer court, whoſe name he diſſects thus: 
Pen is the Welſh word for head, Guelt the Dutch word for mo- 


ney, which, with the Engliſh word Ly, expreſs one who turns 
his head to lye for money. The Theatre, Ne IX. and XI. 


man 
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man in England, or give up a door-keeper of 
the play-houſe to make myſelf * ; therefore your 
Grace, I hope, will forgive me, that, to gratify 


* This application providh ineffectual, Steele publiſhed ſoon 
after The State of the Caſe between the Lord Chamberlain of 
his Majeſty's Houſhold, and the Governor of the Royal Com- 
« pany of Comedians. With the opinions of. Pemberton, 
« Northey, and Parker, concerning the Theatre.” In this 
pamphlet he ſtates the account of his loſs by this PIE. as 

follows : 


Six hundred pounds a year for life, moderately C. 4. d. 


valued, amounts to — — 6000 0 0 
Three years after my life — 1800 0 0 
My ſhare in the ſcenes, ſtock, &c. — 1000 0.0 
The proſit of acting my own plays e written, 

or which I may write 1000 © o 


Total C. 9800 O o 
He then declares he never did one act to provoke this attempt, 


nor, ſays he, does the Chamberlain pretend to aſſign any direct 
reaſon of forfeiture, but openly and wittingly declares he will 
ruin Steele; „which, in a man in his circumſtances again one 
in mine, is as great as the humour of Malagene, in the co- 
&« medy, who valued himſelf upon his activity in tripping up 
« cripples. All this is done againſt a man to whom Whig, 
« Tory, Roman, Catholic, Difſeater, Native, Foreigner, owe 
4 zeal and good-will for good offices endeavoured towards every 
« one of their civil rights, and their kind wiſhes for him are but 
«a juſt return. But what ought to weigh moſt with his Lord- 
4% ſhip the Chamberlain, is my zeal for his maſter ; of which I 
« ſhall at preſent ſay no more than that his Lordſhip and many 
« others may perhaps have done more for the Houſe of Hano- 
« yer than I have; but I am the only man in his Majeſty's do- 
« minions who did all he could.“ State of the Caſe, &c. p. 30. 
It is obſervable that our Author's friend, Mr. Walpole, was at 
this time in disfavour at Court, having reſigned his poſt of Firſt 
Commiſſioner of the Treaſury on the 1cth of April, 1717, and 
was not replaced till April 2, 1721, preſently after which, viz. 
on the 18th of May following, Sir Richard was alſo reſtored to 
his Office of Comptrolier of the Theatre. 


2 you, 


— F 
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you, I do not conſign to diſtreſs and poverty 
above fixty families, who all live comfortably, 
many of them plentifully, under my preſent 
juriſdiction. When I reſign them, they may be 
governed by your Grace's ſucceſſor in your of- 
. fice as they have been by your. predeceflor*, ac- 
cording to humour and caprice, and not rea- 
ſon and juſtice, In their defence and my own 
I deny all allegations of voluntary neglect im- 
puted to me or them, or undue demands made 
upon the ſubje&t by me or them; and ſhall 
always, with ſafety to my honour, and duty to 
the reſt of the world, and no other reſerve, be, 
my Lord, your Grace's moſt obliged, moſt de- 
voted, and obedient humble ſervant, 
RICHARD STEELE. 
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LETTER CCCCLY. 
To Mr. CoxcREVE. | 


Occaſioned by Mr. Tiexgrr's Preface to the wc 
Volumes of Mr. Appison's Works +. 


Sin, | | [1722]. 
þ er is the ſecond time that I have, with- 
out your leave, taken the liberty to make 

a public addreſs to you. However uneaſy you 
may be for your own ſets in receiving compli- 


* The Duke of Bolton was the predeceſſor the Duke of 
Grafton the ſucceſſor. 


+ See, in p. 448, Steele's Original Preface to the Drummer, 
1 See the firſt Letter in p. 401. Letter CCCCXXXI. 


3 ments 


2 


ments of this nature, I depend upon your known 
humanity for pardon, when I acknowledge, that 
you have this preſent trouble for mine. When 

take myſelf to be ill treated with regard to my 
behaviour to the merit of other men, my conduct 
towards you is an argument of my candour that 
way, as well as that your name and authority 
will be my proteCtion in it. You will give me 
leave, therefore, in a matter that concerns us in 
the poetical world, to make you my judge, 
whether I am not injured in the higheſt man- 
ner; for, with men of your taſte and deicacy, 
itis a high crime and miſdemeanor to be guilty 
of any thing that is difingenuous : but I will go 
into the matter. 

Upon my return out of Scotland, I viſited 
Mr. Tonſon's ſhop, and thanked him for his 
care in ſending to my houſe the volumes of my 
dear and honoured friend Mr. Addiſon, which 
are at laſt publiſhed by his ſecretary Mr. 
Tickell ; but took occafion to obſerve, © that I 
&© had not ſeen the work before it came out ;” 
which he did not think fit to excuſe any other- 
wiſe than by a recrimination, ** that I had put 
&« into his hands at an high price, a comedy 
© called The Drummer ;* which, by my zeal 
4“ for it, he took to be written by Mr. Addiſon, 
of which, after his death, he ſaid, I directly 
« acknowledged he was the author,” To urge 

this 
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this _bardſhip ſtill, more home, he produced a 
receipt under my hand, in theſe words: 

| « March 1a, 1715. 
b Reccived then the ſum of fifty guineas, for 
e the copy of the Comedy called The Drum- 
te mer, or, The Haunted Houſe: I ſay, received 
« by order of the Author of the ſaid Comedy, 

* RICHARD STEELE,” 

And added, at the ſame time, that fince Mr, 
Tickell had not thought fit to make that play 
a part of Mr. Addiſon's Works, he would fell 
the copy to any bookſeller that would give 
moſt for it, 

This is repreſented thus circumſtantially to 
ſhew how incumbent it is upon me, as well in 
juſtice to. the bookſeller, as for many other 
conſiderations, to produce this Comedy a ſe- 
cond time, and. take this occafion to vindicate 
myſelf againſt certain infinuations thrown out 
by. the publiſher of Mr. Addiſon's writings 
concerning my behaviour in the niceſt circum- 


ſtance, that of doing juſtice to the merit of my 
friend. 
1 ſhall take the liberty, before I have ended 
this letter, to ſay why I believe © The Drummer“ 
a performance of Mr. Addiſon; and, after de- 
claring this, any ſurviving writer may be at cale, 
if. there. be any one who has hitherto been vain 
enough to hope, or filly enough ta fear, it may 
be given to himſelf. 
Before 
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Before I go any further, I muſt make my 

oiblic appeal to you and all the learned world, 
and humbly demand whether it was a decent or 
reaſonable thing that works written (as a great 
part of Mr. Addiſon's were) in correſpondence 
with-me, ought to have been publiſhed without 
my, review of the catalogue of them ? or, if 
there were any exception to be made againſt any 
circumſtance in my conduct, whether an oppor- 
tunity to explain myſelf ſhould not have been 
allowed me, before any reflections were made 
upon me 1n print ? 
When I peruſed Mr. Tickell's Preface, I had 
ſoon many objections, beſides his omiſſion to ſay 
any thing of“ The Drummer,” againſt his 
long-expected performance. The chief inten- 
tion of which, and which it concerns me firſt to 
examine, ſeems to aim at doing the deceaſed 
author juſtice againſt me, whom he inſinuates 
to have aſſumed to myſelf part of the merit of 
my friend. 

He is pleaſed, Sir, to expreſs himſelf concern- 
ing the preſent writer in the following manner: 
© The Comedy called The Tender Huſband” 


te appeared much about the ſame time, to which 


Mr. Addiſon wrote the prologue. Sir Richard 
6“ Steele ſurpriſed him with a very handſome 
* dedication of this play, and has ſince acquaint- 
© ed the publick that he owed ſome of the 
* moſt taking ſcenes of it to Mr. Addiſon *.“ 


* Mr. Tickell's Preface, p. 11, 
11 * 9 
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He was in that kingdom Ireland] when he 


„ firſt diſcovered Sir Richard Steele to be the 
author of “The Tatler,“ by an obfervation 
* upon Virgil, which had been by him commu. 
* nicated to his friend . The aſſiſtance he oc- 
% cafionally gave him afterwards, in the courſe 
ec of his paper, did not a little contribute to ad- 
ic yance its reputation; and, upon the change 
©* of the Miniftry, he found leiſure to engage 
de more conſtantly in that work, which, how- 
tc ever, was dropped at laſt, as it bad been 
te taken up, without his participation. 

* In the laſt paper, which cloſed thoſe cele. 
te brated performances, and in the preface to 
ee the laſt volume, Sir Richard Steele has given 
te to Mr. Addiſon the honour of the moſt ap- 
# plauded pieces in that collection. But as 
that acknowledgment was delivered only in 
general terms, without directing the public 
* to the ſeveral papers, Mr. Addiſon, who was 
 * content with the praiſe ariſing from his own 
« works, and too delicate to take any part of 
© that which belonged to others, afterwards 
* thought fit to diſtinguiſh his writings in the 
ec Spectators and Guardians by ſuch marks as 
te might remove the leaſt poſſibility of miftake 
« in the moſt undiſcerning readers. It was ne- 
ec ceſſary that his ſhare in the Tatlers ſhould be 


* This has been generally ſuppoſed to allude to TA r. No 6. 


dee new edit. with notes, vol. I. p. 17, note. 


5 ct adjuſted 


— . 


r . Ds L 


«4 of the ſeveral characters that com 
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40 adjuſted in a complete collection of bis 
© Works; for which reaſon Sir Richard Steele, 
«in compliance with the requeſt of his de- 
e ceaſed friend, delivered to him by the Editor, 
%% was pleaſed to mark with his own hand thoſe 
% Tatlers which are inſerted in this edition, 
* and even to point out feveral in the writing 
i of which they were both concerned . 
“The plan of The Spectator, as far as it 
te regards the f-igned per ſon of the author, and 


poſe. his 
„ club, was projected in concert with Sir 
* Richard Steele; and becauſe many paſſages, 
© in the courſe of the work, would otherwiſe be 
& abſcure, I have taken lkave to inſert one ſingle 

paper, written by Sir Richard Steele, where- 


« in thoſe characters are drawn, which may 


« ſerve as a Dramatis Perfona, or as fo many 


« pictures for an ornament and explication of 
the whole. As for the diſlinct papers, they 
were never or ſeldom fhewn to each other by 


i their reſpeCtive authors, who fully anſwered 


« the promiſe they had made, and far out- 
went the expectation they had raiſed of pur- 
„ fuing their labour in the ſame ſpirit and 


6 ſtrength with which it was begun +.” 

It need not be explained, that it is here in- 
timated that I had not ſufficiently acknow- 
ledged what was due to Mr. Addilon in theſe 


* Mr. Tickell's Preface, p. 12, + Tbid. p. 13. 
Iiz writings, 
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484 STEELE'S LETTER S 
writings. I ſhall make a full anſwer to what 
ſeems intended by the words He was too de- 
« licate to take any part of that which belong - 
cc ed to others, if I can recite, out of my own 
papers, any thing that may make it ; appear 
atm rr 
The ſubſequent:encomiums beſtowed by me 
on Mr. Addiſon will, 1 hope, be of ſervice to 
me in this particular. ; 
„ But: I have only one gentleman, whe will 
#* be, nameleſs, to thank for any frequent aſſiſt- 
cc ance to me; which, indeed, it would have 
ce been barbarous in him to have denied to one 
„ with whom he has lived in an intimacy from 
cc childhood, confidering the great eaſe with 
c which he is able to diſpatch the moſt enter- 
taining pieces of this nature. This good 
office he performed with ſuch force of ge- 
( nius, humour, wit, and learning, that I fared 
„ like a diſtreſſed prince who calls in a power- 
ce ful neighbour to his aid. I was undone by 
& my auxiliary. When I had once called him in, 
] could not ſubfiſt without dependence on him. 
„„The ſame hand writ the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
cc racters of men and women, under the names 
cc of Muſical Inſtruments, the Diſtreſs of the 
0 News-Twriters, the Inventory of the Play- houſe, 
ce and the Deſcription of the Thermometer, which 
J cannot but look upon as the greateſt em- 
F belliſhments of this work “.“ 


by Preface to the fourth yolume of the Tatlers. 
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« As to the work itſelf, the acceptance it has 
© met with is the beſt proof of its value: but 
{© [ ſhould err againſt that candour which an ho- 
© neſt man ſhould always carry about him, if I 
« did not own, that the moſt approved pieces 
* in it were written by others, and thoſe, which 
* have been moſt excepted againſt, by myſelf: 
“The hand that has aſſiſted me in thoſe noble 
* diſcourſes upon the immortality of the ſoul, 
the glorious proſpects of another life, and the 
* moſt ſublime ideas of religion and virtue, is a 
“ perſon who is too fondly my friend ever to 
e own them: but I ſhould little deſerve to be 
* his if I uſurped the glory of them. I muſt 
« acknowledge, at the ſame time, that I think 
© the fineſt ſtrokes of wit and humour in all 
«* Mr. Bickerſtaff's Lucubrations are thoſe for 
ce which he is alſo beholden to him *.“ 
hope the apology I have made as to the 
e licence allowable to a feigned character, may 
* excuſe any thing that has been ſaid in theſe 
DPiſcourſes of the Spectator and his works. 
* But the imputation of the groſſeſt vanity 
* would ſtill dwell upon me if I did not give 
« ſome account by what means I was enabled to 
keep up the ſpirit of ſo long and approved a 
* performance. All the papers marked with a 
«C, L, I, or O, that is to ſay, all the papers 
« which I have diftinguiſhed by any letter in the 


* Tatler, No 271, 
113 «© name 
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460 STEELE'S LETTERS 
ce nameof the Muſe CL, were given me by the 
« gentleman of whoſe aſſiſtance I formerly boaſt- 
* ed inthe preface and concluding leaf of © The 
* Tatler.“ I am indeed much more proud of 
* his long-continued friendſhip than I ſhould be 
5© of the fame of being thought the author of 
© any writings which he himſelf is capable of 
producing. I remember, when 1 finiſhed 
«« £ The Tender Huſband,” I told him there was 
* nothing I ſo ardently wiſhed as that we 
* might, ſome time or other, publiſh a work, 
written by us both, which ſhould bear the 
% name of The Monument,” in memory of our 
“ friendſhip. I heartily wiſh what I have done 
here were as honorary to that ſacred name as 
« learning, wit, and humanity render thoſe pieces 
* which I have taught the reader how to diſtin- 
« guiſh for his. When the play abovemen- 
t tioned was laſt acted, there were ſo many ap- 
% plauded ſtrokes in it, which I had from the 
« ſame hand, that I thought very meanly of 
c myſelf that I had ever publicly acknowledged 
* them. After I have put other friends upon 
«* umportuning him to publiſh dramatic as well 
% as other writings he has by him, I ſhall end 
« what I think I am obliged to ſay on this 
head by giving the reader this hint for the 
- # It ſeems probable that theſe letters, which in conjunQtio! 


make up the name of the Muſe Clio, were originally uſed as fig 
natures by ADDISON, to denote the places where the pape 


were written, viz. Chelſea, London, [ſlington, and his Office 
Secretary of State. 
| 6 pettet 
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"© better judging of my productions: That the 
te beſt comment upon them would be an ac- 
* count when the patron to The Tender 
* Huſband” was in England or abroad *.“ 


« My purpoſe, in this application, is only to 


t ſhew the eſteem I have for you, and that I 
look upon my intimacy with ou as one of 
* the moſt valuable enjoyments of my life F. - 
I am ſure you have read my quotations with 
indignation againſt the little zeal which prompt- 
ed the Editor, who, by the way, has in himſelf 
done nothing iti applauſe of the works which he 
prefaces, to the mean endeavours of adding to 
Mr. Addiſon, by diſpataging a man who had, 
for the greateſt part of his life, been his known 
boſom friend, and ſhielded him from all the re- 
ſentments which many of his own works would 
have brought upon him at the time in which 
they were written, It is really a good office to 
ſociety, to expoſe the indiſcretion of intermed- 
dlers in the friendſhip and cotreſpondence of 
men, whoſe ſentiments, paſſions, and reſent- 
ments, are too great for their proportion of 
foul. Could the Editor's indiſcretion provoke 
me even ſo far as within the rules of ſtricteſt 
honour 1 could go, and I were not reſtrained b 
fupererogatory affection to dear Mr, Addiſon, I 
would aſk this unſkilful creature what he means, 


nd 88 Ne 585. 
+ Dedication before The Tender Huſband,” See p. 299. 
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when he ſpeaks in the air of a reproach, that 
The Tatler” was laid down as it was taken up, 
without his participation; let him ſpeak out 
and ſay, why * without his knowledge” would 
not ſerve his purpoſe as well. If, as he ſays, 
he reſtrains himſelf to Mr. Addiſon's character 
as a writer, while he attempts to leſſen me, he 
exalts me: for he has declared to all the world 
what I never have ſo explicitly done, that I am, 
to all intents and purpoſes, the author of © The 
Tatler.” He very juſtly ſays, the occaſional aſ- 
ſiſtance Mr. Addiſon gave me in the courſe of 
that Paper © did not a little contribute to ad- 
© yance its reputation, eſpecially when, upon 
«© the change of the miniſtry, he found leiſure 
© to engage more conſtantly in it.“ It was ad- 
vanced indecd; for it was raifed to a greater 
thing than I intended it: for the elegance, pu- 
Tity, and correctneſs, which appeared in his 
writings, were not ſo much my purpoſe, as in 
any intelligible manner as I could to railly all 
thoſe fingularities of human life, through the 
different profeſſions and characters in it, which 
obſtruct any thing that was truly good and great. 
After this acknowledgement you will ſee, that 
is, ſuch a man as you will ſee, that J rejoiced 
in being excelled, and made thoſe little talents, 
whatever they are which I have, give way, and 
be ſubſervient to the ſuperior qualities of a 
friend whom I loved, and whoſe modeſty would 

| | never 
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never have admitted them to come into day- 
light but under ſuch a ſhelter. So that all which 
the Editor has ſaid, either out of deſign or inca- 
pacity, Mr. Congreve muſt determine to end in 
this, that Steele has been ſo candid and upright, 
that he owes nothing to Mr. Addiſon as a wri- 
ter; but whether he does or does not, whatever 
Steele owes to Mr. Addiſon, the publick owes 
Addiſon to Steele. But the Editor has ſuch a 
fantaſtical and ignorant zeal for his patron, that 
he will not allow his correſpondents to conceal 
any thing of his, though in obedience to his 
commands. What | never did declare was Mr, 
Addiſon's, I had his direct injunctions to hide, 
againſt the natural warmth and paſhon of my 
own temper towards my friends. Many of the 
writings now publiſhed as his, I have been very 
patiently traduced and calumniated for, as they 
were pleaſantries and oblique ſtrokes upon cer- 
tain the wittieſt men of the age, who will now 
reſtore me to their good-will, in proportion to 
the abatement of wit which they thought I em- 
ployed againſt them. But 1 was ſaying, that 
the Editor will not allow us to obey his patron's 
commands in any thing which he thinks would 
redound to his credit if diſcovered. And be- 
cauſe I would ſhew a little wit in my anger, I 
ſhall have the ditcretion to ſhew you, that he 
has been guilty in this particular towards a much 


greater man than your humble ſervant, and one 
whom 
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whom you are much more obliged to vindicate, 
Mr. Dryden, in his Virgil, after having ac- 
knowledged, that a certain excellent young 
© man” had ſhewed him many faults in the 
tranſlation of Virgil, which he had endeavoured 
to correct, goes on to ſay, two other worthy 
« friends of mine, who defire to have their 
© names concealed, ſeeing me ſtraitened in my 
ic time, took pity on me, and gave me the Life 
« of Virgil, the two Prefaces to the Paſtorals and 
te the Georgics, and all the Arguments in proſe 
% to the whole tranſlation.” If Mr. Addifon is 
one of the two friends, and the Preface to the 
Georgics be what the Editor calls the Eſſay upon 
the Georgics, as one may adventure to ſay they 
. are, from their being word for word the ſame, he 
has caſt an inhuman reflection upon Mr. Dryden, 
who, though tied down not to name Mr. Addiſon, 
pointed at him, ſo as all mankind convertant in 
theſe matters knew him, with an elogium equal 
to the higheſt merit, confidering who it was 
that beſtowed it. I could not avoid remarking 
upon this circumſtance, out of juſtice to Mr. 
Dryden, but confeſs, at the ſame time, I took a 
great pleaſure in doing it, becauſe 1 knew, in 
expofing this outrage, I made my court to Mr. 
Congreve. 

I have obſerved, that the Editor will not let 
me nor any one elſe obey Mr. Addiſon's com- 
mands in hiding any thing he defires ſhould be 

concealed, 
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concealed. I cannot but take further notice, 
that the circumſtance of marking his Spectators, 
which I did not know till I had done with the 
work, I made my own act; becauſe I thought 
it too great a ſenſibility in my friend, and 
thought it, ſince it was done, better to be ſup- 
poſed marked by me than the author himſelf; 
the real ſtate of which this zealot rafhly and in- 
judiciouſly expoſes. I aſk the reader, Whether 
any thing but an earneſtneſs to diſparage me 
could provoke the Editor, in behalf of Mr. 
Addiſon, to ſay that he marked it out of cau- 
tion againſt me when I had taken upon me to 
ſay it was I that did it out of tenderneſs to 
him ? 

As the imputation of any the leaſt attempt of 
arrogating to myſelf, or detracting from Mr. 
Addiſon, is without any colour of truth; you 
will give me leave to go on in the ſame ardour 
towards him, and reſent the cold, unaffectionate, 
dry, and barren manner in which this gentleman 
gives an account of as great a benefactor as any 
one learned man ever had of another. Would 
any man, who had been produced from a col- 
lege life, and puſhed into one of the moſt conſi- 
derable employments of the kingdom, as to 
its weight and truit, and greatly lucrative with 
reſpec to a fellowſhip, and who had been daily 
and hourly with one of the greateſt men of the 
age, be ſatisfied with himſelf in ſaying Ag 
| | o 
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of ſuch a perſon, beſides what all the world 
knew, except a patticularity, and that to his 
diſadvantage, which I, his friend from a boy, 
don't know to be true, to wit, „that he never 
© had a regular pulſe?” As for the facts and 
confiderable periods of his life, he either knew 
nothing of them, or injudiciouſly places them 
in a worſe light than that in which they really 
Rood, When he ſpeaks of Mr. Addiſon's de- 
clining to go into orders, his way of doing it is, 
to lament that his ſeriouſneſs and modeſty, 
which might have recommended him, “ proved 
© the chief obſtacles to it. It ſeems, thoſe qua- 
& lities by which the prieſthood is ſo much 
* adorned repreſented the duties of it as too 
&« weighty for him, and rendered him ſtill more 
< worthy of that honour which they made him 
decline.“ Theſe, you know very well, were 
not the reaſons which made Mr. Addiſon turn 
his thoughts to the civil world; and, as you 
were the inſtrument of his becoming acquainted 
with my Lord Halifax, I doubt not but you re- 
member the warm inſtances that noble Lord 
made to the head of the college not to infiſt 
upon Mr. Addiſon's going into orders; his ar- 
guments were founded upon the general pravity 
'and corruption of men of bufineſs, who wanted 
liberal education. And I remember, as if I had 
read the letter yeſterday, that my Lord ended 
with a compliment, © that, however he might 
9 [ ce be 


To n FRIENDS.” 493 


ce be repreſented as no friend to the Church, he 
* never would do it any other injury than keep- 
* ing Mr. Addiſon out of it. The contention 
for this man, in his early youth, among the 
people of greateſt power, Mr. Secretary Tickell, 
the executor for his fame, is pleaſed to aſcribe 
to a ſerious viſage and modeſty of behaviour. 
When a writer is groſsly and eſſentially faulty, 
it were a jeſt to take notice of a falſe expreſſion, 
or a phraſe; otherwiſe Prieſthood, in that place, 
might be obſerved upon as a term not uſed by 
the real well-wiſhers to Clergymen, except 
when they would expreſs ſome ſolemn act, and 
not when that order is ſpoken of as a profeſſion 
among gentlemen. I will not therefore buſy 
myſelf about © the unconcerning parts of know- 
«© ledge, but be contented, like a reader of plain 
* ſenſe without politeneſs ;” and, fince Mr. Se- 
cretary will give us no account of this- gentle- 
man, I admit the Alps and Apennines, inſtead 
« of his Editor, to be commentators of his 
4 works, which,” as the Editor ſays, “ have 
&« raiſed a demand for correctneſs.“ This de- 
mand, by the way, ought to be more ſtrong 
upon thoſe who were molt about him, and had 
the greateſt advantage of his example.” But 
our Editor fays, ©* that thoſe who come the 
c neareſt to exactneſs are but too often fond of 


© unnatural beauties, and aim at ſomething | 


e better than perfection.“ Believe me, Sir, 


Mr, 
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Mr. Addiſon's example will carry no man fur- 
ther than that height for which Nature capaci- 
tated him; and the affectation of following great 
men in works above the genius of their imita- 
tors will never riſe further than the production 
of uncommon and unſuitable ornaments in 2 
barren diſcourſe, like flowers upon an heath, 
ſuch as the author's phraſe of © ſomething bet- 
tet than perfection.“ But indeed his preface, 
if ever any thing was, is that ſomething 
* better,” for it is ſo extraordinary that we 
cannot ſay it is too long or too ſhort, or deny 
but that it is both. IL think I abſtract myſelf 
from all manner of prejudice when I aver, that 
do man, though without any obligation to Mr. 
Addiſon, would have repreſented him in his fa- 
mily, and his friendſhips or his perſonal character, 
ſo diladyantageouſly as his ſecretary (in prefe- 
_ rence, of whom he incurred the warmeſt reſent- 
ments of other gentlemen) has been pleaſed to 
deſeribe him in thoſe particulars. 

Mr. Dean Addifon, father of this memorable 
man, left behind him four children, each of 
whom, for excellent talents and ſingular perfec- 
tions, was as much above the ordinary world 
as their brother Joſeph was above them. Were 
things of this nature to be expoſed to public 
view, I could bew, under the Dean's own hand“, 


If this letter ſhould by chance exiſt among the papers in the 


poſſeſſion of Mr. Scurlock, it would be an acceptable communi- 
cation to the curious. 


in 
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in the warmeſt terms, his bleſſing on the friend - 
ſhip between his ſon and me; nor had he a child 
who did not prefer me in the firſt place of kind - 
neſs and eſteem, as their father loved me like 
one of them: and I can with great pleaſure 
fay, I never omitted any opportunity of ſhewing 
that zeal for their perſons and intereſts as be- 
carne a gentleman and a friend. Were I now 
to indylge myſelf, I could talk a great deal to 
you, which I am ſure would be entertaining ; 
but as I am ſpeaking, at the fame time, to all 
the world, I canfidered it would be imperti- 
nent. Let me then confine myſelf a while to 
the 2 play, which I at firſt recom- 
mended to the ſtage, and carried to the prefs, 
No one who reads the preface which I publiſh- 
ed * with it will imagine I could he induced to 
ſay ſo much as I then did, had I not known the 
man I beft loved had had a part in it, or 
had I believed that any other concerned had 
much more to do than as an amanuenſ/is. 
But, indeed, had I not Known, at the time, 
of the tranſaction concerning the acting on the 
ſtage and fale of the copy, 1 ſhould, I think, 
have ſeen Mr. Addiſon in every page of it ; 
for he was above all men in that talent we 
call Humour, and enjoyed it in ſuch perfee- 
tion that I have often reflected, after a night 
ſpent with him, apart from all the world, that 


© See this in p. 4338, 4. I had 
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1 had had the pleaſure of converting with an 


intimate acquaintanee of Terence and Catullus, 
who had all their wit and nature heightened 
with humour, more exquiſite and delightful 
1 any other man ever poſſeſſed. 


They who ſhall read this play, after being let 


into the ſecret that it was written by Mr. Addi- 
ſon, or under his direction, will probably be at- 
tentive to thoſe excellencies which they before 
overlooked, and wonder they did not till now 


obſerve, that there is not an expreſſion in the 
whole piece which has not in it the moſt nice 


propriety and aptitude to the character which 
utters it; here is that ſmiling mirth, that deli- 
cate ſatire, and genteel raillery, which appeared 


in Mr. Addiſon when he was free among inti- 


mates: I ſay, when he was free from his remark- 
able baſhfulneſs, which is a cloke that hides and 


muffles merit; and his abilities were covered 


.only by modeſty, which doubles the beauties 


which are ſeen, and gives credit and eſteem to 
all that are concealed. 
* The Drummer” made no great figure on the 


Rage, though exquifitely well ated ; but when 
J obſerve this, I ſay a much harder ching of the 
ſtage than of the comedy. When I ſay the 


ſtage in this place, I am [(to be] underſtood to 


mean in general the preſent taſte of theatrical re- 
- preſentation, where nothing that is not violent, 
and, as I may ſay, groſſly delightful, can come 


4 on 
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on without hazard of being condemned, or 


flighted, It is here re-publiſhed, and recom- 


mended as a cloſet piece, to recreate an intelli- 


gent mind in a vacant hour; for vacant the 


reader muſt be from every ſtrong prepoſſeſſion, 
in order to reliſh an entertainment (quod nequeo 
monſtrare et ſentio tantum) which cannot be en- 
joyed to the degree it deſerves, but by thoſe of 
the moſt polite taſte among ſcholats, the beſt 
breeding among gentlemen, and the leaſt ac- 
quainted with ſenſual pleaſure among the ladies. 

The Editor is pleaſed to relate concerning 
« Cato,” that a play under that deſign was pro- 
jected by the author very early, and wholly laid 
aſide; in advanced years he reaſſumed the ſame 
defign, and, many years after four acts were 
finiſhed, he writ the fifth, and brought it upon 
the ſtage. All the town Knows how officious I 
was in bringing it on ; and you, that know the 
town, the theatre, and mankind, very well, can 
judge how neceſlary it was to take meaſures for 
making a performance of that ſort, excellent as 
it is, run into popular applauſe. I promiſed 
before it was acted, and performed my duty 
accordingly to the author, that I would bring 
together ſo juſt an audience on the firſt days of 
it, it ſhould be impoſſible for the vulgar to put 
its ſucceſs or due applauſe to any hazard; but I 
do not mention this only to ſhew how good an 


aid-de-camp I was to Mr. Addiſon, but to ſhew. 
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alſo that the Editor dees as much to cloud the 
merit of this work as 1 did to ſet it forth. Mr. 
Tickell's account of its being taken up, laid 
down, and at laſt perfected, after fuch long in- 
tervals and pauſes, would make any one believe, 
who did not know Mr. Addifon, that it was ac- 
compliſhed with the greateſt pain and labour, 
and the iſſue rather of learning and induſtry than 
capacity and genius; but I do aſſure you, that 
never play, which could bring the author any 
reputation for wit and conduct, notwithſtanding 
it was ſo long before it was finiſhed, employed 
the author fo little a time in writing: if I re- 
member right, the fifth act was written in leſs 
than a week's time; for this was particular in 
this writer, that when he had taken his reſolu- 
rien, or made his plan for what he deſigned to 
write, he would walk about the room, and dic- 
rate it into language with as much freedom and 
Eaſe as any one could write it down, and attend 
to the coherence and grammar of what he dic- 
rated, I have been often thus employed by 
him, and never took it into my head, though 
he only ſpoke it, and I took all the pains of 
throwing it upon paper, that I ought to call 
myfelf the writer of it. I will put all my credit 
among men of wit for the truth of my averment, 
when 1 prefume to ſay, that no one but Mr. 
Addifon was in any other way the writer of 
6 The Drummer;“ at the ſame time I will al- 
2 [> I low, 
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low, that he ſent for me, which he could al- 
ways do, from his natural power over me, as 
much as he could for any of his clerks when he 
was Secretary of State, and told me that a gen- 
tleman then in the room had written a play that 
he was ſure I would like, but it was to be a ſe- 
cret, and he knew I would take as much pains, 
ſince he recommended it, as I would for him. 
I hope nobody will be wronged, or think him- 
ſelf aggrieved, that I give this rejected work 
where 1 do; and if a certain gentleman is in- 
jured by it, I will allow I have wronged him, 
upon this iſſue, that (if the reputed “ tranſlator 
of the firſt book of Homer ſhall pleaſe to give 
us another book) there ſhall appear another good 
judge in poetry, befides Mr. Alexander Pope, 
who ſhall like it. But I detain you too long 
upon things that are too perſonal to myſelf, and 
will defer giving the world a true notion of the 
character and talents of Mr. Addiſon, till I can 
ſpeak of that amiable gentleman on an occaſion 


void of controverſy : I ſhall then perhaps + fay 


* It is plain by this paſſage that Steele knew the real tranſ- 
lator. Mr. Gay, in a letter to Pope, July 8, 1715, ſays, “Sir 
« Samuel Garth bid me tell you, that every body is pleaſed with 
« your tranſlation but a few at Button's ; and that Sir Richard 
« Steele told him, that My. Addiſon ſaid, Tickell's tranflation 
« was the beſt that ever was in any language.” 

+ It may be inferred from this, that Steele intended to give 
the publick ſome memoirs of his excellent friend; and perhaps 
the materials for it may ſtill exiſt among the papers that were 
collected towards the Life of the Duke of Marlborough. 


K k 2 many 


ä 


goo 8 T E EL E's LETTER S 

many things of him, which will be new even to 
you, with regard to him in all parts of his cha- 
racter: for which I was fo zealous, that I could 
not be contented with praiſing and adorning him 
as much as lay in my power, but was ever ſoli- 
citing and putting my. friends upon the ſame of- 
fice. And fince the Editor has adorned his 
heavy diſcourſe with proſe in rhime at the end 
of it, upon Mr. Addiſon's death, give me leave 
to atone for this long and tedious epiſtle, by 
giving you after it, what I dare ſay you will 
eſteem, an excellent poem on his marriage“. I 


muſt 


* This was the following poem by Mr. Welſted, “ addreſſed 

ce to the Counteſs of Warwick on her Marriage, Aug. 2, 1716 :” 
Ambition long has Woman's hear: betray'd, 

And tinſel grandeur caught th' unwary Maid; 

The pompous ſtyles, that ſtrike rh' admiring throng, 

Have glitter'd in the eye of beauty long: | 

You, Madam, firſt the female taſte improve, 

And give vour fellow-charmers laws for love ; 

A pomp you covet, not to Heralds known, 

Aud ſigh for virtues equal to your own ; 

Part in a man immortal greatly claim, 

And frown on titles, to ally with fame; 

Not Edward's ſtar, emboſs'd with filver rays, 

Can vie in glory with thy Conſort's bays ; 

His country's pride does homage to thy charms, 
And every merit crowds into thy arms. 

While others gain light conqueſts by their eyes, 

»Tis thine with wiſdom to ſubdue the Wiſe: 

To their ſoft chains while courtly beaux ſubmit, 

*Tis thine to lead in triumph captive Wit: 

Her kghing vaſſals let Clarinda beaſt, 
Of lace and languiſhing cockades the toaſt ; 
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muſt conclude without ſatisfying as ſtrong a de- 
fire as ever man had of ſaying ſomething re- 
markably handſome to the perſon to whom I am 
writing; for you are ſo good a judge, that you 
will find out the endeavourer to be witty : and 
therefore, as I have tired you and myſelf, I will 
be contented with affuring you, which I do very 
honeſtly, I had rather have you ſatisfied with me 
on this ſubject than any other man living. 

You will pleaſe to pardon me, that 1 have, 
thus, laid this nice affair before a perſon who 
has the acknowledged ſuperiority to all others, 
not only in the moſt excellent talents, but poſ- 
ſeſſing them with an equanimity, candour, and 
\ benevolence, which render thoſe advantages a 
. pleaſure as great to the reſt of the world, as they 
can be to the owner of them. And fince fame 
. confiſts in the opinion of wiſe and good men, 
you mult not blame me for taking the readieſt 
way to baffle an attempt upon my reputation, 


In Beauty's pride unenvy'd let her reign, - 
And ſhare that wanton empire with the vain, 
For Thee the Arts of Greece and Rome combine; 
And all the glories Cato gain'd are thine : 
Still Warwick in thy boaſted rank of life, 
But more illuſtrious than when Warwick's wife. 
Come forth, reveal thyſelf, thou choſen Bride, 
And ſhaw great Naſſau's Poet by thy ſide; 
Thy bright example ſhall infirudt the fair, 
And future nymphs ſhall make renown their care ; 
Embroidery leſs ſhall charm the Virgin's eye, 
And kind Coquets for plumes leſs frequent die; 
Secure ſhall Beauty reign, the Muſc its guard 
"The Muſe ſhall triumph, Beauty its reward.“ 
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by an addfeſs to one whom every wiſe and good 
man looks upon with the greateſt affection and 
vene tation. I am, Sir, your moſt obliged, moſt 


obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
Ricenano STEELE, 


— ———— —ñ— ö 


DE TT EK CEOCOLVI; 
To the King *. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, (1722.] 
FTER having aſpired to the higheſt and 
A moſt laudable ambition, that of following 
the cauſe of Liberty, I ſhould not have humbly 
petitioned your Majeſty for a direction of the 
theatre, had I not believed ſucceſs in that pro- 
vince an happineſs much to be wiſhed by an 
honeſt man, and highly conducing to the proſ- 
perity of the commonwealth. It is in this view 
I lay before your Majeſty a Comedy, which the 
audience, in juſtice to themſelyes, has ſupported 
and encouraged, and is the prelude of what, by 
your Majeſty's influence and favour, may be at- 
tempted in future repreſentations. 

The imperial mantle, the royal veſtment, and 
the ſhining diadem, are what ftrike ordinary 
minds; but your Majeſty's native goodneſs, 
your paſſion for Juſtice, and her conſtant aſ- 
ſeſſor, Mercy, is what continually ſurrounds 
* Prefixed to 4 The Conſcious Levers,” 


you, 
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you, in the view of intelligent ſpirits, and gives 
hope to the ſuppliant, who ſees he has more 
than ſucceeded in giving your Majeſty an op- 
portunity of doing good, Our King is above 
the greatneſs of royalty; and every act of his 
will, which makes another man happy, has ten 
times more charms in it than one that makes 
himſelf appear raiſed above the condition of 
others; but even this carries unhappineſs with 
it; for calm dominion, equal grandeur, and 
familiar greatneſs, do not eafily affe& the ima- 
gination of the vulgar, who cannot ſee power 
but in terror; and as fear moves mean ſpirits, 
and love prompts great ones to obey, the infi- 
nuations of malcontents are directed accord- 
ingly; and the unhappy people are inſnared, 
from want of reflection, into diſreſpectful ideas of 
their gracious and amiable Sovereign ; and then 
only begin to apprehend the greatneſs of their 
Maſter when they have incurred his diſpleaſure. 

As your Majeſty was invited to the throne of 

a willing people, for their own ſakes, and has 
ever enjoyed it with contempt of the oſtentation 
of it, we beſeech you to protect us, who revere 
your title as we love your perſon, It is to be 
ſavage to be a rebel; and they who have fallen 
from you have not ſo much forfeited their alle- 
giance as loſt their humagjty. And therefore, 
if it were only to preſerve myſelf from the im- 
putation of being amongſt the inſenfible and 
| KK 4 abandoned, 
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abandoned, I would beg permiſfion, in the 0 
public manner poſſible, -to' profeſs myſelf, with 
the utmoſt, fincerity and zeal, Sire, your Ma- 
jeſty s moſt f{FTors ſubject and ſervant, | 
RicHARD STEELE, 


* 


| CCCCLVII. 
by PREFACE to“ The Conſcious Lovers.“ 


"HIS Comedy has been received with uni- 
| verſal acceptance, for it was in every part 
excellently performed; and there needs no other 
"applauſe of the actors, but that they excelled 
according to the dignity and difficulty of the 
character they repreſented. But this great fa. 
vour done to the work in acting renders the ex- 
ectation till the greater from the author, to 
Sp up the ſpirit in the repreſentation of the 
- cloſet, or any other circumſtance of the reader, 
whether alone or in company : to which I can 
only fay, that it muſt be remembered, a play is 
to be ſeen, and 1s made to be repreſented with 
the advantage of action, nor can appear but 
with half the ſpirit without ity for the greateſt 
effect of a play in reading is, to excite the reader 
to go ſee it; and when he does ſo, it is then a 
8 has the effect of example and precept. 
The chief deſign of this was, to be an inno- 
"cent 2 and the — have abund- 
antly 
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ne ſhewed how ready they are to ſupport 
what is viſibly intended that way; nor do I 
make any difficulty to acknowledge, that the 
whole was writ for the ſake of the ſcene of the 
fourth act, wherein Mr. Bevill evades the quar- 
rel with his friend; and hope it may have ſome 
effect with the Goths and Vandals that frequent 
the theatres, or a more polite audience may ſup- 
ply their abſence. 
This incident, and the caſe of the father 
and daughter, are eſteemed by ſome people no 
ſubjects of comedy; but I cannot be of. their - 
mind; for any thing that has its foundation in 
happineſs and ſucceſs muſt be allowed to be the 
object of comedy; and ſure it muſt be an im- 
provement of it, to introduce a joy too exquiſite 
for laughter, that can have no ſpring but in de- 
light, which is the caſe of this young lady. I 
muſt therefore contend, that the tears which 
were ſhed on that occaſion flowed from reaſon 
and good ſenſe, and that men ought not to be 
laughed at for weeping, till we are come to a 
more clear notion of what is to be imputed to 
the hardneſs of the head and the ſoftneſs of the 
heart; and I think it was very politely ſaid of 
Mr. Wilks, to one who told him there was a 
General weeping for Indiana, © I'll warrant 

* he ' fight ne'er the worle for that.” To be 
apt to give way to the impreſſions of humanity, 
is the excellence of a right diſpoſition, and the 
natural 
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natural working of a well-turned ſpirit. But as 


I have ſuffered by critics who are got no farther 
than to enquire whether they ought to be pleaſ- 
ed or not, I would willingly find them properer 
matter for their employment, and revive here 
a ſong, which was omitted for want of a per- 
former, and defigned for the entertainment of 
Indiana. Signor Carbonelli, inſtead of it, play- 
ed on the fiddle; and it is for want of à ſinger 
that ſuch advantageous things are ſaid of an in- 
ſtrument which were deſigned for a voice. The 
ſong is the diſtreſs of a love-ſick maid, and 
may be a fit entertainment for ſome ſmall criticks, 
to examine whether the paſſion is juſt, or the 
diſtreſs male or female. 


From place to place forlorn J go, 
With downcaſt eyes a filent ſhade ; 

Forbidden to declare my woe ; 
To ſpeak, till ſpoken to, afraid. 


My inward pangs, my ſecret grief, 
My ſoft conſenting looks betray ; 
He loves, but gives me no relief; 

Why ſpeaks not he who may? 


It remains to ſay a word concerning Terence; 
and I am extremely ſurpriſed to find what Mr. 
'Cibber told me prove a truth: That what I 
valued myſelt ſo much upon, the tranſlation of 
him, ſhould be imputed to me as a reproach. 
Mr. Cibber's zeal for the work, his care and 

application 
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application in inſt the actors, and alter - 
ing the diſpoſition of the ſcenes, when I was, 
through ſickneſs, unable to cultivate ſuch 
things myſelf, has been a very obliging favour 
and friendſhip to me. For this reaſon, I was 
very hardly perſuaded to throw away Terence's 
celebrated funeral, and take only the bare au- 
thority of th young man's character; and how 
I have worked it into an Engliſhman, and made 
uſe of the ſame circumſtances of diſcovering a 
daughter when we leaſt hoped for one, is hum- 
bly ſubmitted to the learned reader. 


CCCCLVIII. 


. 
Sacred to the Memory of Sir RichARD Wide 


exiſtence to live but for a time under any 


one mode; and when that period is expired, 


every thing changes, and gives way to a new 
ſucceſſion. The fineſt movements of her work- 
manſhip muſt fall to pieces, when the hours aſ- 
ſigned them are fulfilled; and the greateſt maſ- 
ter · piece of creation muſt be no more, when it 
has performed the uſes for which alone it war 
created. Thus the brave and baſe, the learne: 
and illiterate, the wiſe and fooliſh, are deſtine 
to an equal fate; and the moſt intelligent mind, 


Originally printed, immediately after his death, ia“ 'The' 


. 8 Britiſh Journal, or the Cenſor, Sept. 13, 1729.” 
however 


TATURE hath made it the condition of - 


— — . 
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however different in life, is the ſame in death 
with the moſt vacant ſoul, or vegetative being. 
But memory fil preſerves the fair idea of ex- 
-alted worth, and faithful. hiſtory conveys it down 
to very late poſterity.” It is then a grateful gene- 
rous labour to conſecrate the great man's fame, to 
raiſe him monuments of praiſe and glory; and, 
. whilſt the marble poorly ſhews he only lived 
and died, the nobler and more laflihg work ſhall 
. witneſs wherein mankind were better from his 
actions, or may be happier by his good example. 
And now we come to pay the debt of juſtice; 
for we come to honour the manes of heroic 
worth: whilſt weeping friends or ſorrowful re- 
lations bewail the lot of nature, and blame a 
very. equitable fate; let us return a much more 
grateful tribute than tears, and expreſs the ac- 
knowledgements his virtues deſerved, whilſt 
they beſtow the fighs he does not want. 
Sir RICHARD STEELE lies dead before us, and 
the great Britiſh Cx xsOR is no more! He is now 
gone to reſt, whoſe active genius laboured ſo 
long for our welfare. Let our liberty and our 
| happineſs praiſe him. Theſe we derived in an 
eminent degree from his illuſtrious endeavours; 
and his name is worthy of a laſting remembrance 
by all who love their country. But why do 1 
May their country, ſince he, who lived a univer- 
ſal good, deſerves the thanks of all mankind ; 
and he who ſiroggles for the liberties of men 
does 
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does a benefit to the whole ſpecies. Nothing 
can be a more common good, or a more diffu · 
five bleſſing, than freedom, which is the- great 
ſoundation-ſtone of happineſ® It is, therefore, 
that we pay diſtinguiſhed hononrs to our late 
departed friend, and pronounce Sir Richard 
Steele a benefactor to the human ſpecies. 

This excellent man was born to a fortune 
much inferior to his merits : his early life was 
formed in camps, and ſeaſoned to the toils of 
war; yet, greatly brave, and of unqueſtioned 
honour, his was a lettered genius, nor fond of 
military glory. He ſhone diſtinguiſhed, even 
whilſt in humble privacy; obſcured not more 
by his low rank in life than by his native mo- 
deſty. Here he was ſelected by the brave Lord 
Cutts *, whoſe diſcernment Knew the noble ge- 
nius even in the private ſoldier, That gallant 
man was his generous, diſintereſted patron ; 
raiſed him to a better fate, and placed him in 
the light that he deſerved. And this alone was' 
a glorious virtue; all the ſervices Sir Richard 
Steele did afterwards render to his country, all 
the honour and reputation he acquired by his 
actions or writihgs; all theſe were owing to 
Lord Cutts, who, when he raiſed a deſerving 
man, did the world a benefit. Fair example, 
to men of power, whoſe influence on the hap- 
pineſs of mankind is very great and important, 


it 


* Sce above, p. 279. 
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if only conſidered in thoſe whom they draw up 
after them. Here they have-ample opportuni- 
ties to bleſs the future generations, fince, by 
Judiciouſly diſcerning and promoting merit, 
however humble or obſcure, they leave the moſt 
valuable legacies to the people and times which 
fucceed them. | 

Such a legacy was Sir Richard Steele, who 
wanted nothing more to make him uſeful than 
to be known. He had great vivacity and ready 
addreſs; was diffident of his own judgement, and 
5 — to other men: he had fine wit and true 

umout; a wit which was candid and good- 


— 


natured: he was always willing to do good of- 
fices, and far from being envious of merit in 
ather men. Hence he was loved and honoured 
by all men. None was more happy or extenſive 
In his acquaintance : none was a more agreeable 
companion, or uſeful friend. This was his pri- 
vate life, and this might well recommend him 
to public eſteem. 

To him we owe that invaluable work which he 
commenced in © The Tatler,” and, aſſiſted by 
the immortal labours of his ingenious friend Mr, 
Addifon, carried into numerous volumes*. Here 

he 


The very commendable and ſpirited writer of this fentimental 
eſſay, evidently includes, under the general name of TATLER, all 
the valuable periodical papers which STEELE began under this 
firſt title, and continued to publiſh for the entertainment and in- 
ſtruction of his countrymen, daily, or occafionally, for many 
years, under the diverſified titles of“ The SpeQator,” © The 

: © Guardian,” 
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he began a work which at once refined our lan- 
guage and improved our morals, None ever - 
attempted with more ſucceſs to form the mind 
to virtue, or poliſh the manners of common life; 
none ever touched the paſſions in that pleaſing, 
prevailing method, or ſo well inculcated the 
moſt uſeful and inſtructive leſſons. I ſay, none 
did ever thus happily perform ſo important a 
work as theſe illuſtrious colleagues, who, by 
adapting themſelves to the pleaſures, promoted 
the beſt virtues of human nature ; infinuated 
themſelves by all the arts of fine perſuaſion ; 
employed the moſt delicate wit and humour in 
the cauſe of truth and good ſenſe; nor gave of- 
fence to the moſt rigid devotees, or looſeſt de- 
bauchees, but ſoon grew popular, though advo- 
cates of virtue. 


® Guardian,” “ The Engliſhman,” “ The Lover,” „The 
4 Spinſter, The Reader,” “ The Town-talk,”” „The Tea- 
t table,” “The Plebeian,” &c. They make in all very many 
volumes; but as The Spinfter,” The Tea- table, „The 
4. Town-talk,” and © The Plebeian,“ were never re-publiſked, 
the Editor of this work would be glad to be furniſhed with com- 
plete ſets of all, or of any of them, in their original folio or octavo 
form. They are wanted, not only for the purpoſe of re-publiſh- 
ing them in volumes with notes and illuſtrations, but alſo for the 
ſake of a work in preparation, which, if it can be brought to an- 
fwer in any tolerable manner the idea of its projector, may be 
intituled, A Critical Review of the Life and Writiags of Sir 
4 RICHARD STEELE.” —N. B. The Editor has got a very per- 
fe& ſet of © The Theatre,” which likewiſe can only be procured 
at preſent (and that not without difficulty) in its half · ſucet Rare; 

and er therefore he will ſpeedily re · print. ; 
This 
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This was laying the axe to the root of vice 
and immorality. All the pulpit diſcourfes of a 
year ſcarce produced half the good as flowed 
from the Spectator of a day *. They who were 
tired and lulled to ſleep by a long and laboured 
harangue, or terrified at the appearance of large 
and weighty volumes, could chearfully attend 
to a fingle halt-ſheet, where they found the 
images of Virtue fo lively and amiable, where 
Vice was ſo agreeably ridiculed that it grew 
painful to no man to part with his beloved fol- 
lies; nor was he eaſy till he had practiſed thoſe 
qualities which charmed ſo much in ſpecula- 
tion. Thus good nature and good ſenſe became 
habitual to their readers. Every morning they 
were inſtructed in ſome new principle of duty, 
which: was endeared to them by the beauties of 
deſcription, and thereby impreſſed on their 
minds in the moſt indelible characters. 

Such a work as this, in a Roman age, would 
have been more glorious than a public triumph); 
ſtatues would have been raiſed, and medals have 
been ſtruck, in honour of the authors. Anti- 
quiry had fo high a ſenſe of gratitude for the 
communication of knowledge, that they wor- 
ſhiped their lawgivers, and deified the fathers of 

For inftruftion in common life, “ nothing is ſo proper as 
« frequent publication of ſhort papers, which we read not as a 
te ſtudy but amuſement. If the ſubject be flight, the treatiſe 


«© likewiſe is ſhort. The buſy may find time, _ the idle may 
4% fiad paticace.” Dr. JORNSON. ; 


. 
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ſeience. How then muſt they have acknow⸗ 
ledged ſervices like theſe, where every man 

grew wiſer and better by the fine inſtruction ! 
Yet we muſt not leave Sir Richard Steele on 
this point, nor reſt his merits on the glory of a 
plan which was ſo well performed by him and 
his immortal friend; which was never interlarded 
with ſcandal or faction, and which was a ſatire 
on vices, not men. No, we muſt conduct him 
to 


Mr. Newcomb, in a ſatire publiſhed in 1712, under the title 
of Bibliotheca; a Poem, occaſioned by the fight of a Modern 
« Librarv,” after deſcribing the progreſs of OBLivion in a 
manner to which the GobpEss oF THE DUNC1AD bears a 
more than accidental reſemblance, thus animatedly deſcribes our 
Author : | 

« Still to proceed the Goddeſs try'd, 
Till STEELE's immortal works eſpy'd; 
Trembling her dreaded foe to view, 

She ſunk, and ſilently withdrew, 
While Sarum's labours, round her ſpread, 
Suſtain and prop her drowfy head, 

Hail, mighty name ! of all thy pen 
Has dropt, to charm both gods and men, 
Time nor oblivion ne'er ſhall boaſt 

One line or ſingle period loſt ! 
Improving youth, and hoary age, 
Are better'd by thy matchleſs page; 
And, what no mortal could deviſe, 
Women, by reading thee, grow wiſe ; 
Divines had taught, and huſbands rav'd, 
Now threat'ned, then as poorly crav'd, 
But, ſpite of all, the ſtubborn dame 
Remain'd our curſe, and ſtill the ſame ; 
Modiſh and flippant as before, 
The ſmoothing paint and patch are wore ; 
Two hours each morning ſpent to dreſs, 
And not one ounce of tea the leſs : 
LI While 
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to higher ſcenes than theſe — conduct him to 
his ſeat in parlament, and deſcribe his beha- 
viour in the councils of his country. 

He lived in the criſis of honeſty, when, as Sir 
William Temple well expreſſed it, a brave man 
had a hard part to act, and it was diſhonourable 
at Court to have truth and integrity. He lived 
when party rage and prieſtly pride ran high: when 

the church was in danger, and the rabble were 


orthodox: 
While the provoking ideot vows 


Her lover fairer much than ſpouſe. 
Great Socrates but vainly try'd, 

To ſooth the paſſions of his bride; 

Her female empire ſtill ſhe holds, 

And as he preaches peace, ſhe ſcolds: 

In vain he talks, in vain he writes; 

One kiffing, while the other bites ; 

Precepts with her, and moral rules, 

Are only ginns to hamper focls ; 

And, preach and dictate what he will, 

Madam perſiſts Xantippe ſtill. 

But wedlock by thy art is.got 

To be a ſoft and eaſy knot ; 

Which ſmiling ſpouſe and kinder bride 

Now ſeldom wiſh ſhould be unty'd; 

Think parting now the greateſt fin, 

And fitiye more cloſe to draw the ginn: 

Taught by thoſe rules thy pen inſtills, 

Nobly to conquer human ills ; 

The female ſufferer now ſuſtains 

Each mournful loſs with leſſen'd pains ; 

A week is now enough to pine, 

When puking lap-dog cannot dine ; 

While grief as real ſwells her eyes 

When ſpouſe, as when her parrot, dies. 

The fop no longer ſhall believe 

Senle ty'd to every modiſh flecye, 


Nor, 


incendiaries laboured to overthrow the conſtitu- 
tion, and prevailed againſt an Adminiſtration, 
great in their abilities and uncommon ſucceſs; 
a Miniſtry the boaſt of our nation, the glory of 
their own times, and the veneration of theſe. 
Nor did the faction ſtop at this; they even 
ſhocked the ſucceſſion itſelf; and that illuſtrious 
Family, now on our throne, had a doubtful pro- 
;pect whilſt we were ſo divided a people. 

And 


Nor, conſcious of his wants, preſume 
To meaſure merit by perfume ; 

That courage in Pulvilio dwells, 

The boldeſt he, who ſtrongeſt ſmells ; 
To prove his ſenſe, no longer bring 
The doughty proofs of box and ring; 
Strongly profeſſing ne'er to know 

An aſs conceal'd beneath a beau ; 
Each taught by thee, ſhall hence confeſs 
Virtue has no regard for dreſs; 

That the bright nymph as often dwells 
In homely bays as rural cells; 

And in a ruff as fairly ſhin'd, 

As now to modern peak confin'd ; 
Bluſhing, thus halt expos'd to view, 
Both herſelf and miſtreſs too. 

The widow, pining for her dear, 
Shall curſe no more the tedious year; 
Ia ſighs conſume each penſive day, 
Nor think it long from June to May. 
See how the penſive reli lies, 
Oppreſs'd with ſpouſe's fate, and dies; 
That Betty with her drops in vain 
Recalls her flying ſoul again; 

No colour now ſo fair appears, 

As is the ſable veſt ſhe wears, 

To be her only garment vow'd, 

Till death exchange it for a ſhroud, 

| L1z And 
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orthodox: when religious mobbings and factious 
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And here the worthy perſon, to whom we pay 
deſerved honours, roſe with noble courage in 
that dangerous conjunEture : he thought inacti- 
vity infamous whilſt ALL was at ſtake; and his 
private intereſt was below his regard, when his 
country's happineſs became precarious : he did 
not, like little temporizing patriots, ſtay till his 
place was taken from him, he bravely reſigned 
it before he commenced his oppoſition ; and his 
Letter to the then Lord Treaſurer, ſince pub. 
liſhed to the world“ may ſhew how much he 
diſdained any intereſt which might biaſs his 
judgement, or pervert his duty to the publick. 


And her cold aſhes kindly place 
Once more within her lord's embrace. 
The ladies, pleas'd with thee to dwell, 

Aſpire to write correct, and ſpell : 

We ſcarce behold, though writ in haſte, 

Five letters in a ſcore miſplac'd ; 

Marſhal'd in rank they all appear, 

With no front vowels in the rear, 

Nor any, out of ſhame or dread, 

Skulking behind, that ſhould have led ; 

In every line they now demur, 

Tis now no longer Wurtkee Surr ; 

With half our uſual ſweat and pain, 

We both unravel and explain, 

Nor call-in foreign aid to find, 

In myſtic terms, the fair-one's mind. 

Maintain, great Sage, thy deathleſs name, 

Thou canft no wider ſtretch thy fame, 

Till, gliding from her native ſkies, 

Virtue once more delighted flies ; 

By each adoring Patriot own'd, _ 

And boaſts herſelf by thee enthron'd !” 
* See it in p. 371. 


In 


28 v. a 


In this proceeding he acted worthy of himſelf ; 


he ſpoke in parliament, and appeared from the 
preſs, with a warm and generous freedom: he 


differed from thoſe in authority, without libelling 
their perſons ; no ſcandalous parallels, no un- 
gentlemanlike inveCtives, or womaniſh railings, 
are to be found in his writings : he ſpoke to 
facts, and things of public concern; nor in- 
vented, nor revived any little ſtories to blacken 
the reputation of others: in ſhort, he was at war 
with no man's fortunes or places; and he greatly 
deſpiſed all lucrative conſiderations. 

Add this to his character, he had an enthuſi- 
aſm of honour, inſomuch, that he was always 
moſt ready to appear for the truth when it was 
moſt difficult and dangerous: he thought him- 
ſelf obliged to ſtand in the breach when no man 
elſe would; and his intrepidity was a public ad- 
vantage. 

Witneſs his memorable Addreſs to the Clergy 


in defence of the Revolution “*; I mean his 


cc Criſis,” for which he was immortalized by the 
reſentment of his enemies, and by the noble 
ſtand he made againſt them in his brave defence: 
For this he was expelled the Houſe of Com- 
mons, whilſt he triumphed in the judgement of 
his country; and raiſed ſuch a ſpirit in the 
people by his writings, as greatly contributed to 


See p. 390. | 
ſave 


1 us FRIENDS. 517 


7 nm 


* 
7 - .” 
— = . 0 - 
= P ' 
Gs ©.» W '-v& . 
* * 


6&8. STEELE'S LETTERS. 


fave our declining liberties, and eſtabliſh the 
precarious ſucceſſion. 


Such was his, conduct, ſuch his character, 
which was in rariably honeſt ; he flattered not his 
friends in their power, nor inſulted his enemies 
in their diftreſs.: he oppoſed any meaſures which 


he could not approve, and exactly adhered to 


that excellent ſentence, fari que ſentiat, 

This, indeed, was his principle; and if ever 
man always acted inviolably by his opinion, or 
dared to preſerve his integrity upon all occa- 
ſions, Sir Richard Steele was the perſon. 

And here we leave our common friend, here we 
drop the ſacred pall on his laſt remains. It is not 
our buſineſs to ſhew his foibles, or expoſe the 
blemiſhes of an excellent man to whom we owe ſo 
much; thoſe who loved him leſs will be fond of 
this: but we have pronounced his elogzum, and 
honoured his virtues. Let his warm heart for li- 
berty and virtue, his great benevolence, that ne- 
ver ſaw diſtreſs withour compaſſion, or ſpared to 
lend his hand when he could give aſhſtance—Ler 
theſe engage our attention, and become our great 
example. Vice and Folly are always to be la- 
mented ; we heartily wiſh them out of the world, 
and can have no delight to lay them to the 
charge of our departed friends, Wy actions 
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